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Robinson  was  accused  of  breaching  exchange  control  rules 


By  Dominic  Kennedy 

GEOFFREY  ROBINSON  faced 
fresh  embarrassment  over  his  per¬ 
sonal  finances  last  night  when  it 
was  disclosed  that  he  was  reported 
to  the  Bank  of  England  in  1980  on 
suspicion  of  breaching  exchange 
control  regulations. 

Sir  Michael  Edwardes,  then 
chairman  of  BL,  is  understood  to 
have  expressed  concerns  that  Mr 
Robinson  may  have  moved  tens  of 
thousands  of  pounds  of  personal 
money  between  Britain.  Italy  and 
Switzerland,  when  such  move¬ 
ments  were  prohibited  by  James 


Callaghan's  Labour  Government. 
By  the  time  Sir  Michael  raised  the 
issue  with  Sir  Kit  McMahon,  that 
Deputy  Governor  of  the  Bank, 
however,  the  Conservatives  had 
returned  to  power  under  Margaret 
Thatcher'  and  abolished  the  ex¬ 
change  controls.  The  Bank  declined 
to  take  the  matter  further. 

Mr  Robinson,  who  as  Paymaster 
General  is  now  under  fire  over  a 
multinuffion  pound  offshore  trust 
joined  British  Leyland  as  financial 
controller  in  1971.  moving  to  Italy 
the  following  year  as  head  of 
Innocenti,  the  company’s  Italian 
arm.  He  went  on  to  run  Jaguar  for 


two  years  before  becoming  Labour 
MP  for  Coventry  in  1976. 

When  Sir  Michael  took  over, as 
BL  chairman  in  1977  and  inherited 
Mr  Robinson’s  three-inch  thick 
personnel  file,  he  found  it  con¬ 
tained  a  small  section  dealing  with 
movements  of  money.  Sir  Michael 
was  concerned  that  Leylandcbuld 
be  regarded  as  a  party  id  any 
wrongdoing  if  it  knew  of  allega¬ 
tions  without  reporting  to  the 
authorities  and  in  1979  he  request¬ 
ed  a  meeting  with  the  Bank. 

Arthur  Large,  who  became-  BL 
company  secretory  in  1979  and 
accompanied  Sir  Michael .  to 


Threadneedle  Street,  said:  “I  have  a 
fairly  good  recollection  of  H.  To  roe  . 
■  it  was  quite  an  outing.  The  chair¬ 
man  and  I  had  set  up  a  meeting 
with  Kit  McMahon.  It  was  in 
connection  with  a  possible  cahtrar 
veatioa  of  exchange  control  regula¬ 
tions.  There  had  been  seme 
movement  of  funds.  We  shared 
with  the  Deputy  Governor  the, 
information  dot  we  had,” 

Under  the  exchange  controls,. 
Britons  were  allowed  to  take  only 
small  amounts  of  sterling  outside 
the  UK  and  to  invest  abroad 
incurred  punitive  exchange  rates. 
British' expatriates  were  entitled  to 


be  paSd  abroad,  but  had  to  spend 
their  earnings  in  that  country  or 
return,  it  to  Britain:  they  were  not 
allowed  to  transfer  it  to  a  third 
country.  Mr  Robinson,  who  lived 
in  Italy' at  the  time,  was -thought  to 
have  moved  money  between  Italy, 
Britain  and  SwitBsisnd. 

Mr  Large  said  the  meeting  had 
concerned  only  Mr  Robinson  and 
the.  three  had  discussed  whether 
the  Bank  would  take  any  action. 
“My  recoQectian  is  that  they  de¬ 
clined  to  do  so.  They  were  at  that 
stage unwilling  to  take  it  further  for 
whatever  reason.’’ 

Sir  Michael  also  confirmed  yes¬ 


terday  that  he  and  Mr  Large  had 
visited  the  Bank.  “The  meeting  was 
arranged  ar  my r  request,  same 
months  after  exhcange  control  was 
abolished.  Matters  discussed  were 
as  confidmtial  tfaen  and.  as  far  as  I 
am  concerned. remain  so* 

1  At  the  time -oT the  meeting,  Mr 
Robinson  had  become  something 
of  a  thorn  in  Sir  Michael’s  side  ana 
recalling  the  dismissal  ,  of  the 
convener  Derek  “Red  Rpbbo"  Rob¬ 
inson  in -his  1982  autobiography. 
Back  from  the  Brink.  Sir  Michael 
wrote:  “There  was  far  less  heat 
being  generated  internally  than  by 
non-BL  people. .  -like  Geogrey 


Robinson  MP.  *  .and  one  or  two 
others  who  felt-  that  the  whole 
union  system  was  at  risk." 

The  latest  disclosure  about  ihe 
Paymaster  General  came  as  the 
Prune  Minister  again  rejected  Tory 
demands  that  the  minister  resign 
over  his  personal  financial 
arrangements. 

WflBam  Hague  led  a  concerted 
attack  on  Mr  Robinson,  saying 
there  was  a  conflict  of  interest 
between  his  offshore  financial  in¬ 
terests  and  his  duties  as  a  Treasury 
Continued  on  page  2,  col  4 
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Blair  stands 
firm  on  plan 
for  welfare 


By  Philip  Webster  and  lax  Sherman 


TONY  BLAIR  told  Labour 
MPs  yesterday  that  internal 
revolts  and  fear  of  unpopulari¬ 
ty  would  not  deflect  him  from 
reforming  the  welfare  state. 

He  warned  those  upset  by 
the  cut  in  benefits  for  single 
mothers  that  there  would  be 
still  harder  decisions  to  come, 
and  he  attacked  MPs  who 
handed  propaganda  gifts  to 
the  Tories. 

“I  always  said  that  educa¬ 
tion  and  welfare  reform  would 
be  the  big  projects  of  this 
government  On  education  we 
are  delivering.  On  welfare 
reform  we  must  deliver,  too. 
There  is  no  backing  down.  It  is 

4 ’.i  essential "  And  he  added: 
"What  we  did  last  week  will 
not  be  the  hardest  issue  we 
face  in  this  Parliament." 

But  the  wounds  of  the 
rebellion  —  when  47  Labour 
MPs  voted  against  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  —  were  again  laid 
bare  when  Clive  Sotey,  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Parliamentary 
Labour  Party,  criticised  the 
Government’s  handling  of  the 
change  saying  that  if  "made 
the  whole  policy  look  just  like 
another  Thatcherile  cut".  The 
Government's  honeymoon 
had  .finally  ended  with  the 
revolt  he  wrote  in  an  article 
for  die  New  Statesman. 

')  He  has  since  been  discuss¬ 
ing  with  Mr  Blair  ways  of 
improving  consultation  with 
MPs  so  that  their  views  are 
taken  on  board  before  sensi¬ 
tive  derisions  are  made. 

In  his  address  to  the  PLP 
yesterday  morning,  the  Prime 
Minister  implicitly  accepted 
that  future  changes  would 
have  to  be  better  handled  if  he 
were  to  win  support,  and  he 
took  a  conciliatory  line  to¬ 
wards  some  of  nis  critics, 
saying  there  was  room  in  any 
party  for  "criticism,  con¬ 
science  and  dissent". 

For  their  part,  MPs  raised 


their  concerns  over  the  cuts 
and  pleaded  not  to  have  to  go 
through  the  same  agony 
again;  Tony  Benn  led  calls  for 
the  Government  to  think  twice 
before  cutting  benefits  for 
disabled  people. 

The  Prime  Minister's  sooth¬ 
ing  tone  did  not,  however, 
detract  from  his  central  mess¬ 
age  —  that  his  determination* 
to  shake  up  the  welfare  state  is 
uncompromising. 

He  would  always  listen  to 
people,  but  governments  had 
to  govern.  "It  is  about  choices 
and  some  of  those  choices  are 
indeed  tough  choices  to  make. 
But  they  have  to  be  made. 
Opposition  MPs  can  always 
say  Yes  or  Maybe  at  the  very 
least.  In  government  yew  have 
to  learn  sometimes  to  say  No. 
Opposition  MPs  can  blame 
everything  on  the  Govern¬ 
ment.  Government  MPs  must 
explain  what  the  Government 
is  doing  and  why." 

Mr  Blair  added:  "I  will 
listen  to  criticism.  I  have 
listened  carefully  to  criticism 
in  recent  days.  There  has  to  be 
room  in  any  party  for  criti¬ 
cism,  for  conscience,  dissent. 

“Constructive  criticism  is 
one  thing.  But  it  should  never 
be  made  in  such  a  way  that  it 
merely  provides  gifts  to  our 
political  enemies,  or  repeats 
their  propaganda  about  bro¬ 
ken  promises,  when  we  have 
broken  none,  or  accuses  us  of 


dismantling  the  welfare  state 
when  h  is  this  party  that  built 
the  welfare  state  and  this 
Government  that  will  save  the 
welfare  state." 

In  his  New  Statesman  arti¬ 
cle,  however,  Mr  Sotey  wrote 
that  the  strategy  had  to  be 
developed  more  coherently: 
"The  problem  for  Labour  is 
how,  to  .create -a-new  welfare 
state  without  exorbitant  costs 
or  the  unacceptable  pain  of 
cuts  to  vulnerable  groups  such 
as  lone  parents." 

The  Government  should  be 
warned  fay  Margaret  Thatch¬ 
er's  experience  when  she  took 
on  state  industries  during  her 
first  term  of  offioe.  "It  was  a 
harsh  way  to  achieve  a  posi¬ 
tive  goal  and  we  must  not 
make  the  same  mistake  with 
the  social  security  system,"  he 
said. 

Today  Harriet  Hannan  will 
face  demands  from  Lord  Ash¬ 
ley  and  members  of  the  all- 
party  disablement  group  to 
call  a  halt  to  any  cuts  for  the 
disabled.  But  Ms  Harman  is 
expected  to  discuss  plans  to  get 
more  people  off  incapacity 
benefit  and  back  into  work. 

The  numbers  of  long-term 
sick  claiming  benefit  have 
soared  to  two  million,  in  spite 
of  more  rigorous  medical 
checks  and  Ms  Hannan  is 
said  to  be  determined  to 
ensure  that  only  those  who 
need  the  benefit  daim  it. 


Ardour  for  Labour 
starting  to  cool 


By  Peter  Riddell 
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PUBLIC  satisfaction  with 
Tony  Blair  and  his  Govern¬ 
ment  has  dropped  sharply 
over  the  post  month,  but 
people  still  prefer  Labour  aver 
the  Tories  fay  a  huge  margin, 
according  to  the  latest  MORI 
poll  for  The  Times. 

The  poll,  undertaken  last 
weekend,  shows  that  the  re¬ 
cent  rows  over  single  parent 
benefits,  beef  and  the  financial 
affairs  of  Geoffrey  Robinson, 
the  Paymaster  General,  have 
taken  some  oF  the  shine  off 
Labour’s  post-election  gloss. 

This  increase  in  public  dis¬ 
satisfaction  has,  however, 
been  of  little  help  to  the 
Opposition  since,  faced  with  a 
choice  of  parties,  people  still 
back  Labour  over  the  Tories 
by  a  twHD-one  margin. 

The  Labour  lead  remains  at 
near  record  levels  for  this 
period  after  , an  election.  Lab¬ 
our  is  now  an.  55  [ter  cent, 
down  just  rate  point  since  Late 
November,  with  the  Tories 
two  points  up  at  26  per  cent 
The  Liberal  Democrats  are 
one  point  down  at  15  per  cenL 

This  tiny  narrowing  in  the 
Labour  lead,  from  32  to  29 
points,  has  occurred  despite  a 
big  drop  in  the  Govemmenrs 
approval  rating*  The  index 
measuring  those  satisfied  mi¬ 
nus  those  dissatisfied  with  the 
way  the  Government  is  run¬ 
ning  the  country  has  dropped 
from  plus  24  points  to  just  plus  • 
five  points.^  Similarly.  Mr 


I 


Blair's  approval  ratings  have 
fallen  from  their  previous  sky- 
high  levels.  His  net  rating, 

.  satisfied  minus  dissatisfied, 
has  dropped  from  plus  50  to 
phis  34  points  over  the  past 
three  weeks.  His  net  rating  is 
now  plus  73  points,  a  record 
for  any  new  Prime  Minister. 
MORI  interviewed  a  represen¬ 
tative  quota  sample  of  2,122 
adults  at  160  sampling  points 
across  Britain  on  December 
12  to  IS.  Data  were  weighted 
to  match  the  prefile  of  the 
population.  Voting  intention 
figures  exclude  those  who 
would  not  vote  (9  per  cent), 
were  undecided  (4  per  cent)  or 
refused  to  say  (1  per  cent). 

U  ..*■»"■  — 1  ■'■TPUfc.'  ■x.-d  UOT 

BHow  would  you  vote 
if  there  werea 
general  election  tomorrow? 

Conservative  labour 

26%  _  ^  68% 


A  David  Banks  cartoon  depicting  the  infamous  baseball  cap  is  fhe  Shadow  Cabinet’s  wedding  gift  to  William  Hague 


Strippers 
ambush 
Hague 
at  party 

By  Andrew  Pierce 

POLITICAL  CORRESPONDENT 

WILLIAM  HAGUE'S  trium¬ 
phant  arrival  for  his  pre¬ 
wedding  celebrations  was 
embarrassingly  delayed  last 
night  when  three  strippers 
accosted  him  on  the  doorstep 
of  the  Conservative  Carlton 
Club. 

the  Tory  leader  made  a 
panic  getaway  as  camera 
bulbs  went  off  when  the  three 
shed  their  fur  coats  and  macs 
to  expose  themselves  to  him 
and  his  fiancee.  The  three 
women  had  been  put  up  to  the 
stunt  by  a  cable  television 
company. 

Mr  Hague  pushed  one  of 
them  aside  as  she  tried  to  kiss 
him.  causing  her  to  stumble 
an  the  slippery  pavement  in 
London'S  St  James’s,  and  then 
raced  for  his  chauffeur-driven 
car  to  escape  photographers. 

With  a  shaken  Ffion  Jenkins 
by  his  side  and  a  puzzled  party 
chairman  Lord  Parkinson 
waiting  in  the  foyer  to  greet 
them,  tiie  couple  were  driven 
round  The  Mall  to  give  them 
time  to  regain  them  poise. 

The  three  women  —  one  a 
Monde,  one  brunette  and  one 
black  —  had  lain  in  wait  for 
the  unsuspecting  couple  for 
almost'  an  hour  as  leading 
.  Continued  on  page  2,  col  4 


'If  you've  stitl  got  U  after 
Christmas  come  back 
and  see  me  there* 


Warning  to  GPs 
about  diicken  flu 

Doctors  in  Britain  have  been 
asked  to  took  oat  for  cases  of 
chidden  flu,  the  new  form  of 
the  disease  which  has  already 
killed  two  people  in  Hong 
Kong. 

.  The  Chief  Medical Officer, 
Sir  Kenneth  Caiman.  has 
written  to  all  GPs  about  the 
virus,  which  is  called  H5N1 
and  was  previously  confined 
to  birds,. _ .  Pagc4 

WumiepuQs  out 

of  ANG  contest 

Winnie  M^dilfiyria-Mandrfa 
withdrew  from  the  rare  for 
the  deputy  presidency  of  the 
African  National  Congress. 

There  was  wild  cheering  at 
the  party’s  fiftieth  national 
conference,  in  Mafddng, 

when  she  made  the  announce¬ 
ment  after  keeping,  delegates 
in  suspense  for  as  long  as 
possible - - - Page  16 


United  v  Monaco 

Manchester  United  wffl  pby 
Moiinco  in  die  European  Cup 
quarterfinals-  -The  first-  leg 
wfllbe  in  tfre  Principal iiyroa 
Mardi'4— ^ — -* 


IRA  bombers  are 
allowed  home 
for  Christmas 

By  Martin  Fletcher,  Chief  Ireiand  Correspondent 


THREE  top  IRA  bombers, 
each  a  high-risk  prisoner  serv¬ 
ing  multiple  life  sentences  at 
the  Maze  prison  outside  Bel¬ 
fast,  are  for  the  fiist  time  being 
allowed  home  for  Christmas 
and  the  New- Year  to  the 
dismay  of  their,  victims'  rela¬ 
tives. 

Patrick  Magee,  who  planted 
the  Brighton  bomb  that  nearly 
kilted  Margaret  Thatcher  and 
her  Cabinet  in  1984,  has  just 
been  granted  ten  days’  leave 
beginning  next  Tuesday. 

Magee,  46.  was  branded  “a 
man  (»  exceptional  cruelty  and 
inhumanity^  by  the  Old  Bailey 

judge  who  in  1986  gave  him 
.eight  life  sentences  with  a 
recommended  minimum  qf  35 
years.  ' 

Also  being  allowed  home 
are,.  Paul  Kavanagh  and 
Thomas  Quigley,  both  4L  who 
.  conducted  .  a  month-long 
London  terror  campaign  in 
1981  including  the  Chelsea  , 
barracks  bomb  that  killed  two 
passers-by  and -injured  many 
Irish  Guards,  a  booby-trapped 
bomb  in  an  Oxford  Street 
Wimpy  bar  that  killed  -a 
bombdisposalexpert  and  the 
bombing  of  the  Wimbledon 
home  of  Sir  Michael  Havers, 
then  the  Attorney-  GeneraL 
“You  showed  not  a ;  spark  of 
compassion.”  said  another 
Old  Bailey  judge  as  he  gave 
itepafr  five  life  sentences  each  ■ 
in  1985.  .  . 

The  tint*  men  are  the  most 
infamous  of  the  160  repubfi- 
'  and  loyalist  paramilitary^ 
—  more  than  a  third 
Maze's  population  — ' 
led.  for  the 
Prison  Ser- 
nmqofcChristmas  leave 


scheme  tins  year.  Sir  Donald 
MacLean,  whose  wife  Murid 
.died  in  the  Brighton  bomb, 
said  the  men  had .  chosen 
terrorism,  were  among  the. 
:  worst  of  fhe  criminal  fraterni¬ 
ty  and  deserved  no  leniency.  \ 

“They  are  getting  the  con¬ 
cession  of  enjayhig  Christmas 

'  with  their  fairatiesbcrt  my  wife 

has  not  been  given  that 
chance.  My  family  has  not 
been  given  the'  chance  of 
seeing  their  mother,  mid  their, 
children  have  been,  denied  the 
chance  of  knowing  their 
grandmother,"  he  saicL 

Andrew  Mackay,  the  Shad¬ 
ow  Northern  Ireland  Secre¬ 
tary,.  said  he .  was  "frankly 
surprised  that  sudi  hardened 
terrorists  with  appalling 
records  and  life  sentences  are 
being  allowed  hone  for 

Chrisctias.  The  public .  wfU 
find  ft  difficult  to  understand 
how  people -with  their  track 
record  shouW  .be  allowed  a 
Christmas  with  them  families 
denied-  to  their'  innocent  vic¬ 
tims."  ■ 

Ken  Maginnis,  the  Ulster 
Unionist  Partys  security 
spokesman,  said  it  was  "un-: 
Keenly  that  the  leadership  and 
'  top  _  activists  of  the  IRA  are 
subject  to  exactly  the  same 
-  criteria  as  the  lesser  criminals 
of  the  terrorist  fraternity". 

The  prison  service  argues 
that  its  home  leave,  schemes 
hdp  inmates  maintain  family 
links  and  so  reduce  the 
chances  of  them  re-offending 
when  eventtfalfy  released,' 
Adam  Ingram,  Northern  Ire-, 
land  security  minister,  said  .DO', 
prisoner  -was  fallowed  .home 
without  a  "rigorous  risk,  a*- 
sessmenr.  . 


Christmas  Opening  Hours 
•.  Monday  to  Friday  9 -30am  to  6:00pm 
Saturday  10.00am  to  6.00pm  Sunday  12-00  to  SkOOpm 
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Icy  smiles  as  one 


THE  TIMES  THURSDAY  DECEMBER  18  2997 


Festive  shin-kicking  dom¬ 
inated  Prime  Minister's 
Questions  yesterday. 
The  Prime  Minister  and  the 
Leader  of  the  Opposition  were 
anxious  to  demonstrate 
Christinas  spirit  to  the  nation 
—  without  missing  their  final 
chance  in  1997  to  be  horrid  to 
each  other.  They  tried  to  do 
both.  The  effect  was  grotesque. 

William  Hague  started  with 
a  shin-kick.  Haw  did  Tony 
Blair  square  his  Paymaster 
General’S  oversighr  of  taxation 
with  his  position  as  a  benefi¬ 
ciary  of  offshore  trusts?  Was 
Geoffrey  Robinson  “entirely 
detached"? 

Mr  Blair  adopted  an  infuri¬ 


ating  s.nile  and  an  air  of 
relentless  goodwill,  rather  like 
one  of  those  Jehovah's  Witness 
callers  whose  expression  of 
infinite  compassion — “forgive 
them  for  they  know  not  what 
they  do"  —  grows  more  serene 
with  every  door  slammed  in 
his  face.  His  reward  is  in 
Heaven. 

"If  I  may  unite  the  House," 
he  cooed,  "by  offering  our  very 
heartiest  congratulations  to 
the  Rt  hon  gentleman  for  the 
celebrations  on  Friday  at  his 
wedding;  and,  on  behalf  of  all 
of  us,  wish  him  and  his  fiancee 
a  very  happy  life  thereafter." 
Blair  then  turned  to  Hague's 
question,  adopting  the  slightly 
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POLITICAL  SKETCH 


wounded  tone  of  a  toastmaster 
heckled  at  a  wedding.  He 
defended  Mr  Robinson. 

"May  I  thank  the  Rt  hon 
gentleman  very  much  for  his 
kind  words."  replied  Hague, 
through  gritted  teeth.  Mem¬ 
bers  had  been  "very  land  to 
my  fiancee  and  me",  he  said, 
turning  to  the  Chain  “and  I 
am  delighted.  Madam  Speak¬ 
er.  that  you  will  be  joining  us 
as  our  wedding." 

Now  it  was  Blair  who  was 


Labour  protests 
force  Hague  to 
reshuffle  team 


By  James  Lan dale 

POLITICAL  REPORTER 

WILLIAM  HAGUE  was 
forced  to  reshuffle  his 
frontbench  ream  last  night 
after  Labour  protested  at  a 
shadow  minister's  links  to  a 
chain  of  nursing  homes  which 
they  claimed  paid  low  wages. 

Michael  Fallon  was  re¬ 
moved  from  his  job  as  Shadow 
Trade  and  Industry  Minister 
after  Labour  claimed  he  could 
have  a  potential  conflict  of 
interest  with  the  Bill  to  set  up  a 
minimum  wage. 

Mr  Fhifon  was  switched  to 
the  Treasury  frontbench  team. 
Tim  Boswell.  MP  for 
Daventry,  moved  from  his 
Treasury  post  to  replace  Mr 
Fallon. 

Mr  Fallon.  MP  for 
Seven  oaks,  was  about  to  be 
appointed  to  the  Commons 
committee  considering  the 
Minimum  Wage  BDI  which 
received  its  second  reading  on 
Tuesday  night. 

However,  according  to  the 
Register  of  Members’  Inter¬ 
ests,  Mr  Fallon  is  a  paid 
adviser  to  Tamaris.  a  com¬ 
pany  which  manages  a  chain 
of  nursing  homes  allied  Qual¬ 
ity  Care  Homes.  Mr  Fallon 
resigned  as  a  paid  director  of 
Quality  Care  last  June  but 
retains  his  shares  in  the  firm. 

In  a  point  of  order  yester¬ 
day.  Denis  MacShane,  Lab¬ 
our  MP  for  Rotherham,  told 


Fallon:  removed  after 
conflict  of  interest  claim 

the  Speaker  that  Mr  Fallon 
had  failed  to  declare  his  inter¬ 
est  in  the  firm  during  his 
Commons  speech  on  tlie  Mini¬ 
mum  Wage  BiU  on  Tuesday 
night  Mr  MacShane  claimed 
that  the  company  paid  some 
employees  about  £3  an  hour. 

He  told  Miss  Booth royd:  "I 
must  ask  you  to  investigate 
this,  because  despite  being 
invited  to  declare  it  last  night 
there  was  an  arrogant  refusal 
to  accept  that  he  has  a  direct 
financial  interest  in  rqecting 
tills  law  and  keeping  wages  as 
low  as  possible  from  which  he 
■will  draw  financial  benefit" 
The  Speaker  told  him;  “All 
members  with  a  financial 
interest  in  the  debate,  when 
speaking  in  the  House  are 
required  to  declare  that  inter¬ 
est  at  the  very  beginning  of  the 


FO  official  to  take 
overatGCHQ 

By  Michael  Evans,  defence  correspondent 


A  senior  Foreign  Office  offi¬ 
cial  is  to  be  the  next  Director 
of  the  Government  Commun¬ 
ications  Headquarters,  the 
signals  intelligence  centre  in 
Cheltenham. 

Jn  fine  with  the  previous 
Government's  policy  of  nam¬ 
ing  the  heads  of  the  intelli¬ 
gence  services.  Downing 
Street  announced  that  Kevin 
Tebbit,  currently  a  deputy 
undersecretary  at  the  Foreign 
Office:  would  take  over  at 
GCHQ  next  month. 


Mr  Tebbit,  51,  was  one  of 
three  on  the  shortlist  to  run 
GCHQ  whose  £430  million 
annual  budget  is  the  largest  of 
the  three  security  and  intelli¬ 
gence  services.  MI5  and  MI6 
have  budgets  of  about  El 30 
million  and  £150  million 
respectively. 

One  of  the  other  shortlisted 
candidates  was  from  the  Min¬ 
istry  of  Defence.  The  third 
was  an  internal  candidate. 

Mr  Tebbit  who  was  educat¬ 
ed  at  Cambridgeshire  High 
School  for  Boys  and  St  John's 
College  Cambridge,  will  suc¬ 
ceed  David  Omand  who,  after 
only  after  18  months  as  direc¬ 
tor,  has  been  promoted  to 
permanent  secretary  at  the 
Home  Office. 

Mr  Tebbit  was  regarded  as 
the  ideal  Whitehall  candidate 
because  his  current  job  in¬ 
volves  responsibility  for  de¬ 
fence  and  intelligence.  He  is 
the  most  senior  link  man  at 
official  level  between  the  For¬ 
eign  Office  and  the  two  ser¬ 
vices  that  come  under  the 
Foreign  Secretary's  remit, 
GCHQ  and  MI6. 


grinding  his  teeth. 

“He  will  forgive  me."  added 
Hague  in  that  determined 
chuckle  he  makes  his  own, 
"for  suggesting  that  just  as  his 
honeymoon  is  coming  to  an 
end.  mine  is  about  to  begin." 

“Normal  hostilities  wifi  now 
resume."  Chuckle.  The  Tory 
Leader  repeated  his  question 
about  Mr  Robinson,  hitting 
“entirely  detached"  with  heavy 
sarcasm. 

Blair's  smile  was  ice.  The 


marriage  this  party  enjoyed 
with  the  electorate,  we  intend’ 
to  continue  at  the  next  elec¬ 
tion."  Tony  Blair  joins  Queen 
Elizabeth  I,  the  Emperor  Hiro- 
hiTo  and  God  in  that  select 
group  of  opinion-formers  who 
believe  themselves  married  ro 
their  people. 

He  repeated  his  support  for 
Robinson,  adding  that  it  was 
“good  that  we  have  highly 
successful  people"  in  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  —  news  received  with  • 
a  rather  muted  cheer  from  the 
humble  backbenches  behind, 
most  of  them  some  £30  million 
poorer  than  Mr  Robinson  and 
aU  of  them  without  office. 

The  Robinson  row  splut¬ 


tered  on  through  PM*  Ques¬ 
tions,  die  seasonal  joy  being, 
mercifully,  at  an  end.  Mr  Blair 
tried  again  to  impress  MPs 
with  the  importance  of  having 
rich  people  in  Government, 
and  was  cheered  just  as  feebly 
the  second  time. 

But  the  Tories  could  not 
quite  make  their  Robinson 
question  stick.  Blairwas  much 
assisted  by  Toiy  backbench¬ 
ers' complete  inability  to  ask  a 

question  succinctly.  :  • 

Each  was  so  determined  to 
load  his  enquiry  with  clever 
remarks  and  damning,  side-, 
swipes  that  the  Prime  Minis¬ 
ter  got  away  with  replying  to 
each  (in  sq  many  words)  "don't 


be  absurd."  Near  the  end 
came  an  act  of  near-kamikaze 
courage  —  or  . folly.  Robert 
Warring  (lab, :  Liverpool  W 
Derby)  told  Blair  how  wrong 
he  was  to  think  money  was 
better  spent,  on  die'  Millenni¬ 
um  Dome  -  than  '  on  the 
disabled! 

Tb  attack  your  Prime  Minis¬ 
ter  is  bold.  To  aita&k  Peter . 
Mandelson  too.  is:cardess. 

□As  I  write.'three  succeeding ; 
contributions  -  to  \-ihe.  Com- 
.  mom *  debate,  announced  on 
my. TV  monitor,  have  come 
from  “Mr  BUzzard”:  "Mrs 
Humble "  and  (the.  debate  is 
on  FisheriesPMr  Gill”. 


FBCHARDPOHLE 


speech."  She  added  that  the 
m alter  could  be  referred  to  Sir 
Gordon  Downey,  the  Parlia¬ 
mentary  Standards  Commis¬ 
sioner. 

Philip  Scott,  managing  di¬ 
rector  of  Quality  Care  Homes, 
said  last  night  that  most 
employees  were  paid  about  E4 
but  admitted:  “I  know  that  we 
have  some  people  below 
E3J0L* 

Mr  Fallon  said  last  night 
that  he  had  been  advised  by 
the  derks  that  he  did  not  have 
to  dedare  an  interest  on  a  Bill 
concerning  general  public  pol¬ 
icy.  But  he  added:  "This  move 
has  been  made  to  avoid  Lab¬ 
our  pursuing  this  particular 
issue  in  committee. 

“Labour  could  have  tabled 
amendments  relating  to  nurs¬ 
ing  homes,  and  to  avoid  that 
potentiality  arising  in  the  de¬ 
tailed  consideration  of  the  BiU. 
the  move  has  been  made." 

Mr  MacShane  confirmed 
that  he  intends  to  ask  Sir 
Gordon  Downey  to  investi¬ 
gate.  The  Toiy  virus  of  sleaze 
has  not  been  eradicated.  A 
frontbench  spokesman  who  is 
a  paid  adviser  to  a  low-pay 
employer  .should  not  have 
been  allowed  within  a  million 
miles  of  a  Minimum  Wage 
Bill.  Moving  him  to  the  Trea¬ 
sury  frontbench  will  make 
matters  worse.  He  will  be  now 
be  hounded  by  Labour  MPs 
who  are  concerned  about  low 
pay." 

Blair  sees 
Ulster 
progress 
in  new  year 

By  Martin  Fletcher 

TONY  BLAIR  admitted  frus¬ 
tration  with  the  slow  pace  of 
the  Northern  Ireland  peace 
talks  last  night,  but  insisted  he 
remained  “cautiously  optimis¬ 
tic,"  that  progress  would  be 
made  in  the  new  year. 

The  Prime  Minister,  was 
speaking  after  the  parties  left 
Stormont  for  the  holiday  hav¬ 
ing  failed  to  agree  an  agenda. 
Mr  Blair  said  the  differences 
between  the  two  sides  were 
less  than  they  appeared.  "One 
of  the  most  frustrating  things 
is  whenever  you  talk  to  people 
outside  the  political  process, 
they  seem  to  have  a  pretty 
dear  understanding  of  what 
needs  to  be  done." 

Mr  Blair  did  not  attempt  a 
walkabout  in  Belfast.  Last 
time,  loyalists  shouted  angrily 
at  him  for  shaking  Gerry 
Adams's  hand.  Yesterday  he 
spoke  to  sixthformers  at  the 
new  Waterfront  Hall,  visited  a 
police  station  and  attended  a 
carol  service  at  an  integrated 
school. 


One  of  the  strippers  exposing  herself  to  Wifliam  Hague  as  he  arrives  for  his  pre-wedding  reception  at  the  Cariton 

Strippers  upstage  Hague  at  party 


Continued  from  page  one 
Tory  politicians  and  their  wives  and 
husbands  filed  past  the  ambush  into  the 
Carlton  Club. 

An  anxious  Mr  Hague  consulted  senior 
aides  on  his  mobile  telephone  to  see 
whether  the  coast  was  clear.  But  it  was  too 
late:  he  leamt  that  photographers  tipped- 
off  in  advance  were  by  then  racing  back  to 
their  offices  with  their  spoils.  Mr  Hague 
was  told  that  the  damage  had  been  done 
and  he  might  as  well  come  back  to  start 
the  party.  He  returned,  putting  a  brave 
face  on  his  embarrassing  encounter. 

Mr  Hague’s  Shadow  Cabinet  also 
managed  to  tease  him  last  night  by 


presenting  him  with  a  cartoon  immortal  - 
is-ing  his  infamous  baseball  cap.The 
wedding  present  depicts  him  in  a  regula¬ 
tion  charcoal-grey  suit  with  a  tiny  maroon  ■ 
baseball  cap  perched  on  the  top  of  a  large 
bald  head.  The  word  Hague  is  embla¬ 
zoned  on  tiie  front  of  the  cap. 

The  Shadow  Cabinet  resisted  the 
temptation  to  buy  a  more  conventional 
present  and  chose  the  illustration  instead 
to  tease  Mr  Hague,  36,  over  his  taste  in 
baseball  caps.  The  Tories;  new  golden 
couple  are  surrounded  by  members  of  the 
Shadow  Cabinet  who  are  represented  as 
choir  boys  clutching  hymn  books.  Few  of 
them  look  cherubic.  They  sit  around  the 


couple’s  feet  looking  more  like  hobgob¬ 
lins.  The  orgrnal  plan  of  the  cartoonist, 
David  Banks,  was  to  portray  the  Shadow 
Cabinet  as  angels. 

The  cartoon  was  the  inspiration  of  Sir 
Brian  Mawhinney,  the  former  Tory  Party 
chairman,  who  was  regularly  the  butt  of 
satirists  in  the  last  Government. 

One  member  of  the  Shadow  Cabinet  i 
said'of  the  cartoon:  .‘It  is  a  bit  of  fun  and 
makes  a  change  from  the  usual  diet  of 
wedding  presents  of-Grystal-and-silve?^ 
salvers.  William  has  a  terrific  sense  of 
humour  and  laughed  his  head  off  when 
he  saw  ft  He  says  it  will  have  pride  of 
place  in  his  study." 


Robinson  was  accused  of 
breaking  currency  rules 


Condoned  from  page  1 

minister.  “Isn’t  it  time  he  did 
the  honourable  tiling  and 
resigned?"  Mr  Hague  asked. 

But  Tony  Blair  insisted  that 
Mr  Robinson  had  abided  by 
the  minsrerial  axle.  He  said  "1 
think  that  it  is  good  that  we 
have  people  who  are  highly 
successful  business  people, 
who  come  and  work  tor  the 
Government.  He  is  doing  an 
excellent  job  there  for  the 
country  without  even  taking  a 
ministerial  salary'-" 

Mr  Hague  persisted:  The 
Paymaster  General  has 
£12  million  in  offshore  trusts. 
He  has  admitted  to  having 
influence  over  those  trusts.  By 
what  twist  of  logic  have  you 
come  to  be  satisfied  that  Mr 
Rob/nsun  is  entirely  detached 
from  decisions  on  these  mat¬ 
ters?"  He  asked  whether  it  was 
time  for  the  Paymaster  Gener¬ 
al  to  "become  detached  from 
ministerial  office". 

An  irritated  Mr  Blair  re¬ 
plied:  The  short  answer  is  no. 
I  don't  accept  that  at  all.  He 
has  not  avoided  UK  tax.  He 
has  paid  probably  more  UK 
tax  than  eirher  me  or  you.” 

Mr  Hague's  attacks  on  Mr 


Sir  Michael  Edwardes,  left  took  his  concerns  about 
Geoffrey  Robinson  to  the  Bank  of  England  in  1980 


Robinson  signalled  the  start  of 
a  barrage  of  questions  from 
the  Tory  back  benches. 

Damian  Green,  MP  for 
Ashford,  said:  “Why  are  you 
dinging  to  this  minister  who  is 
doing  nothing  but  sully  the 
reputation  of  your  Govern¬ 
ment?"  Mr  Blair  told  him:  “As 
has  been  accepted  by  the 
Conservatives  throughout, 
there  is  not  even  the  allegation 
of  something  improper  that 
Geoffrey  Robinson  has  done." 

Labour  MPs  jeered  as  Tim 
Lough  ton.  MP  for  Worthing 


East  and  S  ho  reham.  asked  the 
final  question  about  Mr  Rob¬ 
inson  and  cheered  as  Mr  Blair 
rounded  on  the  Tories  for  their 
“little  exhibition".  He  said: 
The  cheek  of  that  lot  there. 
We  remember  your  record  all 
through  the  past  few 
years. .  .for  you  to  shield  your¬ 
selves  in  the  robes  of  financial 
probity  is  a  joke,  ft  is  seen  as  a 
joke,  it  is  regarded  as  a  joke, 
you  have  no  credibility 
whatsoever." 

Diary,  page  20 


Warning 
on  quotas 
to  protect 
fish  stocks 

By  Michael  Hornsby 

BRITAIN'S  most  profitable 
trawlermen  were  told  yester¬ 
day  to  cut  their  catching 
capacity  by  up  to  36  per  cent 
over  the  next  four  years  to 
protect  depleted  stacks. 

Elliot  Mortey,  the  Fisheries 
Minister,  said  that,  if  trawler- 
men  did  not  co-operate,  the 
Government  would  have  to 
restrict  the  days  they  spent  at 
sea  or  to  dedare  some  waters 
closed  to  fishing.  The  good 
news.  Mr  Morley  said,  was 
-that  most  of  the  British  fleet 
did  not  face  any  further  cuts 
because  the  European  Com¬ 
mission  now  accepted  that 
Britain  was  broadly  meeting 
its  reduction  targets. 

Mr  Mortey,  speaking  in  a 
Commons  debate  on  the  eve  of 
annual  negotiations  in  Brus¬ 
sels  to  fix  catch  quotas,  said 
the  Government  had  secured 
agreement  on  technical 
changes  to  the  way  fleet  capac¬ 
ity  was  measured,  which 
meant  most  of  the  British  fleet 
would  escape  further  cuts. 


Minister 


for  hill 
farmers 

BY^nufpV^tisTEk 

•  POLITICAL  EDITOR  .  ■ 

JACK  .  CUNNINGHAM 
hinted  strongly  yesterday 
that  a  package  of  help  fisc 
hard-pressed  hfll  fernteft 
.  would  be  announced  with¬ 
in  days. 

But  the  Agriculture  Min¬ 
ister  warned  that  the  whale 
beef  industry  would  have 
to  lie  restructured  over  the  ‘ 
next  few  years  as  part  of 
reform  of  the  -Gammon  - 
Agricultural  Policy.  -; 

Although  he  said  it  was 
:  not  a  "done  deal".  Dr 
Cunningham,  with  strong 
backing  from  Donald 
Dewar  and  Ron  Davies, 
the  Scottish  and  Welsh 
secretaries.  Dr  Cunning¬ 
ham  is  dose  to  winning 
agreement  from  Gordon 
Brown  for  extra  financial 
aid  for  the  industry. 

It  will  be.  targeted  on  hill 
farmers  in  the  so  railed 
“less  favoured  areas"  Dr 
Cunningham  said  they 
were  not  “fat  cal  farmers? 
and  their  average  net  in- 

-  come  this  year  was  some 
£6,500.  If  they  were  not 
getting  subsidy  they  would 
go  bust,  he  said. 

But  he  dismissed  sug^s- 
tiorts  that  a  large  sum  of 
money  was  available  from 
the  European  Union. 

Of  the  £980  million 
which  some  claimed  was 
available  from  Brussels, 
some  £S3Sra  would  have  to 
come  from  the  Exchequer 
because  of  rules  negotiated  j 
by  the  Thatcher  govern-  , 
merit  He  could  hardly,  go' 
to  Mr  Brown  for  such  a  big 
sum  today. 

Dr  Cunningham  sug¬ 
gested  that  the  restructur¬ 
ing  would  have  to  be  part 
of  CAP  reform,  but  he  went 
on:  “tVe  have  to  move  ,  to 
world  market  prices.  Pota¬ 
toes,  pigs  and  poultiy  oper¬ 
ate  in  a  world  market 
without  subsidy  and  they 
compete.  Cereals,  milk  and 
beef  lita  in  a  different  kind 
of  world."  There  was  huge 

-  -support-frem  the  CAP-but- 
that  was  not  still  not 
enough  to  make  them' 
profitable. 

“We  spend  £30  billion  on 
the.  CAP  and  end  up 
info  mating,  farmers;  con¬ 
sumer  and  taxpayers.  You 
have  to  be  pretty  Woody 
stupied  to  spend  that  kind 
of  money  and  end  up 
annoying  everybody." 

The  single  biggest  prob¬ 
lem  for  farmers  was  the 
ban.  the  inability  to  sell 
their  products  on  the  inter¬ 
national  market  and  that 
was  why  they  had  to  work 
hard  to  get  it  lifted. 

The  minister  rejected  re¬ 
ports  of  a  rift  with  Euro-' 
pean  partners  over  new 
regulations  to  ban  beef 
imports  which  do  not  con¬ 
form  to  the  UK's  anti-BSE 
standards.  The  minister 
who  returned  from  Brus¬ 
sels  after  two  days  of 
meetings  last  night  insisted 
relations  had  bran  “amica¬ 
ble  and  good  natural"  He 
dismissed  claims  that  some 
countries  wanted  to  see 
legal  action  broughT 
against  Britain  and  said 
tire  Commission  had  today 
confirmed  that  the  unilat¬ 
eral  ban  was  within  EU 
law.  Dr  Cunningham  said  ' 
reports  that  Germany’s 
farm  minister  Jochen 
Bbrchert  had  been  espe¬ 
cially  critical  were  ill- 
placed.  He  said  he  enjoyed 
perfectly  cordial  relations 
with  Mr  Borchert  and  had 
exchanged  Christmas 
greetings  with  him  last 
night 
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ji|  MCC  opens  the  door  for  election  of  women  members 

i  After  200  years,  fair  play  wins  the  day  at  the  world’s  most  renowned  cricket  club,  write  Ivo  Tennant  and  Damian  Whitworth 


,1  A  The  dub  was  founded  in  1787 


AFTER  more foan  two  centuries  of 
excluding  women,  foe  committee  of 
MCC  has  decided  that  such  behave 
lour  is  just  not  cricket 
The  most  renowned  cricket  dub 
in  the  world  has  kmg  had  a 
reputation  for  fair  play  both  on  and 
oft  foe  field.  Only  m  foe  way  it  has 
turned  down  the  appeals  of  female 
players  and  spectators  to  join  the 
dub  has  it  been  accused  by  some  of 
being  unsporting.  Now  by  a  large 
majority,  the  committee  has  recom¬ 
mended  that  women  become  eligi¬ 
ble  for  election  as  members. 


Current  members  will  be  able  to 
vote  at  a  spedal  general  meeting  at 
lord's  on  February  24. 

The  issue  has  been  a  vexed  one 
for  several  years.  The  committee, 
winch. indudes  distinguished  for¬ 
mer  cricketers  in  Ted  Deader  and 
Tony  Lewis,  as  well  as  other, 
prominent  individuals  such  as 
Lord  Alexander  of  Weedon  and  Sir 
Tim  Rice,  admitted  yesterday  that 
it  was  concerned  at  being  regarded 
in  some  quarters  as  “an  old- 
fashioned  male  preserve". 

When  the  Maiylebone  Cricket 


Club  was  founded  in  I7S7,  the 
election  of  female  members  was  not 
countenanced.  The  rules  did  not 
explicitly  exdude  women. .  other 
than  not  allowing  them-  iirto  the  - 
pavilion,  but  the  regulations  were 
drawn  up  on  the  assumption  that  it 
was  a  gentlemen’s  dab.  A  two- 
thirds  majority  of  members-  who 
vote  in  February  wOl  be  required  to 
overturn  this. 

MCCS  committee  believes  that  if 
women  are  to  become  .eligible  for: 
election,  there  should  no  longer  be  ■_ 
any  reason  to  ban  them  from  the 


Long  Baim  although  there  will  be 
practical  considerations  to  take  into 
account  It  is  likely  that  a  ladies 
playing  section  would  be  created, 
as  is  the  case  in  other  sports  dubs. 

In  a  letter  sent  to  the  17,500 
members  (average  age  57)  by  Colin  ' 
Ingicby-M ackenzie,  president' of 
MCC  the  committee ;  states:  rir 
does  not  believe  that  the  question  of . 
.  the .  admission  or  otherwise  of 
ladfes  should  be  decided  on  the 
criterion  of  the  dub^  public  image 
alone.  Other  factors  should  be  . 
considered  such  as  foe  advantages ; 


of  adopting  the  general  member¬ 
ship  policy  of  other  cricket  dubs 
ana  thereby  strengthening  MCCs 
links  with  them;  and  foe  wider 
opportunities  for  .corporate  and 
public  sponsorships  which  would 
almost  certainly  result  from  lady 
membership.*’ 

When  foe  committee  considered 
the  possibility  of  redeveloping  the 
Grand  Stand  in  1995,'  ah  applica¬ 
tion  for  funding  was  made  to  foe 
National  Lottery.  Of  the  reasons 
even  for  rejecting  this,  the  exclu¬ 
sion  of  women  members  was  one. 


Roads  and 
schools  hit 
hardest  by 
first  snow 

By  Peter  Foster,  Nick  Nuttall  and  Simon  de  Bruxelles 


BOOKMAKERS,  stranded 
motorists  and  snowballing 
children  were  all  suffering 
from  cold  feet  yesterday  as 
heavy  snowfalls  swept  across 
the  country,  shutting  hun¬ 
dreds  of  schools  and  causing 
chaos  on  the  roads. 

The  bookmakers  responded 
to  the  Siberian  conditions  by 
cutting  the  odds  on  a  white 
Christinas  from  4/1  to  2/1. 
despite  forecasters'  predic¬ 
tions  that  warmer  weather 
was  on  the  way. 

William  Hill,  who  stand  to 
lose  up  to  E250.000  on  a  white 
Christmas,  said  they  were  still 
smarting  from  last  year’s 
record  payout  "We  are  not 
taking  any  chances.  Last  year 
the  Met  Office  assured  us  it 
would  not  snow  in  London  on 
Christmas  day,  but  it  did.”  a 
spokesman  said. 

The  forecasters  had  more 
success  yesterday,  predicting 
that  snow  would  arrive  in 
London  at  Sam,  which  it  did. 
Longer  range  forecasts,  which 
include  Christmas  Day  .will 
nor  be  available  until  later  in 
the  week- 

Throughout  yesterday 
morning  i  police  reported 
scores  of  minor  road  accidents 


Nurse  wins 
cash  for 
*'  theatre 
assault 

By  A  Correspondent 

A  NURSE  who  was  assaulted 
for  a  consultant  during  an 
operation  was  awarded  E7.50G 
in  damages  yesterday. 

Theatre  sister-  Andrea 
Sefton.  46.  sued  consultant 
anaesthetist  Pravin  Kotacand 
Bury  Health  Care  NHS  Trust, 
in  Greater  Manchester,  for 
emotional  injury  and  harass- 
[|_  ment  that  she  suffered  follow¬ 
ing  the  attack  in  which  she 
was  rapped  three  times  on  the 
head. 

Miss  Sefton  claimed  at 
Clerkenwdl  Court,  London, 
that  when  she  complained  to 
her  bosses  about  the  assault 
her  duties  were  switched  to 
packing  medical  trays  in  a 
backroom.  The  award  was 
made  in  an  out-of-court 
settlement 

The  assault  happened  at 
Fairfield  General  Hospital  in 
Bury  in  November  1993  after 
Mr  Kotac,  the  hospital’s  Medi¬ 
cal  Executive  Director,  had 
asked  Miss  Sefton  to  (ass  him 
an  instrument  during  an 
operation. 

"Before  I  could  turn  round  I 
fell  his  knuckles  hit  my  head 
three  times,"  said  Miss  Sefton. 
“After  we  had  dealt  with  the 
it  patient  another  theafre  sister 
and  myself  approached  Mr 
Kotac  and  1  asked  him  not  to 
hit  me  again.  He  went  totally 
ballistic  and  started  shouting 
at  me." 

B  Mr  Kotac  was  unavailable 
for  comment. 


as  southwestern  Britain 
slipped  and  slithered  its  way 
to  work.  A  woman  was  seri¬ 
ously  injured  in  a  crash  be¬ 
tween  a  car  and  a  lorry  on  the 
A48  near  Cross  Hands,  Car¬ 
marthenshire,  and  there  was  a 
10  vehide  pile-up  on  the  Exeter 
to  Plymouth  section  of  the  A38. 

Morning  flights  from  Car¬ 
diff  airport  were  cancelled 
because  of  drifting  snow  on 
the  main  runway  and  a 
30mph  limit  was  imposed  on 
sections  of  the  M4  between 
Cardiff  and  Swansea. 

In  Cornwall  and  South 
Wales,  where  more  than  400 
schools  were  dosed,  children 
made  the  most  of  the  first 
major  snowfall  of  the  winter 
and  went  sledging  and 
snowballing. 

Motoring  organisations  re¬ 
ported  that  emergency  rails 
'  had  more  than  quadrupled  as 
commuters  ignored  warnings 
and  set  off  to  work  in  the  arctic 
conditions  without  antifreeze 
in  their  engines.  Some  rail 
services  were  also  temporarily 
suspended,  inducting  foe 
main  Plymouth-Exeier  line. 

The  dense  band  of  snow, 
which  drifted  up  to  six  feet' 
deep  pp.  higher  ground,  moved 


Children  given  an  unexpected  day  off  from  school  making  themost  of  thesnowat  Cothan  Gardens,  BristoL  It  is  expected  to  thaw  quickly  today 


steadily  northwards  through¬ 
out  the  day.  carpeting  most  of 
England  by  nightfall.  Tem¬ 
peratures  struggled  to  rise 
above  freezing  at  any  point 
during  foe  day  and.  according 
to  the  London  Weather 
Centre,  the  wind  chill  factor 
made  it  feel  as  cold  as  -10C. 

Across  foe  country  several 
roads,  particularly  minor 


Police  listened 
as  women  were 
killed  with  chisel 


By  Paul  Wilkinson 


POLICE  listened  helplessly  cat 
the  telephone  as  a  killer  ured  a 
chisel  to  torture  his  girlfriend 
and  her  mother  to  death.  The 
cries  for  mercy  of  Eveline 
Oxtoby  and  her  daughter 
Lynn  were  recorded  20  miles 
away  by  control-roam  officers 
who  had  taken  her  999  call. 

By  the  time  police  arrived 
the  two  women  were  lying 
dead  in  the  snow  outside  their 
home  where  they  had  Oed  to 
escape  the  frenzy  of  blows 
struck  by  Robert  Rich.  50. 

Yesterday  he  began  a  dou¬ 
ble  life  sentence  for  the 
killings,  provoked.  Sheffield 
Crown  Court  was  told, 
because  he  was  tormented  by 
the  belief  that  Lynn  Oxtoby. 
30,  was  cheating  on  him. 

During  his  six-day  trial  the 
juiy  heard  the  tape  of  Mrs 
.  Oxtoby "s  emergency  call  from 
the  home  they  aQ  shared  in 
Boroughbridge,  North 
Yorkshire. 

In  h  she  is  heard  saying; 
“There  is  man  going  mad  in 
my  house.  Please  Bob,  don't. 
She  loves  you.  She  loves  yoa." 

Rich's  mother,  Doris,  73, 
burst  into  tears  in  foe  public 
galley  when  foe  jury  returned 
their  verdicts.  But  outside 
court  Mrs  Oxtabys  aster 
Claudette.  61,  said:  “We’re 
pleased  with  foe  outcome.  I 
hope  he  rots  in  hell." 

The  court  had  been  told  that 
Rich,  who  denied  murder,  had 
developed  a  personality  disor¬ 
der,  mahifetising  itself  in 


jealousy  and  obsession  with 
his  girlfriend,  which  could 
have  caused  him  to  kill.  His 
counsel,  Paul  Worslw,  QC, 
said  that  Rich  had  suffered  a 
sudden  and  temporary  loss  of 
control  and  argued  he  was 
gufity  of  manslaughter  on  the 
grounds  of  diminished  re¬ 
sponsibility. 

Rich,  a  retired  RAF  techni¬ 
cian.  stabbed  his  girlfriend  51 
times  before  turning  on  her 
mother  on  January  31  last 
year. 

Pathology  reports  said  that 
the  number  of  stab  wounds 
suggested  the  two  women 
might  first  have  been  tortured. 
Rich  kept  a  diary  of  his 
girlfriend's  movements, 
checked  ha-  car’s  mileage, 
mobile  phone  calls  and  bank 
account  and  followed  her 
when  she  went  out  alone. 


Lynn  Oxtoby:  she 
was  tortured  to  death 


ones,  were  dosed  as  councils 
struggled  to  spread  enough 
grit  and  salt  to  keep  everyone 
on  tiie  move. .  Major  routes, 
induding  sections  of  the  MS, 
M4  and  the  main  A27  Brigh¬ 
ton  bypass,  were  bought  to  a 
standstill,  as  was  the  southern 
half  of  the  Isle  of  Wight  .  .  . 

In  Portsmouth,  four  inches 
of  snow  fell  in  five  hours;  the 
- -  -■  •  ...; - ;= 

Bus  driver 

must  pay 

£5,000  for 

assault 

By  a  Correspondent 

A  BUS  driver  who  threw  a  70- 
yearold  passenger  off  his 
vehide,  leaving  the  lum  un¬ 
able  to  walk,  was  yesterday 
ordered  to  pay  £5,000_ 
compensation. 

However,  even  though  Eric 
Stewart  recently  received  a  ! 
shares  windfall  of  more  than  j 
£20,000,  he  claimed  he  could 
not  pay  compensation  because  I 
he  had  spent  all  the  money. 

Thomas  Valentine  landed  in 
a  concrete  flower  bed  after  he 
was  assaulted.  He  needed 
surgery  to  a  leg  and  nearly 
died  after  complications  dur¬ 
ing  the  operation. 

Dundee  Sheriff  Court  was 
told  that  Stewart,  a  worker- 
shareholder  of  the  Travel 
Dundee  bus  company,  re¬ 
ceived  more  than  £20.000 
when  the  company  was  taken 
over  by  West  Midlands  Buses. 
But  George  Donnelly,  Stew-, 
art’s  solicitor,  said  he  could 
not  pay  the  compensation.  He 
had  grate  on  holiday  in  Flori¬ 
da,  redecorated  the  house  and 
bought  a  car  with  the  cash. 

Sheriff  Richard  Davidson 
said  that,  for  no  obvious 
reason.  Stewart  had  picked  on 
the  passenger  and  nearly 
killed  him.  Specifying  the 
compensation,  he  said:  “This 
elderly  gentleman's  remain¬ 
ing  days  must  be  made  com¬ 
fortable.  If  you  have  to  walk 
around  because  you  can  no 
longer  afford  a  car,  then  that  is 

tough." 


city’s  first  serious  snowfall  for 
ten  years.  Later  In  the  day,  as 
'tiie  snow  reached  North  Wales 
and  northern  England,  sev¬ 
eral  roads  were  dosed  in 
Powys  and  across  foe  Pen- 
nines.  The  Humber  bridge, 
foe  Ouse  bridge  and  elevated 
sections  of  foe  M62  were, 
dosed  to  higlhsidefl  vehicles 
as  winds  gusted  to  50mpb. 


Water  companies  urged  the 
managers  of  schools,  factories, 
public  biddings  and  offices  to 
keep  a  minimum  level  of' 
beating  on  over  the  Christmas 
period  to  reduoe  die  ride  of 
burst  pipes  and  the  threat  of 
drought  next  year.  They  are 
also  asking  the  Government  to 
put  pressure  on  councils  to  fit,, 
leak  detection  and  automatic 


supply  shut  down  devices  bn 
pipes  especially  in  schools. 

Airlines  wore  gearing  up  to 
meet  the  rush  of  Britons 
anxious  to  escape  to  sunnier 
regions  for  the  Christmas 
break.  Thailand,  foe  Caribbe¬ 
an  and  Kenya  are  among  the 
most  popular  destinations'. 

Forecast  page  24 


The  committee  admits,  though, 
that  a  mixed  membership  would 
alter  foe  atmosphere  of  foe  dub 
and.  in  particular,  the  pavilion  .ana 
that  resources  would  be  needed  to 
adapt  facilities  such  as  die 
lavatories.  . 

The  only  previous  occasion  on 
which  this  issue  was  debated !  was 
six  years  ago.  Fewer  than  halt  the 
members  voted.  Of  those  who  did. 
2J71  were  in  favour  of  a  mixed  sex 
dub  and  4,727  againsL  The  voting 
is  expected  to  be  closer  this  time, 
given  the  committee's  lead. 


Women 
warned  of 
minicab 
danger 

By  Kathryn  Knight 

POLICE  yesterday  issued  a 
warning  about  using  unli¬ 
censed  minicab  drivers  over 
Christmas  and  the  new  year 
after  a  woman  was  raped  after 
leaving  a  party. 

The  attack  is  the  66th  sex 
attack  by  men  posing  as 
minicab  drivers  In  London 
.alone  in  the  last  year.  Officers 
now  fear  rogue  drivers  may  be 
targeting  late-night  party- 
goers  over  Christmas  as  the 
shortage  of  licensed  cabs  due 
to  increased  demand  tempts 
women  to  use  street  touts. 

The  latest  victim,  aged  22, 
climbed  into  a  car  which 
approached  her  as  she  walked 
to  get  a  late-night  snack  on  her 
way  home  from  a  party  in 
Battersea,  southwest  London 
on  December  7. 

She  fell  asleep  and  awoke  at 
a  petrol  station  to  discover  she 
was  locked  in  with  her  sear 
fully  redined  and  her  seat  belt 
fastened.  She  was  then  driven 
to  a  bade  street  and  raped.  The 
terrified  women  made  her 
escape  after  the  driver 
dropped  her  nearby. 

Scotland  Yard  yesterday  ap¬ 
pealed  for  any  other  women 
approached  in  similar  circum¬ 
stances  by  drivers  to.come 
.  forward,  among  fears  that  the 
latest  figures  conceal  the  full 
extent  of  the  problem. 

Detective  Superintendent 
Bill  Grahaxnslaw,  who  heads 
the  unit  which  tackles  sex 
crime  in  London,  said  he  was 
,  very  concerned  about  the 
n  umber  afattacks,  which  had 
increase*^  ‘ 


'  Police  chief  stole  from  Harrods 


By  Damian  Whitworth 

iiEF  of  police  from  Azerbaijan  and 
utife  stole  goods  worth  £1^99  f™™ 
rods  when  they  came  to  Brrfalnto 
heir  14-yearoid  son  Into  an  oxiora 
ding  schooL  .  , 

sterday  Khosrov  Chanueva.  37,  and 
u  40.  a  teacher,  who  had  denied  the 
s,  were  fined  £2000  each  at 


11  LOHODO.  JW.  ~ _ 

than  50  items,  including  scarves 
£149  each,  pens, 

xer  sunglasses.  They 

5)  in  cashand  more  than  £600 


Reding  with  them  during  the  45-miimte 
thefts. 

The  court  was  shown  an  hour-long 
video  of  foe  couple’s  visit  to  Che  store  and 
the  goods,  with  security  tags  missing, 
were  laid  out  on  tables.  The  cogple.  who 
spoke  through  an  interpreter,  came  to 
England  fora  ten-day  trip  in  September. 
They  Spent  the  night  in  police  cells  after 
being  arrested  on  die  eve  of  their  return 
flight  to  Russia. 

Mr  Cbaimeva  denied  stealing  a  £107 
pair  of  Ray-Ban  sunglasses  and  a  letter 
opener  and  his  wife  denied  steading  foe 
rest  of  a  EUJ82  haul.  Astore  detective, 
Christopher  RyemiU.  told  the  court  that 


the  coupte  were  walking  around  the  store 
separately  during  their  visit  but  met  on 
several  occasions  and  -  that  on  one 
ocouaon  Mis  Chamfeva  paid  for  an  item 
before  continuing  to  steal  She.  later 
claimed  to  police  that  she  was  intending 
to  pay  for  everything  in  one  go  after 
selecting  what  she  wanted. 

At  one  stage  Mr  Ghamieva  passed  his 
wife  a  pair  of  sunglasses.  She  placed 
them  into  her  podset  before  passing  them 
back  to  her  husband,  after  dropping  foe. 
price  ticket  to  the  floor.  Mr  Chanrieva 
was  stopped  after  setting  off  an  arid-theft 
alarm  as  he  was  about  to  leave  ,  tiie 
KnJghtsbridge  store. 
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Suspended 
Labour  MP 
appears 
in  court 

By  Shirley  English 

MOHAMMED  SARWAR, 
the  suspended  Labour  MP 
for  Glasgow  Govan,  ap¬ 
peared  in  court  for  the  first 
time  yesterday  to  face 
charges  of  election  fraud, 
attempting  to  pervert  the 
course  of  justice  and  break¬ 
ing  the  law  on  his  election 
expenses. 

The  45-y ear-old  MP  ap¬ 
peared  in  private  at  Glasgow 
Sheriff  Court  before  Sheriff 
Charles  MacFariane  and 
Procurator  Fiscal  Barry 
Dickson.  He  made  no  plea  or 
declaration  and  was  released 
on  baiL 

After  the  hearing  Mr 
Sarwar  issued  a  statement  in 
which  he  said:  “I  reaffirm 
that  1  have  done  nothing 
wrong  and  1  maintain  that  1 
am  innocent  of  all  charges!" 
He  said  he  had  no  intention 
of  resigning  but  would  not 
make  his  maiden  speech  to 
the  House  of  Commons  to¬ 
morrow  as  planned. 

Under  Scottish  law.  the 
Crown  now  has  up  to  a  year 
to  draw  up  detailed  charges, 
if  any.  against  Mr  Sarwar 
and  take  the  case  to  court.  Mr 
Sarwar  could  lace  a  fine  or 
jail  if  he  is  found  guilty  of 
charges  of  fraud  in  relation 
to  the  late  registration  of 
voters. 

The  millionaire  cash  and 
cany  businessman,  became 
Britain's  first  Muslim  MP  on 
May  I  and  was  the  first  MP 
ever  to  swear  an  oath  to  the 
House  on  the  Koran. 


to  be  on  alert 
for  chicken  flu 


Mohammed  Sarwar  after  his  court  appearance  in  private  in  Glasgow  yesterday 


DOCTORS  m  Britain  have 
been  asked  to  look  out  for 
cases  of  chicken  flu.  a  deadly 
new  form  of  the  disease  that 
has  already  killed  two  people 
in  Hong  Kong. 

Sir  Kenneth  Caiman,  the 
Chief  Medical  Officer,  has 
written  to  all  GPs  warning 
them  of  the  danger.  So  far,  the 
disease  is  limited  to  Hong 
Kong,  where  health  authori¬ 
ties  have  reported  seven  con¬ 
firmed  cases,  two  deaths,  and 
an  additional  12  suspected 
cases.  The  virus,  called  H5N1, 
had  been  found  only  in  birds 
before  the  first  human  case 
appeared  in  the  former  colony 
in  May. 

Sir  Kenneth  has  set  in 
motion  the  first  phase  of  the 
Government's-  flu  pandemic 
“action  plan”  which  is  used 
whenever  a  new  variety  of  flu 
emerges.  He  said  yesterday: 
"All  the  preparations  are  in 
place  to  ensure  that  if  the 
Hong  Kong-type  flu  spreads 
we  are  well  ahead.  This  is  not 
a  panic  measure.  It  is  a  way  of 
preparing  for  this  kind,  of 
thing  so  we  are  ready.” 

The  Public  Health .  Labora¬ 
tory  Service  monitors  the  flu 
strains  in  circulation  by  ana¬ 
lysing  swabs  sent  by  a  -selet> 
tion  of  GPs.  So  far.  they  have 
found  no  evidence  of  H5N]  in 
Britain,  nor  indeed  of- any  flu 
outbreak.  "Flu  is  at  present  at 
background  levels.”  a  PHLS 
spokesman  said  yesterday. 
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BIGGEST  RANGE  OF 
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Disease  that  has 
killed  two  could 
spread  to  Britain, 
report  Jonathan 
Mirsky  and 
Nigel  Hawkes 

The  latest  victims  of  the  bird 
flu  in  Hong  Kong,  a  boy  and  a 
girl  aged  two  and  three,  were 
cousins  of  a  five-year-old  girl 
suffering  from  the  disease, 
raising  fears  that  it  had  begun 
to  spread  person-to-person 
rather  than  simply  from  chick¬ 
ens.  A  spokesman  at  Queen 
Mary  Hospital  in  Hong  Kong 
said  the  children  were  in 
“stable”  condition  after  being 
admitted  on  Tuesday. 

A  massive  surveillance  op¬ 
eration  has  begun  in  Hoag 
Kong  on  imported  fowl  from 
the  Chinese  mainland,  which 
make  up  75  per  cent  of  the 
chickens  eaten  in.  the  former 
colony.  Starting  next  week, 
samples  will  be  taken  from 
every  truck  bringing  chickens 
across  the  border.  The  Secre¬ 
tary  for  Economic  Services, 
Stephen  Yip,  said  yesterday 
that  because  of  a  technical 
“breakthrough”,  the  govern¬ 


ment  could  speed  up  the 
laboratory  inspection  of  the 
samples.  Before  Christmas,  he 
added,  chicken  farms  in  Hong 
Kong  and  in  China,  would  be 
checked.  There  is  no  health 
regulation  requiring  hygiene 
certificates  for  imported  fowl. 

Katherine  Hak,  the  Secre¬ 
tary  for  Health  and  Welfare, 
said  yesterday  that  medical 
staff  throughout  Hong  Kong 
had  been  put  on  the  alert  for 
victims  of  tiie  avian  virus, 
-  although  initial  symptoms  do 
not  vary  significantly  from 
those  of  common  flu.  Hospi¬ 
tals  have  made  contingency 
plans  to  handle  more  patients. 

Doctors  are  concerned  that 
the  virus  may  already  have 
mutinied.  Keiji  Rikuda,  from 
the  Atlanta  Centres  for  Dis¬ 
ease  Control,  said  yesterday. 
“It’s  possible  the  virus  has 
been  circulating  among 
humans  and  that,  it’s  already 
changed  a  bit  Viruses  change 
a  lot  and  that*  something  that 
worries  us." 

Although  it  is  not  certain  yet 
that  H5N1  is  transmitted  foam 
human  to  human,  Dr  Fukuda 
noted  that  me  of  the  reasons 
most  of  the.  nine  victims  are 
children  is  that  “kids  tike  this 
are  always  rolling  around  cm 
each,  other  in  school  and 
playgroups.  If  the  virus  is 
airborne  or  transmitted  by 
touch,  this  is  the  group  in 
which  it  would  be  most  easily 
transmitted.”  ■ 


Smear-test  labs 
face  shake-up 
to  allay  fears 

By  Ian  Murjray,  medical  correspondent 


CERVICAL  screening  services 
are  to  be  reviewed  after 
Health  Department  figures 
disclosed  yesterday  that  two 
out  of  five  laboratories  fail  to 
meet  national  standards  and 
one  in  five  does  too  little  work 
to  ensure  staff  maintain  the 
necessary  skills  for  their  work. 

The  review  oomes  after  a 
series  of  smear-rest  scares 
which  have  shaken  public 
confidence.  Sir  ,  Kenneth 
Caiman,  the  Chief  Medical 
Officer,  has  ordered  a  rapid 
review  of  the  work  at  all  181 
-  laboratories  involved  in 
screening  in  England.  It 
should  be  complete  by  Febru¬ 
ary.  Lade  of  resources  for 
training  staff  and  running  the 
labs  is  one  of  the  issues  which 
will  be  considered. 

Sir  Kenneth  said  yesterday 
he  would  not  hesitate  to  dose 
down  any  unit  carrying  out 
fewer  than  15.000  screenings  a 
year  if  it  was  failing  patients  in 
any  way.  The  figures  show 
that  34  laboratories  handle 
fewer  than  that  number  and 
that  12  of  these  also  failed  to 
meet  the  national  target  for 
test  results.  Sir  Kenneth  said 
two  of  these  had  already  been 
dosed  and  the  others  would 
come  under  dose  scrutiny. 

The  new  regulations  make  it 
compulsory  over  the  next  six 
months  for  all  laboratories  to 
be  officially  accredited.  This 
means  that  staff  and  facilities 
must  meet  approved  stan¬ 
dards  and  are  then  subject  to 
external  audit  of  their  perfor¬ 
mance  every  five  years. 

Until  now  accreditation  has 
been  voluntary  and  one  lab¬ 
oratory  in  three  has  not  joined 
thescheme.  They  indude  Kent 
and  Canterbury  Hospital, 
where  91 ,000  smears  had  to  be 
rechecked  after  faults  emerged 
in  the  quality  of  screening 


there.  The  laboratory  there 
lias  now  been  dosed  and  work 
transferred  to  the  William' 
Harvey  Hospital  at  Ashford. 
Kent,  where,  according  to  the 
new  figures,  test  results  are 
still  not  meeting  national 
targets. 

Under  current  guidelines,  ft 
is  expected  that  only  between  ? 
per  cent  and  9  per  cent  of  tests 
should  .be  inadequate,  either- 
because  of  faulty  technique  or 
because  of  the  woman's  condi¬ 
tion.  A  higher  number  than 
this  suggests  that  techniques 
are  of  poor  standard.  A  lower 
number  can  mask  the  fact  the 
laboratory  is  failing  to  spot 
women  with  abnormalities. 

The  figures  show  (hat  80  of 
the  laboratories  have  results 
which  are  outside  these  target 
figures,  57  of  them  with  too 
many  inadequate  smears  and 
23  of  them  with  too  few.  The 
Royal  Albert  Infirmary  in 
Wigan.  Lancashire,  has  34.8 
per  cent,  while  the  Royal 
Surrey  County  Hospital,  only 
registers  1.7  per  cent 

Staff  Iran  laboratories 
which  do  not  meet  the  targets 
will,  where  necessary,  have 
refresher  training. 


Caiman:  wffl  not  hesitate 
to  shut  fooling  units 


Campbell:  declared 
war  on '^effow  periT 

Stickers 
cover  up 
secrets  of 
the  civil 
servants 

bv  Valerie  Eixiott 

-THE  office  worker’s  yellow 
sticky  label  emerged  yes¬ 
terday  as  a  potential  weap¬ 
on  for  the  Sir  Humphreys 
of  Whitehall  to  avoid  the 
constraints  of  the  proposed 
new  Freedom  of  Informa¬ 
tion  legislation. 

Incriminating  or  sensi¬ 
tive  information  or  re-, 
marks  can  be  stuck  on  to  ' 
files  by  officials,  and  if 
anyone  requests  release  of 
the  document  under  Free¬ 
dom  of  Information,  it  is 
handed  aver  without  the 
yellow  stickers. 

The  fascinating  insight 
into  the  clandestine  world 
of  government  was  re¬ 
vealed  in  the  Commons 
yesterday  by  Ronnie 
Campbell,  Labour  MP  for . 
Blyth  Valley.  He  had  ob-  ' 
served  the  practice  used  by 
officials  in  Australia  and 
was  anxious  that  the  use  of 
the  stickers  —  which  he 
dubbed  “die  ydlow  peril" 
—  should  be  outlawed 
under  future  British 
legislation. 

Mr  Campbell  asked  Dr 
David  Clark,  Chancellor  of 
foe  Duchy  of  Lancaster,  if 
he  would  make  it  a  specific 
offence  for  officials  to  re¬ 
move  such  sticky  labels. 

He  said:  “This  practice 
was  really  not  right  People 
were  not  getting  the  right, 
information  and  were 
being  cheated  of  it1’ 

Dr  Clark  accepted  that  '" 
Mr  Campbell  had  raised ' 
“a  real  point”  but  was 
undear  whether  it  could  be 
made  a  specific  offence. 

He  told  MPs  on  the 
public  administration  com¬ 
mittee  that  Government 
departments  would  have  to 
look  at  the  whole  issue  of 
record-keeping,  and  there 
would  be  an  obligation  on 
them  to  set  new  record 
management  standards. 

He  was  undear  whether 
the  practice  of  using  stick¬ 
ers  would  be  covered  by  the 
proposed  new  criminal  of¬ 
fence  for  the  “wilful  or 
reckless  destruction,  alters 
ation  or  withholding"  of 
records  relevant  to  an  in¬ 
vestigation  by  the  Informa¬ 
tion  Commissioner.  It  was 
dear  that  MPs  on  the 
committee  were  sceptical 
about  the  proposals  and 
how  avfl  servants  would 
“get  round”  any  tough  law. 

Rhodri  Morgan,  com¬ 
mittee  chairman,  asked  Dr 
Clark: "  Will  it  be  a  case  of 
more  lunches  at  the  Re¬ 
form  Club  rather  than 
rirdrfaiing  advice  to  minis¬ 
ters?"  He  urged  him  to 
introduce  the  offence  in 
ahead  of  the  Freedom  of 
Information:  "If  the  new 
criminal  offence  oomes  into, 
bong  when  Fol  becomes 
lawmen  you  can  imagine  a 
whole  process  of  reading 
and  shredding  by 
officials.” 


A  DAY  out  with  the  British 
Ambassador  in  Paris  or  man¬ 
aging  Barcelona  football  dub 
are  among  the  prizes  on  offer 
to  British  schoolchildren  in  a 
government  attempt  to  make 
Europe  popular  with  the 
young. 

One  of  Tony  Blair's  aims  for 
the  British  presidency  of  the 
EU  is  to  reduce  Euro- 
sceptidsm  and  to  enthuse 
young  people  about  Europe. 
Doug  Henderson,  Minister 
for  Europe,  teamed  up  yester¬ 
day  with  Baroness  Blackstone, 
Education  Minister,  and 
Chris  Rogers  from  BBC's 
/Vewsround  to  launch  a  series 
of  competitions  for  children. 

"Ambassador  for  a  Day"  is 
open  to  11  to  15  year  olds  and 
will  allow  100.  winners  to 
spend  a  day  in  Europe. 
Among  die  prizes  are  a  day 


with  Bobby  Robson,  of  Barce¬ 
lona;  Klaus  Kinkri,  the  Ger¬ 
man  Foreign  Minister;  a 
French  cheesemaker,  a  de¬ 
signer  at  the  Krizfa  fashion 
house  in  Milan;  Michael  Jay, 
the  British  Ambassador'  in 
Paris;  and  a  footballer  from 
Borns sia  Dortmund. 

Entrants  will  have  to  an¬ 
swer  three  questions  about  the 
EUand  state  what  they  would 
like  to  do  if  chosen  to  be  an 
ambassador  for  a  day  in 
France,  a  thousand  young¬ 
sters  will  be  selected  for  die 
second  stage  of  the  competi¬ 
tion  when  they  will  be  asked  to 
produce  a  creative  entry 
linked  to  Europe,  the  millenni¬ 
um  and'  the  environment 
They  will  be  judged  by  region 
and  the  winners  will  spend  a 
day  in  Europe. 

Another  competition,  “Cde- 


tpcr-i-' .. 


Children  given  chance  to 
win  days  out  in  Europe  * 

'■  By  Valerie  Eixjott.  Whitehall  rnrm& 


bra  ting  Europe”,  could  win 
£5,000  for  the  school,  college 
or  youth  group  which  creates 
a  project  to  highlight  the 
benefit  of  links  between  young 
people  hi  the  United  Kingdom 
and  fixe  Continent 

Budding  fashion  desingers 
are  being  tempted  to  compete 
to  stage  a  catwalk  show  at  the 
start  of  British  Fashion  Week 
next  year  and  a  European 
youth  football  tournament  is 
also  planned. 

A  -special  schools  pack. 
"Partners  in  Europe",  is  also 
available  to  help  schools  de¬ 
velop  partnerships  with 
schools,  abroad  The  launch 
took  place  yesterday  at  Dept¬ 
ford  Green  School.  New 
Cross,  .Soudr  London,  which 
has  partnership  projects  with 
schools  in  Benin.  Paris  and 
Lisbon. 
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Editor  defends 
spoof  Clark 
diaries  as  ‘tease’ 


HOME  NEWS 


CLARK,  the  Conserva- 
nve  MPand  diarist  loves  to  be 
naughty  and  famous**  but  is 
not  prepared  to  be  teased  by  a 
newspaper,  it  was  claimed 

«•.  yesterday. 

Max  Hastings.  Editor  of  the 
tvenmg  Standard,  said  in  a 
written  statement  read  to  the 
P’S"  Court  in  London  that  he 
“3°  been  surprised  that  Mr 
Clark  did  not  see  the  joke  in  a 
senes  of  spoof  articles.  Alan 
■  Secret  Political  Diarv, 
m.  the  newspaper. 

Mr  Dark  is  claiming  dam- 
ages  and  an  injunction  pre¬ 
ying  the  London  paper 
from  further  publication  of  the 
articles  which,  he  says,  con¬ 
fuse  the  public  and  damage 
his  reputation  as  a  “serious 
man  of  letters".  Mr  Hastings 
said  the  articles,  which  were 
written  by  a  journalist,  en¬ 
larged  Mr  Clark's  reputation 
for  “general  naughtiness"  and 
maintained  his  public  profile. 

He  said  that  the  two  men, 
who  had  been  friends  for  same 
ten  years,  discussed  the  possi- 
'  t  biliry  of  legal  action  at  a  lunch 
in  June  at  Wilton's,  a  fashion¬ 
able  restaurant  in  Piccadilly. 
“He  asked  whether  or  not  that 
[legal  action]  would  affect  my 
relationship  with  him,"  Mr 
Hastings  said.  “1  said  that  it 
would  not  and  that,  if  he 
wished  to  pursue  the  matter 
through  the  court,  then  that 
was-  his  prerogative.  We 
would  each  have  our  respec¬ 
tive  legal  teams  in  position 
and  may  the  best  man  win." 

The  spoofs,  illustrated  with 
a  photograph  of  Mr  Clark,  are 
written  by  Peter  Bradshaw,  a 
staff  journalist  on  the  news¬ 
paper.  Mr  Hastings  said: 
“The  Pster  Bradshaw  pieoes 
are  intended  to  be — and  are — 
a  perfectly  legitimate  tease. 


Defence  claims 
articles  simply 
add  to  ‘naughty’ 
reputation  of 
Tory  MP,  writes 
Emma  Wilkins 

being  in  the  best  traditions  of 
parody  and  satirical  writing.  I 
am  sorry  that  Mr  Clark  has 
shown  himself  not  prepared  to 
be  teased,  especially  as.  with 
the  greatest  respect  to  Mr 
Clark,  he  has  always  encour¬ 
aged  and  thrived  cm  publicity. 
He  loves  to  be  famous  and 
loves  to  be  naughty." 

The  “preposterous"  content 
of  the  diaries,  which  include 
references  to  women  in  Mr 
Clark's  constituency  of  Ken¬ 
sington  and  Chelsea  throwing 
rbeir  undergarments  at  him  in 
excited  admiration,  were  a 
clear  indication  of  a  spoof,  Mr 


Clark:  he  is  seeking 
to  halt  publication 


Hastings  said.  “I  do  not 
believe  that  any  interested 
reader  of  these  articles  would 
seriously  believe  they  were  by 
Alan  Clark," 

According  to  evidence  given 
by  Donald  Trelford.  a  news¬ 
paper  columnist  and  former 
Editor  of  The  Observer,  Mr 
Clark’s  reputation  could  not 
be  damaged  by  the  articles. 
There  really  is  no  such  thing 
as  bad  publicity.  Anything  Mr 
Clark  does  or  is  thought  to 
have  done,  however  disreputa¬ 
ble  to  some,  could,  in  my  view, 
only  add  to  his  value  and 
demand  for  his  work." 

He  told  the  court:  "The 
celebrity  figure  gains  glamour 
whatever  is  written  about 
them  because  any  dirt  doesn't 
seem  to  stick." 

At  this  stage  the  judge,  Mr 
Justice  Lightman,  intervened. 
“It  didn't  work  out  like  that  for 
Oscar  Wilde."  he  said. 

"But  that  was  a  long  time 
ago.  my  lord,  and  before  the 
tabloid  press,"  Mr  Trelford 
said. 

Matthew  Evans,  chairman 
of  die  publishing  firm  Faber 
and  Faber,  said  he  could  not 
believe  that  any  reader  would 
think  the  spoofs  were  written 
by  Mr  Clark.  If  anyone 
believed  they  were,  it  might  be 
"marginally"  to  his  disadvan¬ 
tage,  but  would  probably  not 
dissuade  them  horn  buying 
the  genuine  article. 

Both  Mr  Evans  and  Mr 
Trelford  appeared  as  witness¬ 
es  for  the  Evening  Standard  to 
support  ' the  newspaper’s  de¬ 
fence  that  Mr  Clark’s  reput¬ 
ation  and  future  earning 
prospects  could  not  be  dam¬ 
aged  by  publication  of  the 
spoofs. 

The  case  was  adjourned 
until  January  12. 


University  applications 
fall  despite  late  rush 

By  David  Charter,  education  correspondent 


TWENTY'  thousand  fewer 
people  have  applied  for  univ¬ 
ersity  places  next  year,  despite 
an  unprecedented  last-minute 
rush,  the  Universities  and 
Colleges  Admissions  Service 
said  yesterday. 

A  sixth  of  the  326,220  candi¬ 
dates  for  courses  next  autumn 
applied  in  the  four  days 
r  \before  the  deadline  passed  on 
m  Monday.  Despite  a  6  per  cent 
fall,  ministers  welcomed  the 
rally  as  proof  that  they  were 
winning  the  argument  over 
next  year's  £1,000  tuition  fees. 

There  had  been  fears  of  a 
much  larger  drop  than  2Q.S17 
candidates,  especially  since 
26.000  extra  students  were 


admitted  this  October  after  a 
stampede  to  avoid  the  fee. 

Tony,  Higgins,  chief  execu¬ 
tive  ofUCAS,  said  that  poten¬ 
tial  students  might  be  waiting 
for  dearer  details  of  the  fees 
and  a  loan  scheme  being 
devised  by  the  Government 

“There  has  been  an  unprec¬ 
edented  deluge  of  applica¬ 
tions  in  the  last  few  days 
leading  up  to  the  dosing  date, 
with  52300  forms  received  in 
the  last  four  days  alone."  he 
said.  There  appeared  to  be 
"considerable  misunder¬ 
standing"  over  the  new  finan¬ 
cial  arrangements. 

Baroness  Blackstone,  the 
Higher  Education  Minister. 


said  she  was  confident  univer¬ 
sities  would  fill  their  places 
next  year.  A  leaflet  was  going 
out  explaining  fees  would  be 
means  tested. 

Funding  details  were  also 
published  yesterday  which 
showed  tuition  fees  will  pro¬ 
vide  less  than  half  the  money 
that  the  Government  advisers 
say  is  needed  to  avoid  "signifi¬ 
cant  damage"  to  universities. 

The  course  charges  next 
autumn  will  provide  £126  mil¬ 
lion,  the  Higher  Education 
Funding  Council  announced. 
Sir  Ron  D earing,  in  his  re¬ 
view  of  higher  education  for 
the  Government,  said  that 
£350  million  was  required. 
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VISIT  THE  NEW 
CHOPARD  ESPACE 
AT  HARRODS  AND  DISCOVER 
AN  EXQUISITE  RANGE 
OF  FINE  JEWELLERY 
AND  WATCHES. 


Fine  Jewellery.  Ground  Floor. 
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Vicar  and  his 
daughter  die 
in  road  crash 


The  Rev  Frederic  Williams,  a  rural  dean  in  North  Yorkshire,  who  died  with  his  daughter 
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PRICE  CRASH 


yrea  VOUCHER  SWINGS 


By  Paul  Wilkinson 

A  COUNTRY  vicar  and  his  17- 
year-old  daughter  were  killed 
yesterday  as  he  rook  her  on  a 
driving  lesson.  The  Rev 
Ftcdric  Williams  and  his 
daughter,  Stephanie,  died 
when  the  Citroen  she  was 
driving  collided  with  a  lorry. 

Mr  Williams.  56.  known  as 
Barry,  was  rural  dean  of 
Buckrase.  with  responsibility 
for  15  parishes  in  North  York¬ 
shire.  The  Archbishop  of  York, 
the  Most  Rev  David  Hope, 
said  prayers  for  the  Williams 
family.  He  was  deeply  shock¬ 
ed.  and  Mr  Williams  would  be 
sadly  missed.  Dr  Hope  said. 

The  collision  happened  as 
the  Williams's  car  pulled  from 
a  lane  on  to  the  A64  about  a 
mile  from  their  home  at 
Rillingtoa  John  Clayton,  a 
traffic  constable  with  North 
Yorkshire  Police,  said  that 
shortly  before  the  accident  Mr 
Williams  and  his  daughter 
had  swapped  seats.  "Unfortu¬ 
nately,  the  girl  driver  was  only 
a  provisional  licence-holder 
and  a  very  inexperienced  mo¬ 
torist  The  family  is  devastated 
and  distraught" 

The  driver  of  the  articulated 
lorry,  from  Preston,  Lanca¬ 
shire,  was  not  hurt 

Stephanie  was  a  pupil  at 
Norton  College,  near  Mai  ton, 
where  her  father  was  chair¬ 
man  of  governors.  She  had 
worked  pan-time  as  a  wait¬ 
ress  in  a  local  pub.  and  had 
wanted  to  become  a  doctor. 

Peter  Burton,  the  head¬ 
teacher.  said  that  Stephanie 
had  been  an  exceptional  stu- 


Stephanie  Williams,  who 
was  learning  to  drive 

dent  and  had  been  offered  a 
place  ar  medical  school.  'The 
school  was  assembled  and 
told  of  the  tragedy:  prayers 
were  said  for  the  Williams 
family.  Our  thoughts  go  out  to 
her  older  sister.  Helen,  and 
her  mother.  Jenny.  We  are  all 
in  shock." 

The  Rev  Basil  Siddons.  su¬ 
perintendent  minister  of  the 
Pickering  Methodist  Circuit, 
said  Mr  Williams  "was  a  love¬ 
ly  man.  a  super  guy.  He  was 
extremely  sincere  and  devout." 
The  Rev  Jonathan  Coupler,  yi- 
car  of  Christ  Church,  Brid¬ 
lington.  said:  “He  was  a  great 
friend,  wise  and  loyal.  We  will 
miss  his  sensitivity  and  real. 
He  was  very  highly  thought 
of.  Stephanie  was  a  lovely  girl 
who  was  doing  her  A  levels. 
She  was  a  girl  of  great  faith." 

Mary  Wilkinson.  Ruling- 
ton's  representative  on  Rye- 
dale  District  Council,  said: 
“The  village  is  stunned  by  the 
news." 
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•  Auto  tuna. 

•  Chid  lock. 

•  TV/Video  remote  control 
Was  £37999. 
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•  PST  super  black  tube. 

•  Sub-woofer. 
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14"  REMOTE  CONTROL  TV 
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Was  £0439. 

>  49cm  vMbte  screen  see. 
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14"  REMOTE  CONTROL  TV 
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Another  slice  of 
reality  in  BBC’s 
Peeping  Tom  TV 


SOME  of  the  public’s  most 
private  moments  are  to  be 
broadcast  in  a  new  spate  of  Fly- 
on-the-wali  documenraries  to 
capitalise  on  the  popularity  of 

"voyeuristic”  television. 

In  a  move  which  will  re¬ 
ignite  the  debate  on  intrusive 
television,  die  BBC  is  to  run  art 
eight-part  series  set  in  a  GFs 
surgery'  which  Elms  patients 
during  appointments  with 
their  doctors,  discussing  prol> 
lems  ranging  from  heroin 
addiction  to  contraception. 

Cameras  will  also  follow  the 
working  life  of  a  middie-class 
male  prostitute,  employed  by 
wealthy  women  many  years 
older  than  himself,  who  says 
he  works  in  the  sex  industry  to 
keep  his  wife  and  children  in 
comfort.  The  cameras  stop  at 
the  bedroom  door,  but  sound 
effects  are  included.  BBC2  has 

i  usm 
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Voyeurism  back 
on  our  screens 
as  the  docu-soap 
enthralls  British 
viewers,  reports 
Carol  Midgiey 

only  just  finished  screening 
Breaking  Point,  a  six-part 
series  which  filmed  couples 
undergoing  sessions  with  Re¬ 
late  counsellors  about  their 
crumbling  marriages.  On 
BBC1.  Hotel,  which  followed 
the  often  cringe-making  lives 
of  starr  at  Liverpool’s  Adelphi 


Trevor  and  Tracey  confessed  all  in  Breaking  Point 


Hotel,  and  Holiday  Reps 
which  filmed  travel  couriers  in 
Lanzarote  and  Ibiza,  focusing 
on  their  careers  and  their  sex 
lives,  were  both  hugely  popu¬ 
lar. 

The  GFs  surgery,  consid¬ 
ered  to  be  sacred  in  terms  of 
confidentiality,  was  one  of  the 
few  areas  not  yet  invaded  by 
the  fly-on-the-wall  camera. 
But  SO  per  cent  of  patients 
approached  at  die  practice  in 
Minehead.  Somerset,  agreed 
to  be  filmed  over  a  period  of 
eight  months.  Doctor's  Orders 
will  be  screened  on  BBCI  early 
next  year. 

Many  documentary-makers 
believe  the  public  mood  is 
changing  and  Britons  are 
losing  their  traditional  reserve 
and  enjoying  ‘‘opening  up"  to 
the  camera  in  the  style  pio¬ 
neered  by  the  Americans. 

Alan  Yentob,  the  BBC’s 
director  of  television,  said: 
“The  British  are  changing.  We 
would  not  be  able  to  make 
these  programmes  if  they  were 
not  willing  and  were  not 
changing  their  mood." 

Paul  Slade,  one  of  the  Gft 
appearing  in  Doctor's  Orders. 
said  that  he  had  told  camera¬ 
men  to  stop  filming  “once  or 
twice"  when  he  felt  die  patient 
was  touching  on  “very  pri¬ 
vate"  areas.  Asked  about  the 
question  of  confidentiality,  he 
said:  "The  general  principle  is 
that  the  patients  had  given 
their  full  consent  and  so  had 
we." 

He  said  that  he  and  his 
colleagues  agreed  to  take  pan 


Doctors  Paul  Slade  and  How  Thomas,  who  feature  in  the  new  series  Doctor's  Orders set  in  a  GP  surgery 


to  show  GPs'  jobs  in  a  realistic 
light.  “People  will  see  that  we 
have  off  days  as  well.  ”  he  said. 

The  prostitute.  Joel  Ryan, 
earns  an  average  £85.000  a 
year  with  1.200 clients,  the  film 
relates.  He  lives  in  Mel¬ 
bourne.  Australia,  and  be¬ 
came  a  gigolo  when  his  work 
as  a  carpenter  dried  up.  He 
charges  $180  (£75)  an  hour. 

His  wife,  Catherine,  who 
also  agreed  to  be  filmed  and 
takes  many  of  the  bookings  on 
the  telephone  when  her  bus- 
band  is  out,  says:  “As  long  as  I 
don’t  know  any  of  the  details  I 
can  mostly  handle  it  well ...  I 
do  know  he  loves  me  and  he 


doesn’t  love  them.  If  he  had  an 
affair,  I  don’t  think  L  could 
handle  jL" 

The  BBC  will  continue  to 
cater  for  lovers  of  docu-soaps 
with  The  Cruise,  filming  holi¬ 
daymakers  aboard  the  luxury 
cruise  ship  Calory,  and 
Superstore  about  the  staff 
working  at  a  Tesco  store. 

The  acclaimed  writer  of 
Band  of  GohL  Kay  Mellor, 
will  make  her  BBC  debut  next 
year  as  part  of  the  corpora¬ 
tion's  new  £220  million  winter 
television  schedule  unveiled 
yesteday. 

Her  new  serial  tackles  the 
world  of  women’s  football  and 


is  a  departure  from  her  long- 
running  ITV  drama  about  a 
group  of  northern  prostitutes. 
Filmed  in  Derbyshire,  it  cen¬ 
tres  an  a  group  of  women  who 
live  for  their  Sunday  morning 
matches. 

Other  highlights  include  the 
actress  Pauline.  Collins  mak¬ 
ing  a  rare  outing  in  The 
Ambassador ,  about  Britain’s 
diplomatic  representative  in 
Dublin.  She  plays  a  widow 
coping  with,  her  high-pressure 
job  and  the  resentment  of  her 
son.  Paul  McGann  returns  to 
British  television  next  year 
when  BBG2  presents  a  new. 
four-part  adaptation  of  Dick¬ 


ens’  Our  Mutual  Friend.  He 
plays  the  male  lead.  Eugene 
Wraybum,  with  Anna  Friel  as 
Bella  Wfifer.  - 

The  creator  of  Men  Behav¬ 
ing  Badly,  Simon  Nye,  has 
written  two  new  comedies 
series  for  BBCI  and  BBC2. 
The  Last  Salute  looks  back  oh 
the  Sixties  rivalry  between  the 
RAC  and  AA.  and  Do  You 
Want  Me?  is  a  contemporary 
story,  starring  Charlotte  Cole¬ 
man., about  an  urban  couple 
dropped  into  village  life. 

Jonathan  Creek  returns  for 
a  new  series  of  six  mysteries 
starring  die  comedians  Caro¬ 
line  Quentin  and  Alan  Davies. 


Insurers  refuse  to  drop  gene  tests  [  Test  for  Neanderthal  DNA 


By  Ian  Murray 
MEDICAL  CORK ES PON  DENT 

GOVERNMENT  advisers  yesterday  call¬ 
ed  for  a  two-year  moratorium  on  requir¬ 
ing  applicants  for  life  assurance  to  supply 
the  results  of  genetic  tests,  but  the 
insurance  industry  rejected  the  idea. 

The  Association  of  British  Insurers, 
which  published  a  code  of  conduct  on  the 
use  of  genetic  tests  yesterday,  had 
discarded  the  idea  that  it  should  include  a 
moratorium.  Peter  Jacobs,  the  associa¬ 
tion’s  chairman,  said.  "There  are  eight 
genetic  tests  which  are  reliable  and  which 
demonstrate  either  an  additional  risk,  or 
the  absence  of  risk  in  which  case  the 


consumer  benefits  by  paying  a  standard 
premium,"  he  said.  No  company  asks 
people  directly  if  they  have  had  a  test  but 
application  forms  make  dear  that  the 
insurer  must  be  told  everything  they 
know  about  their  own  health. 

“If  a  daim  is  made  on  a  policy,  failure  to 
have  revealed  the  results  of  a  genetic  test 
would  be  grounds  to  oppose  payment,"  a 
spokesman  for  the  assodation  said. 

Several  large  companies  have  self- 
imposed  moratoriums  on  the  use  of 
genetic  test  results. 

The  proposal  for  a  general  moratorium 
came  from  the  Human  Genetics  Advisory 
Commission,  which  was  set  up  a  year  ago 
to  take  an- overview  of  developments  in 


the  field.  “It  is  not  safe  to  make  predictive 
statements  about  genetic  tests,"  said  Sir 
Colin  Campbell,  the  commission  chair¬ 
man.  “It  is  far  too  early  to  be  able  to  reach 
any  conclusions  about  how  genetic  testing 
can  be  used  to  predict  life  expectancy  or 
the  onset  of  ill-health.  Genetic  testing  is  in 
its  infancy." 

He  added  that  many  groups  feared  that 
they  would  encounter  discrimination. 
There  was  also  a  lack  of  research  in 
Britain  about  the  ethical,  legal  and  social 
implications  of  genetic  testing. 

The  association's  code  emphasises  that 
applicants  will  not  be  required  to  take 
genetic  tests  but  must  supply  existing 
results  when  asked  the  relevant  question. 


By  Nigel  Hawkes,  science  editor 


SCIENTISTS  hope  to  extract 
the  DNA  of  Neanderthal 
Man  from  fossilised  faeces 
found  in  a  cave  on  the  Rode  of 
Gibraltar. 

The  fossils  —  palaeontolo¬ 
gists  call  them  coproiites  — 
date  from  45,000  years  ago 
and  were  found  by  an  expedi¬ 
tion  led  by  Chris  Stringer  of 
the  Natural  History  Museum. 
He  is  uncertain  whether  they 
were  the  product  of  Neander¬ 
thal  Man,  a  hyena  or  a  wolf. 
Brief  examination  shows  that 


they  contain  fragments  of 
rabbit  bone  and  shells  from 
shellfish,  which  the  people 
who  occupied  the  cave  are 
known  to  have  eaten.  The 
coproiites  will  be  sent  to  a 
laboratory  in  Munich  run  by 
Svante  Paabo.  an  expert  in 
ancient  DNA.  who  last  year 
extracted  Neanderthal  DNA 
from  bones. 

Professor  Stringer  said  yes¬ 
terday:  “If  we  do  find  they  are 
from  Neanderthals.  amj  can, 
n,extiad,|DN^\|^om  cells  shed 


by  the  person  who  produced 
them,  we  could  compare  the 
sequences  with  the  ones  from 
the  bones.  That  would  give  ns 
a  much  better  basis  for  com¬ 
paring  Neanderthals  to  mod- 
emhumans." 

Exploration  of  the  Gibral¬ 
tar  caves  has  shown  that 
Neanderthals  ate  shellfish, 
tortoises,  nuts,  seeds  and  a 
variety  of  game.  They  bedi-  , 
pied  tiie  caves  on  and  off  for  ‘ 
60.000  years,between.p0J)p0 
and  4Q.Q00tyea£5  ago. !  (  . 


attention 


This  is 
a  train .  .  . 

By-Arthur  Leatbley 
TRANSPORT  CORRESPONDENT 

BRITAIN'S  newest  train  com¬ 
pany  is  setting  out -to  remit 
staff  demanding  they  have  cane 
vital  qualification:  they  must 
know  ;  absolutely  nothing  ( 
about  railways. 

Managers  ,  of  the  £440  mil¬ 
lion  Heathrow'  Express  have 
decided  to  overlook  91X000 
railway  staff  because  they  feel 
that  most,  tainted  with  the 
discourtesy  and  scruffiness  of 
bygone  rail  days,  trill  not  meet 
the  standards  required  bn  the 
new  high-speed  service  begin, 
ning  next  year. 

The  high-quality  service 
.  from  London's  Faiddingtoh 
station  to  Heathrow  is  intend¬ 
ed  to  attract  large  numbers  of 
first  class  passengers,  espe¬ 
cially  business  travellers.  . 

Managers  believe  that  the 
front-line  workers  suited  to 
dealing  with  business  people 
and  affluent  visitors  to  Britain 
are  unlikely  to  be  found 
among  the.  guards,  drivers 
and  ticket  office  staff  already 
working  on  the  railways.  # 

Senior  figures  at  die  amt-  “ 
pany  say  that  unreliability, 
discourtesy  and  scruffiness  re¬ 
main  prevalent  in  the  rail 
industry.  “We  'are  different 
from  the  other  train  operators 
who  took  over  existing  sen 
vies.  We  can  make  a  dean 
break  and  that  is  what  we  are 
going  to  do,”  said  one  manag¬ 
er.  A  recruitment  campaign 
has  been  launriied  to  attract 
more  than  120  staff,  including 
drivers,  from  the  customer 
service  sector,  particularly 
from  airlines,  retailers  and 
travel  agents. 

Staff  considered  suitable  for 
driving  trains  will  be  selected 
after  interview  and  be  trained 
fay  the  company.  They  will  be 
expected  also  to  master  cus¬ 
tomer-service  skills,  such -as 
helping  passengers  on  and  off 
trains. 

The  move  was  immediately 
ridiculed  by  Lew  Adams,  gen¬ 
eral  secretary  of  the  drivers' 
union,  AsfeL  “It  is  nonsense  to 
think  that  you  can  hire  a  train 
driver  just-like  that  It  takes  18 
months  to  train  a  driver  so 
they  are .  going  to  be  late 
getting  their  trains  started. 
People  keep  trying  .to  get  staff 
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Verse  to  woman  who  inspired  late  Poet  Laureate  found  inscribed  in  book  on  architecture 


’s  secret  love 


BY  DALYA  ALBERGEr  ARTS  CORRESPONDENT 


ft 


A  PREVIOUSLY  unknown 
poern  dedicated  by  Sir  John 
Betjeman  to  his  unattainable 
love,  Myfanwy  piper,  has 
been  discovered  neatly  in¬ 
scribed  in  a  book  on  Sir  John 
Soane,  the  architect  of  the 
Bank  of  England. 

The  poem  was  unearthed 
among  hundreds  of  books  and 
documents  being  sold  by  her 
estate  following  her  death  in 
January  at  the  age  of  8S.  It 
reads:  “Sir  John  has  blest  our 
Union  i  Mvfanwy  my  own  / 
Here  in  his  grey  communion  / 
Of  piaster  cast  and  stone  / 
Green  to  the  skilful  skylight  / 
Sir  John  has  made  the  walls  / 
How  chaste  and  mild  the  high 
light f  t  On  child  and  cherub 
falls.  March  28.  1939.  J.B." 

Both  Myfanwy  and  Betje¬ 
man  were  married  to  other 


people  —  she  to  the  artist  John 
Piper  in  1937  and  he  to 
Penelope  Chetwode  in  1933. 
She  was  the  librettist  of  Benja¬ 
min  Britten’S  operas! : 

Betjeman’s  biographer. 
Bevis  Hillier,  described  the 
poem  as  “a  delightful  jeu 
d'esprit ",  possibly  “a  souvenir 
of  a  delightful  afternoon  spent 
together".  Edward  Maggs.  the 
antiquarian  dealer  who  dis¬ 
covered  the  poem  while  cata¬ 
loguing  Mrs  Piper’s  books 
and  is  selling  it  for  E9S0. 
suggested  that  she  and  Betje¬ 
man  may  have  had  a  “jolly 
day  out"  at  the  SirJohn  Soane 
Museum  in  Lincoln’s  Inn 
Fields,  London. 

Finding  another  poem  dedi¬ 
cated  to  Mrs  Piper  has  excited 
scholars.  She  inspired  Betje¬ 
man.  a  former  Poet  Laureate. 


to  write  two  of  his  best  poems, 
mast  famously  Myfanwy: 
“Kind  o’er  the  kinder  bank 
leans  my  Myfanwy  /  White 
o'er  the  playen  the  sheen  of 
her  dress,  /  Fresh  from  the 
bathroom  and  soft  in  the 
nursery  /  Soap-scented  fin¬ 
gers  I  long  to  caress.  /  Were 
you  a  preset  and  head  of  your 
dormifry?  /  Were  you  a  hock- 
.  ey  girl,  tennis  or  gym?  Who 
was  yourfavourite?  Who  had 
a  crush  oh  you?  Which  were 
■  the  baths  where  they  taught 
you  to  swim  - .  !"  The  poem, 
with  Myfanwy  at  Oxford,  ap¬ 
peared  m  his  1958  Collected 
Poems. 

It  seems  likely  that  she  was 
his  muse,  admired  only  from 
afar  by  a  poet  whom  Philip 
Larkin  once  said  wrote  poems 
that  sprung  “from  what  he 
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The  poem  to  Mrs  Piper,  right,  was  jotted  down  in  a  book  on  Soane’s  architecture 


really  feels  about  real  life".  Mr 
Hillier  said  there  was  no 
evidence  of  an  affair,  “primar¬ 
ily  because  both  the  Betjemans 
arid  the  Pipers  were  so  dose  as 
couples". 

But  he  added:  “One  doesn’t 
rule  out  anything  in  human 
relationships.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  John  Betjeman 

found  Myfanwy  very  attrac¬ 
tive.  His  affectionate  nick¬ 
name  for  her  was  Goldilegs. 
Meeting  her  seemed  to  him 
like  the  fulfilment  of  a  prophe¬ 
cy  because,  in  a  book  he  loved 
as  a  schoolboy  —  Arthur 
Machen’s  The  Secret  Glory  — 
a  “golden  Myfanwy’  was  men¬ 
tioned.  and  John  Betjeman 
uses  just  that  phrase  in  one  of 
his  two  published  poems 
about  her.  She  was  the  strong 
kind  of  woman  who  particu¬ 
larly  appealed  to  him." 

He  doubts  that  Betjeman  — 
POet  Laureate  from  1972  to 
1984  —  would  have  betrayed 
John  Piper,  a  man  who  be¬ 
came  perhaps  the  best  of  all 
his  friends.  Piper  once  said 
that  if  he  had  to  choose 
between  his  art  and  laughs 
with  Betjeman,  he  would  un¬ 
hesitatingly  opt  for  the  latter. 
The  two  of  them  collaborated 
on  the  Shell  Guides  to  the 
counties  of  England,  a  reflec¬ 
tion  of  their  shared  passion  for 
architecture. 

Mr  Maggs  added:  “Betje¬ 
man  made  a  great  display  of 
being  madly  in  love  with  her. 
Shewas  the  ideal  woman.  She 
was  perfect  because  she  was 
not  only  gorgeous,  beautiful, 
kind  and  supportive,  but  also 
because  she  was  married  to 
someone  else." 


Rival  dealers  ignore  Sotheby’s  lead 


Bv  Dalya  Albekge  . 
and  Daniel  Mcgrory 

ART  dealers  and  rival  auction  houses 
yesterday  rejected  the  suggestion  by 
Sotheby’s  that  they  should  follow  its 
example  in  tightening  sales  procedures. 

Sotheby’s  introduced  new  rules  earlier 
this  week  after  a  £6.7  million  investiga¬ 
tion  set  up  after  The  Times  and  an 
undercover  team  from  Channel  4  report¬ 
ed  that  staff  had  been'  rigging  auctions 


and  illegally  exporting  works  of  art 
Diana  Brooks,'  Sotheby's  chief  executive, 
said  die  believed  that  “others  in  the  arts 
world  will  follow' us". 

But  a  spokesman  for  the  British 
Antique  Dealers  Association  said:  “There 
is  nothing  we  can  learn  from  Sotheby’s. 
We  already  have  a  policy  of  due  diligence 
and  our  own  code  of  conduct  not  to  deal 
in  illegal  goods.  It  was  there  before 
Sotheby’s  problems  were  ever  exposed.” 

■  At  ChristieX  a  spokesman  said:  “It  has 


always  been  our  policy  to  observe  the 
laws  and  regulations  of  all  countries  in 
which  we  operate." 

Professor  Lord  Renfrew  of  Kaims- 
thom,  director  of  the  McDonald  Institute 
for  Archaeological  Research  at  Cam¬ 
bridge.  yesterday  expressed  dismay  at 
the  lade  of  interest  in  Sotheby’s  lead.  He 
said  Sotheby’s  had  taken  "a  great  step 
forward”  and  added:  “We  will  set  out  to 
monitor  more  closely  what  other  auction 
houses  are  doing." 
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Simon  Worthington  and  Rod  Salisbury  leaving  court  yesterday  with  Simon’s  father,  Peter.  He  wanted  the  boys  to  “leam  in  a  safe  environment” 


TWO  pupils  a:  a  dilapidated  school  in 
Liverpool  were  celebrating  yesterday 
after  the  dty  council  was  convicted  of 
putting  their  health  at  risk. 

Rod  Salisbury.  lt>.  and  Simon  Wor¬ 
thington.  15.  from  Childwall  Compre¬ 
hensive  School,  near  Allerton,  claimed 
victory  in  a  landmark  case  after  a 
magistrate  ruled  that  youngsters  were 
in  danger  of  being  electrocuted. 

So  much  water  had  leaked  into 
classrooms  and  lavatories  in  a  wing  of 
the  1.300-pupil  school  that  the  electrical 
installation  should  have  been  the  same 
as  for  bathrooms,  Liverpool  Magis¬ 
trates'  Court  was  told. 

The  council  has  been  ordered  to 
repair  damaged  light  sockets,  switches 
and  fittings  as  well  as  remove  and 
replace  any  loose  masonry  in  danger  of 
falling  on  to  pupils. 

The"  case,  brought  by  the  teenagers 


Counci?  convicted  in  landmark  case  brought 
by  two  teenagers,  writes  Russell  Jenkins 


and  their  parent-governor  fathers, 
David  Salisbury  and  Peter  Worthing¬ 
ton.  is  the  first  criminal  prosecution  of 
its  kind  under  the  Environmental 
Protection  Act  1990.  The  proceedings 
were  monitored  by  education  authori¬ 
ties  throughout  the  country. 

The  schoolboys  complained  that  the 
school,  some  of  which  dates  from  the 
Victorian  era,  was  so  squalid  that  its 
condition  constituted  a  risk  to  the 
health  of  pupils,  teachers  and  visitors. 

Expert  evidence  highlighted  leaking 
roofs,  crumbling  masonry  on  outside 
walls,  disintegrating  fixtures  and  fit¬ 
tings  and  mould  and  damp  so  perva¬ 
sive  that  it  exacerbated  asthma.  It  was 


d  aimed  that  the  school  needed  emer¬ 
gency  repairs  estimated  at  E2  million. 

The  dty  council  denied  four  charges 
of  causing  statutory  nuisance  under 
the  Act 

David  Tapp,  the  stipendiary  magis¬ 
trate.  said  that  the  court  had  sympathy 
with  those  who  said  that  “children 
shouldn't  be  educated  in  a  building  like 
that  in  this  day  and  age".  However,  he 
cleared  the  council  of  almost  all  the 
charges,  except  the  dangerous  electri¬ 
cal  firings  and  some  minor  repair 
work,  because  the  prosecution  had  not 
brought  the  burden  of  proof  needed  in 
a  criminal  case. 

Mr  Tapp  said  in  a  25-page  judgment: 


“I  am  sure  that  the  condition  of  the 
electrical  installation  due  to  the  ingress 
of  water  and  the  resultant  inadequacy 
of  certain  safety  devices  are  likely  to 
cause  injury  to  the  complainants.  And 
therefore  the  premises  are  in  such  a 
state  as  to  be  prejudicial  to  health  and  a 
statutory  nuisance  exists." 

After  the  hearing,  the  pupils  drank 
soft  drinks  as  their  parents  and  lawyer 
toasted  the  result  with  champagne. 
Simon,  wearing  his  school  tie,  said: 
“We  have  won.  It  wasn’t  easy,  but  it 
was  something  that  had  to  be  .done.  I 
hope  now  the  state  of  the  school  can  be 
improved." 

Peter  Worthington,  Simon’s  father, 
said  he  was  delighted  that  the  magis¬ 
trate  had  delivered  the  decision  they 
wanted  “to  help  the  children  learn  in  a 
safe  environment  that  is  properly 
maintained  by  the  school". 
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Dismissed  , 
teacher 
daims 
witch-hunt 

!  By  a  Correspondent 

A  TEACHER  who  daims  sis 
was  sacked  for  being  too  strict 
with  pupils  told  an  industrial 
tribunal  yesterday  that  die 
was  the  victim  of  a  witchhunt. . . 

Clare  Head,  54,  dismissed  - 
from  the  El.TOO-a-term  St  Da¬ 
vid's  School  at  Ashford, 
Surrey,  after  a  governors’  g 
disciplinary  hearing,  claims  1 
unfair  dismissal. 

The  hearing  at  Croydon, 
South  London, .  was  told .  that 
Mrs  Head,  from  Teddington, 
southwest  London,  often 
played  classical  music  to  her 
class  of  eight  and  nine-year-  - 
old  girls  because  she  thought 

it  helped  them  to  concentrate;. ' 

Margaret  Langley,  the.dep- 
uty  head,  said:  “I  believe  a  - 
appropriate  to  have  a.  quiet 
room  to  aid  concentration.  I  t  is.  - 
not  common  practice  in  junior 
schools  to  play  music  in  class.” 

She  said  she  investigated  a 
number  of  complaints  from 
parents.  One  bad  said,  harj; 
daughter  was  afraid  to  ask  to- i 
go  to  the  lavatory:  others  had-:* 
complained  their  daughters -j* 
were  being  given  too  much.! 
homework  and  were  afraid 
complain  about  Mrs  Head.  “ 
Judith  Osborne,  the  head  £jj 
teacher,  said  said  that  over  the  .f! 
yeans  attempts  to  make  Mis  j* 
Head  comply  with  the  sta&lk 
dardsoftheschooUtadfaikxl^l 
The  disciplinary  panel  ha&3 
had  to  decide  whether  to'* 
believe  the  parents  or  Mrs.  ..-  ' 
Head,  who  said  their  com- 
plaints  were  exaggerated. 


Crumbling  masonry  in  a  Childwall  School  classroom 


'Right  to 
die’  doctor 
prepares 
own  death 

By  Audrey  Magee 

IRELAND  CORRESPONDENT 


AN  IRISH  doctor  involved  in 
at  least  three  cases  of  euthana¬ 
sia  in  Britain  and  Ireland  lias 
left  for  Thailand  to  cany  out 
his  own  death. 

Paddy  Leahy,  80.  has  blad¬ 
der  cancer  and  has  refused 
further  operations.  He  in¬ 
tends  to  kill  himself  next 
month  by  swallowing  a  lethal 
dose  of  morphine,  and  has 
already  said  goodbye  to  his 
daughter  and  son. 

Dr  Leahy,  who  has  a  second 
home  in  Thailand,  has  long 
advocated  patients’  right  to 
choose  their  time  of  death. 
Euthanasia  is  illegal  in  Ire¬ 
land  and  is  condemned  by  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church  and 
the  Irish  Medical  Council. 

The  doctor,  who  worked  in  a 
health  centre  in  Ballyfermot, 
Dublin,  admitted  helping  a 
friend  to  die  with  morphine 
pills  two  years  ago.  Dr  Leahy 
said  he  had  helped  scores  of 
other  terminally  ill  patients  to 
die,  including  Second  World 
War  veterans  in  a  Coventry 
hospital. 

He  said  he  would  “fight  like 
a  tiger"  to  save  a  patient,  but 
abhorred  the  suffering  im¬ 
posed  on  the  terminally  ill.  “Is 
it  advisable  to  leave  a  man  in 
even  an  hour  of  unnecessary 
agony  when  he's  determined 
to  die?  I  am  outraged  how  suff¬ 
ering  and  torment  are  tol¬ 
erated  for  so  long." 

No  legal  action  has  been 
taken  against  Dr  Leahy.  His 
case  was  referred  to  the  Direc¬ 
tor  of  Public  Prosecutions  and 
the  Irish  Medical  Council  by 
Bill  Tormey,  a  consultant 
chemical  pathologist  at  Dub-- 
tin's  Belmont  Hospital.  But 
Dr  Tormey  withdrew  his 
allegations  in  1995  because  of 
Dr  Leahy's  age. 
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By  Nigel  Hawkes 
SCIENCE  EDITOR 

THE  long-sought  hangover 
cure  may  already  be  sitting  on 
the  shelves  of  herbal  medicine 
shops,  according  to  some 
researchers. 

They  believe  that  a  dose  of 
an  amino  arid  supplement 
called  N-acetyl-cysteine 
(NAC).  which  is  widely  avail¬ 
able  in  such  shops,  can  ease 
the  discomfort  as  the  body 
deals  with  the  strain  of  too 
much  alcohol. 

Carl  Waltenbaugh,  an  alco¬ 
hol  researcher  of  Northwest¬ 
ern  University,  Chicago,  told 
New  Scientist.  “People  I  know 
say  that  by  taking  one  or  two 
grams  of  NAC  their  head 
dears  in  20  minutes.  But  it’s 
only  anecdotal." 

There  are  scientific  reasons 
for  believing  that  NAC  might 
work.  In  the  body,  both  etha¬ 
nol,  the  normal  form  of  alco¬ 
hol  in  drinks,  and  methanol, 
which  is  present  in  smaller 
amounts,  are  broken  down  by 
enzymes.  These  need  the  aid  of 
two  "helper"  substances  to 
work  effectively. 

One  of  these  helpers,  gluta¬ 
thione,  is  used  to  clear  away 
powerful  oxygen  radicals  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  breakdown  of 
1  ethanol  and  methanol.  It  is  in 
limited  supply,  and  if  it  runs 
out,  the  radicals  may  do  tissue 
damage  and  add  to  the  hang¬ 
over  sensations. 

NAC  might  repair  the  defi¬ 
ciency  by  replenishing  the 
body  with  the  amino  arid 
cysteine,  the  main  component 
of  glutathione,  argues  New 
Scientist. 

The  idea  ties  in  with  tradi¬ 
tional  hangover  cures  such  as 
the  “prairie  oyster "  —  a  raw 
egg  in  tomato  juice.  Eggs  are 
rich  in  cysteine,  so  could  have 
much  the  same  effect  as  NAC. 
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? to  reveal  more  of 


PETER  MANDELSON 
should  spend  more  time  an¬ 
swering  MRs’  questions  about 
the  Mfllenniura  Dome,  ae: 
cording  to  a  report  published 
%esterday.  which  attacks  the 
secrecy  surrounding  the 
project. 

The  report  from  the  Culture,' 
Media  and  Sport  Committee 
called  for  an  extension  of  lie 
monthly  five-minute  Com¬ 
mons  appearance  by  Mr 
Mandelson.  the  Minister 
without  Portfolio,  who  is  over¬ 
seeing  die  dome  exhibition. 

The  committee,'  chaired  by' 
Gerald  Kaufman,  complained 
that  the  project  organisers. 
New  Mfllenmum  Experience, 
had  foiled' to  provide  enough' 
information  about  their  plans. 
“At  times  the  process  of  discov- 


MPs  demand 
=  extra  time  for  ; 
key  questions  ‘ 

■:  that  require 
answers,  writes 
Polly  Newton 

ering  die  proposals  for  the 
content  of -die  dome  was  akin 
to  drawing  teeth. 

“From  what  we  know  so  far, 
the  Millennium  Experience,  is 
not  so  much  a  Journey  through 
time  as  ...  a  journey; into,  the 


Mandelson.  left  was  challenged  by  Kaufman’s  report 


■  unknown":  The  report  stip- 
ports  the  Government's  dea- 
:  skm  'not  to  soap  theprqject, 

-  •-saying  that  “toerewas  never  a 

realistic-  prospect  that  the 
mtjhey.'conmiined  to  Green- 
vwidt  could  be  diverted  to 
;  another,  appropriate  single 
;  piqecf’- But  it  warns  ttf  a 
/.series  of  potential  pitfalls. 
•  ITtef  -indude  .delays  to  the 
-caaipktiaa  rrf tte  Jubilee  Lin£ 
which'  will  connect  the  dame 
site  to  Central  London,  and  a 
-feilurefo  begin  marketing  the 
esdiibinon. early. enough. 

"  The  cnmmittfx  says  that 
New  Millennium  Experience 
has  not  explained '-.how  it 
would  deal  With  a  shortfall  in 
•  projected,  visitor  numbers. 
Hie  report  states:  “We  are 
deeply  concerned  by  the  atti¬ 
tude  of  London  Underground 
towards  farilitatmg  easy  and 
comfortable  transport  imp  its 

-  station  at  the  dome  site” 

.  ■  It  says'fbat  little  is  known 
about  the  strategy  to  attract 
visitors.  There  was  “ho  dear 
and  catchy  slogan,  no  logo,  in 
fact  no  ranhle  marketing  cam¬ 
paign.  at  all**  The  committee 
..  will  hold  .  further  inquire, 

.  beginning  early  next  year,  in 
an  attempt  to  discover  more 
about  the  ediflatfon. 

Speaking  at  a  press  confer¬ 
ence.  Mr  Kaufman  said  that 
toetobers  wanted  to  give  New 
Mflkxuiium  Efrpwfcnfgan  op- 
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The  MiUennium  Dome,  pictured  from  the  Thames  Barrier,  lights  up  the  night  sky.  The  secrecy  surrounding  the  project  has  been  criticised 


portunity  to'  provide  more. 
information.  “If  they  will  not 
produce  this  information  for 
us,  then  perhaps  we  might  run 
out  of  courtesy  " 

He  said  the  committee  need¬ 
ed  to  know  much-more  about 
the  dame  before  it  could 
confidently  predict  success  for 
the  project.  “If  tins  was  Steven 
Spielberg  or  the  Disney  Cor¬ 


poration,  1  might  be  happily 
tantalised.  But  this  is  a  major 
public  investment  of  taxpay¬ 
ers’  money." 

Mr  Mandelson  said  he  was 
“extremely  encouraged"  by  the 
report  because  the  committee 
had  supported  the  derision  to 
go  ahead  with  the  dome 
project  “I  think  their  concerns 
are  misplaced  in  relation  to 


transport,  accountability  and 
marketing,  but  with  a  project 
of  this  magnitude  there  is  no 
room  for  complacency."  He 
has  written  to  the  Leader  of  tiie 
House,  Ann  Taylor,  suggest¬ 
ing  that  he  be  allowed  more 
time  to  answer  questions. 

A  spokesman  for  New  M3- 
lermhzm  Experience  said  last 
night:  “We  will  address  a  lot  of 


these  concerns  in  the  first 
quarter  of  199 8.  That  is  how 
we  always  planned  to  do  u.  We 
don't  want  to  give  everything 
away  too  soon." 

Tony  Blair  forecast  yester¬ 
day  that  the  dome  would  win 
public  support  when  it 
opened.  During  Prime  Minis¬ 
ter’s  Questions,  he  said: 
“When  it  comes  to  the  year 


2000.  people  will  see  that  the 
right  decision  has  been  made." 

Francis  Maude,  the  Shadow 
Culture  Secretary,  backed  the 
report’s  criticisms,  but  Mich¬ 
ael  Heseltine,  the  former  Dep¬ 
uty  Prime  Minister  and 
champion  of  the  dome  project, 
said  New  Millennium  Experi¬ 
ence  would  be  “crazy"  to 
release  details  too  soon. 
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Snatched 
baby  is 
found  safe 

A  five-month-old  baby  was 
found  safe  and  well  yesterday, 
six  hours  after  she  was  ab¬ 
ducted.  Rhianne  Crutchley,  of 
WUlenhalL  near  Wolver¬ 
hampton.  disappeared  after  a 
woman  who  called  at  her 
home  offered  to  give  her 
mother.  Lyndsey  Nesbitt,  a 
pushchair. 

The  woman  dalmed  she 
had  lost  her  house  keys  and 
was  invited  to  stay  the  nightK 
When  Miss  Nesbitt  awoke  in 
the  morning,  the  woman  and 
the  baby  had  disappeared 
Police  found  the  baby  in  a  car 
15  miles  away  in  Bordesley 
Green.  A  man  aged  38  and  a 
woman  aged  23  were  arrested 

Security  arrest 

The  head  of  the  security  firm 
SAS,  whkb  runs  private  street 
patrols  in  Bristol,  has  been 
arrested  Avon  and  Somerset 
police  seized  a  shotgun  and 
ammunition,  CS  gas  canisters 
and  a  drug  at  toe  home  of 
Andrew  Burke.  44.  of  Clifton, 
Bristol  He  was  freed  on  bail 

Bigger  breakfast 

Chris  Evans  has  increased 
tistenership  of  Virgin  Radio’s 
Breakfast  Show  by  46J5  per 
cent  —  from  1.6  million  to 
23  million  —  since  he  took  it 
over  in  Odober,  according  to 
figures  collected  bytoe  radio 
rating  authority,  Rajar. 
Radio  1  attracted  4j6  million. 

Newt  case 

A  Suffolk  man  who  cleaned 
out  a  pond  on  a  common  was 
fined  £600  at  Lowestoft  for 
damaging  a  habitat  of  tire 
protected  great  crested  newt 
Hie  case  against  Norman  Jay, 
41  is  thought  to  be  the  first 
under  1994  Conservation  of 
Natural  Habitat  Regulations. 

Boy  rescued 

A  boy  aged  12  had  a  narrow 
escape  after  falling  asleep  in  a 
slop  and  being  tipped  into  the 
compactor  of  a  refuse  lorry. 
The  driver  spotted  the  boy. 
who  had  run  away  from  a 
Nottingham  children’s  home, 
as  the  mechanical  jaws  were 
about  to  crush  him. 


Work  puts 
pressure 
on  family 
Christmas 

By  Paul  Whittaker 

THE  traditional  family 
Christmas  get-together  is  be¬ 
coming  increasingly  disrupted 
as  more  firms  require  staff  to 
work  on  December  25. 

A  survey  of  374  organ¬ 
isations  by  toe  recuitment  firm 
Reed  Personnel  shows  the 
number  of  companies  opening 
on  Christmas  Day  has  grown 
by  a  third  in  the  past  decade, 
and  nearly  one  in  ten  asks 
employees  to  work. 

Organisations  opening  all 
hours  now  extend  beyond 
hospitals,  hotels,  BT  operator 
centres  and  media  outlets  to 
toe  service  sector  and  even 
manufacturing.  Tfcn  years 
ago,  no  manufacturing  com¬ 
panies  in  Reed's  annual  poll 
said  they  had  Christmas  Day 
staff.  In  this  year's  poll  of  the 
same  companies,  a  small  but 
significant  1  per  cent  said  they 
would  have  at  least  a  skeleton 
staff  at  work. 

The  service  sector  shows  the 
biggest  increase,  from  6  per 
cent  ten  years  ago  to  8  per  cent 
now.  This  is  put  down  largely 
to  toe  growth  in  consumer-led 
businesses  such  as  24-hour 
telephone  banking  and  other 
all-day  telephone  operations. 

James  Beckford,  Professor 
of  Sociology  at  toe  Universiiy 
of  Warwick,  said:  “The  tradi¬ 
tional  Christmas  meal  for 
families  has  been  slipping  for 
years.”  The  trend  was  just 
another  aspect  of  the  flexibility 
of  working  patterns.  “We  now 
have  so  many  service-type 
occupations  which  do  not  have 
large  plants  which  have  to  be 
closed  down  over  the  holiday 
period,  so  it  is  therefore  more 
profitable  to  keep  these  busi¬ 
nesses  running.” 

One  in  four  firms  gives 
bonuses  for  Christmas  work¬ 
ing:  2  per  cent  give  treble  time 
ana  almost  20  per  cent  offer 
days  off  in  lieu. 

James  Reed,  chief  executive 
of  Reed  Personnel,  said: 
“More  people  are  working  on 
Christmas  Day  than  in  the 
past.  Consumer  demand 
seems  to  be  creating  a  24-hour 
society." 

DThe  Times  will  be  pub¬ 
lished  on  Boxing  Day. 


For  a  faster  Scotch, 
add  a  pinch  of  salt 

By  Nigel  Hawkes,  science  editor 


SCIENTISTS  in  Scotland 
have  found  how  to  make 
whisky  mature  more  quickly, 
using  a  pinch  of  salt  and  a 
large  toaster. 

Whiskies  get  a  lot  of  their 
flavours  from  toe  oak  casks  in 
which  they  mature,  lignin 
and  hemicellulose  from  the 
wood  impart  flavour  and  col¬ 
our  to  toe  whisky,  white 
tannins  also  seep  in. 

The  process  is  long,  which  is 
why  whisky  must  be  matured 
for  a  minimum  of  three  years- 
Most  of  tfre  substances  are 
removed  from  toe  surface  of. 
the  wood,  by  the  process,  so 


before  a  cask  can  be  reused  it 
has  to  be  scraped  to  expose 
fresh  wood,  and  then  flamed 
to  break  down  the  lignin  and 
hemicellulose,  as  well  as  creat¬ 
ing  a  charred  layer  to  fiber  out 
unwanted  flavours. 

Scientists  at  the  Scotch 

Whisky  Research  Institute  in 
Edinburgh  have,  improved  the 
method  for  reconditioning  toe 
casks.  By  pressing  a  mixture 
of  salts  —  mainly  table  salt  — 
into  toe  barrel's  stays  and 
heating  them  under  an  electric 
'  burner,  they  can  produce  bar¬ 
rels  which  mature  whisky 
more  quickly. 
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Tories  agree  to 
open  the  books 
on  party  funding 
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|  K  i  scrutinise 

I  p  royal 

!  fi  ■  accounts 
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THE  Tories  agreed  yesterday 
lo  reveal  details  of  their  ac¬ 
counts  to  a  party  funding 
inquiry  after  die  anonymity  of 
their  donors  was  guaranteed. 

Tory  finance  chiefs  will  be 
required  to  categorise  the  par¬ 
ty's  benefactors,  saying  wheth¬ 
er  sums  of  money  given  over 
the  past  five  years  came  from 
individuals,  companies,  pres¬ 
sure  groups  or  other  types  of 
organisation.  But  the  precise 
amounts  given  by  controver¬ 
sial  donors  such  as  Asil  Nadir, 
who  jumped  bail  for  alleged 
fraud,  will  remain  confiden¬ 
tial. 

William  Hague,  the  Tory 
leader,  told  MPS  that  his  party 
would  co-ape  rate  with  re¬ 
quests  from  Lord  Neill  of 
Bladen,  the  public  standards 
watchdog,  to  provide  his  com¬ 
mittee  with  details  of  Lhe 
party's  annual  income  —  in¬ 
cluding  donations,  subscrip¬ 
tions  and  membership  fees  — 
since  1991  Mr  Hague  had 
previously  turned  down  a 
similar  request  from  Tony 
Blair  because  there  was  no 
guarantee  of  anonymity  for 
individual  donors. 

Lord  Neill,  who  published  a 
discussion  document  on  his 
inquiiy  yesterday,  said  that  it 
was  important  to  find  out 


Figures  will  be 
disclosed  but  the 
names  will  stay 
secret,  reports 

Valerie  Elliott 


about  the  nature  of  party 
funding,  rather  than  get 
caught  up  in  wrangles  with 
parties  about  the  identities  of 
individual  donors. 

All  political  parties  have 
been  asked  to  reveal  the  size  of 
their  donations.  Sums  over 
£5.000  must  be  disclosed  in 
bands  of  £5.000- £10.000. 
E  10.000- £20.000.  £20,000- 
£30,000  and  so  on  up  to 
£(00,000.  Donations  above 
that  figure  will  be  disclosed  in 
bands  of  £100,000. 

At  a  press  conference.  Lord 
Neill  said:  “I  hope  that  the 
parties  will  be  able  to  give  us 
these  sort  of  bail  park  figures 
fairly  quickly  without  breach¬ 
ing  any  confidences  which 
they  may  in  the  past  have 
offered  to  donors." 

Richard  Hors  man.  secre¬ 
tary  to  the  Neill  Committee  on 


Standards  in  Public  Life,  has 
written  to  party  treasurers, 
asking  them  also  to  provide 
details  of  any  favourable  guar¬ 
antees  and  loans  below  com¬ 
mercial  rates,  and  any  other 
services  supplied  to  a  value 
above  £5.000.  He  also  warned 
them  that  the  information 
would  eventually  be  published 
by  the  committee. 

Lord  Neill  wants  The  infor¬ 
mation  before  the  end  of 
February  and  is  anxious  to 
open  up  the  debate  on  party 
funding  to  include  rank-and- 
file  party  members.  An  adver¬ 
tisement  inviting  members  of 
the  public  to  "have  their  say" 
is  to  appear  in  national  news¬ 
papers  shortly. 

Mr  Horsman's  letter  to  the 
parties  says:  "The  committee 
does  nor  believe  it  is  essential 
to  have  full  details  of  the 
accounts  of  all  parties  for  past 
years.  But  it  would  be  helpful 
to  have  a  broad  indication  of 
the  nature  of  the  sources  and 
the  scale  of  the  funding  of  your 
party  in  the  last  few  years." 

Lord  Neill's  discussion  doc¬ 
ument  outlines  the  main  is¬ 
sues  for  his  inquiry,  including 
the  perceived  link  between 
political  patronage  and  the 
honours  system:  the  future  of 
"blind  trusts";  state  funding;  a 
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ANONYMITY  <^UARANTEE£>  — THANK  floD,  I  DIDNT  WANTT  TO  BE  FORCSX>  TO  SENP 
BACK 'the  Coronet-  For  a  refund  [' 


cap  on  election  spending:  and 
the  accountability  of  parties. 

He  hopes  to  inflaenee  the 
legislation  proposed  by  Jack 
Straw,  the  Home  Secretary,  to 
ban  foreign  donations  to  any 
British  political  party  and  to 
reveal  identity  of  any  donors 
who  give  more  than  £5,000. 
The  Neill  Committee  will 
make  any  suggestions  for  the 
Bill  before  its  report  on  polit¬ 
ical  fending,  which  will  be 
published  by  the  summer. 

Lord  Neill  said  he  believed 


that  he  had  to  make  a  judg¬ 
ment  on  the  merits  for  or 
against  state  funding  in  his 
report,  and  would  therefore  be 
visiting  Sweden,  Germany 
and  Canada  to  examine  their 
state  funding  systems. 

In  the  document.  Lord  Neill 
asks  about  the  relationships 
between  donations  and  pos¬ 
sible  conflicts  of  interest  —  a 
dear  reference  to  the  row  over 
the  decision  to  support  an 
exemption  for  Formula  One 
from  the  ban  on  tobacco 


sponsorship  of  sport  He  also 
questions  the  use  of  persona] 
political  fends  including 
"blind  trusts",  which  were 
used  in  Opposition  by  Mr 
BlaTr  and  some  of  his  senior 
colleagues.  He  asks  what  rules 
should  apply  to  them  and 
whether  a  blind  trust  for 
donations  obviates  any  con¬ 
flict  of  interest  or  creates 
significant  drawbacks. 

The  committee  intends  to 
hold  public  hearings  on  the 
subject  of  its  inquiry  during 


April  and  May  at  venues  in 
London,  Glasgow,  Cardiff  and 
Belfast 

□  The  new  members  of  the 
Neill  committee  were  an¬ 
nounced  yesterday.  They  are 
the  Tory  MP  and  former 
minister  John  MacGregor; 
Lord  Good  hart,  QC  the  busi¬ 
nessman  and  Liberal-Demo¬ 
crat  peer  Sir  Anthony  Cleaver, 
and  Frances  Heaton,  a  former 
civil  servant  who  is  a  director 
of  the  Bank  of  England  and  of 
Lazard  Brothers. 


Neill  should  avoid  straying  into  political  areas 


THE  Neill  Committee  on 
Standards  in  Public  Life  is 
asking  the  right  questions 
about  party  fending.  But  the 
consultative  paper  issued  yes¬ 
terday  underlines  how  hand  it 
will  be  to  produce  answers 
which  command  cross-party 
support.  As  Lord  Neill  of 
Bladen  admitted,  the  commit¬ 
tee  has  so  far  concentrated  on 
broadly  ethical  questions  of 
standards  of  conduct  But. 
now,  it  is  being  asked  to  reach 
judgments  in  highly  political 
areas. 

The  committee’s  paper 
poses  39  questions,  ranging 
from  donations,  through 
openness,  the  honours  system, 
state  funding  and  regulation, 
limits  on  expenditure,  the 
implications  of  the  European 
Convention  on  Human  Rights 
to  referendums.  There  are  no 


simple  solutions.  For  instance, 
"if  party  expenditure  were 
restricted,  should  measures  be 
taken  to  restrict  election 
spending  by  other  organ¬ 
isations?  Would  a  restriction 
be  an  unacceptable  fetter  on 
freedom  of  speech?"  If  there 
was  state  fending,  how  should 
it  be  calculated  and  to  whom 
should  it  go.  and  for  what 
activities? 

The  Government  has  pro¬ 
posed  to  ban  foreign  dona¬ 
tions  and  to  require  disclosure 
of  the  names  of  donors  of  more 
than  £5.000.  But.  as  the  report 
asks,  how  should  a  "foreign" 
donation  be  .defined?  “Is  it 
improper  for  political  parties 
to  accept  donations  from  for¬ 
eign  individuals  domiciled 
here  or  from  UK  subsidiaries 
of  foreign-own cd  companies?" 
How  can  wealthy  individuals 


RIDDELL  ON  POLITICS 


be  prevented  from  splitting 
big  donations  into  amounts  of 
just  under  the  £5.000  disclo¬ 
sure  limit? 

The  real  difficulty  is  the 
absence  of  agreement  on  the 
nature  of  the  problem.  Some 
are  concerned  about  the  lack 
of  transparency  and  the  risks 
of  big  donors  buying  secret 
access  and  influence.  Others 
argue  that  one  party,  the 
Tories,  has  been  able  to  raise 
much  more  money  and  have 
enjoyed  an  unfair  advantage 
in  elections.  I  have  always 
been  sceptical  of  the  financial 
explanation  of  election  results. 
Total  spending  in  British  elec¬ 
tions  is  not  large  by  interna¬ 
tional  or  historical  standards. 
Expenses  in  the  1880  election 


(when  there  was  virtually  no 
national  campaign)  was  more 
than  double  in  real  terms  the 
amount  spent  by  ail  parties  in 
this  year's  campaign. 

As  long  as  the  purchase  by 
parties  of  television  and  radio 
time  remains  banned  (as  it 
should  be).  British  campaigns 
are  never  going  to  be  that 
expensive.  There  is  no  case  for 
unconditional  taxpayer  fund¬ 
ing  .  though  slate  support  for 
the  work  of  Opposition  parties 
in  Parliament  should  be  ex¬ 
tended  — not  least  to  avoid  the 
type  of  blind  trust  which  Tony 
Blair  set  up  in  Opposition. 
Limits  on  national  spending 
and  donations  are  fraught 
with  difficulties,  as  the 
American  experience  of  wide¬ 


spread  evasion  underlines. 

Instead,  the  Neill  committee 
should  focus  on  openness  and 
the  regulation  of  parties  and 
elections.  As  the  Bemie 
Ecdestone  affair  showed, 
there  is  a  difference  of  kind 
between  giving  £100  and  £1 
million.  The  former  should  be 
private,  while  the  latter  should 
be  disdosed.  to  deal  with 
worries  over  influence  ped¬ 
dling  and  the  purchase  of 
honours.  The  rules  would 
have  to  be  broadly  defined  to 


include  front  organisations 
trying  to  influence  elections. 

Election  law  also  needs  to  be 
updated.  For  a  century,  it  has 
focused  on  local  candidates 
and  constituency  activities, 
virtually  ignoring  the  exis¬ 
tence  of  national  parties  or 
campaigns.  This  is  anyway 
going  to  have  to  change  with 
tiie  registration  of  parties  for 
the  next  European  elections. 
There  should,  in  addition,  be 
an  election  commission  to 
supervise  boundary  reviews. 


the  rules  governing  elections, 
registration,  the  activities  of 
returning  officers  and  greater 
financial  disclosure  by  parties. 
That  is  a  big  enough  agenda 
for  the  Neill  committee.  It  may 
also  be  able  to  clarify  the 
options  on  state  funding  and 
campaign  limits,  but  it  should 
not  tiy  to  make  recommenda¬ 
tions  on  issues  which  are 
inherently  political,  where  the 
parties  are  bound  to  disagree. 

Peter  Riddell 


By  Valerie  Euioit 

WHITEHALL  EDITOR 

TONY  BLAIR  is  to  give  MPs 
ffie  right  to  scrutinise  tit 
£40  million  in  taxpayers' 
money  paid  to  the  Royal 

Family  each  year  after 
disdosure  yesterday  that  sonjp" 
staff  have  been  paying  as  tittle 
as  £45  a  week  to  live  in  a 
palace. 

The  opening  of  the  royal 
accounts  to  Plarfiameni  is  to  be 
announced  in  the  new  year 
when-  the  Treasury  responds 
to  the  demand  from  MPs  on 
the  Public  Accounts  Commit¬ 
tee  to  give  access  to  the  public 
spending  watchdog,  the  Nat¬ 
ional  Audit  Office. 

MPswfli  then  be  able  to  find 
out  the  scale  of  accommoda¬ 
tion  available  to  royal  staff 
and  pensioners  and  the  rents 
they  pay.  MPs  also  wish  to 
know  the  duties  of  staff  who 
are  entitled  to  five  in  “grace 
and  favour4*  accommodation. 

The  figures  in  the  Public 
Accounts  Committee V  report 
are  two  years  okL  Many  of  the 
rents  that  were  £45  a  wedc 
then  have  increased  to  more  £ 
than  E70  a  week  today.  They'lr 
are  mainly  paid  by  maids; 
butlers  and  other  housekeep-' 
ing  staff  for  one  room.  All  staff 
have  to  pay  council  tax,  utility; 
bills  and  maintenance  coste 
arid  some  pay  tax  on  the  perk 
iff  job-related  accommodation. 

It  is  understood  that  Sir 
John  Bourn,  the  Comptroller 
-  and  Auditor-General,  will  be 
given  access  to  accounts  on  the 
royal  family’s  £19S  mfliion 
costs  on  transport  for  official 
.duties;  the  £16.4  million  spent 
on  the  running  of  occupied 
royal  palaces;  and  £7.9  mifikn 
paid  under  the  Civil  List  . 


IN  PARLIAMENT 


TODAY  in  the  Commons:  trade  and 
industry  questions;  Pubic  Proceeatons 
(Northern  Ireland}  S3,  second  reading: 
short  debate  on  hospital  services  Vt 
Brentwood  and  Ongar.  In  the  Lotdc 
-National  Lottary  BH,  second  reading 
Copyright  and  Rights  in  rtutaiia— 
Regulations'  Criminal  Procedure  and 
kwasttosBons  Act  (Coda  of  Practical 
(Northern  Ireland)  Ordar.  debate  on  few 
access  to  pidtic  muteums  end  gabrica 
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SAVES 


can  bring 
you  all  together. 

If  yon  cant  get  together  this  Christmas,  get  together  over  the  phone  with 
a  BT  Conference  Call  You  and  your  friends  and  relatives  can  chat  together 
simultaneously  wherever  you  are  in  the  world.  And  this  Christmas'  we’re 
cutting  50%  off  the  booking  fee  on  calls  made  between  Christmas  Eve  and 
New  Year's  Eve.  So  there’s  never  been  a  better  time  to  try  it. 

Why  not  change  the  way  we  work?  fcj  1  ff 


To  book  your  BT  Conference  Call 

Freefone  0800  77  88  77 


THE  OfFEA  IS  A  REDUCTION  OF  50%  ON  THENORMA^E^J^HARG^^^^E^AOTICIPAN^U^^^^S^m^^^SSKSS 
CALL  CHARGE  PER  PARTICIPANT  FOR  A  DIAL-IN  CONFERENCE  CALL  OF  UP  TO  1  HOUR  FOR  A  MAXIMUM  OF  E  mSSmSSEF "£££ 
«.12.97  TO  31.12.97  BOOKED  BEFORE  S.MPM  ON  52.12.97.  NORMAL  CALL  CHARGES  ARE  ALSO  PAYABLE^THE  BOOKme  FEE  MUST  BE 

PAID  SY  CHEDIT  CARD  AT  THE  TIME  OF  BOOKING. 
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gets  cooking 


Mark  Henderson 

b®*  matched 
^haute  cuisine’  he  once 
Cunard  liners,  but 
^Prescott  did  not  seem  to 
jj™  he  dished  out  break- 
*  10  komdess  youngsters  at 
J.JJ5  -ne'y  winter  shelter  in 
'lir™^  Arch  yesterday. 

to  open  it  from  a 
rear-blizzard  in  The  Mall,  the 
Prime  Minister  don¬ 
ned  an  apron  and  chuckled 
with  volunteers  as  he  cooked 
npgggSjOn fried  bread,  bacon 
and  tomatoes  for  the  homeless 
IMo  25-year-olds  who  will  stay 
at  die  .  listed  London  land¬ 
mark  until  March,  thanks  to 
the  Government's  winter  shel¬ 
ls  programme. 

“The  menu  was  a  bit  more 
extensive  on  the  Cunard,  but 
I’m  as  delighted  to  be  serving 
egg  on  fried  bread  that  I've 
cooked  myself  as  serving  more 
exotic  fare  on  the  cruise  lin¬ 
ers."  Mr  Prescott  said. 

Stephen  Ross,  20,  originally 
from  Edinburgh,  seemed  just 
as  delighted  as  he  tucked  into 
his  ministerial  fry-up.  Twenty 
homeless  people  moved  into 
the  Gr^de  I  listed  building 
pearlier  this  week  and  60  will 
■  stay  in  the  shelter,  run  by  the 
charity  Centrepoint,  when  it 
fills  to  capacity  as  tempera¬ 
tures  drop. 

The  Government  estimates 
that  500  homeless  people  will 
sleep  rough  regularly  in 
London  this  winter  and  as 
many  beds  will  be  available  in 
emergency  shelters  in  the  capi¬ 
tal.  There  are  also  govern¬ 
ment-assisted  hostels  in 
Cambridge  and  Bristol. 

-The  shelter's  neighbours  in- 
dude  Admiralty  House, 
where  several  Cabinet  minis¬ 
ters,  induding  Mr  Prescott. 
|  have  flats,  the  Ugandan  Em- 
i  bossy,  government  buildings 
on  Whitehall  and.  a  few 
hundred  yards  along  The 


A  simply  furnished  bedroom  at  a  prestigious  address 


Mail,  the  Queen  at  Bucking¬ 
ham  Palace. 

“There  are  a  number  of 
prestigious  neighbours,  so  it's 
an  appropriate  statement  at 
this  time  of  die  year."  Mr 
Prescott  said.  "It  makes  me 
smile  when  the  admirals  are 
coming  out  and  the  lower 
orders  come  in  and.  as  I  am  of 


the  lower  orders  myself,  I  see 
dial  with  some  relish.” 

The  arch,  which  housed  the 
offidal  residence  of  die  First 
Sea  Lord  until  earlier  this 
year,  has  been  largely  unoccu¬ 
pied  since  the  Navy  moved  its 
offices  in  1994.  It  was  designed 
by  Sir  Aston  Webb  in  1904 
after  an  architectural  competi- 


■STMON  WALKER 


tion,  as  part  of  the  procession¬ 
al  route  dedicated  to  the 
memory  of  Queen  Victoria, 
and  was  completed  in  1911. 

The  Property  Advisers  tq  the 
Civil  Estate,  which  own  the 
building,  offered  it  .  to 
Centrepoint  as  part  of  die 
£4  million  winter  shelters  pro¬ 
gramme  in  October,  and 
Westminster  council  granted 
planning  permission  late  last 
month.  Residents  will  use  the 
ground  and  lower  ground 
floors  of  the  south  wing,  and 
300  are  expected  to  sleep  there 
before  it  shuts  in  March. 

Most  will  gain  access 
through  referral  agencies,  but 
there  will  be  emergency  drop- 
in  beds,  particularly  in  cold 
weather.  Victor  Adebowale, 
chief  executive  of  Centrepoint, 
said  the  charity  was  pleased  to 
have  use  of  such  an  appropri¬ 
ate  building.  “It's  going  to  be  a 
wonderful  location,  right  next 
to  the  Strand,  where  young 
people  can  be  found  sleeping 
rough  every  night" 

Residents  said  they  were 
relieved  to  get  into  the  shelter 
now  that  temperatures  were 
falling.  “I  am  glad  to  be  in 
here  rather  than  on  the  streets. 
Who  wouldn't  be?"  Mr  Ross 
said.  "But  1  want  to  get  a  more 
permanent  home,  not  just 
three  weeks  here  and  two 
months  there.” 

Jason  Bernier,  originally 
from  Pedtham.  southeast 
London,  had  slept  rough  for 
four  months.  “1  think  I  should 
have  a  fairly  good  Christmas 
now  that  I'm  in  here,"  he  said. 
“If  this  place  wasn’t  open  I 
would  probably  spend  Christ¬ 
mas  Eve  In  a  hotel  doorway." 

The  charity  approached  the 
Government  for  use  of  the 
arch  when  a  volunteer.  Briga¬ 
dier  Chris  Dick,  came  up  with 
the  idea  after  cycling  post  the 
empty  bunding. 

Residents  will  have  access 
24  hours  a  day,  with  a  cooked 
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John  Prescott  provides  a  ministerial  fry-up  for  the  homeless  at  Admiralty  Arch 


breakfast  and  dinner  and  a 
sandwich  lunch.  A  laundry  is 
provided,  as  are  showers  and 
lavatories.  A  mix  of  shared 
and  single  bedrooms  will  be 
split  between  40  men  and  20 
women,  the  usual  ratio  among 
rough  sleepers. 

A  Centrepoint  mental 
health  practitioner  will  assess 


residents  as  they  arrive. 
Alcohol  and  drugs  are  banned 
from  the  hostel,  though  habit¬ 
ual  users  will  be  admitted  if 
their  behaviour  remains 
“within  acceptable  limits". 
Drugs  projects,  counselling 
services  and  an  optician  will 
visit 

Two  resettlement  workers 


will  be  attached  to  Admiralty 
Arch  and  every  resident  wQl 
receive  housing  advice.  Streets 
Ahead,  the  homeless  employ¬ 
ment  agency,  will  also  have  a 
base  in  the  hostel  and  full 
details  of  the  Government's 
welfare-to-work  scheme, 
which  begins  in  April,  will  be 
given  to  residents. 


Pastor  shatters  pupils’  faith  in  Father  Christmas 


By  Joanna.  Bale 


THE  children  sat  in  expectant 
silence,  waiting  for  the  Rev 
Mark  Woods  to  address  their 
morning  assembly  and  im¬ 
part  a  few  uplifting  words. 

little  did  the  pupils  of 
Alvechurch  Church  of  .Eng¬ 
land  Middle  S  drool  realise 
that  he  was  about  to  destroy 
the  innocence  of  childhood. 
For  Mr  Woods,  warming  to 
his  theme  of  "the  things  we 
leave  behind  us  when  we 
up",  told  them  that 
father  Christmas  did  not 
exist  Instead  he  told  them  to 
believe  in  Jesus. 

Several  of  the  children, 
aged  nine  to  13,  went  home  in 
tears  after  the  Baptist  minis¬ 
ter's  fortnightly  address  to  the 
school  in  Hereford  and 
Worcester.  Two  parents  tele¬ 


phoned  the  minister  to  com¬ 
plain  and  several  contacted 
the' head  teacher. 

Afterwards  Mr  Woods,  who 
has  two  sons  aged  two  and 
three,  said  he  was  upset  that 
his  comments  had  shocked 
some  oF  the  younger  pupils, 
who  had  still  believed  in 
Father  Christmas. 

“If  I  had  known  then.  I 
would  have  changed  what  I 
was  going  to  say.  I  had  the 
distinct  impression  at  the 
beginning  of  the  assembly 
that  they  didn't  believe  in 
Santa  Claus  and  I  thought 
children  of  nine  wouldn't 
believe  any  more: 

“Before  1  started  the  assem¬ 
bly  I  asked  all  the  children 
who  believed  in  Father  Christ¬ 
mas  to  put  up  their  arms.  A 


Judith  Harkus-Jeffries  complained  that  her  son,  Luke,  was  upset  fay  Mr  Woods,  right 


few  of  the  older  ones  did  and  a 
number  of  the  younger  ones.  I 
thought  the  older  ones  were 
joking,  and  if  there  had  been  a 


forest  of  arms  from  the  rest  I 
wouldn’t  have  gone  any  fur¬ 
ther.  But  I  honestly  thought  in 
this  day  and  age  that  kids  as 


young  as  seven  or  eight  knew 
the  truth  about  Santa  Claus. 
Obviously  I  was  wrong. 

"!  found  out  when  I  was 


about  seven.  I  wouldn’t  say 
the  nine-year-olds  at  the 
school  who  didn't  know  have 
led  a  sheltered  life,  but  they 
would  have  found  out  sooner 
or  later.  But  I  admit  it  wasnt 
my  place  to  tell  (hem  and  I 
hope  I  haven’t  ruined  their 
Christmas.  If  1  have,  then  I 
am  very,  very  sony.” 

Mr  Woods  said  that,  as  an 
example  of  the  things  we 
leave  behind  us  when  we 
grow  up,  be  had  told  the  100 
children  that  he  did  not 
believe  in  Father  Christinas 
any  longer. 

Blit  the  news  was  a  Utter 
blow  to  some  of  the  younger 
children,  induding  Luke 
Harkus-Jeffries,  nine,  who 
was  convinced  until  then  that 
Father  Christmas  was  real. 
His  mother,  Judith  Haricus- 
Jefiries,  of  Alvechurch,  said 


that  she  had  been  shocked 
when  her  son  told  her  what 
had  happened. 

.  “He  said  Mr  Woods  said  be 
wanted  to  tell  them  the  true 
meaning  of  Christmas  —  that 
Jesus  was  the  true  meaning  of 
Christmas  and  Father  Christ; 
mas  was  made  up  just  like  the 
tooth  fairy,”  she  said. 

“I  said  he  shouldn't  have 
said  that  because  he  might 
have  upset  some  children, 
and  Luke  said;  'I  was  upset’ 

Mis  Harkus-Jeffries  com-  : 
plained  to  the  school  but  said 
there  was  llttie  she  could  do  to 
rectify  fee  situation. 

“I  derided  not  to  say  any¬ 
thing  to  him  because  I  just 
donT  know  what  to  say.  The 
fact  that  it's  come  from  an 
adult  and  someone  he  looks 
up  to  just  makes  it  more 
difficult" 


Grotto 
dwarves 
pay  their 
debt  to 
society 

By  Paul  Wilkinson 

A  GROUP  of  offenders  are 
paying  their  debr  to  society 
hy  putting  on  white  beards 
and  dwarf  costumes  to 
help  Santa  to  hand  our 
presents  to  children  hi  a 
Christmas  grotto. 

The  offenders  are  taking 
part  in  a  community  ser¬ 
vice  scheme  being  staged 
for  the  benefit  of  disadvan¬ 
taged  children  on  a  canal 
near  Mirfield,  West  York¬ 
shire.  -  ,  iU 

The  project,  created  by 
the  West  Yorkshire  Proba¬ 
tion  Service,  is  believed  to 
be  fee  only  Community 
Service  Order  scheme  of  its 
kind  in  Britain.  Normally 
offenders  would  be  paint¬ 
ing  church  halls,  repairing 
furniture  for  poor  families 
or  fitting  security  locks. 

Instead  they  are  working 
on  the  floating  grotto  on  a 
canal  narrowboat  moored 
ai  Shepley  Bridge  Marina. 
There  they  are  dispensing 
Christmas  cheer  to  about 
150  spedal-needs  children 
who  will  visit  them  during 
the  next  week.  The  eight 
offenders  include  teenage 
car  thieves  and  a  shop 
manager  convicted  of 
drink-driving. 

.  Santa,  alias  Brian  Jen¬ 
nings,  a  retired  community 
service  officer,  said:  "They 
work  really  hard  at  bring¬ 
ing  a  smile  to  the  kids' 
faces  and  l  think  the  work 
is  very  rewarding" 
Margaret  Rax.  a  com¬ 
munity  service  officer  for 
Kirklees  district,  said: 
“They  have  an  option  to 
come  on  this  scheme  or 
-not  but  they  must  dress  up 
and  I  know  they  get  some 
stick  off  their  mates  in  fee 
pub.  but  they  don't  seem  to 
mind. 

‘It  is  nice  for  people  to 
see  fee  happier  side  of 
what  offenders  can  do  on 
community  service.  They 
hand  out  gifts  donated  by 
the  Sunshine  Variety  Club 
and  West  Yorkshire  Police. 
All  the  offenders  are  obvi¬ 
ously  carefully  vetted." 

None  of  the  dwarves 
wanted  to  be  identified,  but 
one  dressed  as  Dopey  said: 
"We,  know  we,  have  done 
something  wrong,  but- this 
is  a  ni ce  way  to  pay  for  it  at 
Christmas  tune.  We  have  a 
pood  laugh  together  and  it 
is  a  jpy  to  help  bring  a  bit  of 
magic  to  the  children." 

Another  helper,  who  an-, 
swered  only  to  the  name 
Sleepy,  added:  "We  all 
think  it  is  a  good  idea  and  a 
useful  way  of  keeping  us 
busy.  Being  Santa’s  dwarf 
is  not  a  soft  option,  even 
though  some  people  might 
see  it  that  way." 
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New  fund  to  pay 
for  legal  damages 
against  the  State 

By  Frances  Gibb,  legal  correspondent 


THE  Government  is  to  create 
a  "public  interest  fund"  to  pay 
for  claims  where  the  State  has 
caused  widspread  injury 
through  negligence,  such  as 
faulty  cancer  screening  or  use 
of  contaminated  blood. 

Geoff  Hoon,  Parliamentary 
Secretary  of  State  at  the  Lord 
Chancellor's  Department, 
confirmed  last  nighi  that  al¬ 
though  legal  aid  was  being 
scrapped  for  mast  civil  daims. 
the  Government  would  create 
the  new  fund.  This  will 
provide  for  multiparty  actions 
by  people  who  have  been 
injured  by  the  State's  wrong¬ 
doing  —  “where  there  has 
been  a  failure  of  the  system." 
he  said. 

Other  kinds  of  action  which 
might  qualify  would  be  where 
ihere  had  been  an  inappropri¬ 
ate  use  of  drugs  which  turned 
out  years  later  to  have  an 
adverse  side-effect:  or  local¬ 
ised  environmental  actions. 
But  such  a  fund  could  extend 
further,  to  pay  for  actions 
against  police  misconduct  if 
this  was  systematic  and  in  a 
particular  locality,  he  said. 

“I  would  see  the  public 
interest  as  allowing  people  to 
bring  a  claim  where  perhaps 
there  would  not  be  an  enor¬ 
mous  claim  by  an  individual, 
but  where  a  wide  category  of 


people  might  be  affected  and  it 
is  important  that  the  matter  be 
litigated." 

It  is  not  yet  clear  if  such  a 
fund  would  also  stump  up  the 
initial  costs  needed  for  people 
to  bring  medical  negligence 
daims  —  the  area  of  work 
lawyers  say  will  be  most 
adversely  hit  by  government 
reforms.  The  Lord  Chancellor 
has  already  indicated  he  will 
consider  setting  up  a  hardship 
fund  when  civil  legal  aid  is 
removed  from  April  for  money 
claims  and  “no  win,  no  fee- 
work  opened  up  for  a  wide 
variety  of  daims.  That  might 
be  used  for  medical  negligence 
cases  which  have  a  75  per  cent 
chance  of  success  but  where 
investigative  costs  are  high. 

The  legal  profession  and 
consumer  groups  have  at¬ 
tacked  the  plans,  saying  that 
insurance  premiums  —  to 
protect  people  against  paying 
the  other  side’s  legal  costs  — 
would  not  be  available  at  an 
affordable  level.  But  Brian 
Ramcock,  of  Litigation  Protec¬ 
tion.  said  yesterday  that  last 
year  victims  of  medical  negli¬ 
gence  won  compensation  to¬ 
talling  more  than  El  million 
through  “no  win.  no  fee"  work 
backed  by  his  company's  in¬ 
surance  policies. 

Mr  Raincock,  one  of  a  group 


of  insurers  now  in  talks  with 
die  Government,  said  that  the 
level  of 4 premiums  was  far 
lower  than  people  feared:  an 
average  of  LZJ500  over  159 
daims  funded. 

But  where  such  premiums 
could  not  be  afforded,  and  the 
claim  had  a  high  chance  of 
success,  he  has  proposed  to  the 
Lord  Chancellor’s  Depart¬ 
ment  that  the  Legal  Aid  Board 
stump  up  the  premium,  at 
least  to  cover  lawyers’  costs. 

If  this  scheme  proceeds,  the 
Government  is  likely  to  rule 
out  any  help  unless  daims 
have  a  75  per  cent  chance  of 
success.  Mr  Hoon  told  MPs 
last  month  that,  of  medical 
negligence  cases  in  1996-97, 
only  17  per  cent  received 
damages  of  more  than  £50.  In 
83  per  cent  of  cases  they  won 
nothing  or  next  to  nothing. 

Yesterday  the  Law  Society 
put  forward  alternative  pro¬ 
posals  to  the  Government  for 
reforming  legal  aid  which 
would  widen  access  to  justice 
and  cost  no  mare  money,  it 
said.  The  self-financing 
scheme  would  combine  legal 
aid  and  “no  win.  no  fee- 
arrangements  and  could  ex¬ 
tend  to  those  who  do  not 
qualify  for  legal  aid  —  but  only 
in  cases  which  were  deemed 
viable. 
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Laura  Stanford  and  CaDuxn  Mulcahy  were  among  the  children  to  receive  awards  from  the  Duchess  of  Kent  yesterday 

Duchess  honours  brave  children 


CHILDREN  who  have  shown  extraordi¬ 
nary  bravery  in  the  past  year  travelled  to 
London  to  be  honoured  by  the  Duchess 
of  Kent  yesterday  (Tim  Jones  writes). 

In  September.  Laura  Stanford.  6,  who 
has  cerebral  palsy,  had  been  expecting  to 
meet  Diana.  Princess  of  Wales,  who  was 
to  launch  an  appeal  for  the  Osteopathic 
Centre  for  Children,  London  where 
Laura  is  a  patient  After  the  Princess’s 
death.  Laura,  from  Reading,  and  took  the 
task  upon  herself. 

Callum  Mulcahy,  3,  was  the  youngest 


of  the  eight  to  receive  an  engraved 
medallion  and  commemorative  scroll 
from  the  Duchess  at  the  Woman's  Own 
Children  of  Courage  Awards  at  West¬ 
minster  Abbey  yesterday.  Callum,  from 
Bristol,  was  bom  without  fingers  on  his 
left  hand  and  is  learning  to  use  false  ones 
made  from  pieces  of  his  toes. 

Rachel  Turner,  S,  from  Oxford,  is  on 
her  way  to  becoming  Britain’s  junior 
ballroom  dance  champion,  even  though 
she  is  deaf.  In  spite  of  undergoing  open 
heart  surgery  and  the  removal  of  a  lung, 
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Solicitor  * 
accused  of 
theft  will 
not  be  tried 

By  Pait  Wilkinson  J 


A  SOLICITOR  accused  of  . 
‘  stealing  £100,000  of  his  diene? 
money  win  notface  trial 
because  his  doctor  said  the 
pressure  could  kill  him. 

-Bill  May,  59,  of  Oeadon, 
SouthTyneside.  had  a  quad¬ 
ruple  heart  bypass  in  1992. 
first  appeared  in  court  in  199^* 
charged  with  14  counts  of  theft 

andtwoofc&tailangapecuiii- 

ary  advantage,  the  alleged  of- 
fences  dated  from  1991.  His 
condition  had  caused  his  trial 
to  be  delayed. 

This  week,  at  Durhafe 
Crown  Court  Judge  Denis 
Orde  ordered  the  indictment 
to  be  stayed  after  hearing  th« 
a  trial  could  have  -catastrop¬ 
hic  consequences".  He-  said: 
‘The  defercdarU  would  not  be 
able  to  stand  up  to  questioning 
and,  if  the  triad  were  to 
proceed  ft  is  doubtful  whether 
the  defendant  would  be  5t 
enough  to  survive  it-" 

A  prosecution  medical  ex¬ 
pert,  Keith  Evemy,  a  specialist 
at  the  Freeman  Hospital  in 
Newcastle  upon  Tyne,  had 
wanted  Mr  May  to’take  a 
treadmill  test  to  see  how  his 
heart  coped  with  the  exercise,  I 
but  Duncan  Walker,  a  defence^ 
medical  expat,  said  the  proce¬ 
dure  risked  worsening  his 
condition. 

In  February  1995,  at  a 
disciplinary  hearing,  the  Law 
Society  ordered  Mr  May  to  be 
strode  off  for  breaching  solid- 
tor's  rules  and  improperly 
using  clients' funds.  1 
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Rachel  already  40  has  dance  medals.  She 
feds  vibration  through  her  feet  and.  once 
she  has  the  rhythm,  can  twirl  in  time. 

Sarah  Phillips,  13.  of  Newport,- Gwent, 
showed  great  presence  of  mind  when  sire 
heard  pleas  for  help  from  a  nearby 
house.  Inside,  she  found  a  woman  giving 
birth  on  die  floor.  Realising  fire  umbilical 
cord  was  wrapped  around  the  neck  of  the 
baby,  whose  face  was  turning  blue. 
Sarah  untangled  it  to  save  the  baby's  life 
and  wrapped  piother  and  child  in  a 
blanket  to  await  the  ambulance. 
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The  Times  Christmas  appeal 


This  Christmas  The  Times  is  supporting  the  Bom  Free  foun¬ 
dation  and.  the  Institute  of  Cancer  Research’s  Everyman  Appeal; 
to  fond  research  into  prostate  cancer.  Readers  wishing  to  nuke  a 
donation  to  either  appeal  may  use  fire  coupons  below. 


Bom  Free  Appeal 


I  wish  to  donate  E  — .... — .  to  Barn  Free'S  Christmas  Appeal 


Method  of  payment  (please  tick  box) 
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Everyman  Appeal 


to  the  Institute  of  Cancer  Research's 
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ALTERATION  TO 
INTEREST  RATE 


Hie  Royal  Bank  of  Scotland  pic 
announces  that  the  monthly  rate  of 
interest  charged  to  its  MasterCard 
cardholders  win  be  increased  from 
1.14%  to  1.21%  per  month  (equivalent 
to  an  Annual  Percentage  Rate  of  15.5%) 
with  effect  from  1st  January  1998. 

The  Financial  and  Related  Particulars 
of  The  Royal  Bank  of  Scotland 
.  MasterCard  are  altered  accordingly. 

SHSThe  Royal  Bank  fRBS 
of  Scotland  jCarcfc 

^  Royal  Bank  of  Scotland  pJc 

*«9Btered  In  Scotland  No.' 90312. . 
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trust 
in  vodka 


From  Richarjd  Beeston 


ns  Moscow 


HYING  in  the  face  of  scientif- 
icreseareh  and  basic  common 
millions  at  Russians, 
including  some  of  their  pets, 
getting  through  the  cold 
with  the  help  of  the 
entry’s  favourite  drink. 
From  hunters  to  ice-fisher- 
market  stallholders  to 
elphants  in  the  circus,  the 
latest  relief  when  the  tem¬ 
pt  -a tunes  drop  to  record  levels 
a  nes  in  the  form  of  a  bottle, 
oi  two.  of  vodka. 

ts  the  toll  from  the  current 
cc  i  weather  rose  to  22  deaths 
in  Moscow  and  a  state  of 
er  ergency  was  declared  in  The 
B1  ck  Sea  region,  where  tem¬ 
pt  amres  fell  to  -28C,  doctors 
re  rated  their  warnings 
ag  inst  drinking. 

icohol  may  make  people 
fe<  warmer,  but  it  slows  die 
ciioilation  and  can  make 
drikers  more  susceptible  to 
fri  itbite.  The  sensible  advice, 
tortay  off  the  bottle,  generally 
gcs  unheeded. 

[I  knew  it  is  supposed  to  be 
bri  for  you.  but  there  is  not  a 
nin  out  fishing  today  who 
des  not  have  a  bottle  of  vodka 


under  his  coat.”  said  one  ice- 
fisherman.  “It  is  the  only  way 
you  can  get  through  the  cold." 

■  Others  not  only  swear  by  it, 
but  even  prescribe  if  to  ani¬ 
mals,  particularly  the  large 
performing  variety,  which  can 
become  unsettled  in  cold 
weather. 

“I  know  the  trainers  give 
wine  or  vodka  to  the  elephants 
when  it  is  cold  and  they  have 
to  move  them  from  place  to 
place.1"  said  Aleksandr  Vene¬ 
diktov.  the  director  of  the  main 
agency  for  circus  performers. 
“It  has  the  same  effect  on  than 
as  it  does  cm  us.  It  makes  you 
relaxed  and.  easier  to  deal 
with.” 

A  doctor  at  one  of  the  city’s 
busiest  casualty  hospitals  de¬ 
nied  angrily  that  consuming 
alcohol  had  any  beneficial 
effects  during  die-  cold  wea¬ 
ther.  and  noted  that  many  of 
the  victims  were  drunks  who 
had  passed  out  in  sub-zero 
temperatures. 

“Alcohol  can  be  used  to 
massage  parts  of  the  body 
which  have  been  subject  to 
frostbite,  but  that  is  about  it." 
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A  visitor  and  a  snow  leopard  scrutinise  each  other  at  Moscow  Zoo  yesterday  as  relieved  M  uscovites  saw  temperatures  rise  by  more  than  20  C 


he  said.  It  seepied  unlikely 
that  anyone  would  take  his 
advice.  It  is  well-documented 
that  Russians  have  been  en¬ 
thusiastic  drinkers  for  more 
than  a  millennium,  although 
there  is  little  evidence  support¬ 
ing  the  medicinal- benefits  of 
their  favourite  pastime. 

In  the  Middle  Ages,  the 
Venetian  Ambassador  to  Mos¬ 
cow  observed  that  the  Rus¬ 
sians  were  “great  drunkards 
and  take  great  pride  in  this, 
despising  abstainers". 

Throughout  history  Russian 
writers  have  eulogised  drink¬ 
ing.  Venedikt  Yerofeyev,  the 
high  priest  of  drink  and 
author  of  Moscow  Stations, 


claimed  that  he  only  found 
spiritual  freedom  when  he 
was  drunk.  Vladimir  Maya¬ 
kovsky.  the  Russian  poet,  once 
remarked:  “It  is  better  to  die  of 
vodka  than  to  die  of  boredom." 
His  advice  is  followed  by  tens 
of  thousands  of  his  compatri¬ 
ots  each  year,  who  die  of 
alcohol  poisoning,  often 
caused  by  drinking  bootleg 
vodka. 

Nevertheless,  there  is  still 
hope  that  science  may  yet 
prove  the  pro-drink  majority 
have  a  point 

No  less  a  man  than  Renat 
Akchurin,  the  heart  surgeon 
who  performed  the  multiple 
bypass  operation  on  President 


Yeltsin  last  year,  said  yester¬ 
day  that  alcohol  consumed  in 
moderate  amounts  was  bene¬ 
ficial.  “We  haw  no  objections 
to  small  amounts  of  alcohol." 
he  told  the  weekly  Arguments 
i  Fakty  newspaper.  "There  is 
even  the  so-called  French  phe¬ 
nomenon  which  proves  that 
100-lSOg  [4-6oz|  of  red  wine  a 
day  prevent  the  development 
of  arteriosclerosis." 

However,  he  denied  that  Mr 
Yeltsin’s  present  illness, 
blamed  on  a  cold  virus,  had 
anything  to  do  with  the  Rus¬ 
sian  leader’s  well-known  love 
of  vodka. 

Leading  article,  page  21 


European  cold  snap 
claims  up  to  50  lives 


ICE  and  snow  gripped  much 
of  Europe  yesterday  as  the 
death  toll  from  the  cold  snap 
climbed  to  about  50. 

Fifteen  people  have  died 
from  the  cold  in  Poland  as 
temperatures  plummeted  to 
around  -2QC.  “The  victims  are 
mainly  homeless  and  those 
who  drank  too  much  alcohol,” 
a  Warsaw  police  spokesman 
said. 

Seven  frozen  corpses  were 
collected  from  the  streets  of 


Bucharest,  the  Romanian 
capital  on  Tuesday.  “We  ex¬ 
pect  the  number  of  dead  to 
rise  in  the  coming  days  due  to 
the  bad  weather,"  said  Vladi¬ 
mir  Betis.  head  of  Bucharest's 
Forensic  Institute. 

Rough  seas  dosed  Roma¬ 
nian  Black  Sea  ports  and 
(rapped  two  US  warships 
taking  part  in  a  naval  exer¬ 
cise.  Power  was  cut  to  some 
250  villages  in  the  south  and 
east  of  the  country.  (Reuters) 


UN  to  toughen  Iraq  arms  hunt 


I  Prom  James  Bone 

|  IN  NEW  YORK 

THE  United  Nations  will 
sjon  test  Iraq’s  mettle  by 
noun  ting  a  new  wave  of 
aggressive  inspections  at  sen- 
stive  sites  in  search  of  hidden 
veapons  of  mass  destruction, 
dpfomats  said  yesterday. 
'Richard  Butler,  the  chief 
weapons  inspector,  is 
led  to  said  in  new  teams 
the  coming  weeks  to  hunt 
fir  banned  biological  and 
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chemical  weapons  and  ballis¬ 
tic  missiles,  despite  Iraq's 
refusal  to  allow  visits  to 
President  Saddam  Hussein’s 
palaces.  . 

Mr  Butte r.  who  chairs  fee 
UN  Special  Commission 
(Unscom)  responsible  for  dis¬ 
arming  Iraq,  is  to  brief  the 
UN  Security  Council  today  on 
his  recent  talks  in  Baghdad 
and  plans  for  future  inspec¬ 
tions.  Before  the  current  con¬ 
frontation  wife  Iraq  began  at 
the  end  of  October,  the  UN 


had  planned  three  biological 
weapons  inspection  missions 
before  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  Unscom  chairman  did 
report  some  progress  in  his 
Baghdad  talks  on  easing  the 
rules  for  access  to  such  “sensi¬ 
tive  sites”  as  intelligence  of¬ 
fices  and  Republican  Guards 
barracks. 

Tariq  Aziz.  Iraq’s  Deputy 
Prime  Minister,  praised  the 
inclusion  in  fee  talks  for  fee 
first  time  of  .  experts  from 
Britain,  Prance  and  Russia. 


Kremlin  rules  out  use  of  force 


Primakov:  says  world 
backs  Moscow’s  view 


By  Michael  Evans 
DEFENCE  CORRESPONDENT 

IRAQ'S  weapons  of  mass  de¬ 
struction  must  be  eliminated, 
but  not  by  military  force, 
Yevgeni  Primakov,  the  Rus¬ 
sian  Foreign  Minister,  said 
yesterday. 

Speaking  after  a  meeting 
with  Nato  foreign  ministers  in 
Brussels.  Mr  Primakov  said 
an  “overwhelming  majority  of 
the  world"  opposed  the  use  of 
force  against  Iraq. 


His  tough  stand  followed  a 
statement  by  Madeleine 
Albright,  the  US  Secretary  of 
State,  who  insisted  feat  op¬ 
tions  other  than  diplomacy 
could  not  be  ruled  out  in 
confronting  President  Sad¬ 
dam  Hussein. 

At  a  press  conference  at 
Nato  headquarters.  Mr  Prim¬ 
akov  said  fear  fee  Russian 
Government  supported  the 
view  feat  Iraq  should  folly  co¬ 
operate  wife  UN  inspectors. 
But  he  added:  "One  has  to  be 


calm  abour  achieving  this  goal 
which  all  humanity' craves,  the 
liquidation  of  mass  destruc¬ 
tion  weapons  by  Iraq,  imple¬ 
mentation  of  its  respon¬ 
sibilities  on  disarmament 
resolutions,  and  removal  of 
the  embargo  on  Iraqi  oil." 

During  a  meeting  of  the 
Nato-Russia  permanent  joint 
council.  Mrs  Albright  said: 
“Experience  teaches  us  that 
Saddam  Hussein  will  meet 
our  demands  only  if  we  are 
united  and  firm." 


Weapons 
flow  to 
Albanian 
rebels  in 
Serbia 

From  Tom  Walker 

IN  SARAJEVO 


SECURITY  sources  in  Saraje¬ 
vo  said  yesterday  they  had 
evidence  of  an  increase  in 
arms  deliveries  to  ethnic  Alba¬ 
nians  fighting  to  take  over 
Serbia's  southern  Kosovo 
region. 

A  European  security  expert 
said  he  knew  of  a  shipment  of 
machine  pistols  arriving  in 
Kosovo  in  the  next  few  days, 
which  was  being  funded  by 
fee  Albanian  diaspora  living 
in  Switzerland  and  Germany. 

Tension  in  Kosovo  has  risen 
markedly  over  the  past  two 
months,  with  a  shadowy  force 
known  as  the  Kosovo  Libera¬ 
tion  Army  appearing  in  public 
for  the  first  rime.  This  year 
more  than  30  people  have  died 
in  what  until  now  has  been  a 
smouldering  guerrilla  strug¬ 
gle.  but  the  Yugoslav  Army 
has  changed  tactics  and  now 
deploys  armoured  convoys 
through  the  region,  whose  twu 
million  population  is  90  per 
cent  Albanian. 

The  antagonism  between 
.Albanians  and  Serbs  was 
raised  a  further  notch  on 
Tuesday,  when  17  so-called 
freedom  fighters  were  jailed 
For  a  total  of  1S6  years  by  a 
court  in  Pristina,  the  regional 
capital.  UN  and  other  human 
rights  observers  described 
their  two-month  ordeal  under 
the  draconian  Serbian  justice 
system  as  a  classic  Commu¬ 
nist  show  trial:  fee  Yugoslav 
delegation  walked  out  of  last 
week’s  Bosnian  peace  confer¬ 
ence  in  Bonn  because  of 
Kosovo’s  inclusion.  Serbia  in¬ 
sists  Kosovo  is  an  internal 
affair. 

America  and  European  na¬ 
tions  working  behind  the 
scenes  in  Pristina  have  ap¬ 
pealed  for  calm  in  the  wake  of 
fee  trial.  The  weather  was 
their  saviour  yesterday,  as 
demonstrations  threatened  by 
students  were  repelled  by 
heavy  snow. 

Most  diplomats  agree  that 
rime  is  running  out  for  a 
negotiated  settlement  with  the 
Belgrade  Government,  and 
that  armed  resistance  is  an 
attractive  option  for  the  swell¬ 
ing  ranks  of  alienated  young 
men  in  fee  region. 
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Jackal  denies 
‘Fatly’  gibe 
made  him  rebel 


•  '•  ,1 


From  Ben  Macintyre  in  Paris 


THE  overweight  guerrilla, 
Carlos  the  Jackal,  on  trial  for 
triple  murder  in  a  Paris  court, 
has  angrily  rejected  sugges¬ 
tions  that  being  nicknamed 
“Fatty"  as  a  schoolboy  set  him 
on  the  path  of  international 

terrorism. 

By  rums  mocking,  menac¬ 
ing  and  obtuse,  rhe  Venezue¬ 
lan-born  Carlos  (real  name. 
Illich  Ramirez  Sinchez)  has 
already  turned  the  dock  into  a 
platform  for  his  sizeable  ego, 
in  a  trial  that  risks  degenerat¬ 
ing  into  farce. 

In  four  days  of  increasingly 
bizarre  hearings,  he  has  re¬ 
buked  and  threatened  the 
judge,  cracked  off-colour  jokes 
and  trumpeted  his  own  terror¬ 
ist  credentials  during  what  he 
called  "an  international  war 
...  fought  with  the  pen,  the 
pistol,  the  bomb  and  the 
noose". 

"Don't  forget  who  I  am,  and 
rrear  me  accordingly.  J  am  not 


under  your  orders,"  he  ad¬ 
monished  Judge  Yves  Come- 
loup  on  Tuesday,  after  being 
told  to  stop  wandering  off  at 
tangents. 

Carlos  later  referred  to  the 
violent  death  of  another 
French  judge  and,  looking 
threateningly  at  Judge 
ComeJoup.  he  added:  “You 
are  taking  on  a  heavy  personal 
responsibility." 

During  one  of  his  rambling 
monologues.  Carlos  declared: 
"I  was  an  example  for  tihe 
revolution.  The  revolution  will 
continue  without  me  ...  I  am 
satisfied." 

His  self-satisfaction  was 
slightly  dented,  however, 
when  the  prosecution  suggest¬ 
ed  that  his  craving  for  atten¬ 
tion  and  determination  to  seek 
revenge  might  stem  from 
being  teased  at  school  in 
Venezuela,  where  he  was 
known  as  El  Gordo,  or  “Fat¬ 
ty".  Carlos  "suffered  due  to  his 


physique",  the  court  was  told. 
"I  am  fat,"  Carlos  responded, 
somewhat  defensively.  "But 
it*s  not  a  problem.  Iris  not  a 
complex.” 

He  became  evasive  when 
questioned  on  his  ties  to  the 
KGB.  but  described  his  activi¬ 
ties  within  the  Popular  Front 
for  the  liberation  of  Palestine 
as  "a  war  against  the  Ameri¬ 
cans  and  Zionists  across  the 
globe.  The  war  was  interna¬ 
tional  and  it  continues". 

“Does  that  mean  hostage- 
taking,  executions,  things  lute 
that?"  Judge  Comeloup  asked. 

“Yes,  and  hijacking  planes." 
Carlos  replied. 

“Executions?" 

“Yes,  even  to  the  extent  of 
executions  of  French  judges," 
came  the  pointed  response. 

While  declaring  that  the 
legend  of  Carlos  had  been 
“fabricated  by  the  world's 
press",  he  also  insisted  that  his 
terrible  reputation  had 


A  courtroom  sketch  of  Carlos  the  Jackal,  left,  and  Judge  Yves  Comeloup  on  the  second  day  of  the  trial-  Castas  is  conducting  his  own  defence 


Opportunity  to  show  his  ccv. 
tempt  for  the  court  and  Jbl 


“caught  the  world's  ii 
don”.  He  dwelled  lovingly  on 
his  own  mythology,  recalling 
his  100  passports  and  52 
pseudonyms. 

“Carlos  was  here,  Carlos 
was  there.  They  said  anything. 
He  prepared  atomic  bomb 
attacks  m  New  York.  I  read 
interviews  with  women  de¬ 


scribing  their  night  of  passion 
with  Carlos,  which  made  my1 
comrades-in-arms  laugh,"  he 
bragged. 

Outlining  Carlos’s  early 
years  for  the  prosecution.  - 
Daniel  Aberard.  a  police  in¬ 
vestigator,  painted  a  less  flat¬ 
tering  picture  erf  the  playboy- 
terrorist,  describing  him  as  a 


wealthy  and  ruthless  charmer 
“with  a  very  utilitarian  con¬ 
cept  of  women". 

To  the  growing  exaspera¬ 
tion  of  the  judge,  Carlos  has 
declined  to  furnish  specifics  of 
his  early  activities,  maintain¬ 
ing  that  he  would  never 
“grass"  oo  .  his  fellow 
“revolutionaries". 


When  pressed  on  why  the 
PLFP  had  sent' him  to  T 
Carlos  sneered 
“What  do  you  think?  That  we 
woe  buying  tulips  in 
Hoflandr 

Carlos  appears  to  have  con¬ 
cluded  that  he  has  no  hope  of 
leaving  a  French  prison,  and 
has  instead  used  his  trial  as  an 


“I  will  regain  my  comrade 
in  paradise  . .  - 1  have  hadja 
rich,  full  and  productive  life?? 
declared  die  man  who.  by-% 
own  account,  ,  has  taken  :n 
lives  of  at  least  80  people:  £  -f 

rift- 
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Albright 
to  meet 
Arafat  in 
London 

By  Michael  Binyon 
DIPLOMATIC  EDITOR 

• 

THE  US  Secretary  of  Stale; 
Madeleine  Albright,  will  this 
morning  meet  Yassir  Arafat, 
the  President  of  the  Palestin¬ 
ian  Authority,  in  London  in  a 
new  effort  to  break  the  MkP 
tUc  East  stalemate.  The  meet¬ 
ing  wifi  come  immediately 
after  her  talks  in  Paris  with 
Binyamin  Netanyahu,  the  Is¬ 
raeli  Prime  Minister.  ,  ..  . 

Ms  Albright  will  tell  Mr 
Arafat  that  she  intends  to 
press  for  an  Israel!  comnat- 
ment  to  West  Bank  withdraw¬ 
al.  although  Israeli  Cabinet 
ministers  said  yesterday  that 
Mr  Netanyahu  would  go  to 
Paris  wfihouf  a  map- specify¬ 
ing  die  areas  from  which 
troops  would  pull  out, .  .1., 
Mr  Arafat  is  likely  to  warn 
her  that,  without  an  Israeli 
commitment,  violence  could 
flare  up  and  that  Hamas,  the 
Islamic  Resistance  Move¬ 
ment,  will  be  strengthened. 
Mr  Arafat  will  later  see  Tony 
Blair,  and  probably  Robin 
Code,  the  Foreign  Secretary. 
□  Jerusalem*  Mr  Netanyahu' 
yesterday  appeared  to  back- 
trade;  over  his  plan  to  transfer 
more  land  to  the  Palestinians 
after  Cabinet  ministers  ac¬ 
cused  him  of  jeopardising 
national  security. 


Israeli  | 
spy  faces- 
court  over 
war  risk 

From  Ross  Dunn 
IN  JERUSALEM 

YEHUDA  Gil*  a  veterji 
Israeli  spy.  yesterday  pleadd 
not  guilty  in  a  Tel  Aw  courts 
charges  that  he  planted  fate 
information  which  nearly  Id 
to  war  -with  Syria. ! . 

The  .  63-year-old  fornw 
Mossari  agent  said  he  ws 
only  prepared  to  admit  tie 
facts  in  the  charge  shees 
regarding  his  personal  detais 
and  previous  employment.  ji- 
A  pensioner,  he  was  recne- 
ed  by  Mossad  in  1970  ad 
continued  to  work  far  tie 
agency  after  his  retirement  ii 
1989  on  special  contract.  Hi 
expertise  included  fluent  Ara¬ 
bic  and  .  the  ability  to  organ!" 
business  operations  whi$i 
served., as  fronts  for  Mossd 
agents.  .f 

It  has  been  alleged  that  fa 
years  he  had  contact  with  a 
important  official  in  Syra 
regarding  the  foreign  policyrf 
Damascus  but  at  some  pout 
this  source  dried  up.  After  ths 
period,  the  Government  i- 
leges  he  began  making  up  it 
falsifying  information  that  ie 
passed  on  to  superiors. 

Mr  .Gp .  denied  all  tie 
charges,  especially  claims  tht 
he  intended  to  harm  tie 
security  of  Israel.  The  hearijg 
was  adjourned  to  January  8 
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Moral  crusader  casts  a  calculating  eye  on  White  House  prospects 


Bauer:  his  heroes  include 
Beagan  and  Lady  Thatcher 


Gary  Bauer  is  unruffled 
that  his  office,  on  the 
fringes  of  Washing¬ 
ton's  desolate  wasteland  north 
of  die  Capitol  is  surrounded 
by  four  Ere  engines.  Ignoring 
an  offstage  drama  of  a  peril¬ 
ously  dangling  window-clean¬ 
er.  he  launches  into  his 
favourite  argument  that  (he 
next  occupant  of  the  White 
House  should  be  someone 
who  tackles  the  “virtue  defi¬ 
cit”  in  American  life. 

ft  is  idealistic  leadership^ 
not  the  niceties  of  fiscal  policy, 
which  is  most  important,  he 
says.  “The  Pope,  Ronald 
Reagan  and  Margarer 
Thatcher  have  changed  the 
course  of  history”. 

The  question  is  whether  his 
unabashed  moral  crusade, 
and'  undisputed  focus  and 
concentration,  can  now  bring 
Mr  Bauer  from  the  backwa- 
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ters  to  the  mainstream  of 
politics.  Mr  Bauer,  51,  who 
advised  President  Reagan  for 
eight  years,  has  been  ubiqui¬ 
tous  in  Washington  life  for 
two  decades.  But  as  head  of 
the  Family  Research  Council 
a  think-tan k-cu m-k) bby  group 


promoting  moral  and  family 
issues,  he  has  emerged  as  one 
of  the  most  influential  spokes¬ 
men  for  sodal  conservatives. 

Suddenly  he  is  flavour  of 
the  month.  After  a  year  so 
barren  of  politics  it  is  now 
dubbed  Year  of  the  Dog 
(President  Clinton's  dog,  that 
is,  now  formally  christened 
Buddy),  both  parties  are 
scrambling  for  ideas.  This 
week  the  Weekly  Standard 
put  him  on  the  cover  under 
the  headline  “Bauer  Power. 
Washington's  Most  Formida¬ 
ble  Conservative”  while  the 
National  Renew  devoted  its 
political  column  to  specula¬ 
tion  that  he  might  run  for 
President  in  2000. 

Mr  Bauer  grew  up  in 
Newport,  Kentucky,  in  a 
Democratic  family  within  a 
Democratic  district  His  con¬ 
version  came  aged  17,  when 


he  teamed  op  with  Republi¬ 
can  businessmen  in  an  at¬ 
tempt  to  eteef  a  new  sheriff 
and  rid' the  city  of  organised 
crime.  Their  candidate  was 
defeated  when  found  in  bed 
with  a  prostitute,  but  Mr. 
Bauer  claims  “he  was  kid¬ 
napped  and  (hugged  and 
propped  up  in  bed  with  her'. 
After  tins  skulduggery  was 
exposed,  he  says,  their  candi¬ 
date  won  the  next  .election. 

With  less  drama,  he 
has  since  fashioned 
himself  into  a  modd 
of  the  bright,  articulate  “com¬ 
municator”  with  a  solid  hair¬ 
line  and  a  good  handshake 
for  whom  Washington  is  a 
magnet  Most  become  Law¬ 
yers;  those  like  Mr  Bauer  who 
have  found  their  cause  must 
then  grapple  with  turning 
their  skill  into  real  power. 


The 

swung 


national  spotlight 
J  onto  him  this  year 
when  he  struck  a  series  of 
unexpected  alliances  to  pro¬ 
mote  his  beliefs.  He  stood 
with  Richard  Gere  to  protest 
.against  President  Jiang 
Zemin's  visit.  He  joined  with 
the  unions  in  an  unsuccessful 
-bid  to  block  renewal  of  Chi¬ 
na’s  “most  favoured  nation” 

trading  status.  He  is  as  “trou¬ 
bled”  as  liberals  by  welfare 
reforms  forcing  single  moth- 
era  with  young  children  out  to 
work.  Although  he  supports 
Republican  tax-cutting  plans, 
he  worries  that  they  favour 
businesses  more  than 
families. 

In  many  eyes,  his  perfor¬ 
mance  this  year  eclipsed  that 
of  the  Christian  Coalition,  less 
confident  since  the  departure 
of  its  leader  Ralph  Reed  and 
since  “Religious  Right”  ac¬ 


quired  pejorative  overtones. 
Mr  Bauer's  political  action 
committee,  started  in  Febru¬ 
ary,  has  raised  $22  million 
{£13  million),  which  it  is 
doling  out  for  local  elections. 

He  does  not  dismiss 
Calk  of  presidential 
ambitions.  “I  want 
certain  ideas  to  run.  and  I'm 
hoping  that  some  logical 
viable,  political  figure  —  a 
senator  or  governor  —  will 
embrace  them,'’  he  says.  “But 
if  no  one  does  that.  I  feel  an 
obligation  to  pray  about 
whether  this  is  something  I 
ought  to  do". 

It  does,  though,  seem  un¬ 
likely  that  he  could  make  the 
White  House.  His  beliefs  fall 
between  too  many  stools  to 
lend  themselves  conveniently 
to  the  party  packaging  of  the 
campaign  trail.  Many  of  his 


favourite  causes.  ^ 

mending  the  “broken  hearts 
and  broken  psyches  of  the 
1960s  sexual  revolution,  may 
strike  a  chord  in  Middle 
America,  but  require  little 
from  central  government  Not 
least  he  may  be  too  short  for 
popular  taste,  at  several  inch¬ 
es  over  5ft-  Lack  of  height  is 
not  an  automatic  bar  to  the 
presidency  —  the  shortest  was 
James  Madison,  who  at  Stt 

4in  weighed  less  than  lOfflb  — 
but  it  does  not  help-  , . 

It  is  possible  that  he  would 
surface  in  the  next  few  years 
to  be  a  vice-presidential  run¬ 
ning-mate.  But  most  likely  he 
will  remain  what  he  is  now: 
one  of  the  nation’s  best  moral 
lobbyists,  and  a  potentially 
decisive  factor  in  determining 

which  of  his  Republican  col* 
leagues  is  picked  to  run  for  the 
White  House. 
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Lisa  Hathaway  with  daughter  Jasmine,  three,  after  hearing  of  Jessica's  death 

Mothers  feud 
over  legacy  of 
dead  child  pilot 


From  Giles  Whitteu.  in  los  ancki.es 


Jessica  Dubroff  in  the  Cessna  at  Half  Moon  Bay  airport  near  San  Francisco  at  the  start  of  her  ill-feted  attempt  to  fly  coast-to-coast  last  April 


f  EARLY  two  years  after  her 
dath,  the  little  girl  who 
wanted  to  be  the  youngest 
plot  to  fly  across  America  is  at 
tie  centre  of  an  ugly  court- 
nom  battle  between  her  moth¬ 
er  and  stepmother  over  $3 
rullion  (£13  million)  of  life 
ixsurance. 

Lisa  Hathaway,  whose  sev- 
a-year-old  daughter,  Jessica 
Eubroff,  died  while  trying  to 


take  off  from  a  remote  Wyo¬ 
ming  airfield,  is  being  sued  by 
the  widow  of  Jessica’s  father 
for  nearly  $1  million.  The  case 
has  gone  to  trial  in  California, 
where  Ms  Hathaway's  lawyer 
said  that  it  was  “simply  about 
greed” 

Months  before  her  doomed 
flight,  Jessica'S  fattier,  Lloyd 
Dubroff.  bought  four  life  in¬ 
surance  policies  each  worth 


$750,000.  His  death,  along 
with  his  daughter  and  her 
flight  instructor  in  the  cockpit 
of  an  over-laden  single-en¬ 
gined  aircraft,  triggered  nat¬ 
ional  soul-searching  and  a 
bitter  row  over  his  estate. 

His  then  '  wife,  Melinda 
Hurst  Dubroff,  was  named  as 
beneficiary  of  two  of  the 
insurance  policies.  She  is  now 
suing  for  half  the  proceeds  of 


the  other  two  as  well,  even 
though  they  were  made  out  in 
the  name  of  Ms  Hathaway, 
the  mother  of  Mr  Dubroffs 
three  eldest  children. 

Mrs  Dubroff  is  also  claim¬ 
ing  gifts  and  property  worth 
$150,000  that  her  husband 
gave  Ms  Hathaway  in  the 
final  years  of  his  life.. 

The  widow's  claims'  are 
based  on  a  “community  prop¬ 


erty  interest"  that  gives  her 
half  Mr  Dubroffs  estate 
under  Californian  marriage 
laws.  However,  her  legal 
wrangling  could  not  contrast 
more  starkly  with  the  New 
Age  spirituality  that  defined 
Jessica’s  brief  life. ' 

Raised  in  what  friends 
described  as  unconventional 
bliss,  Jessica  was  a  vegetarian, 
never  went  to  school,  had  no 


.  toys  and  watched  no  television 
at  home.  Instead  she  enjoyed 
“home  schooling”,  private  rid¬ 
ing  and  music  lessons,  and  an 
early  introduction  to  flying. 

Her  attempt  to  fly  coast-to- 
coast  across  America  in  April 
1996  was  strongly  encouraged 
by  both  parents.  Jessica  left 
Half  Moon  Bay,  near  San 
Francisco,  with  her  52-year- 
old  instructor  in  the  co-pilot's 


seat  of  a  rented  Cessna  after 
logging  only  35  hours  in  the 
air.  The  plane  crashed  a  day 
later,  seconds  after  hying  to 
take  off  from  Cheyenne’s  air¬ 
port  in  an  icy  rainstorm. 
Investigators  concluded  the 
aircraft  was  probably  over¬ 
loaded  and  should  never  have 
tried  to  take  off. 

Mis  Dubroff’s  lawsuit  is  the 
latest  in  a  series  of  three.  Ms 


Hathaway,  who  calls  herself  a 
spiritual  healer,  opened  the 
hostilities  by  suing  for 
$15  million  in  child  support 
last  year.  Another  suit  accus¬ 
ing  Cessna  and  the  flight 
instructor.  Joe  Reid,  of  negli¬ 
gence,  remains  unresolved. 

Ms  Hathaway  is  also  hying 
to  repeal  a  federal  law  passed 
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Model  returns  millionaire’s  ring 


From  James  Bone 

IN  NEW  YORK 


THE  Latvian  starlet  sued  for  the  return  of 
$30,000  (£303,000)  in  gifts  by  a  jilted 
Wall  Street  trader  has  settled  the  case  by 
tending  back  her  nine-carat  diamond 
riag,  but  will  keep  his  other  presents. 

tees  Misan,  a  rweniysomefhing  model 
aid  aspring  actress,  agreed  to  return  the 
$29275  rock  that  the  doting  financier, 
Jchn  Lattanao,  49,  claims  he  gave  her  as 
ai  engagement  ring. 

But  the  blonde  gets  to  keep  four  other 
peces  of  jewellery  named  in  the  case, 
with  another  $210,000  —  a  Cartier 
damond  necklace,  a  Van  Cleef  &  Arpels 
damond  ring,  a  crocodile-skin  purse  by 
bermes;  and  two  rings  from  Harry 


Winston.  “I  have  a  good  deal  and  I’m 
very  happy  with  it,"  Miss  Misaa  said 
before  driving  off  in  the  Mercedes  given  to 
her  by  her  former  boyfriend.  “It’s  very 
sweet.” 

Mr  Lattanzio,  who  lavished  an  estimat¬ 
ed  $3  million  on  Miss  Misan  during  their 
two-year  affair,  had  gone  to  court  to  ask 
for  the  nine-carat  diamond  ring  back 
under  a  New  York  law  allowing  the 
return  of  gifts  given  “in  contemplation  of 
marriage”.  She  said  he  bought  her  the 
ring  at  Harry  Winston  to  make  up  with 
her  after  a  temporary  separation,  and  that 
she  never  promised  to  marry  him. 

Although  the  precise  terms  of  the 
settlement  were  confidential,  sources  said 
that  Mr  Lattanzio.  a  high-flying  Wall 
Street  trader  who  runs  ms  own  hedge 


fund,  was  not  concerned  about  money  but 
about  the  engagement  ring,  which  he 
considered  a  “love  token”. 

The  deal  was  believed  to  contain  a  cash 
payment  to  Miss  Misan  worth  tens  of 
thousands  of  dollars,  and  a  promise  to 
continue  paying  the  rent  on  her  family’s 
apartment  in  Brooklyn. 

Miss  Misan  will  be  allowed  to  remain 
in  the  luxury  flat  he  bought  for  her  for 
another  five  years,  and  then  keep  the 
profits  from  its  sale. 

“Everything's  settled,"  Mr  Lattanzio 
told  a  reporter  before  slamming  the  door 
to  his  house  in  Greenwich  Village.  "We 
made  a  fair  agreement  arid  we’re  moving 
on.  Merry  Christinas.” 

Grace  Bradbcrry,  page  19 


Misan;  says  she  is 
happy  with  deal 


Hamburger  tax  has  its  chips 


From  Tom  Rhodes 

IN  WASHINGTON 

BILL  CLINTON’S  love  of  fast 
food  did  little  for  his  hopes  of 
immortality  yesterday  after 
residents  in  Little  Rock  re¬ 
fused  an  increase  in  the  local 
“hamburper”taxtopayforhis 
presidential  library  in  the 
Arkansas  state  capital. 

The  local  council  had 
planned  to  raise  taxes  on 
hamburgers,  the  effective  local 
levy  for  restaurants  and  ho¬ 
tels,  from  two  to  three  cents  to 
raise  $42  minion  (£25.8  mil¬ 
lion)  tor  a  26-acre  site  chosen 
by  the  President  near  the  city’s 


new  River  Market  district 
There  was  also  a  scheme  to 
rename  part  of  little  Rock’S 
main  thoroughfare  after  the 
man  who  was  Governor  of 
Arkansas  for  12  years.  Furious 
at  the  lack  of  consultation,  the 
buighers  of  little  Rock  com¬ 
plained  that  they  had  no  say  in 
either  project 

The  city  board  -finally  ap¬ 
proved  yesterday  the  use  of  $15 
million  in  bond  revenues  to 
buy  the  site  while  a  farther 
$75  million  wfll  be  employed 
to  improve  the  Little  Rock  Zoo 
and  three  nearby  golf  courses, 
presumably  as  further  encour¬ 
agement  to  a  President  ob¬ 


sessed  by  the  sport  No  deri¬ 
sion  has  been  taken  cm  wheth¬ 
er  Markham  Street  will  be 
renamed  Clinton  Drive. 

Jim  Dailey,  the  Mayor,  said 
the  controversy  had  not  been 
as  a  result  of  any  lack  of 
support  for  Mr  Clinton.  “We 
jumped  out  rather  quickly  and 
expanded  the  project  without 
making  sure  the  public  under¬ 
stood  just  how  we  were  going 
to  pay  far  ft,  and  raised  a  big 
stink  as  a  result”  he  said. 

Mr  Clinton  had  been  con¬ 
sidering  various  sites  for  his 
library,  but  in  April  he  chose 
Little  Rock  and  last  month 
selected  the  central  site. 
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ANC  joy  as  Winnie  quits  race 


Sam  Kiley  in  Mafeking  reports  on 
the  drama  as  the  African  queen 
turns  defeat  into  a  publicity  victory 


SNATCHING  a  publicity  vic- 
toiy  from  the  jaws  of  certain 
Political  defeat.  Winnie 
Madikizela-Mandela  with¬ 
drew  yesterday  from  the  race 
for  the  deputy  presidency  of 
the  African  National  Con¬ 
gress.  to  the  delight  and  relief 
of  thousands  of  party  mem¬ 
bers  at  their  50th  national 
Conference  in  Mafeking. 

The  former  wife  of  President 
Mandela  looked  every  bit  the 
African  queen  in  a  richly 
embroidered  blue  kaftan  dress 
as  she  marched  towards  the 
podium  after  being  nominated 
for  the  deputy  presidency  by  a 
woman  delegate.  She  held  her 
audience  enthralled  as  she 
approached  the  microphone  to 
announce  whether  she  was 
going  to  take  on  the  ANCs 
chosen  candidate,  Jacob 
Zuma. 

Nelson  Mandela,  who  re¬ 
signed  as  party  president  this 
week.  looked  glum  and  hung 
his  head  as  she  kept  the 
tension  high  by  allowing  her 
nomination  to  be  seconded 
from  delegates  on  the  floor. 

Behind  her  were  anxious 
members  of  the  national  exec¬ 
utive  who  had  worked  tireless¬ 
ly  most  of  the  previous  night  to 
persuade  delegates,  who  still 
supported  her  after  the  revela¬ 
tions  ar  the  Truth  and  Recon¬ 
ciliation  Commission  this 
month  which  linked  her  to  a 
string  of  murders,  to  abandon 
her. 

An  electoral  official  asked 
her  if  she  would  accept  the 
nomination.  "I  do  not  wish  to 
cause  divisions  in  my  party," 
said  Mrs  Mandela,  who  has 
threatened  to  leave  the  ANC 


and  accused  its  leadership  of 
plotting  to  suppress  her.  “I 
have  not  been  nominated  try 
the  structures,  and  therefore 
ask  my  president  [Thabo 
Mbekil  for  guidance,"  she 
said. 

The  tension  mounted  still 
further  as  he  cxpUrned  that  a 
nomination  *  e  Boor  was 
nothing  to  0  nth  the  party 
structures  of  the  ANC. 

Mrs  Mandela  drew  a  deep 
breath.  "To  those  comrades 
who  nominated  my  name.  1 
apologise,  I  have  to  decline," 
she  murmured. 

Wild  cheers  engulfed  her 
words  as  she  passed  down  the 
line  of  30  senior  members  of 
the  60-member  national  exec¬ 
utive,  receiving  hugs  and 
handshakes  from  every  one. 

Basing  her  appeal  on  an 
image  as  a  champion  of  the 
poor  and  a  party  outsider,  she 
had  won  the  only  victory  she 
could  have  —  and  avoided  the 
humiliation  of  a  probable 
defeat  in  a  vote  which  would 
have  permanently  destroyed 
her  political  power  base, 
which  most  analysts  now 
believe  is  derived  from  a 
misperception  that  South  Afri¬ 
ca's  poor  adore  her  in  spite  of 
the  revelations  at  the  truth 
commission.  Mr  Mandela 
managed  to  avoid  being  em¬ 
braced  by  his  former  wife. 

His  successor.  Mr  Mbeki, 
was  yesterday  elected  unop¬ 
posed,  as  was  Jacob  Zuma  as 
the  party  deputy  president 
and  Kgalema  Molanthe  as 
secretary-general.  The  new 
ANC  president  told  delegates 
that  the  "revolution  was  not 
over"  for  the  party.  "We  still 


ESA 


Mis  Mandela,  who  pulled  out  of  the  contest  embraces  Jacob  Zuma  after  his  election  as  ANC  deputy  president 


have  to  organise  ourselves  to 
ensure  we  achieve  the  things 
for  which  our  movement  was 
established  ...  the  struggle 
continues,"  he  said. 

Only  one  slot  remains  to  be 


a  secret  ballot  of  the  3,400 
delegates.  Mr  Mbeki ’s  fa¬ 
voured  candidate,  Steve 
Tshwete.  the  Sports  Minister, 
whom  Mr  Mbeki  has  used  as 
a  trouble-shooter,  most  recent- 


contested  now:  the  chairman-  *  ly  to  attack  Mrs  Mandela  as  a 
ship,  which  will  be  decided  on  "charlatan"  and  "coward". 


Mr  Tshwete  is  to  be  chal¬ 
lenged  for  the  post  by  Patrick 
“Terror"  Lekota,  the  former 
Premier  of  the  Free  Stale,  who 
was  dismissed  from  the  post 
earlier  this  year  by  the  party's 
national  executive. 

Both  are  robust  speakers 


and  popular  in  the  party.  Mr 
Mbdd  was  unable  to  force  Mr 
Lekota  to  step  down  ahead  of 
die  elections,  but  backroom 
manipulation  by  Mr  Mbdri’s 
supporters  has  indicated  that 
Mr  Mbeki  is  likely  to  get  his 
way. 


Seoul’s  thorn  in  the  flesh  stakes  claim  for  presidency 


Kim  Dae  Jing:  a  survivor 


From  NicolDegu  Innocenti 

IN  SEOUL 

SOUTH  KOREANS  could  elect  an 
opposition  candidate  as  their  Presi¬ 
dent  when  they  go  to  the  polls  today. 

In  Kim  Dae  Jung’s  case,  opposition 
is  definitely  die  word.  The  71-year-old 
politician,  who  is  naming  for  the 
fourth  time,  has  been  a  thorn  in  the 
side  of  the  establishment  for  more 
than  40  years.  In  the  days  of  military 
role,  he  survived  several  attempts  on 
his  life;  he  has  been  kidnapped. 
Imprisoned,  condemned  to  death  and 


finally  exiled.  Since  his  return  in  1985, 
he  has  been  planning  his  peacefol 
assumption  of  power. 

Whoever  wins  the  presidency,  in  a 
country  where  the  office  carries  enor¬ 
mous  powers,  must  face  carrying  out 
die  reforms  demanded  by  the  Interna¬ 
tional  Monetary  Fund  in  exchange  for 
a  record  rescue  package  worth  $60 
billion  (E36  billion). 

The  new  President  will  also  have  to 
deal  with  the  ever-present  threat  from 
North  Korea,  where  famine  and  mass 
starvation  have  made  the  Communist 
regime  even  less  predictable.  Lee  Hoi 


Chang,  a  former  Chief  Justice,  is  the 
ruling  party  candidate,  though  he  has 
tried  to  distance  himself  from  the  past 
by  changing  its  name  from  New 
Korea  to  Grand  National  Party.  His 
lead  in  the  opinion  polls  was  slashed 
when  it  emerged  that  his  two  sons  had 
tampered  with  their  medical  records 
to  escape  compulsory  military  service. . 

It  is  such  a  serious  matter  in  South 
Korea,  troubled  by  die  threat  of 
invasion  by  the  North,  that  one  son 
has  to  return  from  college  in  the 
United  States  to  be  examined  and 
weighed  in  public,  while  die  other,  felt 


a  sudden  urge  to  become  a  voluntary 
worker  in  a  leper  colony. 

The  third  candidate.  Rhee  In  Je.  51, 
gained  notoriety  when  he  left  die 
ruling  party  to  form  his  own  move-, 
merit,  but  he  is  not  believed  to 
command  more  than  15  per  cent  of  the 
vote 

Mr  Lee,  who  has  been  described  as 
haring  the  charisma  of  a  granite 
statue,  has  tried  hard  to  gain  populari¬ 
ty.  singing  Christmas  carols  with  his 
grandchildren  on  television.  Mr  Rhee 
has  flaunted  his  youth  and  jet-black 
hair,  but  has  appeared  rather  wooden. 


WORLD  IN  BRIEF 


Turkey  threatens 

to  end  bid  for  Eli 

Ankara: Mesut  Yilmaz.the Prime  Minister. 

Turkey  would  withdraw  its  application  for  JjTO  I 

membership  by  June  If  it  were  not  ! 

candidates,  the  state-nin  Anatolian  news  agenc>  saw.  ^ 
Ankara  first  applied  to  join  in  1963-  .  t|-l  I 

Earlier  this  week  Mr  Yilmaz  vowed  to  freeze  Des  ww  | 

EU  after  it.  derided  at  its  Luxembourg  summit  to  estfuoe 
Turkey  from  its  formal  list  of  11  future  member.  We  wU-Wt 
change  our  position  until  we  are  put  m  a  tetowmte  II 
countries,"  Mr  Yflmaz  declared.  (Reuters )  Letters,  page  21 

Yeltsin  set  to  resume  work 

Moscow:  Presfalent  Yeltsin  wilireturii  to  work  nertWiBekairf  ■■ 

plans  to  visit  India  in  January,  the  Kremlin  said  (RKnara 
Beeston  writes).  "His  health  is  satisfactory."  said  Sergei 
Yastrzhembsky,:  Mr  Yeltsin’S  spokesman.  .“The  doctors  said 
[on  December  10]  that  the  President  would  be  back  within  ten 
to  12  days  and  he  is  going  to  be  back  within  that  time." 

Homosexual  grand  tour 

Strasbourg;  a  gay  member  of  the  European  Parliament 
plans  to  risit  EU  applicant  countries  with  his  boyfriend  to 
underline  thar  the  Union  protects  gays  from  discrimination. 
Peter  Pex,  a  Dutch  Christian  Democrat,  said  homosexuality 
was  forbidden  in  Cyprus  and,  while  legal  in  Romania, 

-  visiting  gay  couples  faced  arrest  there.  (Reuters ) 

Sakharov  prize  for  Algerian 

Strasbourg:  Salima  Ghezali,  an  Algerian  human  rights 
campaigner,  received  the  European  Parliament's  Sakharov . 
Prize  for  freedom  of  thought,  worth  15,000  ecus  (£10,000).  and 
called  for  an  international  inquiry  into  massacres  in  her 
country.  She  said  an  inquiry  could  end  the  impunity  with 
which  both  sides  in  Algeria  blamed  the  other.  (Reuters) 

Mafia  ‘godmother9  held 

Brindisi:  A  woman  was  arrested  yesterday  on  suspicion  d 
being  the  "godmother"  of  one  of  Italy’s  most  important  Mafia 
dans.  Maria  Buccarella,  42,  is  thought  to  have  taken  over  the  - 
Sacra  Corona  Unite,  the  Mafia  of  the  southeastern  Apufia 
region,  from  her  brother.  She  and  three  other  women  were 
arrested  here  after  a  four-month  hunt.  (AFP) 

Attempt  to  gag  dissident 

Washington:  The  Voice  of  Ameri-  ] ' 

ca  complained  of  unprecedented  ’ 

political  interference  after  the  , 

White  House  tried  to  block  the 

broadcast  of  an  interview  with-  ’ . 

Wei  Jingsheng,  right,  the  Chineses  BH?  jjfrSQH 
dissident  (Tom  Rhodes  writes).  It . 
was  finally  broadcast  in  China  on 

Che  station’s  Mandarin-language  ' 

television  channel,  but  a  segment  .  ;  . 

was  cut  from  a  news  service  on  ' 

World  net,  another  US  govern-  =, 

ment  outlet  .  ' 

;  v  ,  ;•  •  :•  • 

Gay  marriages  rejected  y ; 

Wellington:  Marriage  between  homosexual- couples  r  is  - 
illegal,  the  Court  of  Appeal  ruled  tfrthe  cfisnzay  of  a  lesbian  - 
couple  in  New  Zealand  who  brought  Jhel  case.  Jy&bian/; 
couples  vowed  to  keep-fighting  to  get  aBifr-m  traduced  in  ■  * 
parliament  to  allow  sazne-sex  marriage.  (AFP)  ‘  l 
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Lawyer  shot  in  row 
over  Caribbean  isle 


^Long-running  dispute 

a  Welsh  expafrfete 
and  rfie  Government  of 
Antigua  and  Barbuda  erupted 
51  ftfttfire  when  shots  were 

™  mAeofiSce  of  the  brother 

01  the  Prime  Minister. 

Cyrfl  “Taffy*’  Button  and  his 
Bonny  are  fighting  a 
goyemment  eviction  order  to 
^ut  die  tiny  Caribbean  island 
Guiana,  whidi  sits  barely 
*00  yards  off  the  coast  of 
Amigua.  where  they  have 
Lved  alone  far  32  years. 

On  Tuesday  Mr  Bufton.  73. 
allegedly  shot  his  lawyer.  Vere 
Bird  Jr,  61,  die  Prime  Minis¬ 
ter's  brother  and  an  MP,  after 
he  voted  in  favour  of  the  forced 
removal  of  die  couple  by 
police. 

No  one  witnessed  the  shoot- 
m&  but  after  the  vote  Mr 
Bufton  confronted  Mr  Bird  in 
his  law  firm  offices,  and 
allegedly  shot  him,  wounding 
the  lawyer  in  the  jaw.  Mr 
Bufton  was  also  injured,  suf¬ 
fering  a  gunshot  wound  to  his 
hand. 

Lester  Bird,  the  Prime  Min¬ 
ister,  went  mi  television  on 
Tuesday  night  and  blamed  the 
incident  on  Antigua'S  political 
opposition  and  two  local  news¬ 
papers.  He  accused  them  of 
inciting  the  Buttons  and  their 
supporters  to  defy  the  law. 

llie  police  have  not  brought 
charges  so  far.  but  Mr  Bufton, 
in  police  custody  in  hospital, 
was  expected  yesterday  to 
appear  before  a  local 
magistrate. 

Both  the  injured  men  are 
being  treated  at  the  Holberton 
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Hospital  in  St  John’s,  the 
capital  Doctors  say  a  bullet  is 
lodged  in  Mr  Bird’s  throat 
ana  that  he  will  probably  be 
flown  to  Miami  for  treatment 
Mr  Bufton  suffered  splintered 
bones  in  the  palm  of  Ms  left 
hand. 

The  Buftons  managed  Gui¬ 
ana  for  years,  feeding  the  local 
deer  and  ducks,  on  behalf  of 
its  wealthy  owner,  a  British 
lawyer.  According  to  a  former 
British  diplomat  who  visited 
the  couple,  they  lived  a  rustic 
life1  in  a  wooden  house.  De¬ 
spite  limited  resources,  the 
mechanically  minded  Mr 
Bufton  kept  their  home  run¬ 
ning  by  fi>ting  everything  him- 
sdf.  "They  managed  to  exist 
by  dint  of  his  own  hands  and 
his  mechanical  skills.  He  was 
a  great  bodger.  He  liked  to  fix 
things,"  the  diplomat  said. 

But  those  who  know  Mr 
Bufton  well  say  he  could  be  his 
own  worst  enemy.  He  could  be 
difficult,  even  dictatorial  at 
times,  and  did  not  welcome 
visitors  to  the  island.  “Taffy  is 
a  bit  of  an  oddbalL"  said 


Antigua's  move  to 
evict  a  Welsh 
couple  to  build  a 
resort  has  led  to 
-  violence,  writes 
David  Adams 

Samuel  Derrick,  publisher  of 
The  Observer,,  an  opposition 
newspaper  in  Antigua.  He 
knows  Mr  Bufton  well  and 
described  him  as  “a  toner,  a 
wilderness  man".  Mr  Button 
would  visit  the  mainland 
about  once  a  week,  hauling  Ms 
jeep  over  the  narrow  stretch  of 
water  on  a  makeshift  pontoon. 

Bonny  Bufton.  on  the  other 
hand,  seldom  left  the  island. 
The  few  people  who  did  visit 
the  couple  said  she  was  always 
hospitable.  “She’S  a  lovely 
woman;  very  kind  and  love¬ 
able.  and  very  loyal  to  Taffy." 
the  diplomat  said. 

When  the  British  owner  of 
the  island  died  some  years 
ago,  the  fate  of  Guiana  was  left 
in  dispute.  The  estate  was  sold 
but  the  Buftons  dung  to  a  five- 
acre  property. 

The  long-running  dispute 
arose  after  the  Government 
entered  into  a  contract  with  a 
Malaysian  developer  to  build 
a  $300  million  (£184  million) 
resort  on  Guiana.  Work,  on  the 
resort,  a  pet  project  of  the 
Prime  Minister  who  assumed 
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The  home  of  the  Buftons  on  Guiana  island,  where  they  have  lived  for  32  years 


the  mantle  after  his  father, 
Vere  Bird  Sr,  retired  in  1994,  is 
expected  to  begin  next  month. 

The  Prime  Ministers  broth¬ 
er,  a  former  government  min¬ 
ister  who  had  long  been  at 
odds  with  his  brother,  had 
stood  up  for  the  Welsh  couple, 
even  lobbying  successfully  to 
have  Mr  Bufton  appointed  as 
official  game  wanton  of  the 
300-acre  island,  complete 
with  a  small  salary  and  a 
government  vehicle. 

But  when  the  Government 
asked  the  Buftons  to  leave  the 
island,  they  resisted  and  hired 
Mr  Bird  in  an  attempt  todaim 
squatters'  rights,  “irs  unreal. 
One  brother  is  trying  to  get 
him  evicted,  and  the  other 
brother  is  his  lawyer."  Mr 
Derrick  said. 

The  Buftons  have  been  sup¬ 
ported  in  their  campaign  by 
local  environmentalists  fight¬ 
ing  to  stop  the  tourism  project 
in  order  to  protect  the  island’s 
wildlife.  Guiana  is  home  to  an  ■ 
important  colony  of240  fellow 
deer,  the  national  symbol  of 
Antigua  and  Barbuda. 

Tensions  rose  a  few  weeks 
ago  when  Mr  Bufton  ignored 
a  police  order  suspending  his 
gun  licence,  and  ordered  Mm 
to  hand  over  firearms  known 
to  be  in  his  possession. 

Mr  Bird,  who  is  also  chair¬ 
man  of  the  ruling  Antigua 
Labour  Party,  was  due  to 
appear  in  court  today  to  try  to 
prevent  the  eviction.  The  di¬ 
max  came  during  a  parlia¬ 
mentary  debate  on  Tuesday 
when  Mr  Bird  spoke  up  for 
the  Buftons,  but  voted  tor  a 
law  that  authorises  the  police 
to  evict  the  ample,  fay  force  if 
necessary.  The  law  also  offers 
the  Buftons  alternative  accom¬ 
modation,  a  government  vehi¬ 
cle  and  a  compensatory 
stipend  of  $630  (£387)  a  month. 

“It  was  fairly  generous. 
Taffy  would  have  been  fairly 
well  looked  after."  said  Mr 
Derrick.  "What  Taffy  needs 
right  now  is  some  new  legal 
representation.  He  has  abused 
all  the  lawyers  in  town.  We 
have  talked  to  a  number  of 
lawyers  this  morning  and  no 
one  is  interested." 

Mrs  Bufton,  reportedly,  re¬ 
mains  on  Guiana,  possibly 
unaware  of  the  altercation 
between  her  husband  and  Mr 
Bird.  But  Mr  Derrick  said  the 
.Government  was  not  taking 
any  chances.  “The  Prime  Min¬ 
ister  said  this  woman  is  a 
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Bonny  and  Cyril  Bufton  are  fighting  their  eviction;  below,  Vere  Bird,  who  was  shot 


crackshot,  so  much  so  that  the 
police  are  afraid  to  go  over 
there  She  has  diem  at  bay 
he  said. 

Mr  Bird  Jr  served'  in  his 
father’s  Cabinet  but  had  to 
leave  in  1990.  when  a  commis¬ 
sion  labelled  him  a  conspira¬ 
tor  in  a  shipment  of  ten  Tons  of 
Israeli  arms  via  Antigua  to  the 
Medellin  drug  cartel’s  private 
army  in  Colombia.  Two  years 
earlier,  he  was  tainted  by 
charges  of  corruption  in  a 
$11  million  deal  to  renovate 
Antigua's  airport.  He  has 
maintained  his  innocence. 
Guiana  is  a  flat  piece  of 


scrubland  off  the  north  coast 
of  Antigua.  Those  who  have 
visited  it  describe  it  as  a 
pristine  Caribbean  paradise 
except  for  the  areas  where  the 
wildlife,  especially  the  Euro¬ 
pean  fellow  deer,  have  de¬ 
voured  the  vegetation. 

The  only  main  structure  an 
the  island  is  a  large  stone 
house,  believed  10  have  once 
belonged  to  a  sugar  plantar 
tion;  this  has  since  fallen  into 
disrepair.  The  island’s  unde¬ 
veloped  natural  environment 
stands  in  sharp  contrast  to  the 
luxury  tourist  resorts  that  dot 
the  beaches  of  Antigua. 


grip  on 
power 

THE  Bird  family  has  con¬ 
trolled  the  Government  of 
Antigua  and  Barbuda  for  de¬ 
cades  through  their  domina¬ 
tion  of  the  governing  party.  At 
tunes  they  have  seemed  10  run 
the  islands  as  a  fiefdora. 

The  towering  figure  of  6ft 
8in  Vere  "Papa"  Bird,  88,  the 
island’s  first  Prime  Minister, 
founded  one  of  the  Caribbe¬ 
an’s  most  pervasive  dynasties. 
In  1994  he  was  succeeded  as 
Prime  Minister  by  bis  son. 
Lester,  59,  brother  of  Vere  Jr. 
the  victim  of  Tuesday’s  alleged 
attack. 

Although  the  family's  lead¬ 
ing  members  have  avoided 
direct  criticism  of  corruption, 
their  paternalistic  style  and  - 
strong  pro-business  attitudes 
have  attracted  criticism  within 
tile  Caribbean.  Yet  the  stabil¬ 
ity  they  have  brought  to  the 
country  has  undoubtedly 
allowed  them  to  attract  lucra¬ 
tive  offshore  investment  and 
t he  islands  are  now  visited  by 
tens  of  thousands  of  British 
tourists  every  year. 

Seven  years  ago,  Vere  Bird 
Jr  was  recommended  to  be 
banned  for  life  from  holding 
government  office  after  an 
inquiry  found  that  officials 
had  connived  in  the  smug¬ 
gling  of  Israeli  arms  ship¬ 
ments  to  the  Medellin  drugs 
cartel  in  Colombia. 

Another  report  into  the 
building  of  the  V.  C.  Bird 
International  airport  in  Anti¬ 
gua  concluded  that  Mr  Vere 
Jr,  known  in  the  island  as 
“Runway”  Bird,  had. acted  “in 
■  a  manner  unbecoming  a  min¬ 
ister  of  government". 

Further  allegations  of  cor¬ 
ruption  have  since  been  made 
involving  the  sale  of  Antiguan 
visas  and  passports  to  Hong 
Kong  residents  in  the  run-up 
to  tiie  handover  of  the  colony 
to  China.  However,  Lester 
Bird  was  cleared  of  any 
wrongdoing  fay  an  indepen¬ 
dent  inquiry. 

The  United  States-based  hu¬ 
man  rights  organisation  Free¬ 
dom  House  claimed  that  the 
February  1994  election  was 
not  free  or  fair,  alleging  that 
voting  was  not  secret  and  that 
ineligible  votes  had  been  cast. 
Others  criticised  the  feck  of 
opposition  access  to  the  state- 
owned  media. 


Woman  ahead  in  Guyana  poll 


Georgetown:  Janet  Jagan.  a 
Chicago-born  expatriate  who 
made  a  career  of  fighting  for 
Guyana's  independence,  hdd 
a  dose  lead  last  night  over  the 
opposition  leader,  Desmond 
Hoyre,  in  a  presidential  poll. 

With  134.000.  or  29  per  cent, 
of  votes  counted,  Mrs  Jagan’s 
People’s  Progressive  Party  had 
68,000  votes.  Ex-President 


Hoyle’s  People's  National 
Congress  had  61,000.  Other 
parties  split  the  rest 
Mrs  Jagan,  77,  had  the 
support  of  die  South  American 
country’s  majority  Indo-Guya- 
nese.  The  68-year-old  Mr 
Hoyle,  however,  said  he  was 
confident  because  his  party, 
traditionally  strong  among 
blacks  and  urban  residents. 


had  made  inroads  among 
other  races. 

Mrs  Jagan,  whose  Marxism 
made  her  the  object  of  US 
wrath  during  die  Cold  War. 
was  poised  to  become  Guy¬ 
ana's  first  female  leader, 
climaxing  a  long  political  jour¬ 
ney  she  shared  with  her 
husband  Cheddi.  who  died  as 
President  in  March.  (AP) 
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A  character  from  the  Pocket  Monsters  programme 

Japanese  cartoon 
puts  700  in  hospital 


By  Nick  Nuttall 


A  JAPANESE  television  net¬ 
work  yesterday  called  in  doc¬ 
tors.  psychologists  and  ani* 
matkra  experts  to  find  out 
why  a  cartoon  triggered  con¬ 
vulsions  among  hundreds  of 
children  nationwide. 

Hironari  Mori,  program¬ 
ming  division  manager  of  TV 
Tokyo,  said  that  more  than 
700  people,  mainly  children, 
were  taken  to  hospital  on 
Tuesday  night  after  watching 
the  programme,  which  was 
based  on  the  Pocket  Monsters 
video  game. 

The  Japanese  Home  Amirs 
Ministry  said  that  208  people, 
aged  from  three  upwards, 
including  a  man.  5S,  were  still 
in  hospital  with  epilepsy-type 
symptoms  more  than  24 
hours  after  die  broadcast 

Experts  believe  that  the 
children,  who  reacted  after  an 
explosive  scene  in  the  cartoon 
was  followed  by  five  seconds 
of  flashing  lights,  were  photo¬ 
sensitive:  Dr  Ley  Sander,  a 
consultant  neurologist  at  the 
National  Hospital  for  Neurol¬ 
ogy  in  London  and  an  adviser 
to  the  National  Society  for 


Epilepsy,  said  that  the  chance 
of  a  television  programme 
triggering  similar  seizures  in 
Britain  was  almost  zero. 

"Certain  damaging.  Sash¬ 
ing  frequencies,  are  not 
allowed  to  be  broadcast  in  this 
country.  They  may  not  have 
the  same  guidelines  in  Ja¬ 
pan,"  Dr  Sander  said. 

Earlier  this  year,  the  Inde¬ 
pendent  Television  Commis¬ 
sion  banned  advertisements 
for  Boots  cosmetics  and 
Marmite  gravy  cubes  over 
concern  that  the  intensity 
of  stzbbe4ike  images  might 

trigger  fits. 

Jo  Lawrence  King,  of  the 
National  Sotiefyfor  Epilepsy, 
said  that  up  to  5  per  cent  of 
epileptics  can  have  seizures 
brought  on  by  flickering 
lights  such  as  stroboscopes, 
flickering  sunlight  while  driv¬ 
ing  through  a  forest  or  a 
flashing  video  game. 

Other  children  with  "taw 
thresholds”  may  also  be 
vanerabie  to  fits  if  the  flicker¬ 
ing  stimulus  is  powerfol 
enough,  even  though  they  are 
not  genuine  epileptics. 
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Which  is  best:  burgundy  or  beer? 

J  fcqtccgMSH 
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F*"  '  '%  Dr  Thomas 

>  Stuttafordon 

~£  red  wine; 

48*  smoking; 

sleeping 
policemen; 

'  ’{,1  scanners  and 
the  Two 

LgiC  Fat  Ladies 


Christmas  drinking  is 
unlikely  to  be  inter¬ 
rupted  by  thoughts 
of  whether  wine  is 
better  for  the  drinker's  heart 
and  health  than  beer,  but  once 
again  this  is  being  debated  by 
biochemists. 

It  is  now  acknowledged  by 
the  majority  of  doctors  that  all 
a  alcoholic  drinks,  and  even 
pure  ethanol,  inhibir  platelet 
aggregation  so  that  the  plate¬ 
lets,  the  small  particles  in¬ 
volved  in  blood  coagulation, 
do  not  stick  together  to  form 
clots  so  readily  in  the  blood 
vessels  of  the  heart  and  brain. 

A  research  paper  written  by 
doctors  at  the  department  of 
cardiology  at  the  University  of 
Wisconsin  has  recently  been 
published  in  rhe  journal  of  the 
American  Chemical  Society. 
These  scientists  have  come 
down  heavily  on  the  side  of  red 
wine  being  superior  to  other 
alcoholic  drinks  — 

and  support  their 
case  with  la  bora  to-  'J1 

ry  experiments  as 
well  as  statistics  adva 

from  studies  in  the 
community.  Their  nf  rfv 

research  has 
shown  that  a  blood  t:pc  : 
alcohol  level  pro-  J 

duced  by  drinking 
red  wine  need  only  Wd} 

be  a  tenth  of  that  , 

produced  by  other  pTOG 

alcoholic  drinks  to 
achieve  the  same 
effect  on  platelet  stickiness. 
The  red  wine.  too.  was  also 
more  efficient  than  other 
drinks  in  increasing  the  pro¬ 
portion  of  high-density  lypo- 
proteins.  the"  good  cardio¬ 
protective  cholesterol,  and 
reducing  the  amount  of  the 
low-density  cholesterol.  The 
advantage  of  red  wine  lies  in 
the  way  it  is  produced,  which 
includes  using  the  grape  skia 
The  grape  skin  contains  anti¬ 
oxidants,  phenolic  flavinoids, 
which  reduce  the  tendency  of 
the  blood  to  dot.  Red  wine, 
therefore,  has  two  rather  than 
one  major  cardio-protective 
constituents. 

Die  flavinoids  in  red  wine 
also  help  in  the  oxidisation,  the 
process  thereby  helping  to 
prevent  them  from  furring  up 
the  coronary  arteries.  The 
greatest  concentration  of  the 
health-giving  flavinoids  are 
found  on  grapes  grown  in 
slightly  damp  dimates  like 
Burgundy,  where  fungus  can 
flourish.  Red  wine  from  these 
districts  is  therefore  more 


The 

advantage 
of  red  wine 
lies  in  the 
way  it  is 
produced 


health-giving  than  that  from  a 
sun-baked  vineyard  in  the 
New  World.  Unfortunately,  as 
clarets  and  burgundies  ma¬ 
ture  some,  but  not  all,  of  the 
flavinoid  content  is  lost. 

No  sooner  had  the  paper 
from  Wisconsin  been  pub¬ 
lished  than  a  Californian  team 
produced  equally  detailed  fig¬ 
ures  that  although  alcohol  was 
undoubtedly  benefidal,  some 
of  the  apparent  benefits  of  red 
wine  could  be  the  result  of 
other  factors  in  the  wine 
drinker's  life,  and  not  directly 
as  a  chemical  consequence. 

They  also  concluded  that 
both  beer  and  wine,  but  not 
especially  red  wine,  had  ad¬ 
vantages  over  other  drinks. 
Those  men  who  drank  moder¬ 
ate  amounts  of  beer,  three 
half-pints  a  day,  enjoyed  a  30 
per  cent  reduction  in  the  risk 
of  coronary  heart  disease: 
greater,  they  suggested,  than 
that  offered  by  red 
or  white  wine.  Con- 
g  versely.  the  coro¬ 

nary  arteries  of 
,toQp  women  who  were 

o  wine  drinkers  were 

tiring  better  protected 

WiilC  than  those  who 

drank  beer. 

I  liic.  a  possible  cause 

It  ic  discrepancy 

II  IS  of  the  Californian 

i  results  may  be  that 

1C6Q  the  wines  have 

been  grown  locally 
and  do  not  have  the 
same  quantity  of  flavinoids  in 
the  skins  as  that  drunk  in 
Europe. 

Two  other  research  projects, 
while  not  diminishing  the 
value  of  red  wine,  have  pro¬ 
moted  that  of  beer.  AIM.  a 
digest  on  research  into  alco¬ 
hol.  indudes  reports  from  the 
University  of  Munster  in 
Germany  and  from  the  school 
of  pharmacy  at  the  University 
of  Jerusalem.  Both  universities 
have  studied  the  effect  of 
moderate  beer  consumption 
on  coronary  arterial  disease. 


A  few  drinks  the  morning  after  can  be  good  for  the  stomach  and  duodenum  because  the  organism  Helicobacter  pylori,  which  causes; peptic  ulcers,  is  vulnerable  to  alcohol 


The  Munster  study 
showed  that  in  Ba¬ 
varia,  a  predomi¬ 
nantly  beerdrmking 
area,  not  only  did  the  beer 
drinkers  have  a  lower  death 
rate  for  coronary  heart  disease 
but  that  the  overall  mortality 
was  less.  These  changes  app¬ 
lied  to  men  and  women. 

Interestingly,  the  possible 
use  of  alcohol  has  not  extended 
to  China.  The  study  of  1.824 
men  in  Shanghai  showed 


those  who  drank  up  to  two 
drinks  a  day  had  a  19  per  cent 
reduction  in  the  overall  death- 
rate  from  cancers  and  coro¬ 
nary  heart  disease.  Those  who 
drank  up  to  the  British  guide¬ 
line  of  four  drinks  a  day 
reduced  the  death  rate  by  36 
per  cent,  but  drinking  any 
more  than  this  increased  the 
deathrate  for  strokes  and  some 
cancers.  In  Shanghai,  the  ad¬ 
vantages  were  experienced 
whatever  the  drink  the  men 
chose. 

Although  it  may  not  seem 
like  it,  sometimes  on  foe 
morning  afterwards  a  few 
drinks  can  be  good  for  the 
stomach  and  duodenum.  The 
small  organism  Helicobacter 
pylori,  which  causes  peptic 
ulcers,  is  vulnerable  to  alcohol 
and,  in  particular,  red  wine. 
Within  15  minutes  of  drinking 
red  wane,  the  number  of 
Helicobacter  pylori  organisms 
starts  shrinking.  This  may 
account  for  the  findings  of  a 
large  Danish  study,  which 
shows  that  a  moderate  intake 
of  wine  and  spirits  reduces  the 
likelihood  of  peptic  ulceration. 


Cigars  lead  to 
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Finding  a  suitable  Christmas 
present  for  Frank,  my  64-year- 
old  bachelor  brother,  is  always 
a  problem.  This  year  nobody  will 
give  him  cigars. 

Instead,  he  will  be  presented  with  a 
suitably  wrapped  Nicorette  inhaler, 
the  latest  device,  obtainable  without 
prescription,  to  help  people  to  stop 
smoking. 

Frank,  who  has  been  smoking  and 
inhaling  more  than  20  cigars  a  day 
for  at  least  40  years,  is  not  so  hoarse 
that  any  protests  about  his  change  in 
gift  is  unlikely  to  be  heard. 

Every  case  of  hoarseness  should  be 
investigated  if  it  is  unexplained  and 
lasts  for  more  than  two  or  three 
weeks.  Frank,  however,  has  been 
hoarse  for  20  years,  but  a  lifetime  in  a 
medical  family  has  given  him  some 
cynicism  about  doctors,  and  he  has 
previously  rejected  all  suggestions 
for  investigations. 

Finally,  Frank's  voice  became  so 
affected  that  he  capitulated.  The 


Rough  ride 
for  backs 

SLEEPING  policemen,  the 
ridges  installed  across  roads 
to  slow  down  urban  traffic, 
inevitably  produce  a  rough 
ride  for  anyone  travelling  in  a 
vehicle. 

But  now  Talk  Back,  the 
magazine  of  the  National  Bade 
Pain  Association,  has  some 
advice  about  how  drivers  may 
reduce  this  jolting  in  order  to 
help  passengers  with  spinal 
diseases.  Crossing  the  bumps 
can  cause  these  people  appre¬ 
ciable  pain,  which  may  persist 
for  hours  after  the  journey  has 
ended. 

In  the  article.  Dr  A.K. 
Clarke  writes  that  this  jolting 
can  be  lessened  if  drivers 
change  their  technique  when 
approaching  the  sleeping  po¬ 
liceman.  Most  people  brake 
just  before  the  bump,  pass 
slowly  over  it  then  accelerate. 
Braking  in  this  way  has  the 
effect  of  bringing  the  front  of 
the  vehicle  down,  thereby 
increasing  the  effect  of  the  jdt 
on  those  inside  the  car. 

Dr  Clarke  suggests  that  the 
correct  way  is  to  brake  some 
distance  from  the  sleeping 
policeman  and  then  to  acceler¬ 
ate  just  as  the  car  starts  to  go 
over  the  bump.  Accelerating  at 
this  time  lifts  the  front  of  the 
car.  reduces  the  jolt,  and 
thereby  eases  the  pressure  on 
the  spine. 


surgeon  looked  down  his  throat  and 
saw  an  unpleasant-looking  tumour 
In  the  larynx,  but  the  vocal  cords 
were  working  well 

The  tumour,  which  had  presum¬ 
ably  been  growing  since  his  hoarse¬ 
ness  began,  was  removed  and 
examined  by  a  pathologist  Fortu¬ 
nately,  it  was  not  as  unpleasant  as  it 
looked  and  was  a  benign  fibroma. 

However,  the  cords,  which  looked 
to  be  suffering  from  no  more  than 
chronic  irritation  resulting  from 
being  perpetually  bathed  in  dgar 
smoke;  showed  widespread  pre-ma- 
lignant  changes. 

The  most  important  treatment  is  to 
stop  smoking,  in  which  case  there  is  a 
chance  that  the  cells  of  the  cords  will 
return  to  normal  Such  is  my  broth¬ 
er's  addiction  to  cigars  that  he 
cannot,  and  has  only  managed  to 
reduce  his  intake  to  eight  or  ten  a 
day. 

The  carcinogenic  effect  of  tobacco 
smoke  on  the  larynx  is  often  in¬ 


creased  by  drinking.  Alcohol  and 
tobacco  can  be  a  lethal  combination, 
when  drinking  by  itself  may  not  be 
detrimental  This,  however,  is  not  my 
brother's  problem.  He  is  such  a  slight 
soda!  drinker  that  it  is  sometimes 
necessary  to  blow  the  dust  from  his 
sherry  bottle. 


Nicorette  inhalers  may  work 
in  cases  where  nicotine 
patches,  chewing  gum  or 
nasal  spray  have  failed,  as  they 
-  provide  many  of  the  ritualistic  fea¬ 
tures  of  smoking,  the  loss  of  which 
contributes  to  the  difficulty  that 
people  find  in  giving  up. 

Ex-smokers  miss  opening  the . 
packet,  the  hand  to  mouth  move¬ 
ments  many  hundreds  of  times  a  day, 
and  the  soothing  dummy  effect  of  a  - 
cigarette  between  the  lips.  The 
Nicorette  inhaler,  which  retains 
these  rituals,  looks  like  a  white 
dgarette  bolder. 

A  cartridge  containing  nicotine  fits 


into  it  and  as  the  smoker  draws  on 
the  mouthpiece  it  delivers  info  the 
mouth  about  a  third  of  the  amount  of 
nicotine  normally  found  in  a  cigar¬ 
ette.  Each  time  a  smoker  craves  a 
dgarette  he  .  takes  a  pull  on  the 
holder,  and  the  craving  is  relieved. 
People  using  the  inhaler  should  not 
use  more  than  ‘12  cartridges  a  day 
and  after  eight  weeks  ir  is  hoped  that 
the  craving,  and  the  smoking  rou¬ 
tine.  would  have  gone,  without  any 
withdrawal  symptoms. 

Over  the  next  two  weeks  the 
cartridge  intake  is  halved,  and  then 
tailed  off  completely  during  the 
following  fortnight. 

Only  5  percent  of  those people  who 
are  strongly  addicted  to  tobacco  are 
able  to  give  up  and  depend  on 
willpower  alone.  The  Nicorette  inhal¬ 
er  doubles  this  figure  and  is  particu¬ 
larly  useful  for  those  who  like  the 
ritual  of  smoking  and  who  have  been 
smoking  fewer  than  20  cigarettes  a 
day. 


Scanners  keep 
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DORSET  boasts  a  new. county 
hospital  in  Dorchester,  which 
serves  north  and  west  Dorset. 
But  unfortunately  it  does  not 
have  an  MR!  scanner.  When 
brains  and  spinal  cords  have 
to  be  visualised,  abdomens 
checked  for  malignant  glands, 
sinuses  inspected,  and  joints 
examined  without  surgery, 
patients  have  to  take  a  100- 
mile  round  trip.  But  Dorset 
people  are  not  dismayed  by 
the  absence  of  a  scanner. 
Instead  they  have  accepted  the 
challenge  and  are  raising 
funds  to  pay  for  one. 

The  MRJ  scanner  has  made 
such  a  difference  to  medidne 
that  ir  is  hard  to  remember  — 
and  perhaps  better  forgotten 
—  how  inaccurate  many  diag- 
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Fat  and  Alzheimer’s 

ARE  the  Two  Fat  Ladies  with  their  delicious  menus  going  to 
reduce  us  to  dementia  in  old  age?  Their  diet  may  have  done 
their  own  grey  cells  little  harm,  but  it  seems  that  high  blood 
cholesterol  may  be  a  factor  in  Alzheimer’s  disease.  As  alcohol 
reduces  the  likelihood  of  Alzheimer’s,  perhaps  the  wine  they 
drink  compensates  for  the  high  for  content 
Although  there  is  a  strong  genetic  link,  environmental  factors 
also  seem  to  be  of  importance.  Professor  Brian  Austen,  of  St 
George's  Hospital  London,  has  demonstrated  that  a  raised  Wood 
cholesterol  may  be  a  factor  in  the  cause  of  some  rap**  of 
Alzheimer's.  “By  adopting  lifestyles  known  to  lead  to  a  lowering  of 
blood  cholesterol  such  as  regular  exercise,  an  appropriate  diet  and 
by  following  outdoor  pursuits,  it  is  possible  that  we  may  be  able  to 
protect  ourselves  against  the  disease he  says. 


Agreed  overdraft  for 

balances  up  to  £10,000  10.00%  104%  1055%  io.7% 


Mortgage 


THINK  FOR 
YOURSELF 

Freedom  requires  a  wjjlim*ness 
to  nV»  control  of  your  life. 
That's  what  Scientology  is  ait 
about.  Knowing  yoursdt 
Realising  your  potentials. 
Believing  in  yourself 


Afl  bar  amoiris 


7J95%pjl 


8_20%p_a. 


f  Head  > 

toiiouKy 

THE  HAfDAMOnAlS  Of  THOUShTT 

BLMiilnAdi 

0500  179  525 

C<t»hNlM«tii«4ahB4 


Equity  Release  Loan 


<D  If  a  mortgage  is  bald  whh  Rrst  Direct  or  no  other 
1m  on  your  propel 


HM  Afl  loan  amounts  .  riklp*  .  820%pa. 
ifamoftga^iahekiwhtch'anrtwitnF^Diract  ’ 

AU  loan  amounts  9.95%p.a.  EUSOWp*. 

HSBC  4»  Group 


ft* 


noses  were  before  it  became 
available. 

Scanners  continue  to  im- 
•  prove.  The  London  Clinic,  for 
instance,  has  recently  installed 
a  new  model  which  gives  50 
per  cent 'greater  strength.  As 
well  as  doing  routine  work,  it 
.  will  enable  doctors  to  obtain 
much  better  views  of  the  gall 
bladder  and  pancreas  as  well 
as  excellent  images  of  the 
breast  so  that  ductal  tumours 
may  be  detected. 

.  The  new  .scanner  is  no 
quieter  than  the  old  one  and 
probably  no  less  claustropho¬ 
bic,  but  it  should  be  remem¬ 
bered  that  most  patients  do 
not  find  the  hammering  noise 
frightening  and-  do  not  suffer 
from  claustrophobia. 
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‘We  can’t  go 
on  killing 
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The  end  of 
the  affair 

Should  you  return  the  diamonds  when 
romance  dies,  asks  Grace  Bradberry 


*  The  brutal  murder  of  an  Israeli  soldier  by  Hamas 
terrorists  led  his  mother  to  embark  on  a  mission 
of  peace.  Interview  by  Michael  Freetlland 


Nachshon  Wachs- 
man  was  19,  an 
Israeli  soldier  with 
the  kind  of  bright 
smile  that  made  people  like 
him.  when  he  went  home  for  a 
week’s  leave  in  1994.  On 
October  8,  the  Sabbath,  the 
army  rang,  telling  him  to 
attend  a  one-day  course  on 
operating  a  special  tank. 

"Ill  be  home  on  Sunday 
night,”  he  told  his  mother  as 
he  left  for  a  nonhem  army 
base.  Those  were  his  last 
words  to  her.  Nachshon  was 
kidnapped  by  Hamas  terror¬ 
ists  and  after  five  days  in 
which  he  was  paraded  on 
television  pleading  for  his  life, 
he  was  killed  as  Israeli  com- 
mAndos  attacked  the  house 
where  he  was  being  held 
“We  were  devastated.”  says 
Esther  Wachsman.  She  is  a 
composed  woman  and  at  first 
glance  does  not  seem  like  the 
typical  Jewish  mother,  full  of 
noisy  emotion  for  her  family. 
She  is.  of  course:  it  is  just  that 
she  separates  her  private  grief 
from  her  public  crusade.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  past  three  years  she 
has  travelled  the  world,  plead¬ 
ing  for  Arabs  and  Jews  to 
forge  a  new  understanding 
whidi.  she  hopes,  will  end  the 
brutality  that  led  to  the  mur¬ 
der  of  the  third  of  her  seven 
sons.  "We  cant  go  on  killing 
each  other,”  she  says. 

A  small,  warm  and  bespec¬ 
tacled  woman  of  49,  she  still 
has  a  distinct  New  York  accent 
{although  it  is  27  years  since 
she  lived  in  America).  She  does 
not  wear  make-up  and  always 


wears  a  hat.  She  looks  and 
sounds  like  a  thousand  other 
Orthodox  Jewish  women  who 
believe  they  most  hold  on  to 
land  no  matter  what  the  cost  in 
human  lives.  The  stark  differ¬ 
ence  in  her  perspective  ■ 
emerges  only  as  she  describes 
the  last  days  of  Nachshon’s  life 
and  explains  the  mission  that 

‘He  was 
killed  at 
the  very 
hour  the 
ultimatum 
expired’ 

is  taking  her  to  speaking 
engagements  with  Jewish  and 
non-Jewish  organisations. 

Nachshon  was  hitch-hiking 
when  a  group  of  bearded  men  ■ 
wearing  skullcaps  offered  him 
a  lift  Assuming  them  to  be 
Orthodox  Jews,  he  accepted. 
He  was  taken  to  a  secret 
destination  which,  his  family 
later  discovered,  was  just  ten 
minutes  away  from  their 
home  in  Ramot,  on  the  hills 
surrounding  Jerusalem. 

“My  sons  never  come  home 
without  calling  their  mother.” 
says  Mrs  -Wachsman.  “We 

knew  that  if  he  did  not  call,  he 
could  not  call  When  he  did  not 

arrive  on  Sunday'  night  we 
notified  the  army.  We  traced 


his  movements  to  the  last 
"place  where  he  was  seen.  On. 
Tuesday  afternoon.  Israel  tele¬ 
vision  came  to  our  home  with 
that  infamous  video.  I  felt, 
relief  that  my  son  was  alive;  I 
believed  we  would  save  him." 

There  were  many  reasons 
why  Nachshon  was  a  catch  for 
the  terrorists.  He  was  intense¬ 
ly  religious  yet  he  had  quali¬ 
fied  for  the  crack  Golani 
Brigade.  At  5ft  Sin  and  94 
stone,  he  was  the  smallest  and 
lightest  man  in  the  force,  a  fact 
that  would  have  disqualified 
him  had  he  not  shown  such 
exceptional  dedication  .  and 
aptitude.  - 

Hamas  issued  an  ultima¬ 
tum,  demanding  the  release  of 
its  spiritual  leader.  Sheikh 
Ahmed  Yassin  (freed  this  year 
by  the  Prime  Minister, 

•  Binyamin  Netanyahu).  Mrs 
Wachsman  appealed  to  the 
Government  of  the  then  Prime 
Minister  Yitzhak  Rabin,  to 
negotiate  with  the  captors.  He 
refused.  She  appealed  to  the 
US  Government,  and  Warren 
Christopher,  then  Secretaiy  of 
State,  contacted  Yassir  Arafat, 
who  promised  the  Wachs- 
mans  that  if  Nachshonwas  in 
Gaza,  he  would  find  Him  and 
return  him"  safely.  The 
Wadismans  felt  optimistic. 

But  be  was  not  in 
Gaza-On  October  14 
Israeli  commandos 
raided  the  house 
where  their  intelligence  had 
revealed  he  was  being  held. 
“Nachshon  and  the  command¬ 
er  of  the  rescue  team  —  just  a 
few  months  older  than  him  — 

'  were  killed  at  the  very  hour  of 
the  ultimatum’s  expiry,”  says 
his  mother.  . 

This  week  saw  the  official 
opening  of  the  Nachshon 
Wachsman  Centre  for  Toler¬ 
ance  and '  Understanding,  a 
..college  she  has  set  up  in 
Jerusalem  to  hold  lectures  for 
people  on  both  sides  of  the 
conflict.  The  inaugural  cere¬ 
mony  was  attended  by  _  Mr 
Netanyahu  and  the  opposition 
leader,  Ehud  Barak.  Mrs 
Wachsman  has  already 
organised  forums  between 
1  Jews,  Christians  and  Muslims 
designed  to  teach  them  about 
each  other’s  way  of  life. 

”My  son  was  always  the 
*  peacemaker,  in  the  family  and 
the  army,"  says  his  mother. 
>•"  "He  couldn’t  bear  arguments. 

He  felt  the  same  about  the 
.  fight  between  Israel  and  the 
Arabs.  This  centre  should  be 


Esther  Wachsman:  “My  son  was  a  peacemaker,  in  the  family  and  the  army 


The  wit  Cyril  Connolly  1 
was  quite  right  when  < 
he  remarked:  "A  lot  of  l 
pain  and  nuisance  might  be  < 
avoided  if  the  rich  would  only  I 
appreciate  the  point  where  t 
low  becomes  money."  i 

John  Lattanzio.  49.  a  Wall  < 
Street  trader  and  multimil¬ 
lionaire.  is  counting  the  cost  of 
failing  to  make  that  distinc¬ 
tion.  Having  loved  and  lost 
not  only  1  nes  Misan.  a  twenty- 
something  Latvian  model  but 
also  the  $500,000  of  jewellery 
he  gave  her.  he  has  now  gone 
to  law  in  an  attempt  to  heat  if 
not  the  emotional,  then  the 
financial  wounds. 

His  case  is  that  Miss  Misan 
had  promised  to  many  him. 
"and  these  are  therefore  en¬ 
gagement  presents.  She  in¬ 
sists  that  there 
was  no  such  deal. 

Diamonds  are  A 

forever,  parricu-  & 

larly  when  they  A 

come  from  Car-  % 

tier  (a  $147,220  f  ^ 
necklace),  from  ' 

Harry  Winston  (a  /  f  wfc 

$289,275  plati-  /  / 
num  ring),  and  /  f 
Van  Cleef  & 

Ajpels  (a  $20,026 
ring).  Miss 
Misan  has  expressed  horror 
and  repugnance.  A  graduate 
of  the  Zsa  Zsa  Gabor  school  of 
dating  —  “I  never  hated  a  man 
enough  to  give  him  diamonds 
back"  —  Miss  Misan  said: 
"This  is  an  insult  for  him  to 
ask  me  for  the  jewellery  back. 
It's  like  giving  a  child  a  candy 
and  ripping  it  out  of  his 
mouth  once  he's  sucking  it . . . 

I  get  attached  to  gifts,  especial¬ 
ly  diamonds.  I'm  a  beautiful 
woman.” 

Her  attachment  to  Mr 
Lattanzio  proved  weaker,  and 
there  must  be  material  girls 
everywhere  who  sympathise 
with  her  predicament.  The 
silver  screen  of  one's  romantic 
imagination  can  become  bru¬ 
tally  split.  On  one  side  a 
Disney  world  of  diamonds, 
cars  and  Manolo  Blahnik 
shoes,  on  the  other  a  film  noir 
feature  in  which  Balding  Bar¬ 
ry  expects  quality  time  in 
return.  If  only  one  could  torn 
off  the  second  projector  and 
enjoy  the  main  movie  without 
distraction. 

True,  there  are  few  men 
who  could  match  the  generos¬ 
ity  of  Mr  Lattanzio.  The  De 


Beers  slogan  —  How  else  can 
a  month's  salary  last  a  life¬ 
time?  —  does  not  apply  in  this 
case.  A  month  of  Mr 
Lattanzio's  salary  could  quite 
easily  last  a  lifetime  converted 
into  nothing  more  than  Post 
Office  Savings  Certificates. 

Nevertheless,  this  is  a  tale  of 
relevance  to  us  all.  Must  the 
dispatch  of  a  boyfriend  mean 
the  tearful  exchange  of  Gucd 
dress  for  Black  &  Decker 
Workmate,  of  cashmere 
sweater  For  a  boxed  set  of 
Terry  Pratchett  novels?  Is 
there  a  let-out  clause  for 
perishables?  And  what  about 
such  “non-retomables”  as  La 
Peria  knickers? 

Where  gifts  of  roughly 
equal  value  have  been  ex¬ 
changed,  there  need,  of 
course,  be  no  di- 
.  lemma.  A  Tiffany 

*  y  I  'M  diamond  solitaire 

/Juf  necklace  ex- 

t  changed  for  an 

•5^.  '•W  Aramis  umbrella 

gives  more  pause 
J  r~l\]  for  thought, 

however. 

Thankfully 

y  there  is  no  need  to 

8/  agonise,  accord- 

ing  to  John  Mor¬ 
gan,  author  of 
Debretfs  New  Guide  to  Eti¬ 
quette  and  Modem  Man¬ 
ners.  “On  the  whole  in  life,  we 
can’t  give  things  and  then  take 
them  away."  he  says.  “It’s 
good  manners  for  a  woman  to 
return  the  engagement  ring  if 
her  marriage  is  called  off 
because  it’s  a  symbolic 
present  But  if  a  woman 
divorces  she  keeps  the  ring  — 
unless  irs  a  family  heirloom. 
In  general  gifts  are  the  wom¬ 
an’s  to  keep.” 


By  these  rules.  Mr  Lat¬ 
tanzio  can  only  reason¬ 
ably  expect  to  recoup 
tiie  engagement  ring  (if  that's 
what  it  was)  and  then  only  at 
Miss  Misan's  discretion 
(should  she  have  any). 

While  Miss  Misan  may  at 
first  appear  the  vulgarian  of 
the  tale,  it  is  in  fact  the  ageing 
trader  who  has  committed  the 
faux  pas.  “The  thing  about 
this  man  is  he  lives  in  a  world 
where  wily  money  talks,"  says 
Mr  Morgan.  “In  relationships 
it’s  quite  wrong  to  say  that 
everybody  has  their  price. 
He’s  given  her  the  presents 
and  they  are  hers." 
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'' Ha,iborange  has  always  tasted  great  _  '  _ 

Now  each  high  **"3*  »bkt  makes  3  "TT 

squeezed  ora|®^V  fit  and  replace  the  Vitami"  C 
Helping  you  to  stay  m  K 

lost  through  colds  and  flu.  .  - 

In  either  ruby  orange  or  lemon,  yooll 

equally  delicious.  Enjoy- 
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t  Nachshon  held  by  Hamas 


his  legacy.  It  is  important  to 
try  to  educate  people  in  peace- 
if  not  in  love  and  friendship." 

In  this  spirit  Nachshon’s 
father,  Yehuda,  met  Sheikh 
Yassin  Bader,  father  of  the 
man  who  killed  Nachshon. 
They  issued  a  joint  statement 
saying  that  the  death  penalty 
should  be  enforced  for  mur¬ 
ders  by  terrorists- 
“My  husband  thought  he 
had  found  a  Palestinian  part¬ 
ner  and  that  Palestinian  jrouth 
could  become  involved  m 
working  for  P»a- Jhai  Ha- 
mas  said  it  would  kill  Sheikh 
Bader  and  it  all  came  to  an 

end.  ,  .. 

“I  would  love  to  live  in  a 

better  world,  i  feel  much  more 
than  bitterness  to  the  animals 

who  kidnapped  my  son  ” 

She  looks  exhausted,  in 
addition  to  her  ceaseless  quest 
to  keep  the  public  memory  ol 
her  son  alive,  she  is  mother  to 
a  large  family-  Does  she 
treasure  her  remaining  six 
cons  all  the  more?  "Oh  no,” 
she  says.  “We  have  a  veiy 
normal  love  for  them. 

“Nachshon  had  not  yet 
worked  out  his  life.  He  was  a 
good  student  a  popular  boy. 
Everybody  loved  hun  for  his 
good  nature,  his  eternal  smile, 
his  compassionate  person¬ 
ality.  His  whole  future  was 
.  ahead  of  him.  He  could  have 
done  and  been  anything.  - in¬ 
stead  we  have  a' tombstone  an 
Mount  Herd.” 
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Free  Charles  Worthington 
Big  Big  Hair  Lift-Off  Uitrafine 
Hairspray  400ml  worth  £4.75 

when  you  buy  o  different  product  from  the 
Charles  Worthington  Big  Hair  or  Results  ranges, 
(offer  excludes  electrical,  accessories  and 
hairspray  75ml) 
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THE  TIMES 


THURSDAY  DECEMBER 


IS  1997 


Let  charity 
begin  with 
charities 

Frank  Prochaska  on  the  vital 
role  of  the  voluntary  sector 


In  an  article  on  this  page 
last  week.  Matthew  Parris 
depicted  charities  as  “a 
state  within  the  State",  so 
raising  an  issue  that  goes  to 
the  heart  of  our  social  democ¬ 
racy.  He  suggests  that  by 
claiming  tax  exemptions,  char¬ 
ities  are  deriving  the  Treasury 
—  “rhe  greatest  charity  of  all" 
—  money  essential  to  the 
maintenance  of  the  welfare 
state.  Shall  we  assume  that  he 
will  lead  the  way  this  Christ¬ 
mas  by  making  a  voluntary 
donation  to  the  inland  Reve¬ 
nue? 

There  is  nor  much  doubt 
that  the  law  on  charities  is  a 
“conceptual  and  administra¬ 
tive  mess".  And  it  is  also  true 
that  many  of  them  have  lost 
touch  with  traditions  of  per¬ 
sonal  service  and  volunteer¬ 
ing.  But  denying  tax 
exemptions  to  all  charitable 
institutions  would  mean  that 
many  would  close,  and  others 
would  never  emerge. 

Where  is  rhe  advantage  in 
this  to  the  Treasury?  Remov¬ 
ing  charitable  status  mighr 
produce  modest  gains  in  gov¬ 
ernment  revenue,  but  at  the 
expense  of  pluralism  and 
choice  in  social  provision.  And 
who  is  to  say  chat  civil  servan  is 
would  use  the  savings  more 
efficiently?  The  Government 
itself,  now  the  largest  single 
contributor  to  charity,  now 
accepts  that  voluntary  institu¬ 
tions  can  be  more  efficient 
than  state  bureaucracies. 

The  issue  is  not  that  the 
voluntary  sector  has  become  a 
state  within  the  State,  but  thar 
so  many  charities  have  be¬ 
come  agencies  of  the  State. 
Voluntary  activity  may  be 
defined  as  the  antithesis  of 
collective  or  statutory  author¬ 
ity.  Its  independence  is  its 
lifeblood.  With  so  much  of 
their  money  coming  from 
government  sources,  many 
charities  today  lack  genuine 
freedom  of  action.  Many  oth¬ 
ers.  of  course,  receive  nothing 
from  the  State  and  pursue 
issues  of  little  interest  to 
politicians.  Indeed,  they  are  so 
varied  that  they  can  hardly  be 
called  a  coherent  sector  at  all. 
To  all  but  ridy-minded  collec¬ 
tivists.  this  creative  chaos  is 
one  of  the  nation’s  great 
strengths.  Those  who  call  for  a 
redefinition  of  charitable  pur¬ 
poses,  or  the  removal  of  tax 
exemptions,  should  keep  this 
in  mind.  The  elimination  of 
charitable  status  would  be  a 
further  stage  in  the  perfection 
of  the  state  monolith. 

Charity  makes  its  greatest 
contribution  to  national 
wellbeing  by  its  very  diversity 
and  rivalry,  by  its  love  of  the 
ad  hoc  remedy  and  its  seem¬ 
ingly  inefficient  muddle.  It  is 
invaluable  not  simply  because 
it  provides  goods  or  services 
but  because  if  offers  an  altruis¬ 
tic,  n on-compulsory  alterna¬ 
tive  to  the  Slate's  materialistic 
conception  of  public  need.  It  is 
a  delusion  to  expect  altruism 
to  come  from  a  Treasury- 
driven  Government  Ask  to¬ 
day's  single  parents. 

To  the  Victorians,  the  idea 
that  individuals  could  simply 
sit  back,  pay  their  taxes  and 
leave  the  removal  of  social 
inequalities  to  government 
officials  was  anathema.  They 
believed  that  the  resulting 
bureaucracy  could  not  satisfy 
local  needs  and  aspirations. 
Moreover,  the  intermediary 
instinitions  of  civil  society 
acted  as  a  safeguard  against 


Given  the  blurring  of 
boundaries  between 
the  State  and  volun¬ 
tary  institutions,  the  most 
pressing  issue  is  one  identified 
last  year  by  the  Commission 
on  the  Future  of  the  Voluntary 
Sector  “What  activities  still 
properly  belong  within  the 
public  sector  and  should  not 
be  performed  elsewhere?”  It  is 
an  issue  that  Tony  Blair  has 
already  addressed.  Having 
cast  aside  Labour's  collectivist 
dogma,  he  declared  in  1994 
that  the  voluntary  sector  was 
"not  an  optional  extra  but  a 
vital  part  of  our  economy". 
More  recently.  Peter 
Mandelson  called  for  a  com¬ 
pact  between  Government  and 
charities  and  emphasised  that 
Labour  saw  itself  as  "an 
enabler  of  welfare  rather  than 
a  prorider". 

Where  this  leaves  the  mov¬ 
ing  frontier  of  soda]  provision 
is  unclear.  But  it  seems  unlike¬ 
ly  that  tax  exemptions  for 
charitable  bodies  will  be  with¬ 
drawn.  Who  in  new  Labour 
believes  that  the  Treasury  is 
"rhe  greatest  charity  of  all"? 

The  author  is  a  Visiting 
Fellow,  All  Souls  College, 
Oxford,  and  the  author  of  The 
Voluntary  Impulse  (I9S8J. 


overbearing  officialdom.  And 
they  could  achieve  their  pur¬ 
poses  without  being  enmesited 
in  politics. 

After  the  Second  World 
War.  citizens  became  predomi¬ 
nantly  consumers  of  govern¬ 
ment,  rather  than  participants 
in  it  To  put  it  another  way, 
indirect  representative  de¬ 
mocracy.  expressed  through 
Cabinet  government,  reigned 
supreme  in  social  policy  over 
the  spontaneous  pluralism  of 
local,  civic  instinitions.  The 
welfare  state  dwarfed  the 
funds  available  to  charities, 
brought  universal  benefits 
and  tackled  social  problems  in 
a  comprehensive  way.  As  a 
result  of  the  State's  predomi¬ 
nance,  voluntary'  institutions 
settled  into  a  decent  anonym¬ 
ity  and  accepted  their  reduced 
status.  Many  of  them  disap¬ 
peared  or.  tellingly,  became 
adjuncts  of  slate  departments. 

This  national  consensus  on 
welfare,  which  grew  out  of  the 
particular  character  of  the 
wartime  experience,  has  now 
largely  collapsed.  Charities 
have  helped  to  fill  the  gaps. 
Meanwhile  state  agencies, 
such  as  NHS  hospitals,  have 
taken  on  qua  si-charitable  sta¬ 
tus.  Given  the  spiralling  costs 
of  provision.  Britain  has 
reached  a  curious  stage  in  the 
evolution  of  social  policy, 
where  the  Government  wants 
more  from  charitable  institu¬ 
tions.  while  charities  want 
more  from  the  Government 

In  this  ambiguous  welfare- 
world.  it  has  become  neces¬ 
sary  to  use  the  word 
"independent’  before  the  name 
of  a  non-governmental  chari¬ 
ty*.  for  it  is  no  longer  obvious 
thar  a  charitable  institution  is 
not  a  government  body.  To 
believe  that  there  are  two 
distinct  sectors,  the  state  sector 
paid  for  by  taxation,  and  the 
voluntary  sector,  financed  by  a 
variety'  of  means,  is  rather 
fanciful.  The  two  sectors  have 
become  entangled.  Today, 
charitable  donations  to  NHS 
hospitals  such  as  Great 
Ormond  Street  are  providing 
services  which  may  be  seen  as 
the  responsibility  of  the  State. 
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.Mark, mjiootsteps ,  goodtaypage,  Tread  tbouin  them  boldly ; 
Thou  jshalt  find  the  winter’s  rage  Breeze  thy  blood  legs  coldly.  * 


Marianne  in  trousers 


The  second  edition  of  the 
Oxford  Dictionary  of  Quo¬ 
tations  w as  first  published 
in  1953;  it  is  probably  still  the 
best  The  editors  included  very  few 
quotations  from  the  leading  Nazis, 
but  were  unable  to  resist  Goe ring’s 
two  most  characteristic  jokes:  “Guns 
will  make  us  powerful;  'butter  will 
only  make  us  fat,"  and;  “When  I  hear 
anyone  talk  of  Culture,  I  reach  for  my 
revolver."  The  first  was  indeed  Gee- 
ring's  own  joke,  which  he  made  in  a 
radio  broadcast  in  the  summer  of 
1936.  However,  a  corrigendum  in  the 
revised  1959  edition  of  the  dictionary 
traces  the  other  epigram  to  an  earlier 
source. 

“Wenn  ich  Kultur  hore . . . 
entsichere  ich  meinen  Browning 
turns  out  to  be  a  line  from  Schlageter, 
(he  1934  play  by  the  Nazi  dramatist 
Hanns  Johst  It  is,  appropriately 
enough,  spoken  by  a  storm  trooper. 
Undoubtedly  the  original  is  the  better 
form:  “Browning”  has  greater  preci¬ 
sion  than  “revolver"  and  perhaps 
makes  an  ironic  reference  to  Robert 
Browning,  the  English  poet  which 
might  even  have  been  intended  by 
Johst  though  it  would  have  meant 
tittle  to  Goe  ring.  “ Entsichere "  is  also 
a  good  word;  it  means  “release  the 
safety  catch"  and  it's  certainly  sharp¬ 
er  than  “reach".  Nevertheless  the 
epigram  suits  Goering’s  personality; 
it  does  not  however  apply  to  the  Nazi 
Party,  for  there  never  was  a  party 
which  did  more  to  exploit  culture  as 
the  route  to  power. 

Adolf  Hitler  was  not  the  first  to 
discover  the  use  of  cultural  propagan¬ 
da  in  politics.  That  goes  back  to  the 
earliest  human  societies,  to  the  pre¬ 
history  of  Egypt  and  China,  to  the 
Roman  Empire,  and  particularly  to 
Augustus  and  Nero.  Indeed  Nero’s 
last  words.  "Qualls  artifex  pereo", 
"what  an  artist  dies"  could  well  have 
been  Hitler’s.  For  Hitler  the  political 
battle  was  more  cultural  than  prag¬ 
matic.  He  did  not  seek  to  convince  the 
German  electorate  by  rational  argu¬ 
ment;  there  are  very  few  statistics  in 
his  speeches;  he  asked  them  to 
identify  emotionally  with  his  concept 
of  German  historic  greatness,  and  to 
regard  the  Jewish  and  Bolshevik 
cultures  as  enemies. 

Germany  itself  is  united  by  lan¬ 
guage  but  has  always  been  divided 
by  culture.  Northwest  Germany,  the 
Hamburg  region,  has  connections 
with  Britain  to  the  west  The . 
Netherlands  to  the  south  and  Scandi¬ 
navia  to  the  north.  The  people  are 
Protestant,  liberal  and  rather  serious- 


In  an  expanded  Europe  of  historic 
cultural  groupings,  France  is  in  a  unique 
position  to  assert  her  dominance 


minded,  in  many  ways  among  the 
best  people  on  earth. 

The  contrast  between  northwest 
Germany  and  Bavaria  is  between  the 
Nordic  and  Protestant  and  die  Catho¬ 
lic  and  Central  European.  It  was  an 
historical  accident  that  Bavaria  did 
not  come  to  be  part  of  a  south  central 
European  state  with  Vienna  and 
Munich  as  twin  capital  cities.  Prussia 
and  Bismarck  were  not  preordained 
to  win  the  war  of  1866  in  which  they 
defeated  Bavaria  and  Austria.  After 
1870,  when  his  victory  over  France 
allowed  him  to  complete  the  unifica¬ 
tion  of  Germany,  Bismarck  began 

the  Kulturkampf,  to  _ 

maintain  the  domi- 
nanoe  of  Prussia,  TT/7Z1 

Protestantism  and  li/  #/i 

the  imperial  monar-  __Tr 

chy.  If  you  look  up  IJ  /j/)r 

Germany  in  Whit- 
taker’s  Almanac  for 
1900,  you  find  it  — 

listed  as  “the  Prus¬ 
sian  Empire".  That  is,  indeed,  what 
Bismarck’s  Germany  was. 

In  1997  British  politics  has  become 
predominantly  cultural,  rather  than 
pragmatic.  The  May  election  was  as 
much  an  aesthetic  as  a  political 
rejection  of  the  Conservatives.  The 
Major  Government  left  behind  the 
most  favourable  economic  conditions 
that  have  greeted  any  incoming 
Government  since  the  war;  if  elec¬ 
tions  were  simply  concerned  with  the 
pocket  book,  John  Major  might  still 
be  in  Downing  Street  New  Labour 
struck  the  mood  of  the  time.  Tony 
Blair  spent  his  leisure  ar  Oxford  as 
the  lead  singer  of  a  pop  group; 
aspiring  Conservatives,  including 
both  Kenneth  Clarke  and  William 
Hague,  were  more  likely  to  have 
spent  their  university  days  arguing 
their  way  to  the  presidency  of  the 
Union.  The  election  of  1997  was  more 
tike  a  gig  than  a  debate.  Youth, 
modernity.  Informality  were  the 
themes  which  won  the  greatest 
election  victory  in  90  years. 

The  death  of  Diana,  Princess  of 
Wales,  was  followed  by  a  unique 
explosion  of  national  grief,  some¬ 
thing  no  one  would  have  foreseen, 
which  even  now  is  hard  to  remember 


in  its  full  intensity.  She  represented 
some  of  the  same  themes  as  the  Blair 
election  victory,  the  freshness,  the 
desire  to  modernise  old  institutions, 
the  frustration  the  young  feel  against 
the  old  guard.  Her  life  was  also 
perceived  as  much  more  compassion¬ 
ate  than  new  Labour  itself. 

Tony  Blair’s  cultural  image  does 
not  appeal  only  to  people  in  Britain, 
where  he  remains  extremely  popular 
though  his  Government  has  had 
some  bad  weeks.  In  this  week's 
opinion  poll  in  Le  Monde  82  per  cent 
of  French  people  say  that  they  take  a 
“good"  or  “fairly  good"  view  of  Tony 

_ _  Blair,  whereas  only 

11  per  cent  of  the 
•  British  take  a  simi- 

[/////  lar  view  of  Lionel 

iff*  Jospin.  I  doubt  if 

1  /l/\fTfT  this  is  an  example  of 

VUtJjLjL  British  chauvinism. 

OO  Jospin  is  the  French 

■  —  equivalent  of  old 

Labour,  and  in  both 
countries  old-fashioned  socialism 
looks  obsolete. 

There  are  six  big  European  coun¬ 
tries  in  the  European  Union  we  are 
trying  to  put  together:  Germany, 
France,  Britain,  Italy,  Spain  and 
eventually  Poland.  In  terms  of  geog¬ 
raphy,  France,  Italy  and  Spain  are 
Mediterranean  countries,  whereas 

Germany,  Britain  and  Poland  are 
Atlantic,  North  Sea  or  Baltic.  In 
terms  of  religion.  France,  Italy, 
Spain,  Poland  and  south  Germany 
are  all  Roman  Catholic;  Britain  and 
north  Germany  are  Protestant.  In 
terms  of  recent  history,  Germany 
was  defeated  in  1918  and  1945,  France 
in  1940,  Italy  withdrew  from  the 
Second  World  War,  Spain  experi¬ 
enced  the  catastrophe  of  the  civil  war, 
Poland  was  occupied  by  Germany  in 
1939  and  by  the  Soviet  Union  after 
1945.  Britain  was  victorious  in  1918 
and  1945,  both  times  depending  on 
the  United  States,  but  since  1945 
Britain  has  dissolved  tire  greatest  of 
the  modem  world  empires. 

Britain  and  France  have  great 
cultural  self-confidence.  In  the  Le 
Monde  poll,  70  per  cent  of  the  British 
admired  the  French  quality  of  savoir 
vivre.  Britain  has  a  unique  literature. 


thanks  to  Shakespeare;  take  him 
away  and  the  corpus  of  English 
literature  would  still  be  dosely  com¬ 
parable  to  the  French.  Germany  has 
Goethe,  the  philosophers  and  music; 
Italy  has  Rome  and  the  Renaissance. 
European  culture  has  this  great 
historic  wealth,  but  the  individual 
national  cultures  remain  very  differ¬ 
ent.  Britain  is  significantly  different 
from  the  continental  nations  in  our 
closeness  to  the  United  States,  tire 
length  of  our  democratic  tradition 
and  the  strength  of  our. individual¬ 
ism.  Britain  and  Ireland  are  pulled 
towards  American  culture  by  the 
English  language;  French,  Italian 
and  Spanish  are  all  Latin-based 
languages. 

If  one  looks  at  Europe’s  postwar 
history  from  a  narrowly  economic 
and  political  point  of  view,  one  may 
be  surprised  by  tire  way  the  French 
have  so  often  determined  policy. 
German  war  guilt,  and  the  memory 
of  the  Holocaust,  have  certainly' 
made  the  Germans  reluctant  to 
flaunt  their  industrial  power,  but  that 
is  waning  with  the  new  generation. 
When  one  looks  at  the  cultural 
balance,  France’s  strength  becomes 
less  surprising.  In  population,  the  15 
EU  countries  divide  into  four  groups. 

The  Latin,  Roman  Catholic  or 
Mediterranean  group  indudes 
France.  Italy.  Spain,  Greece  and 
Portugal,  with  a  combined  popula¬ 
tion  of  175  million.  The  German- 
speaking  group  consists  of  Germany, 
Austria  and  Luxembourg  and  less 
dosely  of  The  Netherlands  and  part 
of  Belgium;  their  combined  popular 
tion  is  115  million-  The  English 
language  group  consists  of  the  Uni¬ 
ted  Kingdom  and  Ireland,  -with  a 
population  of  just  over  60  million. 
Sweden.  Denmark  and  Finland 
make  up  a  small  Scandinavian  group 
with  a  population  of  20  million. 

Inside  these  groups  there  are  big 
cultural  variations,  but  France  i 
is  tire  strongest  power  in  the 
largest  cultural  group.  The.  ad-  J 
dition  of  nearly  40  million  Catholic 
Poles,  historically  suspicious  of 
Germany,  can  only  strengthen 
French  leadership.  Germany  has 
neither  sought  nor  received  a  British 
alliance  to  balance  the  Nordic  against 
the  Latin  group.  There  is  a  Kultur¬ 
kampf  inside  the  European  Union, 
and  France  is  the  best-placed  nation.  ■ 
The  Franro<jterman  alliance  is  a. 
marriage  in  which  Marianne  may 
lack  the  physical  strength,  but  still 
wears  the  cultural  trousers. 


Golden  silence 

WE  have  wondered  here  why  lan  Hargreaves,  the  garrulous  Editor  of  rhe 
New  Statesman  (proprietor:  Geoffrey  Robinson)  has  been  strangely 
muted  about  the  Robinson  affair.  Now  we  have  discovered  why.  The 
company  at  the  heart  of  the  hoohah.  Stenbell,  pays  Hargreaves's  salary. 
My  eye  is  drawn  to  a  payment  of  more  than  £500,000  recently  made  by 
the  New  Statesman  to  Stenbell.  which  made  complex  transactions  with  an 
offshore  trust  on  behalf  of  Robinson.  Hargreaves  offers  this  explanation: 
“Although  what  I  do  every  day. 
and  every  week.  Is  go  into  the 
Statesman's  offices.  1  am  technical¬ 
ly  employed  by  Stenbell.  So  the 
Statesman  has  to  pay  Them  for  the 
services  of  myself  and  my  staff." 

Big  money,  this,  for  an  editor  and 
staff  of  a  small  magazine.  Impres¬ 
sive  that  it  can  raise  the  cash.  Ithas 
came  a  long  way  since  its  founda¬ 
tion  in  1913  by  Sidney  and  Beatrice 
Webb  “to  make  the  thinking  per-  Hargreaves,  Robinson 
son  socialistic".  In  1958  its  board 

constituted  itself  a  "self-perpetuat-  done  little  to  enhance  the  reput¬ 
ing  trust”  as  the  best  way  “to  ation  of  foreign  cadets  at  Sand- 
ensure  that  the  ideals  and  policies  hum.  They  are  now  referred  to  by 
of  the  journal  shall  be  kept  free  their  British  peers  as  FLOPS: 
from  outside  interests'*.  foreign  lazy  overseas  plonkers. 

But  since  Robinson,  now  Pay-  — ■  ■ . 
master  General,  took  over  last  year 

it  has  lost  its  Red  fever  dreary  |  aq|/  CfTflf) 

Marxist  theories  of  ownership  ouur 

have  been  replaced  by  bracing  A  CASE  for  Poirot.  The  strange 

eulogies  on  company  profirs.  vanishing  of  David  Clark’s  career 

as  Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of  Lan- 
•  ALLEGEDLY  bribing  their  in-  caster  is  the  subject  of  a  double  in- 
structorsfor  better  pass  marks  has  vestigation  by  Robin  Mountfield. 


Leak  soup 

A  CASE  for  POiroL  The  strange 
vanishing  of  David  Clark’s  career 
as  Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of  Lan¬ 
caster  is  the  subject  of  a  double  in¬ 
vestigation  by  Robin  Mountfield. 


his  Permanent  Secretary  and  Leak- 
Buster  General.  So  exhaustive 
have  the  researches  become  that  he 
is  now  called  by  colleagues  after 
the  fictional  Belgian  detective. 

Mountfield  is  particularly  keen 
to  discover  how  Clark's  White 
Paper  on  freedom  of  information 
and  his  weakness  for  travelling 
first  class  were  leaked  —  one  on  the 
Today  programme,  the  other  in 
this  column.  Frankly,  1  think  Mr 
Clark  should  be  thankful  that  we 
spared  his  dignity  by  not  detailing 
the  difficulties  he  suffered  trying  to 
gain  access  to  the  VIP  lounge  at 
Heathrow  on  a  recent  trip. 

•  THOSE  fading  songbirds  the 
Spice  Girls  will  land  on  MBS' 
desks  today ,  thanks  to  the  House 
Magazine.  Its  Christmas  card  to 
Members  depicts  Westminster 
Spice:  Tony  Blair  as  Ginger,  Wil¬ 
liam  Hague  as  Baby  and  Paddy 


Ashdown  as  Sporty,  with  the  Lord 
Chancellor  as  Posh  and  Speaker 
Betty  Boothmyd  as,  er.  Scary  — 
complete  with  bare  midriff  and  a 
portcullis-shaped  jewel  in  her  na¬ 
vel.  Betty  will  love  it. 

My  word! 

AFTER  the  Lord  Chancellor  con¬ 
firmed  my  important  story  that  he 
has  an  official  Orange  Peeler, 
another  curiosity  about  the  Lord 
Irvine  of  Lairg  has  come  to  my  at¬ 
tention.  The  usually  media-shy 
Irvine  agreed  to  take  part  In  a  doc- 


“Here  he  comesr—  start 
sneezing" 


umentary  about  human  rights  for 
Radio  4"s  Analysis.  After  the  pro¬ 
gramme  was  broadcast,  the  BBC 
received  a  complaint  from  the  Lord 
Chancellor  that  Lord  Woolf.  Mas¬ 
ter  of  the  Rolls,  had  received  more 
air  time.  Irvine  discovered  the  out¬ 
rage  after  his  secretary  obtained  a 
transcript  of  the  show  and  counted 
the  words.  If  only  he  had  talked  in 
the  interview  about  his  wallpaper. 

•  ALASTA1R  CAMPBELL.  Man 
of  Power  (volume  27).  Ministers 
are  advised  to  seek  permission 
from  Tony  Blair’s  press  attache  be¬ 
fore  accepting  an  invitation  to  sup 
with  the  enemy  (Journalists). 
Naughty  ministers  have  resorted 
to  subterfuge  by  arranging  lunch 
through  their  constituent  offices. 
When  they  head  for  the  restau¬ 
rant.  they  leave  their  ministerial 
cars  behind  and  catch  the  bus,  en¬ 
suring  that  Whitehall's  best  intel¬ 
ligence  network  —  government 
chauffeurs  —  are  out  of  the  loop. 

Lot’s  strife 

SOTHEBY’S  is  having  a  bad  week. 
After  yesterday's  wrangle  about 
selling  smuggled  art.  I  can  now 
disclose  that  the  auction  house  has 
sold  a  box  of  documents  unaware 
that  it  contained  rare  corres¬ 
pondence  from  members  of  the 
Shelley  gang.  Lot  185  was 


From  local 
hero  to 
outcast 

Magnus  Linklater 
nn  the  tragedy  of 
Mohammed  Sarwar 

Mohammed  Sarwar  was  a 
great  catch  for  the  Labour 
Party.  He  was  Britain’s 
first  Muslim  MP-  a  self-made  mil¬ 
lionaire,  a  man  to  break  the  mould  a 
old  Labour  politics,  and  a  symbol  at 
racial  tolerance  for  the  new'  p arfy. 
The  National  Executive  backed  turn 
in  a  grim  fight  for  the  newly  created 
Govan  seat  against  one  of  its  own 
loyalists,  and  defended  him. against 
charges  of  vote-rigging  in  the  selec¬ 
tion  procedure.  His  political  contacts 
in  Pakistan  were  considered  an  asset, 
and  his  tong  stint  as  a  Glasgow 
councillor  gave  him  grassroots  credi¬ 
bility.  All  in  all.  he  seemed  the  ideal 
MP  for  new  Labour. 

But  what  looked  good  on  paper 
failed  to  measure  up  on  the  streets  of 
Glasgow,  and  Mr  Sarwar 's  arrest 
and  appearance  in  court  yesterday  on 
charges  of  electoral  fraud  brings  to 
an  end  a  strange  and  embarrassing 
episode  from  -  which  the  party 
emerges  with  its  image  badly  dam¬ 
aged.  It  now  regards  its  sometime 
favourite  son  as  a  pariah,  and  makes 
no  secret  of  its  wish  to  be  rid  of  him. 
Mr  Sarwar  will  face  intense  pressure 
to  resign  so  thar  Govan  can  find  a 
replacement  MP.  His  Labour  mem¬ 
bership  has  been  suspended  and  he 
has  been  deprived  of  the  right  to 
represent  the  party  ar  any  level. 
Rarely  can  a  fall  from  political  grace 
have  been  so  complete  and  so  brutal. 

■  But  if  the  party  believes  it:  can 
simply  wash  its  hands  of  this  affair,  it 
will  have  to  think  again.  Mr  Sarwar 
is  entitled  to  fad  more  than  aggrieved 
over  the  way  he  has  been  so 
brusquely  abandoned,  while  else¬ 
where  —  in  Paisley  and  on  Glasgow 
City  Council  —  allegations  of  vote- 
rigging  and  misconduct  go  unpun¬ 
ished  by  anything  more  than -an 
interminable  inquiry .  Two  other  MPs 
have  been  suspended  (one  since 
reinstated);  six  councillors  are  still 
being  investigated;  charges  that  pub¬ 
lic  funds  in  Paisley  have  been 
misappropriated  are  still  unresolved; 
the  party  executive  seems  incapable 
of  clearing  out  the  corrupting  ele¬ 
ments  that  continue  to  stifle  politics  in 
the  West  of  Scotland.  . 

The  vote-rigging  charges  against 
Mr  Sarwar  are  not  exactly  unfamil¬ 
iar  in  the  Glasgow  area.  Trade  union 
lists  have  regularly  been  used  to 
rustle  up  names  with  which  to  swing 
the  vote  behind  some  local  candidate; 
it  Is  just  one  of  the  charges  being  ' 
investigated  in  Paisley.  In  Mr 
Sarwart  case  the  allegations  involve 
a  Pakistani,  rather  than  a  trade 
union,  network.  Until  tile  evidence  is 
heard  at  his  trial  we  cannot  know  the 
truth,  but  he  is  at  least  entitled  to  ask 
why  the  party  has  failed  to  punish 
conduct  elsewhere  which  it  now 
finds,  in  his  case,  so  unacceptable. 

I  saw  a  certain  amount  of  Mr 
'  Sarwar  both  before  his  selection  and 
during  his  election  campaign.  He  is 
not  an  easy  man  —  prickly,  arrogant, 
intensely  ambitious.  There  is  no 
doubting  his  achievements  as  a 
businessman,  starting  out  selling 
eggs  from  door  to  door  and  ending 
with  a  chain  of  cash-and-carry  ware¬ 
houses  which  have  made  him  a 
wealthy  man.  Immensely  hard-work¬ 
ing  and  committed  to  the  Labour 
cause,  he  commands  loyalty  from  a 
tight-knit  group  of  Pakistani  support¬ 
ers.  as  well  as  business  associates 
whom  he  has  helped  on  the  way  up. 

But  despite  his  long  service  on  file 
council,  he  struck  me  as  lacking 
political  experience,  short-sighted 
about  his  tactics,  and  prone  to 
paranoia.  Some  of  his  party  aides 
seemed  to  verge  on  the  maverick.  His 
was  a  campaign  that  clearly  needed 
dare  monitoring  and  support  from 
party  headquarters. 

It  was  nor  as  if  they  were  ignorant 
about  the  problem.' Allegations  con¬ 
cerning  the  Govan  party  lists  had 
already  led  to  a  ferocious  row  at  the 
time  of  Mr  Sarwar’s  selection  as 
candidate,  with  the  National  Execu¬ 
tive  called  in  to  investigate  and 
adjudicate  Yet  the  party  continued  to 
speak  of  him  as  a  standard-bearer  for 
the  Muslim  community,  and  to 
predict  that  he  would  win  by  a 
handsome  majority.  In  the  event  his 
was  one  of  the  dosest  of  the  Glasgow 
votes,  with  the  SNP  candidate  com¬ 
ing  within  2,000  votes  of  victory. 


Almost  before  the  dust  had 
settled,  new  allegations  began 
to  circulate,  and  it  was  at  this 
point  that  tiie  party  began  to  distance 
itself  rapidly  from  this  problematic 
new  MP.  Whatever  is  eventually 
proved  against  him.  the  party  will 
have  to  answer  for  its  failure  to  detect 
and  deal  with  a  problem  it  knew 
existed  before  it  turned  into  a  crisis.  It 
is  not  only  Labour  that  has  been 
damaged.  The  Muslim  community, 
which  had  been  led  to  expect  so 
.  much,  feels  itself  humiliated. 

This  week  sees  the  publication  of 
the  Scotland  BUL  Running  through 
the  whole  debate  will  be  a  question 
that  is  increasingly  exercising  the 
country:  who  will  be  running  the  new 
Scotland?  Constant  reassurances  that 
“a  new  type  erf  MP"  will  emerge  to 
ensure  that  the  parliament  is  not 
takenorer  by  tfae old  party  hegemony 
are  beginning  to  sound  a  little  thin. 
There  is,  instead,  every  sign  that 
some  familiar  old  names  will  be 
moving  effortlessly  on  to  the  party 
lwts.  which  are  now  being  drawn  up. 
If  Labour  is  to  stop  this  happening,  it 
will  have  to. exercise  rather  more 
control  than  it  has  been  capable  of  in 
the  past 


Shelley  shock:  Mary,  Byron 

described  as  little  more  than  a  col¬ 
lection  of  papers  with  an  estimate 
of  just  £2^00  to  £3.500. 

But  canny  dealers  inspected  the 
box  before  the  auction  and  discov¬ 
ered  some  gems:  an  1840s  letter 
from  Maty  Shelley,  who  wrote 
Frankenstein,  imploring  a  biogra¬ 
pher  not  to  write  an  expose  about 
her  late  husband  Percy.  There 
were  also  letters  between  Claire 
Clairmont  —  mother  of  Allegra. 
Lord  Byron’s  daughter  —  and  E  J. 
Trdawney.The  lot  sold  for  £14.375. 

A  big  hammer  at  Sotheby's  ex¬ 
plained  that  it  was  “physically  im¬ 
possible  to  list  everything".  Al  the 
same  auction,  the  Warwick 
“Shakespeare"  deed,  much  hyped 
by  the  auction  house,  was  with¬ 
drawn  because  it  failed  to  reach  the 
reserve  oF  E250.000  to  £300,000. 

Jasper  Gerard 
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OUR  ISLAND  STORY 

History  has  become  a  battlefield  for  Britishness 


wehaye  been."  Tlius  Simon  Schama,  the 
mort^bnguisted  British  historian  of  his 
generation,  justified  this  week  the  BBC’s 
mmoimum  Television  History  of  Britain 
#  which  he  is  to  write  and  present 

History,  like  any  discipline,  does  not 
necessarily  need  any  justification  other  than 

$Z25T*  °.f  knowledge  for  its  own  sake. 
Liberal  learning  is  a  good  in  itself:  Inescap¬ 
ably.  however,  it  is  a  tool  for  making  sense  of 
the  present  Equally  inescapably,  that  tool 
becomes  a  weapon  in  the  hands  of  factions 
battling  to  define  the  nation's  identity 
George  Orwell,  writing  nearly  50  years  ago, 
recognised  that  he  who  controlled  the  past 
controlled  the  future.  In  the  current  Battle  of 
Britishness  it  is  the  past  which  is  the  most 
fiercely  contested  terrain. 

Another  distinguished  British  historian, 
Jonathan  Clark,  who  like  Simon  Schama  is 
currently  teaching  in  America,  has  produced 
a  dense  but  illuminating  guide  to  the 
battlefield  in  an  essay  for  the  Historical 
Journal.  Although  its  audience,  and  lan¬ 
guage,  are  academic,  its  insights  are'  of 
universal  interest  Dr  Clark  takes  as  his 
starting  point  the  declining  interest  in 
0j  British  history  in  the  US  and  blames 
compatriots  who  have  provided  American, 
and  indeed  British,  readers  with  “inad¬ 
equate  versions  of  British  history”.  Their 
inadequacies,  however,  have  consequences 
far  beyond  the  New  World’s  ivory  towers. 

Dr  Clark  explains  how  a  particular 
approach  to  British  history  which  seeks  to 
deconstruct  British  identity  and  render  it-an 
“invention"  and  the  product  of  “imagina¬ 
tion”,  serves  a  specific  ideological  purpose. 
Historians  such  as  Eric  Hobsbawm  and 
Linda  Colley  as  well  as  David  Cannadine 
have,  he  argues,  tried  to  explain  British 
identity  in  terms  which  call  for  a  radical  ' 
renovation  of  native  traditions.  These 
>  historians  have  tried  to  explain  how  the 
-  furniture  with  which  we  have  all  grown  up 
no  longer  fits  our  circumstances. 

Dr  Colley's  Britons,  one  of  the  most 
influential  historical  works  of  the  Nineties, 
argues  that  British  identity  is  an  artificial 
construct  built  in  the  18th  century,  a  keep 
which  encircled  the  four  nations  of  tie 
United  Kingdom  to  defend  ,  their  Protestant 
faith  against  continental  enemies.  Her  work 
has  encouraged  those  who  believe  that  the 
time  has  come  for  a  new  design.  The  sense 
that  Britain's  forms  of  government,  still 
recognisably  an  inheritance  from  our  an¬ 
cestors,  are  no  Jonger  adequate,  also  informs 
David  Cannadine^  work.  Dr,  Clark- 
crystallises  Dr  Carmadine’s  argument  as.the  , 


view  that  “aristocratic  values  were  a 
continual  check  an  British  modernisation” 
For  Dr  Cannadine  that  modernisation  is 
dearly  -incomplete;  he  argues  that  the 
inevitable  rescue  from  the  ruins  of  decayed 
Britishness  will  he  European  integration. 

Thisis  poor  politics  built  on  worse  history. 
The  histozy-with^a-puipose  trf  Colley  and 
Cannadine,  the  notions  of  automatic 
obsolescence  and  ,  in-built  inevitability  in 
their  wrcrkcan  be  contrasted  with  a  different 
approach.  There  is  another  school  of  history 
winch  owes  something  to  the  philosophy  of 
Bishop  Berkeley,  something  to  the  sensfoil- 
-ity.  of  Samuel:  Coleridge,  a  little  to  the 
•;  political  insights  of  Michael  Oakeshott  and 
a  great  deal  to  .the  example  of  R.G. 
Coliingwood-  It  is  a  school  which  seeks  to 
understand  historical  actors  in  their  own 
terms  rather  than  .as  dramatis  personae  in 
another's  epic,  which  sees  political  action  as 
an  autonomous  activity  in  its  own  right 
father  than  a  medium  for  explaining 
theories  of  dass.  gender  or  national 
emancipation.  Its  special  power  at  this 
moment  is  its  deliberate,  devastating,  cri¬ 
tique  of  those  Who  believe  there  is  only  one 
course  for  Britain  —  break-up  and  then 
-  absorption  into  Europe. " 

There  is  an  alternative  narrative  of 
Britain,  which  locales  a  special  sense  of 
collective  British  identity  and  destiny  well 
before  the  formal  Act  of  Union  in  1707.  Any 
audience  of  Henry  V  will  recognise  that 
sense  already  dearly  understood  in  Shake¬ 
speare’s  depiction  of  an  army  where  Scot, 

.  Welshman  and  Englishman  are  bound  in  a 
common  endeavour.  Dr  Clark  has  himself 
;■  shown  the  weakness  in  historical  analysis  of 
:  the  1 7th  and  1 8th  centuries,  which  sees 
Britain,  by  virtue  of  a  series  of  revolutions, 
setting  out  on  a  course  of  liberal  improve¬ 
ment  whose  trajectory  takes  us  in  a  direction 
congenial  to  today's  constitutional  radicals. 

Dr  Clark’s  interpretation  of  Britain’s  fast 
will  not  convince  all,  but  it  is  a  vital 
corrective  to  an  interpretation  which  has 
become  a  new  orthodoxy.  Hie  work  of 
Colley.  Cannadine  and  their  associates  in 
providing  an  organising  narrative  has 
helped  to  popularise  history  and  given 
commentators  a  big  picture  to  admire,  or 
deprecate.  In  an  academic  environment  over 
populated  with  those  who  over  specialise, 
they  deserve  praise  for  that  But  in  the 
attempt  to  understand  our  past  no  one 
■  school  should  dominate,  especially  one 
driven  by  a  very  political  sense  of  what  we 
should  be.  As  we  approach  the  millennium, 
history,  of  all  disciplines,  should  be  our 
protection  against  those  who  see  only  one 
;  xnoral  in  our  island  story. 


IMPRUDENT  PRUDENTIAL 

The  FSA  will  have  to  hit  where  it  hurts 


•v 


Howard  Davies  has  begun  his  tenure  at  the 
new  City  watchdog,  foe  Financial  Services 
Authority  (FSA).  with  a  bang.  His  report  on 
mi  spelling  at  the  Prudential  Corporation 
must  be  the  one  of  the  most  ,  savage 
indictments  of  a  City  institution  ever 
delivered. 

The  Pro  suffered  from  "deep-seated  and 
longstanding  management  failures”  and 
had  "a  cultural  disposition  against  compli¬ 
ance”  which  led  to  “continuing  persistent 
and  serious  breaches . . .  across  major  areas 
of  its  business".  All  in  all,  its  conduct  “has 
fallen  substantially  below  the  standards  that 
the  public  has  a  right  to  expect  from  a 
regulated  firm".  __  . . 

%  The  Pro.  which  owns  4  per  cent  of  British 

industry  and  is  perhaps  the  most  famous 
name  in  British  insurance,  has  been  labelled 
as  cynical  and  exploitative.  Under  its 
controversial  former  chief  executive,  Mick 
Newmarch,  it  chose  to  be  regulated  by  a 
body,  the  Securities  and  Investments  Board, 
which  had  no  power  to  fine,  unlike  foe 
Personal  Investment  Authority,  which  regu¬ 
lates  the  Pro’s  rivals.  As  a  result,  Mr  Davies 
can.  for  the  moment,  do  no  more  than  name 

and  shame”.  .  .  . 

But  the  PTO  seems  to  exude  little  of  foelat- 
ter.  Mr  Newmarch’s  successor.  Sir  Peter 


Davis,  is  featuring  in  his  own  television 
advertisements  as  “the  man  from  the  Pro”, 
in  an  attempt  to  fashion  a  wholesome  image 
for  a  company  that  recommended  many  of 
its  clients  to  bpy  financial  products  that  were 
not  suitable  for  their  circumstances.  Sir 
peter  is  now  trying  to  tackle  the  problems 
that  have  beset  his  business — but  not  before 
time. .  *■ 

The  Pro  wifi  soon  come  under  the  ambit  of 
a1  regulator  that  does  have  the  power  to  fine. 
That  will  be  welcome  for  a  company  that,  in 
the  past,  has  appeared  more  concerned  with 
its  own  prosperity  than  with  that  of  its  custo¬ 
mers.  When  Mr  Davies  can  hit  companies 
like  the  Pru  where  it  hurts,  he  should  be  able 
to  achieve  more  than  embarrassment. 

Embarrassment  is  no  longer  an  effective 
sanction  in  the  City.  There  is  barely  a  major 
insurance  company  that  has  not  been 
named  and  shamed  by  its  legal  regulator. 
Customers  in  search  of  a  wholly  reputable 
provider  are  understandably  frustrated.  Vet 
these  scandals  have  come  at  a  time  when  the 
Government  is  planning  to  transfer  many  of 
its  responsibilities  —  such  as  pensions  and 
long-term  care  insurance  —  to  the  private 
sector.  The  FSA  will  have  to  work  fast  to 
reassure  customers  that  the  industry  is  now 
up  to  scratch. 


HIGH  SPIRITS 

The  best  central  heating  is  proof  against  the  cold 


the  elephant  may  be  cold,  but  m 
ow  she  is  certainly  happy.  tranters 
telping  her  and  her  fc*kw  ottos 
rderms  through  the  present  °dd  snap 
a  warming  bucket  of  vodka.  The  effect 
only  be  imagined:  .elephants,  like 
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-  fom -tine  natural .  aroma  of  a  crowded 
Russian  bus.  When  the  winter  stove  is 
stoked  high,,  the  tea  is  sizzling  in  the 
samovar  anti  a  Russian’s  thoughts  turn  to 
higher  dungs,  vodka  is  the  potion  that  turns 
doggerel  into  poetry.  When  the  car  freezes 
down  in  deepest  Siberia,,  a  little  vodka 
applied  to  the  engine  and  set  alight  will  do 
wonders  for  the  ignition. 

To  a -Russian,  vodka  has  almost  mythical 
qualities,  and  the  greater  the  amount  on 

hand,  the  larger  the  myfo.  In  vain  do  doc¬ 
tors,  Russian  Baptists  and  spoilsports  like 
Mikhail  Gorbachev.raiJ  against  foe  evils  of 

■  drink.  To  no  avail  have  successive  Russian 
Governments  encouraged  the  cultured 
consumption  of  wine  as  a  substitute  for  foe 
potent  water  of  life.  There  is  no  substitute  in 

foe  Russian  soul  or  shop  for  vodka:  even 
golsboi  dancers  swear  foal  theft:  perfonn- 
ance  is  unimpaired  by  its  consumption, 
whereas  wine  or  beer  will  ruin  thebrjetes. 
The  cold  brings  out  foe  bottles  as  well  as 
the  fur  hats,  and  Russians  look  forward  to 
winter  with  anticipation.  The  Moscow 
elephants  must  relish  their  wanning  buck- 

■  ets _ though  no  trainer  who  calls  himself  a 

Russian  would  not  also  generously  test  foe 
fluid  to  see  that  it  was  the  real  thing. 
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likely  winners  and  losers  in  review  of  welfare  benefits 


From  the  Director  Genera/ 
of  Age  Concern  Englarur 

Sir,. Over  60  per  cent  of  the  UK’s  dis¬ 
abled  people  are  pensioners  and  are 
likely  to  bear  the  brunt  of  the 
rumoured  £2  billion  cut  in  spending 
on  foe  disabled  (reports,  December  13. 
15  and  16).  Age  Concern  is  receiving 
calls  from  distressed  ill  and  disabled 
older  people  who  deserve  immediate 
reassurance  from  the  Government 
thai  they  will  receive  foe  money  they 
need  to  survive. 

In  its  determination  to  prune  the 
welfare  budget,  the  Government  has 
already  targeted  pensioners.  Over  one 
million  pensioners  are  not  claiming  as 
much  as  the  E1.7  billion  in  benefits 
they  are  entitled  to.  yet  the  Govern¬ 
ment  has  recently  derided  to  reduce 
foe  period  that  benefit  claims  can  be 
backdated  from  up  to  a  year  in  some 
cases,  down  to  just  one  month.  This, 
linked  to  backdating  restrictions  from 
foe  previous  Government  will  take 
E77  million  per  year  out  of  the  poorest 
pensioners’  pockets. 

On  Thursday,  a  parliamentary 
standing  committee  will  discuss  plans 
to  restrict  full  council-tax  benefit  for 
people  living  in  houses  worth 
£120,000  or  more.  This  will  save  only 
£15  million  in  the  first  year,  bu  t  will  hit 
around  65,000  people,  30,000  of  them 
pensioners  who  are  managing  on  low 
incomes  but  find  themselves  living  in 
homes  that  have  gone  up  in  value. 


Labour  ‘rebels’ 

From  Mr  Philip  Cowley 

Sir,  You  reported  fMJsual  suspects 
joined  by  new  Labour  rebels",  Decem¬ 
ber  12)  that  of  the  47  Labour  MPS  who 
voted  against  foe  Government  on 
lone-parent  benefits  12  were  newly 
elected.  In  fact,  the  number  was  14, 
your  correspondents  having  missed 
Arm  Cryer  and  Jonathon  Shaw. 

The  oversight  of  Ann  Cryer  is 
important  because  of  all  the  newly 
elected  Labour  women  MPs.  she  was 
the  only  one  to  vote  against  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  Initial  analysis  of  the  voting 
demonstrates  that  male  Labour  MPs 
were  more  likely  to  vote  against  the 
cut  in  lone-parent  benefits  than  were 
female  MPS.  And  Labour's  newly 
elected  women  MPs  were  less  likely  to 
vote  against  foe  cut  than  those  Labour 
women  MPs  who  had  been  in  the 
House  before  foe  19*77  election. 

Before  the  last  election  I  cowrote  a 
paper  with  my  colleagues  Professor 
Philip  Norton  and  Matthew  Bailey 
entitled  Blair’s  Bastards*  which  exam¬ 
ined  the  voting  behaviour  of  Labour 
MPs  in  foe  1992  Parliament  and  iden¬ 
tified  those  MPs  most  likely  to  cause 
trouble  to  any  incoming  Labour  gov¬ 
ernment  The  paper  was  criticised  by 
the  Labour  leadership  who  described 
h  as  “academic  nonsense",  but  it 
proved  remarkably  accurate  at  identi¬ 
fying  those  who  would  cause  trouble 
for  foe  Government  last  week. 

Of  the  32  MPS  we  identified  and 
who  are  still  in  the  House.  22  voted 
against  the  Government,  and  seven 
abstained,  leaving  just  3  who  voted  for 
the  Government  The  22  included 
Alice  Mahon  and  Malcolm  Chisholm, 
who  both  resigned  from  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  in  order  to  vote  against  the 
cut 

We  ended  Blair’s  Bastards  by  say¬ 
ing  that  whilst  there  were  some  Lab¬ 
our  MPs  who  were  clearly  ministers- 
in-waiting.  there  were  also  those  who 
were  rebels -in- waiting.  Last  week, 
they  stopped  waiting. 

Yours  faithfully, 

PHILIP  COWLEY, 

University  of  Hull, 

Department  of  Politics. 

Hull  HU6  7RX. 
p.j.cowley9pol-as.  hull,  ac.uk 
December  15. 


Off-key  remarks 

From  Miss  Beryl  M.  Goldsmith 

Sir,  When  is  a  typist  not  a  typist? 
When  she  is  rather  more  than  some¬ 
one  sitting  in  front  of  a  machine  with 
plugs  in  her  ears,  bashing  out  her 
master’s  words. 

On  two  occasions  this  week  your 
Diary  referred  to  two  senior  personal 
assistants  in  the  House  of  Commons 
as  typists.  Miss  Claire  Gagneux  (De¬ 
cember  12)  and  myself  (December  10) 
are  amused  rather  than  indignant. 
But  our  masters  —  neither  erf  whom 
employs  a  “typist"  —  are  not  best 
pleased. 

Yours  faithfully, 

BERYL  M.  GOLDSMITH 
(Personal  Assistant  to  Lord  Tebbh 
and  Parliamentary  Assistant  to 
Mr  Michael  Trend,  MP). 

34  Thomas  More  House, 

Barbican,  ECZY  8BT. 

December  32. 


Sense  of  direction 

From  Mrs  Dorothy  Drake 

Sir,  Perhaps  men  do  learn  to  pay 
attention  to  direction  more  than 
women  (Science  Briefing,  December 
8;  letter,  December  11). 

My  husband  has  no  use  for  road 
maps.  When  finding  his  way  in  this 
country  and  in  Europe  all  he  needs  is 
the  answer  to  two  questions;  Where’s 
foe  sun?  Where’s  the  sea? 

He’s  not  bad  at  reaching  his  desti¬ 
nation  —  except  after  dark. 

Yours  faithfully. 

DOROTHY  DRAKE, 

'  M  Queen  Parade, 

Harre*gaie_HGI  5PW.  ■ 

December  15. 


The  change  of  Government  has 
done  little  to  improve  life  for  the  poor¬ 
est  pensioners. 

Yours  sincerely, 

SALLY  GREENGROSS. 

Director  General. 

Age  Concern  England, 

Astral  House, 

1268  London  Road.  SWft  4ER. 
December  16. 

From  Mr  Nigel  H.  Harris,  FRCS 

Sir,  It  is  widely  believed  that  a  Gov¬ 
ernment  review  of  disablement  bene¬ 
fits  is  taidng  place.  The  anticipated 
outcry  will  be  premature  until  all  foe 
facts  are  known.  I  will  refer  to  one 
example. 

I  examine  about  400  individuals  a 
year  in  receipt  of  incapacity  benefit, 
following  muscuJo-skeietaJ  injury, 
who  are  in  fact  perfectly  fit  for  alterna¬ 
tive  employment.  They  have  either 
been  involved  in  a  road  traffic  acci¬ 
dent  or  sustained  an  injury  at  work, 
and  they  are  making  a  claim  for  com¬ 
pensation.  The  majority  allege  they 
are  unfit  for  work  and.  after  a  reason¬ 
ably  stringent  DSS  disablement  bene¬ 
fit  medical  examination,  they  are  pro¬ 
vided  with  incapacity  benefit.  This 
predudes  them  from  applying  for 
work.  For  many,  in  fact,  receipt  of  the 
benefit  is  a  positive  disincentive  to 
even  think  about  a  job. 

It  is  very  rare  indeed  for  a  musculo¬ 
skeletal  injury  to  cause  a  person  to  be 


Opera  committee 

From  Professor  Bryan  Magee 

Sir,  1  hope  that  Sir  Richard  Eyre,  who 
is  chairing  ‘the  committee  that  will 
report  to  the  Government  on  the 
future  of  opera  and  ballet  in  London, 
will  recommend  that  the  two  opera 
companies  share  two  theatres,  not  one 
(letters,  December  5  and  6). 

What  London  needs,  in  full-time 
operation,  is  one  big  opera  house  and 
one  smaller  one  —  at  foe  moment  we 
have  two  big  ones. 

Why  not  suggest  that  the  Royal 
Opera  and  the  English  National 
Opera  share  both  the  refurbished 
Covent  Garden  theatre  and  the  new 
Sadlers  Wells,  each  company  putting 
on  its  big  productions  in  the  former 
and  its  more  intimate  ones  in  the 
latter? 

That  way  London  will  get  the  opera 
provision  it  needs. 

Yours  faithfully, 

BRYAN  MAGEE 
12  Falkland  House. 

Martoes  Road.  W8  5LF. 

[December  6. 


totally  and  permanently  incapable  of 
any  work,  although  I  appreciate  that 
some  will  be  restricted  on  the  open  job 
market.  Qearly  they  should  be  regis¬ 
tered  unemployed  and  actually  seek¬ 
ing  work,  and  incapacity  benefit 
should  only  be  for  those  considered  to 
be  unemployable  on  medical  grounds. 

The  fit-for-work  disabled  should  be 
provided  with  a  certificate  to  indicate 
foe  type  of  work  for  which  they  are 
suitable.  This  might  be  linked  to 
schemes  whereby  employers  have  a 
statutory  duty  to  employ  a  certain  per¬ 
centage  of  disabled  people. 

I  predict  that  if  some  such  measures 
were  implemented,  foe  £8  billion  over¬ 
all  cost  of  incapacity  benefit  would  be 
halved,  and  the  true  level  of  unem¬ 
ployment  made  dear. 

Yours  faithfully. 

NIGEL  H.  HARRIS 
(Consultant  orthopaedic  surgeon). 

72  Harley  Street.  WIN  LAE. 

From  Mr  Christopher  Slade 

Sir.  Is  foe  Government  (and  those 
who  vote  with  it)  targeting  for  benefits 
cuts  the  very  poor,  their  children  and 
foe  handicapped  because  they  axe 
people  who  either  do  not  have  a  vote 
or  are  unlikely  to  use  it? 

Yours  faithfullv. 

C.J.  SLADE, 

13  Church  Road, 

Maiden  Newton.  Dorset  DT2  OAB. 


pean  churches  which  support  their 
right  to  do  so. 

Yours  sincerely. 

ROGER  FORSTER 
(Leader). 

Ichthus  Christian  Fellowship, 

107  Stanstead  Road, 

Forest  Hill.  SE23  IHH. 

December  14. 

From  Mr  Tony  Mitsides 

Sir.  In  your  leader  today.  “Blair’s  X 
factor",  you  validly  anticipate  some 
momentous  derisions  over  EMU  and 
EU  enlargement  during  Britain's 
presidency  in  foe  new  year.  But  I  sub¬ 
mit  you  are  not  right  to  say  the  deri¬ 
sion  to  include  Cyprus  in  the  first 
round  of  new  applicants  for  member¬ 
ship  is  “unwise". 

This  commitment  was  undertaken 
by  foe  Council  of  Ministers  of  foe  EU 
in  1995  following  approval  of  foe 
customs  union  with  Turkey.  It  speci¬ 
fied  that  negotiations  with  the  Repub¬ 
lic  of  Cyprus  would  start  within  six 
months  of  the  intergovernmental 
conference  which  ended  in  Amster¬ 
dam  last  summer. 

The  prospect  of  Cyprus  joining  the 
EU  was  greeted  by  President  Clinton's 
Special  Emissary  for  Cyprus,  Richard 
Holbrooke,  as  the  biggest  new  factor 
in  the  30-year  stalemate.  Further¬ 
more.  Cyprus  fulfilled  all  the  econo¬ 
mic,  cultural  and  other  criteria  for 
membership.  Many  thought  at  the 
time  that  the  derision  indicated  also  a 
wish  to  avoid  Cyprus  becoming  a  hos¬ 
tage  for  European  membership  to 
Ankara,  and  a  reminder  to  Turkey 
that  it  had  not  moved  enough  towards 
a  settlement  despite  numerous  resolu¬ 
tions  and  great  efforts  at  the  United 
Nations  and  in  Europe. 

Yours  faithfully, 

TONY  MITSIDES. 

70  Cissbury  Ring  South.  N12  7BD. 
December  13. 


far  from  uplifting. 

It  was  these  people  who  allowed 
Maxwell  to  thrive  for  so  long.  The 
world  of  political  “luwjes"  breeds  and 
accepts  confidence  tricksters  like 
Maxwell:  alt  its  members  are  guilty. 
Both  Labour  and  Conservatives  were 
seduced  by  him. 

1  have  two  books  on  my  shelves 
about  Maxwell:  one  is  by  Tom  Bower 
and  it  presents  a  very  good  picture  of 
foe  Maxwell  I  knew  (and  Maxwell 
tried  to  stop  it  being  published).  The 
other  is  by  Joe  Haines,  written  while 
he  worked  for  Maxwell. 

Yours  faithfully, 

BRUCE  V.  JONES 
(General  Manager, 

Pergamon  Press.  1965), 

Down  Ampney  House, 

Down  Ampney, 

Cirencester  GL7  5QW, 


Hidden  pockets 

From  Mrs  Sally  Gibbons 

Sir.  There  is  nothing  new  under  foe 
sun  —  and  certainly  nor  knickers  with 
pockets  (report  and  photograph,  De¬ 
cember  ll).  These  excellent  garments 
were  regulation  wear  when  I  was  at 
school.  Admittedly  they  were  slightly 
more  voluminous  than  the  ones 
designed  by  the  girls  of  Tiffin's 
School,  and  they  came  in  standard 
navy  blue,  with  a  distinctly  scratchy 
finish,  but  the  pockets  were  invalu¬ 
able.  being  hidden  receptacles  for  all 
those  essential  bur  forbidden  items 
like  sticky  sweets  and  photographs  of 
Dickie  Valentine. 

Yours  faithfully. 

SALLY  GIBBONS. 

Rat  6. 

288  Earls  Court  Road,  SW5  9AS. 
December  11, 


Letters  should  cany  a  daytime 
telephone  number.  They  may  be 
faxed  to  0171-782-5046. 
e-mail  ttr.  letlers&the-times.co.uk 


Cost  of  recovering 
those  lost  at  sea 

From  Mr  M.  Wilkinson 

Sir.  Whilst  I  was  sorry  to  hear  of  foe 
deaths  of  four  crewmen  on  the  trawler 
Sapphire.  1  did  not  agree  with 
requests  for  the  Government  to  fund 
foe  £500,000  operation  ro  recover  foe 
bodies,  or  that  such  expenses  should 
be  met  by  the  Government  in  future 
cases  (reports,  December  15  and  16). 

Loss  of  life  is  an  ever-present  risk 
for  seagoers.  and  for  centuries  it  has 
been  accepted  that  bodies  are  unlikely 
to  be  recovered.  The  technological 
advances  made  in  recent  years  that 
may  aid  recovery  do  not,  in  my  view, 
justify  huge  sums  of  public  money 
being  spent  in  this  way,  when  patients 
are  experiencing  a  shortage  of  re¬ 
sources  in  hospitals. 

Also,  who  would  decide  which  cases 
were  appropriate  for  recovery?  Mar¬ 
ine  technology  is  so  far  advanced  that 
once  a  wreck  is  located,  time  and 
resources  are  foe  only  obstacles  to 
salvage.  Would  ft  be  fair  to  fund  foe 
recovery  of  some  but  not  others? 
Would  foe  Government  set  a  cost 
limit? 

Whilst  I  respect  foe  widows'  rights 
to  commemorate  their  Jaie  husbands 
in  whatever  way  they  choose,  perhaps 
foe  money  could  have  provided  a 
more  practical  memorial  if  it  had  been 
made  available  to.  for  example,  any  of 
the  seamen's  missions,  a  benefit  fund 
for  sailors'  widows  or  the  RNL1. 

Yours  faithfully, 

M.  WILKINSON, 

27  Swallow  Gardens, 

Carlton,  Nottingham  NG4  INR. 
December  16. 


Britannia's  future 

From  Mr  Niil  McCart 

Sir.  Lord  Callaghan  of  Cardiff  and 
Captain  Richard  Sharpe,  RN  (letters, 
December  J1  and  13  respectively;  see 
also  letters,  November  27,  December  2 
and  16)  are  both  wrong,  in  my  view,  in 
wishing  to  see  Britannia  broken  up.  If 
their  argument  is  taken  to  its  logical 
conclusion  there  would  be  no  point  in 
preserving  any  historical  ship,  includ¬ 
ing  the  Mary  Rose.  HMS  Victory,  or 
HMS  Warrior,  all  of  which  add  to  the 
nation's  rich  maritime  heritage. 

However.  Manchester  and  Leith 
would  both  quite  dearly  be  foe  wrong 
venue  for  Britannia.  The  yacht’s  natu¬ 
ral  home  is  Portsmouth,  where  she 
would  form  part  of  the  city's  great 
naval  heritage;  this  already  attracts 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  visitors 
from  home  and  abroad  each  year. 
Kept  there  she  would  never  become 
an  embarrassment  or  a  liability. 

I  would  have  thought  that  Lord  Cal¬ 
laghan.  as  a  former  Pompey  man. 
would  have  added  his  support  to  the 
dty’s  bid.  It  is  not  too  late  to  keep  Bri¬ 
tannia  in  her  home  port 

Yours  faithfully, 

NEIL  McCART, 

17  Wymans  Lane,  Swindon  Village, 
Cheltenham  GL51  9QA. 

December  17. 


Beef  on  the  bone 

From  Dr  Richard  Henderson 

Sir,  Surely  the  answer  to  this  dilemma 
{letters,  December  5. 13, 15, 16, 17|  is 
obvious  and  is  given  us  by  the  parallel 
issue  of  tobacco? 

Consumers  should  be  provided 
with  information  about  possible  (al¬ 
beit  remote)  health  risks  associated 
with  beef  on  the  bone  and  allowed  to 
make  up  their  own  minds,  but  beef 
fanners  and  butchers  should  be  ban¬ 
ned  from  sponsoring  sporting  events. 

Yours  faithfully. 

R.  G.  HENDERSON. 

Ord  House.  Little  Fencote, 
Northallerton  DL7  0RR. 
richardhenderson29oompuserve.com 
December  15. 

From  Dr  Henry  Hardy 

Sir,  In  view  of  the  discovery  by  reputa¬ 
ble  scientists  that  life  is  almost  univer¬ 
sally  fatal,  there  is  a  pressing  need  for 
legislation  to  ban  human  reproduc¬ 
tion.  Why  is  foe  Government  drag¬ 
ging  its  feet? 

Yours  etc. 

HENRY  HARDY. 

22  Norham  Road.  Oxford  OX2  6SF. 

From  Mrs  Jean  Miles 

Sir.  Wild  animals  do  not  normally  be¬ 
have  like  foe  deer  who  joined  the  day- 
pigeon  shoot  in  Sutherland  (report 
and  photograph,  today).  In  a  rabbit, 
one  would  suspect  myxomatosis;  in  a 
fox.  distemper.  In  this  case,  BSE? 

Yours  faithfully, 

JEAN  MILES, 

31  Drummond  Race, 

Edinburgh  EH3  6PW. 
jean@jeanmile.demon.co.uk 
December  10. 

From  Mr  Shaun  Evelegh 

Sir,  Not  so  much  a  “Nanny  State”  (let¬ 
ter.  today)  as  a  limited  steak-holding 
society. 

Yours  faithfully, 

SHAUN  EVELEGH. 

Caimbrook,  Fairy  Road. 

Seaview,  Isle  of  Wight  P0345HF. 
December  16. 

From  Mrs  Diana  Hastie 

Sir,  Is  turkey  on  the  bone  banned  yet? 

Yours  faithfully. 

DIANA  HASTIE, 

Groom's  Cottage,  Burton  Hall  Road. 
Rossen,  Wrexham  LL12  OAR. 
December  16. 


EU  option  for  Turkey  and  Cyprus 


From  Mr  Roger  Forster 

Sir,  I  write  from 'a  church  which  has 
had  a  number  of  contacts  with  Turkey 
over  foe  years.  One  of  our  members 
worked  for  the  European  Union  office 
in  Ankara  and  contributed  to  a  book 
on  the  prospects  for  Turkish  member¬ 
ship  of  foe  EU. 

More  recently  some  of  our  mem¬ 
bers  have  been  walking  through  Tur¬ 
key  as  part  of  the  Reconciliation  Walk, 
a  walk  from  Cologne  to  Jerusalem  on 
the  900th  anniversary  of  the  First 
Crusade,  to  express  regret  for  the  atro¬ 
cities  committed  to  Muslem,  Jew  and 
Christian  alike  during  the  Crusades. 
At  that  stage  of  course  it  was  the  Euro¬ 
peans  who  conducted  a  campaign  of 
murder  and  rape  across  Turkish 
territory. 

It  is  now  more  than  34  years  since 
the  EEC  signed  the  Ankara  Agree¬ 
ment  with  Turkey  “to  establish  ever 
doser  bonds  between  foe  Turkish 
people  and  the  peoples  brought  to¬ 
gether  in  the  European  Economic 
Community”.  The  objective  of  Turk¬ 
ish  accession  to  the  Community  was 
already  stated  in  1963  and  has  been 
restated  by  the  European  side  in 
agreements  since. 

This  is  not  to  deny  that  Turkey  has 
significant  problems.  Yet  iT  seems  to 
us  that  foe  equivocal  attitude  taken  by 
Europe  to  Turkey  over  foe  years  has 
been  singularly  unhelpful  to  the 
Turkish  authorities  who  have  tried  to 
address  those  problems.  Turks  look  to 
friends  for  support  when  they  face 
difficulties.  It  seems  reasonable  for 
them  to  expect  it  from  partner  states 
who  sign  such  agreements.  Such  a 
sense  of  support  from  Europe  has 
been  regrettably  missing  over  foe 
years. 

Turkey  has  been  incontrovertibly 
part  of  European  history  for  centuries. 
As  long  as  the  Turks  wish  to  pursue 
the  European  option,  we  would  like  to 
put  it  on  record  that  there  are  Euro- 


Maxwell  connection 

From  Mr  Bruce  V.  Jones 

Sir.  The  letter  from  Mr  Joe  Haines 
(December  10)  does  rather  provoke 
the  comment:  “Come  off  it,  Joe."  I  too 
am  one  of  foe  25,000  ex-Maxwell  em¬ 
ployees.  1  did  at  least  last  six  months 
until  I  resigned,  but  in  typical  Cap’n 
Bob  style  he  roared:  “You  can’t  resign; 
you  work  for  me;  you’re  fired.”  Apart 
from  that  we  finally  parted  on  good 
terms. 

The  truth  is  it  was  generally  known 
by  people  who  had  come  up  against 
him  in  a  working  context  what  Max¬ 
well  was  like.  I  witnessed  many  of  our 
political  grear-and-good  in  his  office 
and  was  amazed  by  the  sycophancy 
and  toadying  behaviour  to  have  seen 
Maxwell  and  George  Brown  together, 
as  a-  mutual  admiration  society,  was 
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COURT  CIRCULAR 


BUCKINGHAM  PALACE 
December  17:  His  Excellency 
Archbishop  Pablo  Puente  was 
received  in  audience  by  The 
Queen  and  presented  the  Let¬ 
ters  of  Recall  of  his  predeces¬ 
sor  and  his  own  Letters  of 
Credence  as  Apostolic  Nuncio 
from  die  Holy  See  to  the  Court 
of  St  James’s. 

Mr  J.EL  Young  (Deputy 
Under-Secretary  and  Chief 
Clerk,  Foreign  and  Common¬ 
wealth  Office)  was  present. 

Mr  Justice  Sullivan  was 
received  by  The  Queen  upon 
his  appointment  as  a  Justice  of 
the  High  Court  when  Her 
Majesty  conferred  upon  him 
the  honour  of  Knighthood  and 
invested  him  with  the  Insignia 
of  a  Knight  Bachelor. 

The  Queen  held  a  Council  at 

LZJOpm. 

There  were  present:  The  Rt 
Hon  Ann  Taylor  MP  (Presi¬ 
dent),  the  Lord  Hardie  (Lord 
Advocate),  the  Rt  Hon  Jack 
Straw  MP  (Secretary  of  Sate 
for  the  Home  Department), 
the  Rt  Hon  Margaret  Beckett 
MP  (President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  and  Secretory  of  State 
forTrade  and  Industry),  the  Rt 
Hon  Frank  Dobson  MP  (Sec¬ 
retary  of  State  for  Health),  the 
Rt  Hon  Dr  Jack  Cunningham 
MP  (Minister  for  Agriculture. 
Fisheries  and  Food)  and  the  Rt 
Hon  Tom  Clarke  MP  (Minis¬ 
ter  of  State,  Department  for 
Culture.  Media  and  Sport). 

Mr  Nigel  Nicholls  was  in 
attendance  as  Clerk  of  the 
Council. 

The  Rt  Hon  Ann  Taylor  MP 
had  an  audience  of  Her  Maj¬ 
esty  before  the  Council. 

The  Earl  of  Airlie  KThad  an 
audience  of  The  Queen,  deliv¬ 
ered  up  his  Wand  and  Insig¬ 
nia  of  Office  as  Lord 
Chamberlain  and  the  Badge 
of  Chancellor  of  the  Royal 
Victorian  Order  and  took 
leave  upon  relinquishing  his 
appointment  as  Lord  Cham¬ 
berlain  when  Her  Majesty 
invested  him  with  the  Royal 
Victorian  Chain. 

By  command  of  Her  Majes¬ 
ty,  Vice  Admiral  Sir  James 
Weatherall  (Marshal  of  the 
Diplomatic  Corps)  called 
upon  His  Excellency  Mr 
Vanias  Markides  at  93  Park 
Street.  London  Wl,  this  morn¬ 
ing  in  order  to  bid  farewell  to 
His  Excellency  upon  relin¬ 
quishing  his  appointment  as 
High  Commissioner  for  the 
Republic  of  Cyprus  in  London. 
BUCKINGHAM  PALACE 
December  17:  The  Princess 
Royal,  Patron,  National  Asso¬ 


ciation  of  Victims  Support 
Schemes,  this  morning  attend¬ 
ed  a  meeting  of  the  Advisory 
Board  at  Church  House,  West¬ 
minster,  London  SWl. 

Her  Royal  Highness,  Pa¬ 
tron,  SENSE  -  the  National 
Deafbtind  and  Rubella  Associ¬ 
ation.  this  afternoon  attended 
a  Lunch  at  Rutland  Trust  pic. 
Rutland  House,  Rutland  Gar¬ 
dens.  London  SW7. 

The  Princess  Royal,  Presi¬ 
dent.  Animal  Health  Trust, 
this  evening  attended  die 
Christmas  Celebration  Din¬ 
ner  at  the  Banqueting  House, 
WhitehaU,  London  SWl. 

ST  JAMES’S  PALACE 
December  17:  The  Prince  of 
Wales,  President,  this  morn¬ 
ing  met  members  of  The 
Prince  of  Wales  Business 
Leaders  Forum  at  St  James'S 
Palace  to  review  aspects  of  the 
past  year's  activities. 

His  Royal  Highness,  Colo- 
net-in-Chief.  The  Royal  Regi¬ 
ment  of  Wales  (24th/41st  Foot) 
this  afternoon  visited  The 
Queen's  Guard  at  St  James'S 
Palace. 

The  Prince  of  Wales,  Presi¬ 
dent,  The  Prince  of  Wales's 
Institute  of  Architecture,  after¬ 
wards  presented  Diplomas  at 
an  Awards  Ceremony  at  St 
James's  Palace: 

His  Royal  Highness,  Pa¬ 
tron.  this  evening  attended  a 
performance  of  Verdi'S  Requi¬ 
em  at  the  Royal  Festival  Hall, 
London  SEI.  on  the  occasion 
of  the  Fortieth  Anniversary  of 
the  Philharmonia  Chorus. 
KENSINGTON  PALACE 
December  17:  The  Duke  of 
Gloucester.  Commissioner. 
English  Heritage,  this  morn¬ 
ing  attended  a  Commission¬ 
ers’  meeting  at  Fortress 
House,  Savile  Row,  London 
Wl. 

The  Duchess  of  Gloucester. 
Sponsor,  HMS  Gloucester, 
this  afternoon  received  Com¬ 
mander  T.A.  Cunningham 
RN  upon  relinquishing  his 
appointment  as  Commanding 
Officer  and  Commander  T. 
Fraser  RN  upon  assuming  the 
appointment 

Her  Royal  Highness  this 
evening  attended  a  “Carols  by 
Candlelight"  Service  in  aid  of 
the  Honeypot  Home  Charity 
at  St  Luke'S  Church,  Sydney 
Street  London  SW3. 

ST  JAMES’S  PALACE 
December  17:  The  Duchess  of 
Kent  this  morning  presented 
the.  Children  of  Courage 
Awards  at  Westminster  Ab¬ 
bey.  London  SWl. 


Today’s  royal 
engagements 

The  Duke  of  York  will  attend  the 
Year  of  the  Seafarer  finale  concert 
at  the  Queen  Elizabeth  Hall. 
London  SEI  at  7.15  in  aid  of  the 
King  George's  Fund  for  Sailors. 

Princess  Margaret  will  attend  a 
performance  of  Cinderella  by  the 
Adventures  in  Motion  Pictures 
Company  at  the  Piccadilly  Theatre 
at  7J5  in  aid  of  the  Dancers’ 
Trust. 


Commemoration 

service 

Miss  Dorothy  L.  Sayers 
A  service  was  held  yesterday  at  St 
Anne's.  Soho,  to  mark  the  fortieth 
anniversary  of  the  death  of  Miss 
Dorothy  L  Sayers.  The  Rev  Fred 
Stevens  officiated,  assisted  by  the 
Right  Rev  Lord  Runde,  the  Right 
Rev  Richard  Watson  and  Preb¬ 
endary  Gerard  Irvine.  Miss  Sheila 
Mitchell  read  from  Dame’s  Para¬ 
dise  and  Canon  John  Thurmer 
gave  an  address.  Members  of  the 
Dorothy  L.  Sayers  Society 
anended. 


Birthdays 

today 

Field  Marshal  Lord  BramalL  KG. 
74;  Miss  Frances  Crook,  director. 
Howard  League  for  ftnal  Reform, 
45;  Mr  David  Crossland,  chair¬ 
man,  Airtours.  51;  Lieutenant- 
Commander  l.E  Fraser.  VC.  77; 
Mr  Christopher  Fry.  dramatist. 
dO;  Pamela  Lady  Harlech,  6i 
Professor  MJ.  Harrison.  Vice- 
Chancellor,  Wolverhampton 
University.  57;  Miss  Rosemary 
Leach,  actress.  62;  Lord  tollhouse 
of  Pontefract.  72;  Lord  Merlyn- 
Rees,  77;  Mr  J.C.S.  Mott,  civil 
engineer,  71:  Mr  Albert  Phc^. 
former  director-general.  National 
Criminal  Intelligence  Service,  59: 
Miss  Annette  Page,  ballerina.  65; 

S'  ir-General  R.  Bernard 
Id,  81:  Dr  Joyce  Reynolds. 
FBA.  Roman  historian.  79;  Mr 
Keith  Richard.  Rotting  Stones’ 
guitarist.  54;  Lord  Roberts  of 
Woktingham.  87;  Miss  Arantxa 
Sanchez  Vkario.  tennis  player.  26: 
the  Earl  of  Shrewsbury,  45;  Mr 
Steven  Spielberg,  film-maker.  50; 
Mr  Joe  Wade,  trade  unionist,  78; 
the  Right  Rev  R_K_  Williamson. 
Bishop  of  Southwark.  65;  Mr  W.H. 
Yates,  former  senior  partner, 
Knight  Frank  and  Rutley.  62. 


Professor  Stringer  with  die  skull  of  a  Neanderthal  woman  found  in  Gibraltar  in  1848 

New  evidence  links  us  to  Neanderthals 


THE  Neanderthals,  a  prehistoric  hu¬ 
man-like  species  popularly  depicted  as 
hair-covered  brutes  with  features  like 
apes,  could  be  directly  linked  to  modem 
man,  scientists  said  yesterday. 

The  latest  technology  has  also  shown 
that  die  early  cavemen  were  more 
intelligent  than  was  thought  —  but 
experts  stiD  cannot  work  out  why  they 
expired  while  later  arrivals.  Cro-Magnon 
man,  survived  and  evolved  into  modem 
mankind. 

Professor  Chris  Stringer,  Principal 
Researcher,  Human  Origins,  at  die 
Natural  History  Museum,  London,  said 


that  evidence  now  shows  that  Neander¬ 
thal  man  was  a  separate  species,  dosdy 
linked  but  genetically  different  from  us. 
"What  cannot  be  ruled  out  though  is  that 
late  Neanderthals  bred  with  our  direct 
descendants,  Cro-Magnon  man,  before 
they  became  extinct,”  said  Professor 
Stringer  at  a  150th  anniversary  celebra¬ 
tion  of  the  discovery  of  a  Neanderthal 
woman's  skull  on  Gibraltar.  "The  latest 
dating  and  DNA  testing  techniques 
mean  that  theoretically  we  could  now 
find  a  link  with  an  individual  or  group  of 
individuals  today  that  would  show  they 
were  descended  from  Neanderthal  man." 


New  findings  have  also  unearthed 
increasing  evidence  that  Neanderthal 
.man  was  far  from  a  backward  -'brute.. 
"Our  latest  excavations  at  Gibraltar's 
Vanguard  Cave  show  that  they  collected 
mussels  and  lightly  cooked  them  in  hot 
ashes  in  order  to  open  up  the  shells.  This 
evidence  of  an  ability  to  process  food  is  a 
revealing  one." 

But  what  caused  the  cavemen's 
demise,  after  living  untroubled  in 
Europe  for  around  200.000  years,  re¬ 
mains  a  mystery.  Professor  Stringer 
simply  says  ”f  think  our  ancestors  were 
just  more  adaptable” 


Dinners 

Air  Force  Board 

Lord  Gilbert  Minister  of  State  for 

Defence  Procurement,  and  Air 

Chief  Marshal  Sir  Richard  Johns. 

Chief  of  the  Air  Staff,  were  the 

hosts  at  a  dinner  held  last  night  ax 

Admiralty  House.  The  American 

Ambassador  was  the  principal 

guesL  Among  others  present  were: 

Bareness  Pane  Marshal  or  the  RaF 

Sir  Keith  Williamson.  General  su¬ 

it  oger  wheeler.  Sir  Maurice  Drake, 
Dame  Stella  Rlmlngton.  Sir  Thomas 

Risk.  Mr  c  K  Chow,  Mr  Sydney 

Dowse.  Major-General  William  s 

Hinton.  Jr.  Air  Vice-Marshal  p  j 

Handing,  the  Very  Rev  Dr  Wesley 

Carr.  Mr  Robert  Worcester  ana 
members  ot  the  Air  Force  Board. 
Royal  Cottcge  of  General 

Practitioners 

The  Royal  College  of  General 

Practitioners  held  a  dinner  at  St 

John’S  College.  Cambridge,  on 
December  12  in  honour  of  the 

Work!  Health  Organisation  and 

the  World  Organisation  of  Family 

Doctors.  Professor  Denis  ffereira 

Gray  and  Dr  Goran  Sjoncll  spoke. 

Those  present  included: 

Dr  C  Boelen.  Dr  M  Boland,  Dr  P 
Evans.  Dr  B  Keighley.  Dr  Z 
Leo  panda.  Dr  a  Loll.  Dr  L  Newman. 
Professor  FOIeson.  Dr  R  Pend  ns  aod 
Dr  J  Toby. 


Luncheon 

London  Chamber  of  Commerce 
and  Industry 

Miss  Angela  Rippan  was  the  guest 
speaker  at  a  Christmas  luncheon 
of  the  London  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce  and  Industry  held  yesterday 
at  the  Savoy  Hotel.  Sir  Brian 
Jenkins,  president  of  the  chamber, 
was  the  host  Afterwards  a  raffle 
and  auction  was  held  in  aid  of 
Child  Line. 


Church  news 

New  bishops 

The  Rev  Geoffrey  Stephen  Bed  ley, 
a  Residentiary  Canon  at  Durham 
Cathedral  to  be  Suffragan  Bishop 
of  Lancaster  (Diocese  of  Blade- 
bum)  in  succession  to  the  Rev  John 
pack)  Nicholls.  who  has  become 
Bishop  of  Sheffield. 

The  Ven  Michael  Arthur  Hill, 
Archdeacon  of  Berkshire,  to  be 
Suffragan  Bishop  of  Buckingham 
(Diocese  of  Oxford)  in  succession 
to  the  Right  Rev  Cotin  James 
Bennetts,  who  has  become  Bishop 
of  Coventry. 


The  Leverhuhne  Trust 


The  Leverhulme  Trustees  agreed, 
at  their  recent  meeting,  to  award 
toe  following  grants  to  institutions: 

Research:  Economics,  badness 
industrial  relations 
University  of  Nottingham.  Mr  T 
Buck.  Dr  I  Fflaiotritev,  Russian 
companies  with  traded  shares:  cor¬ 
porate  governance  and  strategies, 
£69.020  over  three  years 
Birkbeck  College.  Professor  J  Michie. 
Queen'S  University  of  Belfast,  Dr  M 
Sheehan.  Labour  market  dynamics 
and  innovation,  E4US0  over  three 
years 

University  of  Nottingham,  Professor 
P  Ncwbold,  Professor  A  J  Rayncr. 
Professor  C  T  Ennew,  Dr  S  J 
Ley  bourne.  Econometric  issues  in  the 
analysis  of  efficiency  in  futures  and 
forward  markers.  £22.180  over  L2 
months 

School  of  Oriental  and  African  Stud¬ 
ies.  Ms  S  RuehL  Vietnamese  rural 
credit  innovations  and  implications 
for  womens  credit  access.  11.900 
(eoension) 

University  of  Stirling,  Dr  R  Ball  Dr 
D  King,  Private  finance  initiative: 
economic  and  managerial  impli¬ 
cations.  £53.300  over  two  years 
University  of  Strathclyde.  Professor  R 
MacDonald.  Dtvtsia  and  time  vary¬ 
ing  finanriaj  variables  in  the  UK 
economy.  £24,580  owe r  12  months 
Department  of  Applied  Economics, 
University  of  Cambridge.  Dr  S  N 
Sokannu.  Impact  of  weather  shocks 
on  European  economies  IB7D-WI3. 
£39.020  over  one  and  a  half  years 
National  Institute  of  Economic  and 
Social  Research.  Mr  N  Outran.  The 
productivity  performance  of  the  UK 
electricity  supply  industry.  £87.750 
aver  one  and  a  half  years 

Research:  Law,  politics, 
international  rotations 
University  of  Leicester,  Dr  M  King, 
The  polking  of  public  order  in  "po6t- 
soaalisf  countries:  Hungary  and 
Lithuania.  E2L000  (extension) 
Kingston  University,  Dr  B  Brivati. 
Modernisation  in  die  general  election 
campaigns  rd  the  Labour  Party  since 
1945,  £57.870  over  two  years 
Queen  Elizabeth  House,  University 
rf  Oxford.  Dr  E  V  K  FitzGerald, 
Trends  iruhe  manufacturing  terms  of 
trade  and  tire  developing  countries, 
£27,940  over  12  months  (extension) 

Research:  Sodal  sciences  {Intituling 
arShropology,  geography,  social 
psychology) 

University  of  Stirling,  Dr  F  McLean. 
The  construction  of  national  identity 


in  the  Museum  of  Scotland,  £59,620 
over  two  years 

Queen  Mary  and  Westfield  College. 
Dr  H  Southall.  Mapping  the  chang¬ 
ing  Civil  Parishes  of  England  and 
Wales.  I88J-I974.  £35.980  over  nine 
months 

Research:  Medicine,  health 
King's  College  London.  Dr  M  J 
Lawrence.  Dr  D  J  Bartow.  Navel  lipid 
analogues  for  production  of  lang- 
rirailattng  vesides.  E99.490  over 
three  years 

Research:  Basic  sciences 
University  of  Exeter.  Dr  J  A  Bnwvn, 
Phenotypic  plasticity  cf  stress  sen¬ 
sitivity  in  early  life  stages  of  (urbac. 
£63.670  over  two  yean 
University  of  Wales.  Bangor,  Profes¬ 
sor  R  S  Thorpe.  Dr  A  Malhotra.  Par- 
East  Asian  pit  vipers:  venom 
evolution  and  biodiversity.  £84,350  ■ 
over  three  years 

University  of  Wales  College  of  Car- 
difL  Dr  J  D  Haidegc.  University  of  St 
Andrews,  Dr  M  G  Bentley.  The 
Marine  Bidoekal  Association  of  the 
United  Kingdom.  Dr  A  S  Clare. 
Cbnununjcation  between  the  sexes: 
isolation  of  a  Canale  crab  sex  phero¬ 
mone.  £70620  over  two  and  a  half 
years  . 

University  of  Exeter,  Dr  A  Usher. 
Miffi-Kdvui  magnettxuetry  studies  of 
the  quantum  hall  effects.  £84,830 over 
three  years 

University  of  Nottingham.  Dr  M 
MascaL  The  application  of  hydrogen 
bonding  to  the  control  cf  nanoscale 
structure,  £85,450  over  three  years 
University  of  Yarto  Dr  A  F  Parsons,  A 
radical  approach  to  medicinally  im¬ 
portant  mitomycins,  £27.000  over  12 
months 

fttysical  and  Theoretical  Chemistry 
Laboratory.  University  of  Oxford. 
Professor  J  P  Simons,  professor  J  M 
Brown.  Conformational 
and  charge  separation  in 
bmmolecular  assemblies.  £85.990 
over  three  years 

University  of  Birmingham.  Dr  D 
Hulp.  New  materials  based  on  bo¬ 
ron-nitrogen  heterDaromatic  systems, 
E96.970  over  three  years 
British  Antarctic  Survey,  Dr  I L  Boyd. 
Marine  mammals  and  the  measure¬ 
ment  of  physical 
variability.  £17,490  over  12 1 
University  of  HulL  Professor  G  R 
Carvalho.  Dr  L  Hauser.  Lang-term 
genetic  changes  in  exploited  popula¬ 
tions:  archived  fish  scales. 

E6L960  over  two  years 

Queen’s  University  of  Belfast.  DrCH 

Williams.  The  synthesis  erf  proteins 


with  a  novel  backbone,  using  in  vitro 
translation,  £33.770  over  12  months 
University  of  Essex  Professor  R  J 
Cherry.  University  of  Bristol,  Profes¬ 
sor  JA  Tanner.  Investigation  of  the 
anion  transporter,  bond  1  expressed 
in  yeast.  £37,700  over  one  and  a  half 
years 

University  of  BristoL  Dr  D  B  Wright 
Can  postevent  information  eliminate 
memories  of  the  past*  EM25D  over 
three  years  .  _ 

University  of  Sheffield.  Dr  D  M 
Williams,  DNA^besed  endonucleases 
as  therapeutics.  £86,920  over  three, 
years 

University  of  Edinburgh.  Dr  D 
Qmrieswjrth.  DNA  sequence  di¬ 
versity  in  in-  and  out-breeding 
populations  of  Leavenworth! a. 
£78,780  over  three  years 
Imperial  College  of  Science.  Techno¬ 
logy  and  Medicine.  Dr  G  FrankeL  Si 
Bartholomew's  Hospital  -  Medical 
School  University  cf  London.  Dr  M 
Pallen.  University  of  Birmingham, 
Dr  5  Kmitton.  Hie  EPEC 
adherasome  the  importance  of 
cdled-cdl  interactions.  05,000  over 
i2months 


Research:  Applied 
(indiding  arehjtedure) 

University  College  London.  Dr  S  R 
Arridge,  Ms  J  A  Schnabel. 
IVfultiScafe  Shape  analysis  in  3D 
medical  images.  £49.640  over  two 
years 

University  of  Aberdeen,  Dr  C 
Soulsby.  University  of  Newcastle 
upon  Tyne,  Dr  C  Gibbins,  Hydro- 
logical  disturbance  and  ecologica] 
response  in  headwater  streams. 
£53380  over  two  years 

Research:  Humanities 
University  of  Strathclyde,  Professor  T 
M  Devine.  The  Catholic  Irish  in 
Western  Lowland  Scotland.  1850- 
1920.  £72320  over  three  years 
Royal  Holloway.  Dr  B  Taylor.  A 
study  of  the  enlightenment  attribu¬ 
tion  to  18th  century  feminism.  £69350 
over  three  years 

University  of  Wales  College  of  Car¬ 
diff.  Professor  A  Whittle,  Neolithic 
lifestyles  and  rituals:  mortuary 
assemblages  from  southern  Britain. 
£67.180  over  three  years 
American  University  of  Beirut. 
Professor  H  Seeden.  Beirut:  ancient 
ceramics  and  5Drit>cccnomk  change. 
E99 340 ever  three  years 

Education:  fine  ares 
Royal  College  of  Music.  Mr  P  Hewitt. 
Bursaries  for  the  Junior  Department 
(atm).  £3 1330 aver  two  years 
Tobd  grants:  £2,142390  .  ' 


Forthcoming 

marriages 


MrN-S-G-  Dix 

and  Miss  US.  Berios  ;  "  _ 

The  engagement  is  annouocaJ 
between  NunrtXL  only  son  of.  Mr 
John  Dix.  ofliangybu  Dyfed.  and 
Mis  Anne  Keys,  of  Javea.  Spam., 
and  Fiona,  younger  daughter  « 
Commander  Martyn  Bolus,  of 
Wimbledon,  and  the  tale ;  Mrs 
Elisabeth  Bolus.  ' 

MrY.Hafas 

and  M*ss  FLA.  Spence  , 

Tbe  engagement  is  announced 
between  -Yannis.  son  of  Mr  and 
Mrs  Evangeios  Halas.  of  Athens, 
and  Nicola,  eldest  daughter  cf  Mr 
and  Mrs  Ian  Spence.  rfGuBdford, 
Surrey.. 

Mr  A.R.X  Johnson 

and  Miss  SWl  JE.  Tkeberae  PbBodi . 

The  eogagenmt"  is  annnonced 

btaween.  Richard,  eldest  son  of  Mr 

Anfony  Johnson,  of  The  Old  Hun- . 
died.  Tbonaijon,  Gloucestershire. 
aod  Mrs  Michael  Walt  of  Greens 
Bark.  Towcester,  Northampton-  . 
shire,  and  Sophie-Jane.  daughter 
of  Mr  and.  Mrs  David  Treherae 
Pollock,  of  The  Qiase,  London. 
MrTSJ.  ifadte-JDniiyiow* 
and  Mbs  S3.  Gorsbam  '• 

The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Edward,  son  of  ..Simon 
Packe-Drury-Lowe.  of  Seagrave. 
Leicestershire,  and  Julietta 
Padte-Dnuy-Lowe,  of  Fulhaxn. 
London,  arid  Juliet  eldest  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Mr  and  Mis  John  Cursham, 

of  East  Leake.  Leicestershire.; ' 

Mr  MJ.  Pinto  - 
and  Miss  A.H.  Higgins 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Matthew,  son  of  Mr  and.. 
Mrs  Salvatore  Pinto,  of  Maiden-, 
head.  Berkshire,  and  Alison,  eldesr 
daughter  of  Mr  and  Mrs  Simon  * 
Higgins^ of  Hutton.  Essex.  - 


.Mrar-C9*«* 

and  Miss  S.  Dams 
The  engaE*TOgnt  K  announced 
between  Heni>-.  3™lger  ton  of 
Mr  Jack  Sykes,  of  Bgkion  Manor. 
Pbrdingbridge.  and  M«  James 
Dawson,  of  Iweme  Stapleton. 
Dorset,  and  Samantha,  daughter 
of  Mr  Cfed  Davies,  of  Romsey.  atri 
Mrs  Gtfito  Davies,  of  The  Bam.. 
Whiteparish. 

Mr  NJ-P-  Wiggte 
and  Miss  S  J.  Moisey  _ 

The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Nidsolas.  son  of  A*  fate 
Mr  and  Mrs  D.M.  Wiggins,  of 
Addertnny.  Orfonkhilft  md 
Sarah,  youngest  daughter  of  Mr 
.and  Mrs  C.U.  Moisey.  oC-Btfh, 

Somerset.  =!  - 

M  r  T.E.T.  Worloek 
and  Miss  HJ-  Measures  .  . 

The  engagement  is  annooriced 
between  Timothy:  only  son  tf  Dr 
and  the  Hon  Mrs  EC  Warlock,  ol 
Fladbury.  Worcestershire,  and 
"Jennifer,  youngest  daugheruf  Mr 
and  Mrs  RJS.  Measures,  of 
Shutford,  Oxfordshire. 

Mr  JJCKS.  Young  :  r 

and  Miss  A-F-  LangwiB 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  James,  younger  sojurfMr 
and  Mis  J.S.  Young,  of  Bourne¬ 
mouth.  arid  Alison,  daughter  of 
Mr  and  Mrs  A.R.  LangwiD.  of 
BanooL  Cooma.  NSW.  Australia. 

Marriage 

Mr  AJ.  Gibbs 

and  the  Hon  Mis  MeyneB 

The  marriage  cook  place  on 
Wednesday.  December  17. 1997.  in 
"London,  between  Julian  Gibbs  and: 
Alexandra  MeynetL 


How  Roman  Yorkshire 
kept  up  with  the  Jonuses 

By  Norman  Hammond,  archaeology  correspondent 


ROMAN  Yorkshiremen  could 
be  as  socially  ambitious  as 
some  of  their  modem  succes¬ 
sors.  a  recent  discovery  sug¬ 
gests.  Some  16  centuries  ago,  a 
local  homeowner  added  a 
stone  bath-house  to  his  tim¬ 
ber-framed  ~  dwelling  —  the 
equivalent,  perhaps,  of 
putting  a  Jacuzzi  extension  on 
to  a  terraced  cottage  today. 

.  "This  is  a.  local  attempt  to 
appear  more  civilised  than 
your  neighbours,”  said  Dr 
Jeremy  Taylor  of  Durham 
University.  “Without  the  bath¬ 
house,  die  building  is  very 
similar  to  others  near  by”. 

The  find  came  during  exca¬ 
vation  of  an  bon  Age  settle¬ 
ment  at  Hayton.  in  East 
Yorkshire,  where  die  British 
inhabitants  gradually  came  to 
accept  Reman  culture.  Glass 
vessels, 'pottery  and  brooches 
were  brought  in.  but  for  more 
than  a  century  after:  die 
Roman  Conquest  the  inhabit¬ 
ants  continued  to  bufid  their 
traditional  round  houses.  - 

Then  somebody  put  up  a 


rectangular  timber-framed' 
house  in  the  Roman  . style,’ 
although  it  is  not  dear  wheth¬ 
er  Jt  stood  in  a  village  or  alone 
*Tn  those  days,  getting  ahead 
seems  to  have  involved  show¬ 
ing  that  you  were  more 
Romanised  than  your  neigh¬ 
bour”,  the  journal  British 
Ardioeology  comments. 

Ambition  dearly  descended 
in  the  family,  because  around 
AD  300  the  then  owner  "did  a 
strange  thing  —  he  built  h  tiny 
stone  bath-house  on  to  die  end . 
of  his  timber,  home,"  some¬ 
thing  which  Dr  Taylor  noted 
as  particularly  unusual.  It  was 
also  "a  particularly  gaudy 
building”,  he  said:  although 
the  rooms  were:  only.  6ft 
square,  they  were  decorated 
with  .  crudely  painted  wail . 
plaster,  and  the  white  chalk  of 
tiie  exterior  walls  “would  have 
stood  .out  noticeably  in  the 
landscape"1.  -  ”  ‘  *“’. 

If  you  hadl  ft  in  those  days. ' 
you  dearly  wanted  to  flaunt  it 
keeping  up  wkh  the  Jonuses 
was  a  serious  business. 


Receptions 


HM  Government 
Mrs  Margaret  Beckett.  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade,  was  the  host 
at  a  reception  given  by  Her 
Majesty's  Government  at  Lan¬ 
caster  House  yesterday  in  recog¬ 
nition  (if  the  services  of  toe  Export 
Promoters. 

English  Speaking  Union 
A  reception  was  held  last  night  at 
Dartmouth  House  after  the  an¬ 
nual  Christinas  Carol  concert.  Mr 
Ralph  Allwood,  Precentor  of  Eton 
College,  directed  the  Rodolfos  Oc¬ 
tet  and  Mr  Robert  Cohen,  cello. 
Mis  E.  Norraan-Butler.  chairman 
of  the  English-Speaking  Unions 
Cultural  Affairs  Committee,  pre¬ 
sided,  and  received  the  guests  with 
Mis  Valerie  MitdtelL  director 
generaL 


Latest  wills 

Charles  James  Lucas,  of 
Horsham.  West  Sussex,  left  estate 
valued  at  E2.099.963  net.  - 
Sylvia  Rose  Effis.  of  Canford 
Clifts.  Poole,  Dorset,  left  estate 
valued  at  0.002588  net 


Anniversaries 

BIRTHS:  Charles  W«fey. 
preacher  and  hymn  writer.. 
Epworth,  Lincolnshire.  1707;  Jo¬ 
seph  Grimaldi,  down.  London, 
1779;  Heaor  Hugo  Munro  fSakiV 
writer.  Akyah.  Burma,  1870:  Sir 
Joseph  John  Thomson,  physicist, 
Nobel  laureate  1906,  Manchester, 
1856;  Francis  Thompson,  poet 
Preston.  1859;  Paul  Klee,  painter, 
Berne.  1879;  Betty  Grable,  actress. 
Si  Louis.  Missouri.  1916:  Prince 
WQfiam  of  Gloucester,  Barnet. 
Hertfordshire,  1941. 

DEATHS:  Antonio  Stradivari,  vi¬ 
olin  maker,  Cremona.  Italy,  1737;  ’ 
Alexander  Adam,  educator.  Edin¬ 
burgh.  1809;  Jean  Baptiste  de 
Lamarck,  naturalist.  Paris,  ;1829^, 
Samuel  Rogers,  poet,  London.  . 
18%  Sir  Richard  Owen,  biologist, 
Newtown,  .  Priwys,  1858;  Sir  John  * 
Aicodc.  aviator,  killed  in  an  air* 
crash,  Gotfeward.  France,  19W- 
Rotiert  lyre  (Bobby)  Jones,  golfer, . 
Atlanta,  Georgia,  1971. 

America  officially  abolished.slav- 
ety  with  the  ratification  of  the  13th 
Amendment.  1865. 

PBtdown  Man  was  discovered  by. 
Charles  Dawson,  Sussex.  1912. 


BMDS:  0171  680  6880 
PRIVATE:  0171  481  4000 


PERSONAL  COLUMN 


TRADE:  0171  481  1982 
FAX:  0171.481  9313 


■**  dwnm  ib«  path  of 

tthfotoMs;  I  hm  m*  roar 

otti  Man  ge  I  hold 

it  u>  som  tustraetSanj 

id,  do  nor  In  m*  b*  par  lo 

~  ‘  ,  IIP  :  3031 


BIRTHS 


AMBLER  -  IB  IfelbOtLrna, 
AiimUt,  on  Daccmber 
13  th,  to  Tiffany  (nrfe 
HcNab)  and  Jonathan,  a 
dm0htM>  India  Franc**. 

— IT.lhDawtor  ISth, 
to  Alloa  (ala  HfcChfcigO  and 
Hlcbaol.  a  baaatffnl  ton. 
WDtan  Georg*. 

CARTER  -  Saa  Sewwoft. 

OAHWfcll  -  Op  Dace«nba«  15th 
u  tha  American  Hotpltal. 
Dubai,  to  Amanda  (tia 
faajrsonJ  and  Francis,  a 
daughux;  MaUtta  Bnttr- 

HASLAM  -  On  Docimbar  12  (h 
no  Jane  (s4«  BrotlrwowO  and 
tv— a  ill  ugh  tar.  Sister 
to  Chaxtotta. 

LEMMON  -  On  Sacsmbai  13tb 
to  Emma  (n 6a  hanfl  and 
Simon,  a  daughter.  India 
ai«w  Han.  ■  to  Bmf, 
Ftaddla  and  WUHbbl 

LttTBt  -  On  Dtanabtr  14th  at 
Thu  Portland  Hospital  lo 
Balfeo  and  Joseph,  a 
baauttfnl  daagbter  Aim 4a 
Ayaka.  Bom  9{an- 7Hh  12am. 

MARLBOROUGH  On 

Dscemhar  11th  *t  Tha 
taxffe&d  Hospital  to  Eve  and 
DbtM.  »  *n,  Woholss  Baas. 

OUHiflWMW  -  On  Tetsday 
November  25th  1 997,  to 
Sarah  and  Michael,  • 
daughter  Kata  EJlMbath 
SyW *,  a  sister  tor  Sophie, 
Qawtba,  Items. 

PMLUFS- On  Dscsmbar  6th  at 
The  Portland  Hospital  CO 
Sara  Cnte  Gordon}  and 
1  a  danghw,  Imogen 


BIRTHS 


SCOWCAOFT  -  On  Tuesday 
16th  December  1997,  a  son, 
for  Jamas  and  Sara,  Jody 
Bobert  at  West  Suffolk 
Hospital,  Btoy  St  Bdmtmds 
ami  r  -  on  December  llth  at 
Tha  Portland  Hospital  to 
Hayley  (afc  Bemnd)  and 
JaimKhant  a  tbagfatar  Jtfntmi 
Jss mtns,  a  slater  toe  lack. 


DIAMOND 

ANNIVERSARIES 


FLOBAMC&eaODALL  -  On 
December  18th,  1937,  at 
Yntaley  Perish  Chuab, 
BomiM  to  Wtttl  in 

North  Chdbnry, 


ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 


Tha  family  of 

lata  Bobset  Llnaley  would 

Uhe  to  «*■«*  all  bis 

and  coQoaraos  who  bare 


DEATHS 


ly  In 

hospital  on  Dscsmbar  15th 
1997  EdmanaCTad)  aged  83 
]«sb  beloved  heaband  of 
Bttth.  Service  at  St  Thaamrfs 
OrakfeAnatrarfaica 
Tuesday  Dacambar  23rd  at 
llamfolkniadbyqmwatto 
at  Park  Cremaiorinm 
Lytham.  Donations  to  C«nc«r 
Rm  latch  cfo  J  «r  A  Portae, 
Windsor  Road,  Ansdell. 
LyttUB  $L  FIB 

1AB  Tat  01253  735423. 


DEATHS 


CALZADA  -  Suddenly  on 

December  13th  Eafael 
beloved  hnaband  of  tha  lata 

"Ilm".  BavIBbi  greatly 

mlsasrl  by  his  sister^ndsw 

amy  Butter  Madden  and  by 

Us 


In  this 


try  and  all  1 

mends  In  Spain  and 

Argentina.  The  funeral  vdD 

taka  place  at  Crown  hill 


Gmmatortom  Milam  heynas 

an  Monday  22nd  Pscwabar 

at  1230  pm-  fhrnUy  fioirara 
only,  donations  If  dasirad  tor 
Willon  Hospice  or 
Ibcrnfflan  Mgrytap  Fond  via 

Fane  rat  Directors  H  w 

Mason  ft  Sons.  9  HWi  Street. 

Newport  Pagsell  KU  SAL 

DUun-DLlltn  fusiiisiTi  of 

'  died  peacafoUy 


Hanor  aged  99  vaam. 

loved  mother  of  Ml 

Anne  and  Christopher. 

Widow  of  the  Into  Dr. 

Lawrence  Dnlaks.  A  very 

speelal  lady.  The  funeral  will 

take  place  at  dm  Smmy  and 

Sasssx  Crematorium 
CWonh)  on  23rd  December 

at  1130  am.  FmaUy  flowers 

r.  fnwhwi  If  ikadml  to 


17th  December  1997  of  (Han 

Conwy,  So  died  Manager 

MMlanrt  Bank,  Xbos-oaa-Sea, 

paaeefnlly  after  a  abort 

Uhiesa.  Belovad  iHteband  of 

the  lata  Joanns  (pirn  KayY 
Eternal  smvfM  at  St  Ebteds 

Church.  Gian  Conwy  on 

Taasday  23rd  December 

1997  at  IDO  pan.  FamHy 

Bowers  only;  derations  for 

Epilepsy  BossMch  may  be 

Sent  to  A  C  Lambert  ft  Son 

runeisl  DliectOM.  69,  Conwy 

Bead,  Uandndno  Junction. 

LL31  9LT  TeUC01492) 
59343a 


HOfttM  -  Beryl  Kan  SkhrrtL 
Suddenly  on  Saturday 
Pscambiir  13th.  Foneral  on 

Friday  December  1 9th  at 

Putney  Vale  Cemetery. 

Rowers  end  enquiries  to  Z  A 

Godfrey,  7  Station  Parade, 


8W12.  Tab  0101  673  8719. 


HUGHES  -  Fronde,  OBB. 
Feacefuily  on  16th 


loved  father  of  

Lynette,  Wendy  and 

Melmte  ana  DbtU  and  tha 

le«e  Ifchntae.  fecial  Ope  of 

Natali.  Maltena.  Michael. 

Penny  and  Kl— hsrtey.  Emma 

and  Alar.  Twin  brother  at 

John.  Foneal  at  The  Cbureh 

of  the  Sacred  Heart, 
Whdhurvt,  Tueeet  an  20th 

Qocember  1230pm  and 

afterwards  at  home. 
Wadbuzst.  Family  flowers 

only.  Donations  to  loyal 

Maxsdan  BospHal,  Sunoa  or 


-  Peaoa/ufir  «*  Mm* 

on  December  15  th.  Kate  Cafe 

OadoO  after  a  long  masse 

home  wish  Indomitable 

spfrtL  Dsarty  lovad  wtfs  of 

Wgd  and  de  ioted  ante  of 

OUvte.  Emily  and  Mall  its 

Private  Foneral  Service. 

Family  flowers  only. 
Donations,  If  desired,  to 
imperial  Cancer  Base  arch 
Fund  c/e  Peter  Taylor 

Fteernl  Sevvfcas,  Station 

Bead,  Boh.  Norfolk.  KB25 

6BSl  A  Mammtel  Sarelra  vrin 
be  held  at  Chusbamt  School 
Chapel,  Holt.  Norfolk  on 
Saturday  January  lOth  at 
1130  in 


IMCOUI  -  E.  Bztea  &L.  son  of 


suddenly  and  peacefully! 

home  on  December  16th 

1997,  fieisirly  of  ITnUertiHl 

load.  Clse  don  Vtoege, 
Saatatei,  Tyne  and ' 

Faneml  Service  to  be  held  « 

St  HOdat  Church.  Meeker 

Place,  South  Shields  on 

Moods  ~  - 

1245 


X 


followad  by 

No  flowers 

if  desired 

to  the  Sail  Training 
Association  RonhumbtU, 

cto  peter  HaD.  2 

Newcastl 


jtraead, 

■MBH1LLS  -  Peacefully  at 
hen  after  a  crate  fUases 
bravely  horns  Austin 
Merrills  Offi,  Tyntughame. 
Belovad  husband  of  Daphne, 

loved  and  loving  tether  of 


of  tab*,  James,  Stephan  and 
Satis.  A  Thanks  si  vlng 
Service  will  be  held  la 
Pres  tonkin  Church.  Bast 
Unton  on  Saturday  20th 
December  at  12  noon  to 
which  nil  friends  art 
respectfully  lu  tired.  Sezzdlhr 
flowers  only  please,  but 
donation  If  wished  in  Marie 
Curie  Cancer  Ora 

HgTIBUMIIMHJUMW  - 
Dorothy  passed  away 
-  peacefully  on  16th 
Dacambar.  1997  igM  86 
years.  Much  loved  and 

devoted  wife  of  Prank. 

Sente  and  cremation  at 

tentoed  Hm  Huttln^rmi  on 

Friday  19th  Daesabar  at 

11  DO  am.  Rowers  may  bo 

erat  to  A.  W.  Lima,  ftobtn 

Hood  Honso.  Nottingham. 

Tot  0115  9505  875. 


MILLER  -  Charles  Antony 

CTony)  Miller  HAL  Died 

prars folly  tn 

15th  Deceiahs 

93  veers,  l  of 


7th 

1998  at  230pm. 

if  wished  for  The  Parish 

Church  Ball  Restoration 

Appeal  and  The  British  had 

Cruse  Society.  Donations  sad 

enquiries  to  Dodpsoa's 

Funeral  Service,  26 


Tel:  hauisford  CO 1565) 
634261. 


MILWARD  -  Francis  John 
retired  Surgeon  died 
peacefully  at  home  Oh 
Monday  December  15th 
1997  ased  94.  Much  loved 
by  Ms  wife  JteowT.  Ms 
three  cfcUdreu  Timothy, 
Vteassa  sad  Frances  and  hte 

•SX  itaimre  fel  lHilhl 

Sarvfeo  and  buzlal  ax  Batiow 

fc»wi  nwi  mi  nonafay 

Dscetnber  22nd  at  200  nan 

Any  uaQuhtes  to  Bsttexsteya 

Funeral  Dincton  Tab 
01246  232820. 


brave  fl(pK  _ 

Mute  loved  bsoebar  to  Fat 

end  Anne,  and  a  devoted 

Uncle  and  .  Godfather, 

Atttodtd  Coferrill*  It 

College  Cambridge,  late 

ipal  of  High  Trees 


id  the 

of  Tewkesbury  Boepttui  end 
‘  ihaxy  Abbey. 

will  be  bn 


tosbury  Abbey 

December  22ml 


22ml  at 

130pm.  PoDowsd  by  prtrate 

cremation.  Family  flowers 

only  please,  doaaHnna  If 

desired  to  be  shored 


Tewkesbury 
Hospital  and  Tewkesbury 

Abbey  should  be  vent  to 

tetWB  J  IT— tend  Item al 

Direct  ora,  1  High  Stmt, 

Tewkesbury, 
(ftnctenmi  020  raw 
TU.  01684  297376. 


OXLBT- Doothy,  suddraly  but 
aeacefally  on  Friday 
December  12tb  1997.  ut 

yinchester  Hospital  sged 

32.  Loving  wife  of  tha  tee. 
Colonel  Malcolm  Oxley. 
Beqniem  Ifaaa  at  the  it. 
Cbrate  of  Christ  the  Xhtg, 
Lords  Craft,  London  Roer^ 

Amesbury,  Wiltshire,  on 

-  '  at  230  pm. 


rtKVmt  -  Dtete  ZUsn  Cede 

BaddeleyJ  on  Docramber 

16th,  oged  91, 


mute  loved  moth— of 

and  Bogerand  uranda 

Of  Emma,  Katie,  Charles, 

Christopher  and  Richard. 

Funeral  a  write  930  am  on 
Tuesday  Dvvrtwr  Mdi  at 


Tay- 

If  desired,  donations 

lternabaa*  Church  rear' be 

sent  c/o  RtMnadt  So— , 

112  Zpewleb 
Colchester  CO*  4AA. 


MUWUOU  -  H.  Mebaid.  on 

-  16te  Ornate  1997,  agod 

84  years.  Formerly  of 
Strawberry  '  Hill, 

Twickenham,  founder  of 

Redwood  ft  Feller  TJmtwd. 

Beloved  husband  of 
Kathleen,  father  of 
Franceses  red  father-io-tew 

of  Geoff  and  grandfather  of 

Georgs  and  Hisiln.  Tmiarel 

Tuesday  23H  Dscamber  at 

830  pa.  Family  flowers 

only,  but  donations,  if 
desired  to  The  Wisdom 


R.  Stefa  ft.  Sons,  1 
Teh  013 


SUTTON  »  Robert  William 
Sn“»»  ,CB.  OBE.  Died 
peacefully  at  borne  in 


TNOMSSTt  -  On  December 

16th  at  MHkahem 


widow  of  Frank  and  mother 

of  Alan  sad  Site.  Service  at 

3-OOpm  on  -  Monday 
December  22nd  at  St 

.Leonard's.  XtniL.hmlly 

flowers  only,  but  donetkiDS 

if  desired  to~  Friends  of 

MeDcsbam  Hospital  c/o 

Arthur  w  Mays  Funeral 

Director  82-WUrrali 

Rood,  Wtetbiay,  MBts. 


■ter 


_ 

On  16th  December, 


aged  93.  Wife  of  the  late 
tem  aeteof  Ann  and 
Keith,  grandmother  of 
Robert.  Jonathan,  Jessie, 

teDtam  and  tha  Jam  Tom 

end  great-grendmotlMr  of 
Matthew,  Helen,  lam, 
Joseph  Geo^fa,  fswra  rad 

Lacy.  Information  «  to 

renmnl  anagaam  tacm  R 

ft  H  Barker  (Iftseral 
Directors!.  Didcot.  Tel: 


13th  k  Motee^  the'  dre-'tf 
morinc  to  a  new  hma.  — f  - 
fared  father  of  Yhrien^SS 
and  Ucfaard.  Funeral  Service 
■at  Randalls  Parte 
yaikitoaiia,  LtaQtdStML 

yoinn  only  puntj 
if  dosfaad  u»  the 
impaxlal  Cancer  Be.Tarre 

OOP.  T^J'o'i^i  fw* 


MEMORIAL  SERVICES 


'■MPM1I  -  S3r  CoUn.  Three 

Win  bee  Memorial  Service  to 

caltente  the  Ufa  of  Bfa  CoUn 

Campbell  BL  MC  at  12 
o’clock  on  Friday  16th 
‘  “  1998  at  Dunblane 


THANKSGIVING 

SERVICES 


•MJOHR  OOwaOM  KCMG  -  A 
rendce  of  thankagtrlng  wfll 
be  hold  at  llJo  am  on 
Saturday  January  17th  at 


IN  MEMORlAM — 
PRIVATE 


"•TOHB  .  Prank  18tt 

Dacambar  1996. 

Remembered  by  all  his 

nOy. 


WANTED 


Am 


PSKL  AH 

MeTiSa 


flatshase 


cat  iv7Q>  -.vmfmiiniwi.  om_ i 
■■gdBswn-swiiwrl 
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RUDOLF  BAHRO 


Rudolf  Bahro.  Marxist 
intellectual  and 
environmental 
campaigner,  died  on 
December  5  from 
leukaemia  aged  62.  He 
yas  born  on  November 
W.HB5. 

.»  ■  ^  udolf  Bahro  was  a 
j  brave  and  original 
thinker  who  forsook 
JL.  ^.his  early  roots  in  the 
Communist  Party  to  become 
one  of  the  most  effective  critics 
of  the  East  Germ  an  regime. 
His  writings  had  a  profound 
influence  on  the  development 
Of  dissident  thought  in  that 
country,  and  he  was  largely 
■  responsible  for  creating  the 
nexus  of  environmentalism 
and  political  protest  in  the 
German  Democratic  Republic 
which  characterised  the  final 
phase  of  internal  opposition  to 
one-party  rule. 

Bom  in  Silesia  and  brought 
up  in  rural  East  Germany. 
Bahro  became  a  member  of 
the  Socialist  Unity  Party  at  the 
age  of  19.  He  studied  philoso¬ 
phy  (effectively  meaning 
Marxism-Leninism)  at  the 
Humboldt  University  in  East 
.  Berlin,  tail  his  doctoral  disser- 
frf  tation  on  worker  incentives  in 
state-owned  enterprises  was 
rejected  as  too  critical. 

In  1959.  fired  by  a  campaign 
to  move  intellectuals  into  the 
countryside,  he  moved  to  Neu- 
brandenburg.  where  he  edited 
a  local  newspaper,  before  re¬ 
turning  to  East  Berlin  in  1962 
as  a  trade  union  functionary 
and  then  as  deputy  editor  of  a 
party  newspaper  for  young  in¬ 
tellectuals.  It  was  here  tint  he 
had  his  first  serious  brush 
with  authority,  when  he  pub¬ 
lished  an  uncensored  extract 
from  a- play  by  the  challenging 
dramatist  Volker  Braun  and 

fwas  promptly  sacked  from  the 
editorial  team. 

But  he  dung  doggedly  to  the  . 
Socialist  Unity  Party  (later,  he 
would  describe  his  devotion  as 
a  substitute  for  maternal  love). 
His  approach  to  the  party  and 
its  doctrine  during  this  period 
was  that  of  the  postwar  gpiier- 
ation  of  Mandst-Lerunists 
who  believed  that  it.  was 
inefficiencies  and  immaturi¬ 
ties  in  socialist  economics, 
rather  than  the  ideology  itself, 
that  were  blighting  stale 
sodalism. 

Having  established  himself 
as  a  key  manager  in  a  rubber 
combine,  he  wrote  to  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Secretary.  Walter  UI- 
bricht,  appealing  for  more 
flexibility  in  the  planned  econ¬ 
omy  and  called  on  die  leader¬ 
ship  to  follow  the  looser 
Yugoslav  economic  modeL 
•  This  brought  him  a  verbal 
warning  from  the  paityV 
disciplinarians. 

His  doubts  about  the  system 
grew  with  the  1968  repression 
of  the  Prague  uprising,  bur  he 


Bahro,  left,  at  an  emergency  congress  of  the  East  German  Communist  Party  in  East  Berlin  in  December  1989 


had  learnt  not  to  waste  his 
efforts  in  hopeless  battles  with 
authority,  so  he  worked  secret¬ 
ly  for  the  next  few  years  on  his 
first  and  most  important  book. 
The  Alternative :  A  Criticism 
of  Sodalism  as  it  Really 
Exists. 

The  very  title  of  this  book, 
which  appeared  in  the  West  in 
1977,  was  a  direct  attack  on  the 
Communist  Party's  daim  to 
have  created  “really  existing 
sodalism”  in  East  Gennany. 
The  substance  was  an  excori¬ 
ating  attack  op  the  Commu¬ 
nist  Party's  •  rule  as  a 
“pobtbureaucractic  dictator¬ 
ship”,  and  it  was  the  more 
threatening  to  the  authorities 
for  being  written  from  a 
Hegelian-Marxian  point  of 
view.  Bahro  called  for  an  end 
to  the  Communist  Party's 
monolithic  power  and  for  a 
revival  of  the  “Third  Way". 

The  Alternative  was  an  im¬ 
portant  early  contribution  to 
Germany's  environmental- de¬ 
bate.  It  forged  the  link  — 
which  .remains  powerful  to 
this  day_—  between  conserva- 
tianjuKfthe  neo-Marxist  belief 
that  mankind  is  doomed  un¬ 
less  it  undertake  a  “com¬ 
plete  revolution  m  the  way 
we  five".  Bahro  preached  a 
new  approach  to  work,  family 
fife  and  political  responsi¬ 
bility;  calling  for  hierarchical 
social  and  political  structures 
to  be  replaced  by  “grassroots 
democracy-.  • 

Coming  one  year  after  the 
forced  exile  of  the  songwriter 


Wolf  Biermann.  the  book  was 
a  second  major  test  for  Erich 
Honecker.  who  had  replaced 
Ulbricfat  as  leader  in  1971. 
promising  to  liberalise  the 
intellectual  climate.  Once 
again,  however,  tire  regime 
chose  to  stifle  protest. 

Bahro  was  arrested  for 
“passing  damaging  informa¬ 
tion  to  an  enemy  power-  and 
fix-  breaches  of  secrecy — char¬ 
ges  which  enabled  the  public 
prosecutor  to  sentence  him  to 
eight  years,  in  jaif.  Later  it 
emerged  that  his  then  wife  had 
informed  the  secret  police 
about  his  activities  and  that 
the  Staatsicherheit  had 
known  fix’  some  time  of  his 
intention  to  publish  the  book 
but  had  wailed  to  gather  the 
most-  damaging  charges 
against  him.  He  was  incarcer¬ 
ated  in  the  notorious  Bautzen 
jail,  and  all  discussion  of  his 
works  was  banned. 

Western  protests  ensured 
that  he  was  freed  a  year  later 
in  one  of  Hanecker’s  periodic 
amnesties  for  political  prison¬ 
ers.  His  lawyer  throughout 
this  period  was  Gregor  Gysi, 
who  now  heads  the  Party  of 
Democratic  Socialism,  succes¬ 
sor  to  the  Communist  Party. 
After  the  collapse  of  East 
Gennany,  when  Gysi  was 
accused  of  passing  informa¬ 
tion  on  his  defendants' cases  to 
the  secret  police.  Bahro  robust¬ 
ly  defended  him  and  com¬ 
plained  that  the  new  Gennany 
was  practising  “victor's,  ji 
lice"  against  the  old 


Germany,  and  failing  to  un¬ 
derstand  that  country's  past 

Bahro  settled  in  West  Germ¬ 
any.  where  he  wrote  hopeful 
articles  about  the  imminent 
“schismatic  split  in  the  Marx¬ 
ist  state  religion".  To  his 
disappointment,  that  schism 
never  materialised:  the  ideolo¬ 
gy  of  the  East  German  Com¬ 
munist  Party  was  not  review¬ 
ed  until  the  entire  state  edifice 
came  crashing  down  with  the 
Berlin  Wall  in  1989. 

Life  in  the  West  proved 
difficult  for  Bahro.  He  never 
ceased  to  have  doubts  about 
capitalism,  and  described  the 
West  as  a  “hollow,  golden 
nut”.  In  1979  he  was  one  of  the 
co-founders  of  the  Green  Par¬ 
ty,  and  he  sat  an  its  executive 
council  until  1985,  when  he 
left,  saying  that  the  party  was 
not  radical  enough.  He  turned 
his  ire  on  ’ the  Greens  in  The 
Logic  of  Deliverance:  Who 
Can  Stop  the  Apocalypse?, 
which  accused  -  his  former 
comrades  of  being  “almost . 
more  harmful  than  useful  — 
capitalism  invented  -them  to 
mbke  itself  look  more 
discerning-. 

His  rejection  of  capitalism 
took  on  an  increasingly  mysti¬ 
cal  air.  and  in  the  early  1980s 
he  became  a  follower  of  the 
Bhagwan.  settling  into  a  con¬ 
templative  life  with  other  sin¬ 
gle-minded  vegetarian  envir¬ 
onmentalists  in  a  commune  in 
the  Eifel  mountains. 

The  fall  of  the  Wall  reawak¬ 
ened  his  interest  in  the  fete  of 


the  tottering  East  Germany. 
He  returned  to  East  Berlin 
(where  he  was  finally  rehabili¬ 
tated  by  the  Communist  Par¬ 
ty).  His  old  university,  the 
Humboldt  offered  him  a  post 
as  head  of  a  specially  created 
institute  for  social  ecology.  He 
interpreted  this  rather  eccen¬ 
trically,  calling  an  environ¬ 
mentalists  to  form  secret  cells 
in  order  to  fight  capitalism 
when  revolutionary  conditions 
next  presented  themselves. 
Bahro  never  lost  his  instinct 
for  the  provocative  word  or 
compelling  gesture,  endearing 
him  to  many  who  did  not 
share  his  views. 

A  diagnosis  of  leukaemia  in 
1995  meant  he  had  o  undergo 
chemotherapy,  after  which  he 
withdrew  to  the  isolated 
Uckermark  and  lived  a  spar¬ 
tan  existence  in  a  caravan, 
listening  to  Beethoven  and 
Schubert  and  immersing  him¬ 
self  in  the  literature  of  Ger¬ 
man  Romanticism.  With  his 
intensity,  spirituality,  sponta¬ 
neity  and  closeness  to  nature, 
he  was  in  his  way  a  model  of 
the  romantic  hero.  During  his 
long  final  illness  he  received 
students,  friends  and  admirers 
in  his  hospital  roam,  where  he 
conducted  informal  seminars. 

His  personal  life  was 
touched  by  tragedy.  His  sec¬ 
ond  wife  Beatrice  committed 
suicide  in  1993.  He  is  survived 
by  two  daughters  and  a  son 
from  his  first  marriage  and 
another  daughter  from  his 
second. 


BARRY  BROOK 


Barry  Brook.  American 
musicologist  died  in  New 
York  on  December  6 
aged  79.  He  was  born  on 
November  L 1918. 

BARRY  BROOK  was  a  lead¬ 
ing  figure  in  American  and 
world  musicology.  Among  his 
’“monuments  are  the  many 
volumes  of  tire.  Repertoire 
International  de  Utterature 
Musi  cafe  (die  international, 
annotated  bibliography  of 
scholarly  writings  about 
music);  the  Repertoire  Inter¬ 
national  d'Iconographie  Mu¬ 
sicals  and.  still  to  appear,  the 
huge  The  Universe  of  Music  A 
History,  which  he  organised 


and  .  edited.  A  first  volume, 
dealing  with  the  music  of 
Latin  America,  is  due  next 
year,  published  by  tire  Smith¬ 
sonian  Institution.  “Man  and 
his  Music"  .and  “The  Music  of 
Mankind"  were  working  titles 


correctness  eventually  ban¬ 
ished  the  syllable  “man"  from 
the  title  as  a  condition  of 
public  subsidy. 

Barry  Brook  was  born  and 
brought  up  in  New  York.  He 
gained  his  bachelor's  degree 
0939)  at  the  City  College  of 
New  York  and  his  master’s  at 
Columbia  University  (l942)- 
During  the  Second  World 
War  he  was  a  captain  in  the 


United  States  Air  Force,  sta¬ 
tioned  in  England,  navigating 
over  Germany,  and  was 
awarded  the  DPC. 

From  1945  he  taught  at 
Queen'S  College,  and  in  1967 
founded  the  doctoral  pro¬ 
gramme  at  the  City  University 
of  New  York,  where  he  contin¬ 
ued  to  teach  generations  of 
subsequently  important  schol¬ 
ars  until  his  retirement  in 
1989.  “Retirement"  was  but 
nominal:  until  nearly  the  end 
he  remained  a  lively,  eager 
force  in  his  special  fields. 

The  West  Side  apartment  of 
Brooks  and  his  wife  Claire  (a 
Nadia  Boulanger  pupil,  then 
tire  music  editor  of  Norton, 


America’s  leading  publisher  of 
books  about  music)  was  a 
salon  where  composers, 
musicologists,  performers, 
painters,  writers,  and  critics 
met,  in  tall  rooms  where 
contemporary  art  mingled 
with  old  prints,  exotic  ethnic 
instruments,  and  a  vast  musi¬ 
cal  librapL  Other  unexpected 
juxtapositions  —  Elliott  Carter 
and  Ned  Rorem,  Leonard 
Bernstein  and  Peter  Maxwell 
Davies  —  might  strike  sparks 
but  not,  amid  so  warm  a 
welcome,  sparks  of  hostility. 
The  apartment  became  a  New 
York  home  for  many  visiting 
scholars,  composers  and 
performers. 
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TICKETS  FOR  SALE 


ICTUS  fa. 

SUSSES"" 


«! 


TICKETS  | 

Five  Nations  Rugby  : 

P  1  Grand  Prixs  | 
WnnHedoaDebs  j 

World  Cm  France^  : 
OflGfcoa  phantom;  ; 

lordopteebdance  ; 

RIVERDANCE  J 

OASIS,  ’  5 

All  pop  and  Weft  Bod  a 

fhrgac  | 

0171 3294480  S 

Span  ticket  ipedsnst  . 
OBBhlM 


*  OASIS 

Rugfays  Nations, 
France  *98,  Phantom, 
Lee  life  CMcse* 
tJohn.PCofflne, 

«pop 


01714884414 


— -flfcy  0171  *5)  *183 

ALLTWacm.  Wf.  «? 


FOR  SALE 


gfasflM? 


.  mi  •«.  mm  * 
CM  «40X  OHM 


can 

HBMt 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 


“A  CHRISTMAS  MESSAGE" 

Start  the  Festive  Season  in  The  Times 
on  22nd  December  1997  by  sending  colleagues, 
clients,  friends,  family  and  loved  ones  that 
Special  Christmas  Greeting  and  Happiness  for 
the  New  Year. 


Forfurtkerbrformation 
or  to  mem  your  space 
please  telephone 
01714811982 
or  Fax:  0171 481 9313. 


COURT  &  SOCIAL 

FORTHCOMING  MARRIAGES  AND  MARRIAGES 

Ow  tto  ChrMuiM  period 
.  the  feBowtogdead&Kwfll  apply; 

ABnotkq  to  appeardu- 

Taeatoy  Drwpidrr  23ri,  Wednesday  December  24th. 
ftidw  DnrtmbBr2dlh,  Sanndiy  DecgnbtrZ7diaiid 
Mcod«y  December  29tb 
—ft  be  recalled  fa  wrirtwbr 
5pa  on  Friday  tfcooofecr  IMl 
Fksir  send  Gobi  Paso  aanaDcaaoih  bgr  poaVCn  toe 
Ban  J.  Neeae a,  Co—  ft  Sodri  AdmUag,  Ha  Una. 
PO  Bax  4SS,  Vbgate  Sheet,  Lowdoa  El  «XS. 

Tefc  8171 782  7347.  Fax  0171 782  7725 

iff  >.<■)*  ■p""'*——1  ■ 

a  dgmsa  of  eSho-  one  at  a*  pedes  concerned  ora  paraa, 
a  daytime  ael  home  frtephnon  npmfeer  end  address. 

Adiertte  Bate  El  run  r*  lac — vat. 


Brook's  links  with  France 
were  close.  He  worked  there 
often,  and  in  1942  was  award¬ 
ed  a  doctorate  by  the 
Sor bonne.  His  first  big  publi¬ 
cation  was  La  Symphonie 
franfdise  dans  la  seconde 
moitii  du  XVTD  siide  (1959). 
In  1983  he  created  a  new 
doctoral  programme  at  the 
Eoole  NcrrmaJe  Supirieure  in 
Paris. 

Other  special  interests  were 
Haydn,  and  in  particular  dis¬ 
tinguishing  the  piano  trios 
that  Haydn  really  wrote  from 
those  attributed  to  him;  and 
latterly  Pfirgolesi.  composer  of 
perhaps  one  work  in  five  of 
those  ascribed  to  him  in  the  26 
volumes  of  the  old  opera 
omnia.  He  established  a  Per- 
golesi  Research  Centre  ai  City 
University  and  was  editor-in- 
chief  of  the  new  ftrrgolesi 
edition  in  progress.  Determin¬ 
ing  and  then  organising  truth 
was  Brook’s  forte.  A  profound 
love  of  music  in  all  its  forms 
and  of  every  age  underpinned 
his  researches. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife, 
by  two  children  of  an  earlier 
marriage,  and  by  generations 
of  pupils  and  disciples  he 
inspired. 


RICHARD  VERNON 


Richard  Vernon,  actor, 

died  on  December  4  aged 
72.  He  was  born  on 
March  7. 1925. 

IN  VIRTUALLY  all  the  roles 
he  played,  Richard  Vernon 
typified  every  foreigner’s  idea 
of  an  Englishman.  Or  rather 
one  of  those  ideas.  He  himself 
remarked  ruefully  that  he 
seemed  to  be  confined  to 
playing  either  extremely  intel¬ 
ligent  academics  or  very  stu¬ 
pid  senior  officers.  But  of 
course,  there  were  many  ways 
of  portraying  either  sort  of 
character  and  his  perfor¬ 
mances  never  suggested  that 
he  was  being  typecast  As 
soon  as  the  public  set  eyes 
upon  him  on  a  screen,  large  or 
small,  they  could  relax,  confi¬ 
dent  that  whether  he  was 
depicting  a  judge  or  a  prime 
minister,  a  peer  or  a  bishop,  a 
genera]  or  a  paterfamilias,  he 
would  play  it  with  a  straight 
bat  and  a  stiff  upper  lip. 

Admittedly,  from  time  to 
time  he  was  called  upon  to  be 
outraged  (as  when  John 
Lennon  threw  at  him  "Give  us 
a  kiss"  in  A  Hard  Days  Nighfi 
or  explosive,  but  his  true 
territory  was  that  in  which  he 
was  called  upon  to  personify 
quiet  decency  surviving  in 
trying  circumstances,  or  to 
hint  at  the  personal  suffering 
behind  the  mask  of  authority. 
That  authority  he  could  as¬ 
sume  by  a  sort  of  natural 
right,  but  he  possessed  a 
special  gift  for  wearing  it  with 
human  warmth  and  charm. 

From  near  the  beginning  of 
his  career  he  tended  to  play 
parts  older  than  his  years:  it 
was  thus  entirely  appropriate 
that  he  made  his  first  appear¬ 
ance  before  the  cameras  at  the 
age  of  11  in  Korda’s  curious 
mixture  of  drama  and  docu¬ 
mentary.  The  Conquest  of  the 
Air. 

Richard  Evelyn  Vernon  was 
bom  in  Reading  of  an  old 
naval  family,  educated  at  the 
Quaker  Leighton  Park  and  at 
Reading  School,  and  as  soon 
as  he  was  able,  in  1943.  he 
enlisted  in  the  RNVR.  At  the 
end  of  tiie  war  he  was  sta¬ 
tioned  in  Hong  Kong,  and 
celebrated  victory  by  produc¬ 
ing,  directing  and  starring  in  a 
production  of  Shaw's  Heart¬ 
break  House  for  the  local 
Combined  Services  Club. 

His  enthusiasm  for  amateur 
acting  predictably  led  him  to 
study  drama  once  he  was 
demobbed,  and  he  entered  the 
Central  School  of  Speech  and 
Drama.  Like  many  of  his 


generation  whose  beginnings 
were  shaped  by  the  war.  he 
was  a  relatively  late  sraner, 
first  appearing  on  the  profes¬ 
sional  stage  in  Ronald  Dun¬ 
can'S  play  Stratton  when  he 
was  25.  By  the  time  he  was  28 
he  had  graduated  to  playing 
Mr  Darling  in  Peter  Pan  at 
tiie  Scala,  with  Evelyn  Laye  as 
Mrs  Darling  and  Pat  Kirk¬ 
wood  as  Peter  already  his 
seeming  maturity  was  ruling 
his  casting. 

If  he  was  generally  playing 
older  men  when  scarcely  out 
of  his  twenties,  at  least  they 
were  always  trim,  attractive 
older  men.  He  himself  was  tall 
and  slim,  handsome  without 
being  flashy,  and  usually 
equipped  with  a  neat,  vaguely 
military  moustache.  This  suit¬ 
ed  perfectly  his  role  as  Charles 
Parkin.  MP,  in  the  long- 
ru fining  boardroom  drama 
Any  Other  Business  (1958).  but 
it  also  enabled  him  to  fit  neady 
into  cinematic  contexts  as 
various  as  Stanley  Donen's 
sophisticated  comedy  Indis¬ 
creet.  the  thriller  SOS  Pacific. 
the  nautical  farce  The  Navy 
Lark,  the  last -ever  Ealing  film 
The  Siege  of  Pinchgut.  Basil 
Dearden's  problem  drama 
Sapphire,  and  the  gruesome 
science  fiction  Village  of  the 
Damned  —  all  in  just  over  a 
year.  1959ft0. 

During  the  1960s  he  contin¬ 
ued  a  busy  professional  life  on 
stage,  screen  and  radio.  In  the 
theatre  he  appeared  in  the 
West  End  (The  Edmrdians 
and  the  memorable  1968  reviv¬ 
al  of  Hay  Fever)  and  at  the 
Royal  Court  For  the  cinema 
he  decorated  the  edges  of  such 
films  as  Joseph  Losey's  The 
Servant  (1963).  The  Yellow 
Rolls-Royce  and  Goldfinger 
(both  1964).  On  radio  he 
played  Lord  Emsworth  in 
several  Wodehouse  serialis¬ 


ations.  Though  all  of  these 
roles  were  essentially  varia¬ 
tions  on  the  same  theme,  he 
managed  to  make  an  individ¬ 
ual  effect  in  each. 

But  it  was  with  television 
that  he  realty  came  into  his 
own  and  built  a  following. 
With  his  established  qualities 
it  was  inevitable  that  he  would 
figure  in  such  series  as  Up¬ 
stairs.  Downstairs.  Edward 
V7/,  77ie  Duchess  of  Duke 
Street  and.  later,  in  Yes.  Prime 
Minister,  as  well  as  John 
Mortimer's  Rumpole  of  the 
Bailey  and  paradise  Post¬ 
poned.  Less  probably,  he 
played  Slartibanfast.  galactic 
inventor  with  waist-length 
hair,  in  the  science-fiction 
comedy  The  Hitchhiker's 
Guide  to  the  Galaxy  (1981). 
and  he  seemed  enormously  to 
relish  the  change  of  pace  — 
though  admittedly  he  was 
still,  despite  the  disguise,  play¬ 
ing  a  discreet  intellectuaL 

His  television  fame  brought 
him  bigger  and  better  roles  on 
stage,  notably  when  he  took 
over  from  Laurence  Olivier 
opposite  Joan  Plowright  in 
Saturday.  Sunday,  Monday 
(1974).  and  when  he  played  the 
faceless.  Insidious  man  from 
MI5  in  Hugh  Whitemore's 
Pack  of  Lies  (19S3).  He  also 
had  substantial  roles  in  a 
couple  of  drama-docs  for  BBC 
TV,  as  the  judge  in  the  Lady 
Chat  ferity's  Lover  trial  and  as 
Harold  Macmillan  in  Ian 
Curteis's  study  Suez  1956. 
transmitted  nearly  25  years 
after  the  event  He  continued 
to  act  until  1995,  when  he  fell 
victim  to  Parltinsonls  disease. 

In  1955  he  married  a  fellow 
actor.  Benedicts  Hoskins, 
whom  he  met  playing  in  rep  at 
Canterbury.  The  marriage 
was  dissolved  in  1989.  He  is 
survived  by  a  son  and  a 
daughter. 


NICHOLAS  POLUNIN 


Nicholas  Pol  train,  CBE. 
botanist,  explorer 
and  conservationist, 
died  in  Geneva  on 
■  December  8  aged  88.  He 
was  born  in  Cbeckendon, 
Oxfordshire,  on 
June  26. 1909. 

IN  A  long  career  spread 
across  four  continents.  Nicho¬ 
las  Pdlunin  made  his  mark 
first  as  a  botanist,  then  as  a 
writer,  and  finally  as  an  editor 
and  conservationist  who  antic¬ 
ipated  many  of  the  causes  now 
espoused  by  tiie  environmen¬ 
tal  movement.  Never  falsely 
modest,  he  claimed  the  dis¬ 
tinction  of  being  the  fast  man 
alive  to  have  added  major 
islands  to  the  world’s  map. 
His  accounts  of  his  expedi¬ 
tions  sometimes  ruffled  aca¬ 
demic  feathers:  but  they  were 
written  with  an  immediacy 
and  relish  that  more  than 
made  up  for  an  occasional 
failure  to  acknowledge  fully 
the  work  of  others. 

Nicholas  Polunin  was  the 
son  of  an  emigre  Russian 
father  and  an  English  mother. 
Educated  at  Latymer  Upper 
School  and  by  private  tutors, 
he  went  to  Christ  Church. 
Oxford,  to  read  botany.  His 
first  expedition  was  as  the 
deckhand  of  a  timber  ship  on 
the  White  Sea,  which  he 
published  as  Russian  Waters 
—  with  a  foreword  by  John 
Buchan  —  in  1931. 

That  year  a  second  expedi¬ 
tion  ended  tragically,  when 
Polunin  “s  friend  and  compan¬ 


ion.  Christopher  d’Aeth,  died 
of  exposure  on  the  island  of 
Akpatok  in  the  Hudson  Strait 
Oxford  University  Explora¬ 
tion  Club  had  chosen  to  ex¬ 
plore  the  island,  and  Polunin 
and  d’Aeth  set  out  from  base 
camp  for  the  furthest  extrem¬ 
ity  of  the  island  inadequately 
dressed.  “If  only  I  had  brought 
a  big  compass  and  different 
footwear."  Polunin  wrote  later 
in  The  Isle  of  Auks,  a  record  of 
the  expedition  which  some 
found  too  light-hearted  in  the 
circumstances.  Polunin  left 
d’Aeth  as  comfortable  as  he 
could  and  struggled  bade  to 
camp,  but  the  rescue  party 
was  too  late  to  save  his 
companion. 

Polunin  made  many  other 
visits  to  Arctic  and  sub-Arctic 
regions  in  the  role  of  botanist 
From  1932  until  1947  he  was 
demonstrator  and  lecturer  in 


botany  at  Oxford,  which  he 
left  for  McGill  University  after 
his  first  marriage  had  broken 
up.  From  there  he  went  in  1952 
to  Harvard,  then  Yale,  and 
then,  improbably  enough,  to 
Baghdad,  where  he  was  Pro¬ 
fessor  of  Botany.  This  appoint¬ 
ment  was  terminated  by 
revolution,  and  Polunin  spent 
two  years  as  a  guest  professor 
in  Geneva  before  arriving  in 
Nigeria,  where  he  played  a 
large  part  in  founding  the 
University  of  Ife. 

In  1946.  while  working  as  a 
botanist  with  the  Canadian 
Air  Force,  he  had  helped  to 
discover  two  islands  in  Foxe 
Basin,  north  of  Hudson  Bay, 
which  were  later  named 
Prince  Charles  Island.  Air 
Force  Island,  and  Foley  Island 
(after  the  navigator  of  the 
aircraft).  Pblunin  explored  the 
area  after  being  landed  in  a 
flying  beat,  and  later  recount¬ 
ed  his  experiences  in  Arctic 
Unfolding. 

The  final  chapter  of  his  life 
was  in  Geneva,  where  he 
settled  in  1966.  A  long-time 
conservationist  who  had  rec¬ 
ognised  from  his  researches 
the  impact  that  man  was 
having  on  the  natural  world, 
he  launched  a  series  of  jour¬ 
nals  and  societies,  including 
the  Fbundation  for  Environ¬ 
mental  Conservation.  He  was 
awarded  many  academic  hon¬ 
ours.  and  was  appointed  CBE 
in  1976. 

He  had  cne  son  by  his  first 
wife,  and  two  sons  and  a 
daughter  by  his  second. 


THE  SHAFTESBURY  THEATRE. 

“PETER  PAN”. 

By  J.M.  BARRIE. 

Peter  Pan  —  the  entertainment,  not.  of 
co tine,  “the  boy  wouldn't  grow  up"  —  comes 
of  age  this  Christmas.  Those  who.  like  the 
present  writer,  saw  the  very  first  production  of 
it  and  have  never  seen  it  again  till  yesterday 
afternoon,  however  much  they  may  naturally 
hanker  after  a  comparision  of  the  two 
performances,  will  probably  find  the  feat 
impossible.  At  any  rate,  for  our  pan  we  have 
the  very  vaguest  recollections  of  the  original 
cast,  save  Gerald  du  Mauriers  Captain  Hook 
and  Nina  BoudcauJrt  Peter,  and  George 
Shdtoivs  “pathetic  Sitter  and  —  oh,  ab¬ 
solutely  unforgettable!  —  the  Wendy  of  HQda 
Trevelyan.  We  fancy,  too.  we  remember  a 
scene  wherein  Peter  navigated  the  ocean  in  a 
bird’s  nest  —  which  scene  is  no  longer  there 
and  whose  absence  today  we,  therefore,  feel 
bound  bitterly  to  deplore.  "Give  us  back  our 
bird’s  nestL"  we  fed  inclined  to  say  to  the 
bard-hearted  author,  as  the  objectors  to  the 
New  Calendar  cried  “Give  us  back  our  II 
days!"  And  we  amfidently  rely  upon  the 
support  of  Mr.  Shdton,  the  sole  survivor  of 
the  original  cast,  if  only  for  "auld  sake's  sake" 
—  for,  truth  to  tell,  we  entirely  forget  whether 


ON  THIS  DAY 

December  18, 1925 


With  some  bizarre  characters,  such  as  a 
crocodile  with  an  eight-day  dock  ticking 
inside  him,  Peter  Pan  was  thought  by  some  of 
Barrie’s  theatrical  friends  to  be  a  certain 
disaster,  but  he.  rightly,  thought  otherwise. 

Peter  Pan  “came  of  age"  in  W2S. 


pathetic  Surer  was  “on"  in  the  scene  in 
question,  or.  indeed,  what  the  scene  was 
about.  Anyhow,  we  were  cheered  to  see  him 
again  yesterday,  as  droll  as  ever  and  tearing 
across  the  sheetings  for  his  sewing-machine 
with  the  same  old  gusto. 

The  rest  are  new.  but  all  in  right  Peter  Pan 
tradition  —  which,  of  course,  is  a  tradition  of 
homely  sincerity  and  tomboyish  frolic  and, 
generally,  of  die  joy  of  not  bring  grown  up. 
The  new  Paer.  Miss  Dorothy  Dickson,  is 
delightfully  boyish,  rapering  through  her  pan 
as  (bough  it  were  all  an  immense  lark  and 


dodging  die  sentimental  bits  as  a  true  boy 
would.  Miss  Prudence  Vanbrugh,  the  Mrs- 
Darling.  naturally  cannot  dodge  them  (a 
bereaved  mother  without  sentiment  would 
never  deserve  to  have  her  children  restored  to 
her ! ):  nevertheless,  she  acquits  herself  with 

simplicity  and  charm.  So  does  Miss  Angela 
du  Marnier.  Ihe  Wendy,  whose  obvious 
inexperience  counts  here  more  for  gain  than 
for  loss,  and  who  can  only  be  said  not  to 
provoke  comparison  with  her  famous  prede¬ 
cessor  because  she  is  too  young  to  have  seen 
Miss  Trevelyan  in  the  part. 

After  these  theatrical  names  a  literary  cme 
—  Miss  Audrey  Lucas,  who  gives  distinction 
to  the  modest  pari  of  Tootles.  Mr.  Lyn 
Harding  is  the  Captain  Hook  of  the  occasion, 
a  thrillingly  sinister  Captain  Hook,  a  triumph 
of  the  grim-grotesque,  and  almost  as  uncanny 
as  the  same  actor's  terrifying  steward  in  The 
Ordeal.  (Incidentally,  we  missed  the  big 
splashes  with  which  the  Captain  and  his  men 
used  to  be  plunged  headlong  into  the  sea;  the 
present  splashes  are  nothing  to  them.  “Give 
us  back  our  splashes !"). 

Of  die  real  children,  one  naturally  liked  the 
youngest  best  Little  Brian  Glennie  was  an 
adorable  Michael,  and  Olive  Drews  Liza  was 
a  marvel  of  half-impudent,  half-demure 
precocity. 


Blair  firm  on  welfare  plan 

■  Tony  Blair  told  Labour  MPs  that  internal  revolts  and  fear  of 

unpopularity  would  not  deflect  him  from  reforming  the  welfare 
state.  He  warned  those  upset  by  the  cut  in  benefits  for  single 
mothers  that  there  would  be  still  harder  decisions  to  come,  and 
he  attacked  MPS  who  handed  propaganda  gifts  to  the 
Tories _ * - Pagel 

New  embarrassment  for  Robinson 

■  Geoffrey  Robinson  faced  fresh  embarrassment  over  his 

financial  affairs  when  it  was  disclosed  that  he  was  reported  to 
the  Bank  of  England  in  1980  on  suspicion  of  breaching 
exchange  control  regulations.  Sir  Michael  Edwardes,  then 
chairman  of  BL,  is  understood  to  have  expressed  concerns  that 
Mr  Robinson  may  have  moved  tens  of  thousands  of 
pounds - - - Page  1 

Bombers'  Christmas  Betjeman  love 

Three  IRA  bombers,  each  a  high-  A  previously  unknown  poem  ded- 
risk  prisoner  serving  multiple  life  Seated  by  Sir  John  Betjeman  to  his 
sentences  at  the  Maze  prison,  are  unattainable  love.  Myfanwy  Pip- 
being  allowed  home  for  Clirisi-  er.  has  been  discovered  in  a  book 

mas  and  the  New  Year _ Page  1  on  Sir  John  Soane - Page  7 

Shadow  shuffle  Dome  secrecy 

William  Hague  shuffled  his  ream  Peter  Mandelson  should  spend 
after  Labour  protested  at  a  Shad-  more  time  answering  MPs’  ques- 
ow  Minister's  links  to  a  chain  of  tions  about  the  Millennium 
nursing  homes  which  they  said  Dome,  according  to  a  report  at- 
paid  low  wages _ Page  2  tacking  the  secrecy  surrounding 

Bookies  catch  cold  the  p"*** - paee  9 

Bookmakers  responded  to  the  Si4  Injury  fund 
berian  conditions  by  cutting  the  The  Government  is  to  create  a 
odds  an  a  white  Christmas  from  “public  interest  fund"  to  pay 
4/1  to  2/1  despite  forecasters'  pre-  where  the  State  has  caused  injmy 

dictions  that  warmer  weather  through  negligence - Page  12 

was  on  the  way - Page  3  Warm  front 

Sarwar  in  court  Flying  in  the  face  of  scientific 

Mohammed  Sarwar,  the  sus-  research,  millions  of  Russians, 
pended  Labour  MP  for  Glasgow  including  some  of  their  pets,  are 
Govan,  appeared  in  court  to  face  getting  through  the  cold  snap 
charges  of  election  fraud,  at-  with  the  help  of  vodka  Page  13 
tempting  to  pervert  the  course  of  ‘PattV’  Jackal 

justice _ Page  4  ,  J  .  ,  ,  ... 

p.  .  „  Carlos  the  Jackal,  on  trial  for 

ClarK  teased  triple  murder  in  a  Paris  court,  has 

Alan  Clark,  the  Conservative  MP  angrily  rejected  suggestions  that 
and  diarist,  loves  to  be  “naughty'  being  nicknamed  “Fatty”  as  a 
and  famous”  but  is  nor  prepared  schoolboy  set  him  on  the  path  of 
to  be  teased  by  a  newspaper,  a  international  terrorism  ..Page  14 

court  was  told - Paget  Guns  in  paradise 

Private  moments  a  long-running  dispute  between 

Some  of  the  public’s  most  private  a  Welsh  expatriate  couple  and  the 
moments  are  to  be  broadcast  in  a  Government  of  Antigua  and  Bar- 
new  spate  of  fly-on-the-wall  docu-  buda  erupted  in  gunfire  when 
mentaries  to  capitalise  on  the  shots  were  fired  in  the  office 
popularity  of  “voyeuristic"  of  the  brother  of  the  Prime 
television _ _ _ Page  6  Minister. - - Page  17 


Hague  escapes  from  strippers 

■  William  Hague’s  arrival  for  his  pre-wedding  celebrations 
was  delayed  when  three  strippers  showed  him  their  charms  on 
the  doorstep  of  the  Conservative  Carlton  Club.  The  Tory  leader 
made  a  getaway  as  the  girls  shed  for  coats  and  macs  in  front  of 
him  and  his  fiancee.  The  three  women  had  been  put  up  to  the 
stunt  by  a  cable  television  company - - - - Page  1 
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sQSonno  eehiissed 
b  e  0  b  a  a  a  a 

SSSiEBHnEH 

IQ  s  b  s  a  a  0  0 
fESsnranmsQHnciH 
is  di  h  s  s  a  s 
omsHEEffiQ  sfflsnnm 

h  a  b  ct  a  rv 

Isuiisssco  SlinHnQsmf 
E  ffi  S  E  a  0  Dl 

DDSlSHHOHSOIlHa 

0  13  S  13  S  0  H  231 
0ffli300  nafflnnsEcaa 
s  s  a  0  0  a  s  s 
snsmssa  aaugsiaal 


16  Extremely  neat  French  type  of 
wine  after  second  European 
summit  (4,5). 

17  Ceremony  I  cany  out  with 
university’s  former  president  (8). 

18  Edible  plant  used  for  entree  (6). 

20  Extra  vestment  keeping  ice  off  us 
(?)■ 

21  Equipment  for  producing  pic¬ 
tures  arrived  with  artist  (6). 

23  Showing  anger  dial’s  about  de¬ 
serter  (5). 

25  Essayist  penning  final  letter  for 
flower-girl  (5). 


Tunes  Two  Crossword,  page  48 


THE  TIMES 


THURSDAY 


The  surface  of  Europa,  a  moon  of  JUpiter, 


Trains:  Angel  Trains,  the  money 
spinning  rolling  stock  company 
bom  from  the  British  Rail  privati¬ 
sation,  is  to  change  hands  again. 
This  time  it  is  being  sold  on  by  a 
Japanese  bank _ _ Page  25 

Pay  off:  Richard  Oster  is  to  leave 
Cookson,  the  industrial  group  of 
which  he  is  chairman,  by  mutual 
consent.  He  will  receive  a  £2.9  mil¬ 
lion  pay  off - - - Page  25 

Hadlhcare:  Guardian  Royal  Ex¬ 
change  is  to  'pay.  £435  million  for 
PPP.  which  hai28  per  cent  of  the 
healthcare  market.. . . Page  25 

Markets:  The  FTSE  100  fell  12.6 
points  to  51902).  The  trade-weight¬ 
ed  sterling  indexrose  from  103.0  to 
103.1  after  rising  from  $1.6335  to 
$1.6457  and  from  DM2.9151  to 
DM2.9165 _ Page  28 


Football:  Manchester  United  have 
been  drawn  against  Monaco  in  the 
European  Cup  quarter-finals.  In 
other  competitions  Chelsea  play 
Real  Beds  and  Aston  VQla  play 
Ati&ico  Madrid _ —  Page  48 

Rugby  union:  English  dubs  are 
prepared  to  withdraw  from  the 
Heineken  Cup,  the  leading  compe¬ 
tition  in  Europe,  next  season  unless 
its  structure  is  changed  —  Page  48 
Boxing:  Kevin  Kelley,  facing  Nas~ 
eem  Hamed  at  Madison  Square 
Garden,  cannot  understand  why  a 
Brooklyn  boxer  should  get  second 
billing  to  a  Briton _ Page  46 

Rugby  league:  The  British  ama¬ 
teur  association  has  appointed 
Jackie  Sheldon  as  Us  first  national 
development  officer  for  the  wom¬ 
en's  game  ... Page  42  n 


*  ..  * 
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Alone  again:  Heading  the  week’s 
mdvie  releases  is  Home  Alone  3, 
nowwith  a  new  leading  man-child, 

:  but  with  all  the  same  old  formatted. 

excesses - - — —  Page  34 

Souped  up:  However  the  future 
may  judge  AndyWariid.  the  giant 
of  Pop  Art,  a  new  show  in  Dublin 
suggests  that  for  the  present  we  are 
still  impressed - ; — Page  35 

Lads’  lass:  Since  singer  Louise 
went  solo  she  has  pulled  off  a  mar¬ 
keting  tour  de  force  which  makes 
her  a  favourite  with  children, 
mums,  dads  and  the  libidinous 
lads _ Page  36 

Winter  wonderland:  At  the  Birm¬ 
ingham  Repertory  Theatre  they’re 
basking  in  the  warm  glow  of  a  £5.7 
million  Arts  Council  windfall.  How 
it  will  be  spent _ Page  37 


IN  THE  TIMES 


■  MEDIA 
One  hour  of  Men 
Behaving  Badly!  Why 
is  the  Christmas  TV 
schedule  so  bad?  - 

■  EDUCATION 
Will  the  Schools  Bill 
really  give  parents  a 
voice  in  their 
children’s  education? 


Medical  rfeport  Dr Thomas  Stutta- 
■ford  reports  on  red  Winie,  smoking, 
sleeping  policemen,  scanners  arid 
the  Two  Fit  Lad Page  IS 
Shalom:  The  murder  of  jan  Israeli 
soldier  by  Hamas  led  hiy  mother  to. 

a  peace  mission - - — -Page  19 

Not  foreven  Diamonds  and  a  ma¬ 
terial,  girl  can  spell,  trouble  at  the 
end  of  an  affair _ J - -Page  19 


Our  island  story: 

As  we  approach  the  uaCatsroi^  . 
history;  of  all  disriptfnes,  sboeid  he 
our  protection  against  thnse.-vdta 
see  only  one  moral  in  oor  .  S&nft 
sBcny 

fmpnidentPrud«ritt^^ 

Embarrassment  is  m  tango;  as : 
effective „  sanction  in  -  tiw  -Ck^f 
There  is  barely  a  majbr  msiirat^ 
company  that  has  not  been  named: 
and  shamed  by  its'  legal; 


High  spirits  •  • 

To  a  Russian,  vodka '  has  afntofi 
mythical  qualities,  and  the  greater.: 
the  amount  mi  hand,  the  larger 


The  Fi^ncxj-Gennan  affiaiKe  is  -a?: 
marriage  in  which  Mariairujc  raay^ 
Igck  the  physical  strength  sail: 
wears  cultural  trousers —  Page  2)V 
FRANK  PROCHASKA 
Denying  tax  exemptions  to  afrdaai>' 
liable  institutions  would  meaatbat'; 
many  would  dose. :  and  itfhed.- 
would  never  emerge  Page  20  - 
PETER  RIDDELL 
The  Neill  committee  on  Starsdanfe? 
in  Public  life,  is  asking  the  riglfr- 
questions  about  party  fizndfrigk  Bti 
the  cansulative  paper  issuedyfestetv 
day  underlines  how  bard  it  will  be 
-to  produce  answers  whkb  vcon)-; 
mand  cross-party  support.  Pagelft .. 

JOHN  BRYANT 

■Sport  has  always  had  its  hdpmg  at 
fet  beys  and,  as  long  as  they  have.-.' 
been  able  to  produce  great  pofbr- 
tnances,  they  have  beat  loved  did  . 
respected  by  players  and  spectators 


Rudolf  Baftro,  Marxist  intellectual; 
Richard  Vernon,  actor .  Nicholas 
Poiuniit,  explorer,  Barry  Brobk, 
musicologist - ; - -  Pages 


Latot  Rood  and  WcMtier  comStions 
UK  Weather-  M  regions  0330  444  910 
UK  ReMfa  -  AH  Olltt  401.410 

-InsMa  M25  ■  Oil*  401  Nd 

M2S  Md  Link  RoMb  0116  401  747 

NuM  rtoanwys'  01)0401  7W 

Coramntal  BiMope  0314  401910 

Channci  eroding  .  0130  401  IBS 


3  GvvHck  airport. 


Weather  by  Fax 

DU  0314  foBoMedbr  ana 

WaCanqi  414 1)4 
Win  4I01» 

PMhntfi  414  310 

EotM^h  410  137 

N.VWtn  410  310 

N.  Bm  410  330 

SmM  410  340 


Imtara  lelmre  faircuo 


oaao  407  xoi 


Aumotc 


NaOcmO  SataOm 


World  City  WeattMr  &Thai*oc 

I  S3  dntfnatJons  world  wtdo 


by  Phono  4U 
by  Foot  (Index  paga) 

Motoring 


Eurapoui  ftwl  con 
Froneh  Ffemmnyx 
Saaporc  Wbrtnalon 
Dhnoybnd  Pam 


0330  41  1310 
0310  410333 


0330  401  BO 3 
0330  401  BOO 
0330  401  007 
0330  401  802 
0330  401  409 
0330  44)1  093 


London,  SE  England,  E  Anglia, 
Central  S  England,  E  Midlands,  E 
England,  W  Midlands,  NW  Eng¬ 
land,  Lake  District,  Isle  of  Man, 
Central  N  England,  NE  England: 
mostly  dull  and  wet  with  outbreaks  of 
rain,  some  heavy.  There  will  be  a  fresh 
to  strong  southeasterly  wind.  Much 
milder  than  recently,  max  11C  (52F). 
□  Channel  Isles,  SW  England,  S 
Wales,  N  Wales:  heavy  rain  and 
strong  winds  will  dear  eastwards 
during  the  morning.  The  afternoon  will 
be  bnght  with  scattered  showers.  A 


There  will  be  a  strong  to  gale  force " 
southeasterly  wind:  Max  9C  (48F). 

□  N .  Ireland:  heavy  rain  will  dear 
from  the  east  during  the  morning  and 
sunshine  and  showers  will  follow.  A 
strong  southeasterly  wind  will  veer 
fresh  southerly.  Max  IOC  (5(F). 

□  Republic  of  Ireland:  heavy  rain 
clearing  during  fhe  morning  then 
milder  with  sunny  Intervals  and  a  few 
showers.  Wind  moderate,  south¬ 
easterly.  Max  11C  (52F). 

□  Outlook:  relatively  mild  but  un¬ 
settled,  with  showers  and  sunshine. 


ImI  Car  reports  by  fax 

n«w  and  used  etr  r*pen]  from 

dwAA  menu  of  195  can  0330  410  399 

Dal  bwn  roar  (of  Nntec. 
you  may  haw  to  «n  peB  mod. 
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TOP  OF  TH£  POPS 

What  make*  Cedar  WI7\i 

matt  poptdn  prnsw  holih 

scheme?  Cattpahensirc  covo; 
raJne-fbr-tncrtry,  and  the  test 
customer  service  of  them  afl. 


Wesrem  Rovidenr  Association. 
FREECALL  0500  41  42  43 


16. »  s 
17  S3  I 
17  63t 
SO  68  f 
>7  S3  9 

30  aa  s 
4  39c 
.5  23 
-34-11  8 
■4  25  8 
13  55  tg 
10  50  s 
23  73  f 
X 

1132  s 
0  32c 
M  .30  ai 
a  37i 
a  73c 
-0  ISC 
.8  4S.r 
K  61  f. 
28  82  I 
23.731 
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Sunrtsoc 

SXBam 


■  .  1042  am  . 

Liat  quarter  Doewnbof 


:'Sun««s  : 
352  pm. 

Maonriau 

.  8J52pm . 


tJptfen  2l62wti  to  atS’inf. 
BrteW4.02  pmto  8-12  am: 


E**uroh3-39jmV>S41  any  '• 
UarMwaur  3SQ| pOl^ 'to822‘om-.' 
PanaaoOB42i  pm  io  8.19  am. 
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INSIDE 

SECTION 


TODAY 


on  the  eclipse 
of  the  rising  sun 
PAGE  29  ^  < 


A  BUSINESS  EDrfOR  Paa'ence..Wheatcroft  : '  5  '  -\ '  .THURS 
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ACCOUNTANCY 

Where  do  the 
figures  people  think 
they  are  going? 
PAGE  33 

.  A  .  . 

□EMBER  18 1997 
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'  ■  ,  — -  ?..r  % 

By  Arthur  Ijsatheeyj: 
transport  .■ 
covjossroitjsx^P^ 

NOMURA  Iaterifotibnal  is 
to  make  a;  profit  c#  almost 
E400  jmSfiph  sale  of 
Angel.  Train  ^mtmas,  fhe 
privatised raflmj* stock. leas¬ 
ing:  company,  it  emerged 
yesterday.;-^ V .. . 

Nomura  and  its  consortium 
partners,  wha  aapured  Angel 
from  foe  Goveriimemjurt  over 
two  years,  ago.  is  soling  the 
Business  ip  fee  Royal  Bank  of 

f  Scotland  for  B9S  miHinh.  - 
Alfoougfi  Nomura  paid  .the 
Government  gj^nulfioh/ltis  .... 
understood'  ip-  have  .subse-;  Pndeanx: yo^MytrahUwiff. 
tpentiyearnedsoine  £690.  m3-  :  -1... 

lion,  through  securitisation  of  ‘  ■  riialienge  Forward '-TViisa;  the 


3  *  <■ 


existing  leasragcontraas,  #w-Teasmg<amof  HSBC  HoI(h 
ing  a  "dean"  jjtafitof  £389  mil-  :  ingsi  vriuch  bought  another 


lion  an  yesterday's  disposal  . : 

John  Irideaux.  a/feoissv 
British  Rail  diiectm^is.ispec^: 


train  leasing  company, 
Evershnlt  earjy  .  tins  jyear. 
Angel  owns  abdut  ^OOOof  the. 


ed  to  earn  £15  mfllfrai  for  fiu  5  .J  11,000  trams  belonging  to  the 
per  oenr  sharritoldihg  ih  die"  Btreelasuigcompames  setup 


UTUW 


consortium/  Dr  Prideaiix.  a 
train  huff  who  i$  thought  to 
have  made  some'  SO  .naflion 


before  privatisation:' 

The  Rpyal  Bank  is  aotnoous 
toexpandteJeasih|  activities. 


after  sel^siostofhisstBkeJfo^-haM^  pterions^  pm^y.  fin: 
Angel  last  year,  is  erfpecasijD  >'  anced^otling  stock  for  Etmdon : 
remain  wifotftea)ri3par|y-  .  ‘  UfKter^TJund’S  Nordiem  Line . 

DrPrideanx.ari  aufoorcf  in:B95,andhas  foyestments 


several  guides  for  brain  «fou»~ ; .  in  otiieriolimg  stock  projects.1, 
iasts  and  p  former- managing . ' .  '  Tfrepurchase  marks  thelal- 
directpr  '■  of.  British  Fairs  estin  a  naindofacquisiions  of ; 
InterCSty  drvisjon,  was  cap*  :  the  three  rofling  stodc  eoroja- : ; 
ripped  asra  fimirechairirah  of  nj^whidiwere^Tvatisedlast 
Britiifo  Rail, '  bar  lieiiefi  fhft  Vyttir:  As'i-WeH  as  Evershoh^s 

\  nationaiised  -Industry  after  purchase  by  Forward  Trust, 
dashfo^jw^  irifow  for  £726  milliaa,  the  third  leas- 

over .  paris  for  foe  Channel  ,  fog.  .cafopariy, .  Forterbrook.  j 
Tuimdl  r&ltilfo  •  :«-V-  *-:0  - ^•hdught-|a-SepteniberttBt' . 

Nomura  Jhas  an  85. pet  cent,  y^byStagecoach.  coach,and 
stake  inAngeL  Tberest  ts-hekt.  teafo  opfiarmbr,  fair  £825  mil— 
by  Babcock  &  Brown,  the  IIS: ;  :4fon.  Thepurdiase  was  almost 
consulting  engineering  final/-  --  -£300  thuuoQ  more,  than  the 
The  move  by  Royal  Bank  company's  management  {paid 
marks  a  direct  attempt  to  seyen  nfohths  earBer  when  the] 


.  Government  privatised  Port- 

ei brook,  prompting  wide-  v 

spread  accusations  'that  -- ' *■  • 

rolling  stock  had  been  sold  too  v  '%4: 

cheaply  by  a  Conservative  M! 

.Government  anxious  to  com-  - '  ; '  f.Sp 

fore  d^g^ra^ekaitidn- 
-  Dr  George  Mathevvson,  - 

chief  executive  of  the  Royal  -  1  k*®! 

Bank  Grcwp^  said  yesterday:  -  -  fl%»-  :  •  .t t  %M  1/ 

"This  isa  sigiificant  acquis^ 

.  tfon  which ofers  a  number  of  ~=  fm&tj 

.  -  exciting  opportunities.  It  will 

have  an  immediate  positive  "  %1] 

impact  on  our  group,  earnings  . 

per  share  and  return  txi  equity  ^  -3 

and  will  be  funded  from  our  ^  ^:Vi-;.  i:/1./:-' : 

own  resources  without  re- 

course  to  shareholders."  -'•.  ■■ZvkM^ip 

-’.  However,  rail  mdustryob-  -  m"' 

'  servers  are  irerrasingiy  scej/  %  Ig-J1  M 

-tical:  about  the  -future'  ' r^~  ' ‘M  ill! 

profits bilty  , of  rolling  stock-  .  ■'■  }  f *| 

' tearing  companies,  .which  are '  ' '. : .  ,  ''-■ , ,J! 

believedbymanytohayehad  :  -  'V»y: 

their  best  jperiod  'during  thei  -  't  -' r^:J^‘jRlgg|N^yT  ~  8^~?I'P 

earfy  months  of  privatisation.  :  fi-  • 

■'  Although  the  companies  are  ' 

:  not'  under  regulatory  control,'.  IBjEr'r 

ministers  have  called  the  sale,  -  "  -  v  '  ^ 

‘hhe  last  great .  train  robbery" 1 

-.  and  made  clear  thrij  intentiori ..  & . -'• '  V 

to  take  a  tougher  hold  on  than  w • 

.when  new  n^uiadon  of  them-  =•  ■ 
dustry'  is  introduced  under 

strategic  rail  authority^  .  L  ■ . 

'  (am  Robinson,  mangihg  di-  .  ^ 
rector  of  the  Royal  Bank's- 

corporate  and  institutional-  *1:^ 

.  banking  .'arm,  insisted  foat  " '-.  .t-  /  •/ 

■  there  remained  a  strong  future-'.  ?'' 

.for  the  leasing  amipanies,  - 

Significant  investmait  in  new  ;  %  :  tl,'  *■  -h  *  t  r  '''^  '-M ’J' 

railway  rolling  stock  wiQ  .be 

required  over  the  next  ten,  |K|'  ■>  *  .  a  a^s 

-..years'  as  passenger  demand  '■?  ^  .5- 

grows  on  the  back,  of  the  Gby- .  ’| 

.  ernmentS  stated  intention  of 
dcvdopingraiTtfavethe  said-. 

;-  ’  ComuMntary,  pagr  27;  -  Richard  Oster  was  credited  with  tumingCookson  round  but  profits  collapsed  last  year 
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SPORT 

United  set  fair  for 
France  in  European 
Cup  quarter-finals 
PAGES  41-48 


Cookson 
chairman 
goes  with 
£2.9m 
payoff 

By  Paul  Durman 

RICHARD  OSTER.  the 
highly  paid  American  who 
has  run  Cookson  Group  for 
the  past  six  years,  is  to  be  paid 
£2.9  million  in  compensation 
after  boardroom  .disagree¬ 
ments  cost  him  his  job  —  less 
than  three  months  since  he 
moved  up  from  chief  executive 
to  chairman. 

Cookson,  which  makes 
speciality  chemicals  and  other 
materials  used  in  industry, 
said  friction  arose  when  Ste¬ 
phen  Howard,  who  took  over 
as  chief  executive  in  October, 
drew  up  plans  for  disposals 
and  for  scaling  down  the  com¬ 
pany's  US  office  in  Rhode 
Island. 

Bob  Mai  pas,  who  has  re¬ 
turned  as  an  interim  chair- 


The  targets  we  set  are  very 
demanding,  while  many  com¬ 
panies  routinely  pay  out  30 
per  cent  to  40  per  cent  as 
bonuses,  which  are  as  easy  to 
collect  as  putting  your  tie  on 
in  the  morning.' 

Richard  Oster,  in  April  1995. 
defending  his  £125  million 
pay  package 


man,  said:  “The  future  was 
looking  as  though  it  would  be 
rather  uncomfortable  for  the 
board  and  for  Richard." 

Cookson,  which  has  paid 
Mr  Oster  more  than  £5-2 
million  over  the  past  four 
years,  defended  the  settlement 
it  had  agreed.  Mr  Malpas  said 
Mr  Oster  had  sought  even 
more  under  a  fixed  three-year 
contract  that  he  entered  into 
only  last  March. 

Mr  Oster  is  credited  with 
turning  Cookson  round  since 
it  was  in  severe  difficulties  in 
1990.  But  the  company’s  prof¬ 
its  collapsed  last  year.  Hie 
shares  rose  7 p  to  196b  p. 

Commentary,  page  27 
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.■  STOCK  MARKET  '-  - 
--..  INDICES  -•- - 

FTSE100 . .  51908  <-12.S) 

YleW . .  3.13% 

FTSE  AB  share  ..  2427.06  (-4.46) 

Nikkei -  16541.06(^55535) 

New  York: 

Dow  Jones _  796730  (+11. 19]* 

S&P  Composite  97032  (  +  238)* 


»===  US  RAte  ‘ 

Federal  Funds...  5”«%*  (5V&) 

Long  Bend -  lOZ1!,*  (102'k) 

Yield _  538%*  (537%) 

’-  • 


By  Robert* Bwdce  .•  •:n.--.-,-.^ 


.V.v.  *  *  « 


•  -  -  , 


■  ANDERSEN’ WOf^WlpE  ‘ 
"  thewprid^foggest  ptafessksor . 
al  services  erganisation,  looks  . 
oerfoin  to  be  qjfit  asundar  b^a 
bkter^dlsptffls:'hetweenite.^-r 
.  .  countancy  .  arai  oonsulting  ^. 
businesses.  -  :'  - :  '  ' '.-  v:/ 
foiflunyttf  bitter  recrin# 
nations,*  Ahoaseri..Ctmsultme. ; 
has  taken,  the/, first  'Steps'  to?  '1 
wanis  separating  from  Arthur^ 
AjKia^en.foeactMuntmtts,.  .%:■ 

:  /fiixdf^i^.'pbns&liS^^.'fuu^^  J 

ousat  tbeamountof revenueit  ■'■ 
hands,  tiver  •fitfiArthur:Ander+.- 
sen. ;  Moot  jJfori  $100  million  . 

(£60'  -m3S(»$  ^wkz^.ps&d-.  ~ 

across  fast  y^eruoder  ^ 

nerehipagreeaisK  dtemnatedT , 
by  ;Art^j'Andt3^fi^»h^fc 
controLs  tfe  board  crf/Aw^fer"  ' 
sm1Abrldwitfe.'yaT^xS^  ‘ 
.  Andeiseri  -OmTOntg^s.^iMh--  { 
.^6  aging  director,' Euri^  Nudr  ; 
die  East!  ^Africa/ arkf;  India/  1 
sad:  “ArtfeHf  Atiderfon'lis^c-  ‘ 


behaved  al  tfctiagfc  tiieyhavea 
■mystical  .rigbitivthe  nxjaey.’’ 

."  Andersen  Consulting  has 
!aied“Sfiripus  breaches  ofcca> 
Jtos^iS  inecotii^Hedffier: 

.  .ences"  with  Artiiqr  Andersen. ; 
'Ther&^y^pis  air  ariatrafor 
;ftrjfts&jve  tiie  dispute.  .  w  ;" 
“^  Thentove  cones  after  ayear 
^Itterfcaring'foterrial  strife  at 
firms,  v^iteh  have  sought 
rtostkkmgaher  ipiderArKter- 
'sai; Worldwide.  Theffrictibn 
has  beenfudledby  tbephe- 
npraoial  grow*  of  .  AndCTsen 
'Consulting,  a  separate  busi- 
ness  tinit  anqe .  1989Arfour  : 
Andcreen  itsdf  Has  ;  tnoved . 

'  aggressivriy  into  th&  conRiK. 

:taney1foisiracss,  triggering  the 

onreht  bust-up.  * 

■  This  week  ajraosf-IjpOO  An-: 
dersen,  ^Consulting  partners 
voted  foraibifratioo. .  *_• 

:  i/.;’  -■  -AWDnntancy,  page^ 


Falling  sales 
raise  fears 
: :  for  retailers 

By Aiasixai*  MwpiAY  .  -." 

".HIGH  '.  STREET  .‘soles 
growth  slowed  sharply  fit . 
November,  raising  fears 
that  the  Christmas  shopping 
season  may  prove  a  disapp- 
-.  ointment  for  retailers.  . 

■  .  .Retafl  sales  fcfl  0.4.  per 
'  cent  in  November,  cutting 

•  the  annual  rate  of  growth  to  . 
4B  per  cent  from  6.4  percent' 
in  October.  The  largest  foils 

.-took  place  in  tile  dotiimg 
and  footwear  sector,  with 
sales  down  Z9  per  cent;  ' 
which  analysts  Warned  on 
rieeentnnld  weatijet;.  - 
-  However,  in  a  dear  signal 
that  windfall  spending  has  ■ 
dedrned  cfraraatically, 
boustrhald  goods  sales  fefl  3.7 
perceitt  in  foe  quaxter  —  foe. 

*  largest  fall  in  more  than  ten: 
-  years.  -The  Office  for  Nat- 

jqnaf  Statistics  said  die  quar¬ 
terly  rate  fed  to  J 02  per  cent, 
foe  lowest  figure  for  two 
yeaxi.  Commentary,  page  27 


GRE  pays  £560m  for 


By  Marianne  Curphey,  insurance  correspondent 


GUARDIAN  Royal  Ex¬ 
change,  the  insurance  com¬ 
pany,  is  buying  PPP 
•Healthcare  Group,  the. sw> 
and-largest  private  medical 
insurer.  GRE  is  paying  £435 
'million  in  icash.'  with  the 
voidors  also  receivfog  a  £125. 
'milfibn  dividend  frem  PPP, 

-  malting  a  total  of  £560  million. 

PPP  has  a  30  per  cent  share 
of  the  health  insurance  market 
-and  is  owned  by  a  charity.  The 
payment,  which  includes. 
.  'goodwill  of  £141  milHpn,  will 
:  go  stralghrto  the  charity — the 
PEP  Healthcare .  Medical 
Trust  GRE  beat  off  competi¬ 
tion.  from  GE'  Capital  and 
.  Halifax'  to  complete  the  deal, 
v  Although  GRE  said  the  deal 
gave  it  “a  very  significant 
platform  in  tbe  UK  private 
medical  insurance  market",  it 
adenowledged  that  sales  over 
foe^past  fewiyeaii  bad  been 


flat  Derek  Rome,  director  of 
corporate  affairs,  said: 
“Growth  was  indeed  faster  in 
tbe  1980s  and  foe  removal  of 
tax  relief  in  the  last  Budget 
caused  some  peqple  to  lapse. 
However,  according  to  our 
estimate,  the  total  market  will 
.  grow  from  premium  income 
of  El-7  billion  to  £2.1  billion  by 
2000."  . 

John  Robins,  GRE  chief 
executive,  said:  “We  are  deter¬ 
mined  that  the  group  will  be  a 
Rader  in  the  sector  in  the  UK 
and  selected  overseas 
markets."  ' 

Bupa,  PPP*  rival  healthcare 
provider,  has  a  market  share 
of  about  45  per  cent  in  the  UK. 
PPP  has  spent  £10' million  in 

tiie  past  two  years  on  a  brand 

marketing  campaign  directed 
as  much  at  tbe  City  and 
potential  buyers  as  prospec¬ 
tive'  policyholders.  In  spite  of 


this  outlay,  PPP  healthcare 
showed  a  profit  before  tax  of 
£84  million  for  foe  first  nine 
months  of  this  year,  of  which 
£67  million  was  from  invest¬ 
ment  gains.  Its  net  asset  value 
was  E419  milliorL 

By  integrating  the  Guard¬ 
ian  Health  division  info  PPP, 
GRE  expects  to  make  annual 
cost  savings  of  £14  million. 
About  TOO  jobs  are  expected  to 
be  lost.  The  acquisition  is 
expected  to  bring  returns  from 
1999. 

GRE  said  that  overall  UK 
trading  conditions  were 
tough,  particularly  in  tbe  area 
of  large  property  losses,  in¬ 
cluding  a  single  loss  of  15 
million  on  a  fire  claim  in 
October.  These  factors  will  be 
reflected  in  .trading  results  for 
tbe  year  ending  December  31. 

Tempos,  page  28 
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NATIONAL  T&rkihg  Cprporatkjte  foe- 
owner  .  of  National  .Car  Paria,  has  - 
po^dned  its  stock  market  flotation  yet 
again,  and  is  to  demergeGreen  Hag,  its 
whicle^ breakdown  business.  .  \  ; 

N  PC;  wfo  A  is  73  per  cestt  owned  by  its 
founders.  Ronald  Hobson  and  sir  Donald 
Gosling.  was  planning  to  float  negg  yew-  • 
__  23  years  on  from  its  first  attrinpt  to 
come  to  the  stiSdc  mariseL  But  Jx  has  now 
decided  that  a  demerger  of  Green  Flag  is . 
the  first  priority  for  maximising  share¬ 
holder  value,  .-. 7 /o'-';' ,, 

’  -Bob  Madcehae.  dnef  raecunve,  said. 
NPC  inSs  to  demerge  Green  Flag  in 
the  first  half  of  next  year.'IS  shares  wffl 
initially  trade  oh  the .  Ofex  matdwd 
:  bargain  market,  where  NFC  is  traded. 


:  ;  by  Paul  I>drman  ■' 

blit  the  Intention  is^ to  eventually  proceed 
to  a  fidl  market  fisting.  , 

NPC  believes  Green  F&g,  sponsor  of 
the  England  football  team,  has  good 
potential  to  grow  beyond  its  existing 
turnover  of  £140  raflfion.  a  year,  particu¬ 
larly  by  moving  into  plumbing  and  other 
non-motor  help  services.  NCP  is  more 
mature,  although  lto  ‘ Mackenzie  sees 
opportunities  in  ejqpandihg  overseas  and 
In  UK  Ideal  autixaities  seddng  to  Emit 
on-street  parking. :  l  '•  ‘  _vj  v 
Mr  Macferiw  said  the  demerger -plans 
were  not  TntehdS^“  fo-realise  money  for  Mr 
Hobstti  and  Sir  Poaali  He  pointed  out 
that  NPC  has  iafoe  past  two  years  paid  two 
special  dhtidehHs  tcitallizig  £225  milfibn.  of 
whkh.abqut  U^foiffipn  wrrf  to  foe  now 


ekieriy  founders.  This  year’s  interim 
dhidnid  rises  20  per  cent  to  3p  a  share. 

NPC,  whose  confusing  name  will 
eventually  disappear,  has  shelved  plans 
to  float  NCP.  Mr  Mackenzie  said  the  US 
parking  market  is  undergoing  consider¬ 
able  change  and  parts  of  Europe  are  also 
starting  to  look  encouraging. 

.  NPC  reported  a  25S  per  cent  in  its  interim 
pre-tax  profits  to  £26  motion  on  turnover  42 
per  cent  higher  at  £1819  minion.  Part  of  the 
173  per  cent  improvement  in  operating 
profits  to  £29.9  mfltion  was  because  of  a 
change  in  depredation  policy. 

Promotional  spending  on  Green  Flag 
left  its  profits  flat _ 

Commentary,  page  27 
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Jobless  fall 

Unemployment  fell  by  a 
further  21.000  during 
November  to  1.442,100,  the 
lowest  for.  17  years.  The 
jobless  total  peaked  five 
years  ago  at  1.539  million.  The 
overall  seasonally  adjusted 
unemployment  rate  fell  to  5.1 
per  cent,  again  foe  lowest 
since  1980.  Page  26 

Thamesport 

Rutland  Trust,  foe  mini- 
conglomerate,  yesterday  sold 
Thamesport,  the  deep¬ 
water  container  terminal  on 
the  Isle  of  Grain.  Kent,  for 
1)12  million  to  Hutchison,  foe 
Hong  Kong  ports  giant 
Page  30,  Tempos  28 
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Fischer 
reveals 
aims  for 
Springer 
empire 

By  Raymond  S noddy 

MEDIA  EDITOR 

GUS  FISCHER,  the  new 
chairman  and  chief  execu¬ 
tive  of  Axel  Springer.  Eu¬ 
rope's  largest  publishing 
group,  is  planning  radical 
change  at  the  company  to 
increase  efficient  invest 
mare  in  group  titles  and 
make  it  a  more  interna¬ 
tional  company. 

Mr  Fischer,  an  executive 
of  German-Swiss  origin 
based  in  the  UK  and  who 
is  former  chief  executive  of 
News  International,  pub¬ 
lisher  of  The  Times,  will 
take  over  at  the  German 
group  on  January  I. 

"I  didn't  want  to  get 
involved  but  they  didn't 
let  up  and  in  the  end  I 
caved  in.”  says  58-yeawjld 
Mr  Fischer,  who  left 
News  International  two 
years  ago. 

Before  his  resignation, 
he  was  also  chief  operating 
officer  of  News  Corpora¬ 
tion.  the  parent  company 
of  News  International. 

Mr  Fischer  explained 
yesterday  that  he  had  three 
main  goals  for  the  Ger¬ 
man  publishing  group, 
which  has  a  cash  pile  of 
around  DMSOO  million 
(£275  million). 

“I  am  going  to  have  to 
look  at  the  (publishing) 
process.  There  are  more 
than  12.000  employees  in 
Germany  alone."  said  Mr 
Fischer,  who  was  well 
known  at  News  Interna¬ 
tional  for  his  intention  to 
the  detail  of  costs. 

In  particular.  German 
print  unions  are  still  much 
more  powerful  than  their 
UK  equivalents  and  are 
now  likely  to  have  to  face  a 
process  of  modernisation. 

Axel  Springer’s  interests 
range  from  Bild  Zeitung 
and  Die  Welt  to  Der 
Spiegel  magazine;  apart 
from  many  regional 
newspapers. 

Mr  Fischer  said  he 
plans  to  invest  some  of  the 
savings  from  greater  effi¬ 
ciencies  in  the  products 
which  he  believes  have 
become  rather  conserva¬ 
tive  in  design  and 
appearance. 

"We  will  have  to  look 
very  carefully  at  all  the 
products."  said  Mr  Fi¬ 
scher.  whose  career  has 
included  running  news¬ 
paper  equipment  com¬ 
panies  in  the  US. 

The  third  challenge,  he 
said,  is  to  make  Axel 
Springer,  whose  media 
interests  are  largely  con¬ 
fined  to  the  German- 
speaking  world,  more 
international. 

Media  investments  in 
the  UK  were  even  a 
possibility. 

"It  is  a  market  I  know 
well,”  said  Mr  Fischer, 
who  plans  to  keep  his 
house  in  London,  al¬ 
though  much  of  his  work¬ 
ing  fife  in  future  will  be 
spent  commuting  between 
Hamburg  and  Berlin,  the 
two  centres  of  the  Axel 
Springer  empire. 

Berlin,  in  particular,  he 
believes,  is  going  to  be  the 
capital  of  Middle  Europe. 

The  new  chairman  and 
chief  executive  of  Axel 
Springer  would  also  like  to 
try  to  ensure  that  Die  Welt 
is  “  the  number  one  Ger¬ 
man  language  paper  in  the 
world". 


By  Philip  Bassett,  industrial  editor 


THE  Government  yesterday 
said  wage  moderation  was 
"essential"  for  die  health  of  the 
economy  as  unemployment  fell 
by  a  further  21.000  and  earn¬ 
ings  growth  remained  stable. 

The  dear  call  by  ministers 
underlines  concern  in  White¬ 
hall  that  falling  unemployment 
threatens  an  upsurge  in  infla¬ 
tion.  However,  ministers  also 
insisted  that  the  latest  decline 
in  unemployment  was  bene  ti¬ 
dal  for  jobseekers  and  for  the 
economy  generally. 

The  renewed  pressure  for 
wage  moderation  came  as  the 
number  of  people  out  of  work 
and  claiming  benefit  fell  in 
November  to  1,442,100.  The 
drop  takes  the  seasonally  ad¬ 
justed  claimant  count  to  its 
lowest  level  for  17  years,  and 
takes  the  overall  fall  in  unem¬ 
ployment  since  its  peak  five 
years  ago  to  1-539  million. 

Claimant  unemployment  fell 
in  all  regions,  and  for  both  men 
and  women.  Unadjusted  un¬ 
employment  —  the  actual  num¬ 
ber  of  people  our  of  work  and 
claiming  benefit  —  was  down 
45.184  to  1 .357.649.  The  overall 


Candover 
fund  brings 
in  £850m 

By  Jason  Ni&sfc 

CANDOVER  Investments, 
the  venture  capital  house, 
yesterday  raised  £850  million 
for  its  latest  investment  fond 
—  £200  million  more  than  it 
had  projected  when  the  fond 
was  launched  in  June. 

More  than  half  the  money 
has  come  from  US  investors,  27 
per  cent  from  UK  fond  mana¬ 
gers  and  13  per  cent  from 
continental  Europe.  Candover 
expected  to  invest  about  two- 
thirds  tn  the  UK,  with  the  rest 
in  France  and  Germany. 

The  strong  response  comes 
after  the  success  of  Candover’s 
two  previous  foods.  The  1989 
fund  has  already  repaid  ait  its 
investors  with  a  handsome 
profit  and  the  1994  fund  has 
already  returned  72  per  cent  of 
the  £307  million  it  raised. 

Stephen  Curran,  chief  execu¬ 
tive.  said  the  size  of  the  new 
fund  would  give  Candover 
greater  flexibility.  "We  can  now 
underwrite  £200  million  of 
equity  in  a  deal  on  our  own 


seasonally  adjusted  unem¬ 
ployment  rate  fell  marginally 
ID  5.1  per  cent  —  again  the 
lowest  since  1980. 

Whitehall  suggested  that 
the  figures  were  consistent 
with  a  downward  trend  in  un¬ 
employment  towards  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  the  Office  for  National 
Statistics  estimate  oF  a  fall  of 
15.000  to  35.000  a  month.  The 
latest  monthly  fall  came  as 


average  earnings  growth  re¬ 
mained  stable,  with  underly¬ 
ing  earnings  rising  4J5  per 
cent  in  the  year  to  October,  toe 
same  level  as  September,  and 
indeed  for  the  past  six  months, 
though  manufacturing  indus¬ 
try  earnings  ticked  up  a  quart¬ 
er  of  a  point  after  revisions  to 
last  month’s  figures. 

The  figures  prompted  min¬ 
isters  to  renew  calls  for  re¬ 


sponsibility  over  wages.  While 
welcoming  the' fall  in  unem¬ 
ployment  as  “good  news  for 
these  moving  into  jobs  and  for 
the  economy",  Andrew -Smith, 
the  Employment  Minister, 
said:  "Moderation  in  earnings 
growth  is  essential  if  economic  ’ 
growth  is  to  continue  deliver¬ 
ing  extra  jobs  and  not  just 
higher-  earnings  for  those  al¬ 
ready  m  work."  He  said:  “The 


Japanese  moves  welcomed 

By  Alas  Dai  r  Murray,  economics  correspondent 


THE  JAPANESE  Government  yesterday  un¬ 
veiled  a  plan  to  pay  an  income  tax  rebate  of  2 
trillion  yen  (£9.8  bfllion)  in  a  bid  to  kick-start 
the  country’s  flagging  economy. 

Hiroshi  Mitsuzuka,  the  Finance  Minister, 
said  the  rebate  would  form  part  of  a  package  of 
economic  stimulus  measures  —  worth  a  total  of 
about  5  trillion  yen  (£245  billion)  —  which 
should  be  finalised  by  the  end  of  the  week. 

The  unexpected  tax  cut  was  warmly  wel¬ 
comed  in  the  markets,  with  the  Nikkei  225 
index  surging  5  per  cent  to  dose  at  I6£I6.6S. 

The  battered  yen  also  received  a  boost  after 
the  Bank  of  Japan  intervened  in  the  markrt  for 


the  first  time  in  five  years.  Dealers  believe  the 
BoJ  sold  about  $1  billion,  helping  the  yen  to 
climb  from  Y13L8  against  the  dollar  to  YLZ5.S5. 

The  stimulus  measures  boasted  markets  else¬ 
where  in  Asia  and  received  support  from 
abroad.  The  US  described  the  package  as  "good 
for  Japan  and  good  for  the  whole  Asian  region” 

Economists  welcomed  the  package  as  a  step 
in  the  right  direction,  but  cautioned  that  the 
Japanese  economy  was  still  a  long  way  from 
recovery.  The  rise  in  the  value  of  the  yen  is 
expected  to  prove  short-lived,  with  economists 
predicting  it  will  head  towards  140  to  the  dollar 
in  the  coming  weeks. 


Tempus.  page  28  Stephen  Curran,  chief  executive,  left,  with  Colin  Boffin,  a  fellow  Candover  director 


Oasis  plunges  after  warning 


By  Fraser  Nelson 


SHARES  in  Oasis  suffered 
their  sharpest  one-day  fall 
yesterday  after  the  fashion 
retailer  gave  warning  that 
stiff  competition  and  slug¬ 
gish  high  street  sales  would 
force  its  profits  below  mar¬ 
ket  expectations. 

The  shares  dropped  56p  to 
I30p  —  falling  below  the  165p 
flotation  price  for  the  first  time 
—  as  analysts  said  the  dothing 
chain  is  heading  for  its  first 
profits  decline. 

The  shares  now  stand  at  30 
per  cent  of  their  421  *2  p  high. 
Eight  months  ago.  the  direct 
tors  sold  around  £5.8  million 
of  shares  at  around  the  400p 
leveL 

Michael  Bennett,  chairman, 
sold  £1  million  of  shares  at 
400p  only  weeks  before  the 
shares  tumbled  to  200p. 

Maurice  Bennett,  his  broth¬ 
er  and  deputy,  sold  £3-2  mil¬ 


lion  of  shares  at  400p  and 
Vivian  Scott,  managing  direc¬ 
tor,  raised  385 p  a  share  selling 
a  £385.000  stake. 

The  company  said  yester¬ 
day  that  its  problems  were 
entirely  related  to  a  general 
slowdown  in  the  high  street  — 


and  had  nothing  to  do  with 
this  season's  autumn/winter 
range  from  Oasis. 

Richard  Perks,  analysts  at 
Verdict  Research,  disagreed. 
He  said:  “The  high  street  is  not 
doing  as  badly  as  people  are 
suggesting.  A  lot  of  Oasis 


VMan  Scott  sells  I 
I  £24.120  st  403p , 


OASIS  STORES:  DRYING  UP 
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Vivian  Scott  sells 
£400.000  at  385p 


Maurice  Bennett  sate 
£3.2m  at  400p 


Lynn  Burstall  sells 

£200.000  at  4Qlp  Darid  Sarsan  sells 
£360.00-3  at  -SOOp  ; 
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problems  are  specific  to  the 
company  itself.  It  has  had 
trouble  with  its  range  and  if 
you  lose  the  grip  even  a  little 
bit  that  can  have  disastrous 
effects." 

The  company  denied  that 
the  directors  had  capitalised 
on  the  top  of  the  market, 
pointing  out  that  they  sold 
within  weeks  of  being  released 
from  their  handcuff  deal  that 
prevented  any  disposals  with¬ 
in  the  first  two  years  of 
flotation. 

The  Bennett  brothers  and 
Mr  Scon  still  hold  33  per  cent 
of  the  company's  shares  be¬ 
tween  them. 

Oasis  is  now  expected  to 
make  a  pre-tax  profit  of  £13 
million  for  the  year  to  January 
31.  against  EI5.6  million  profit 
last  nme. 

Market  report,  page  2S 


prize  of  sustainable  growth 
and  lower  unempjqyment  de- 
pends  on  keeping  inflationary 
pressures  firmly  under  cont-' 
roL"  But  ministerial  calls  were 
somewhat  undercut  by  an  an¬ 
alysis  of  labour  market  statist¬ 
ics  by  Whitehall  economists, 
who  said:  "There  is  no  sign  of 
a  take-off  in  pay  settlements 
pd  retail  and  producer  price 
inflation  are  low,  though  'core* 
inflation  is  marginally  above 
theGovemmenrs  target." 

Ministers  said  that  still- 
high  unemployment  among 
men  arid  especially  among 
young  people  showed  the  im¬ 
portance  of  the  Welfare  to 
Work  programme,  with 
David  Blunkett,  Education 
and  Employment  Secretary, 
yesterday  announcing  a  fur¬ 
ther  14  employers  signing  up 
to  the  New  DeaL 

Employment  rose  73.000' in . 
the  quarter  to  September  hy  to 
26.595.000,  separate  new  fig¬ 
ures  showed  yesterday.  But 
further  new  data  :showed  re¬ 
dundancies  continuing;  with 
187,000  people  made  redundant 
in  the  three  months  to  August 


Chairman 
of  select 
committee 
blames 
Budge 

By  Christine  Buckley 

INDUSTRIAL 

CORRESPONDENT 

MARTIN  O'NEILL,  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Commons  Trade 
and  Industry  Select  Commit¬ 
tee.  yesterday  launched  a 
stinging  attack  on  Richard 
Budge,  chief  executive  of  RJB 
Mining,  accusing  him  of  mis¬ 
management 

Mr  O'Neill,  who  in  the  new 
year  will  publish  the  commit¬ 
tee’s  report  on  the  future  of 
coal,  said  the  recent  crisis 
would  nor  have  readied  the 
state  it  had  if  it  had  not  been 
for  RIB'S  handling  of  contract 
negotiations.  He  told  a  Coal¬ 
field  Communities  Campaign 
meeting:  “The  crisis  was 
caused  by  the  ineptitude  of 
RJB . . .  they  only  have  a  hand¬ 
ful  of  customers  and  they  seem 
to  have  offended  all  of  them." 

But  he  also  criticised  the 
electricity  generators  in  what 
could  signal  break-up  recom¬ 
mendations  in  the  committee's 
report  Mr  O'Neill  told  the 
meeting  of  miners,  union  lead¬ 
ers  and  MP5  that  National 
Pbwer  and  RjwerGen  —  the 
two  biggest  generators  — 
owned  too  many  coal-fired 
power  stations  ana  more  inde¬ 
pendent  players  ■  should  be 
brought  in.  He  said;  “The 
generating  companies  are 
going  to  have  to  be  broken 
up."  He  said  they  were  an 
important  piece  in  the  coal 
jigsaw  but  that  there  was  no 
effective  .competition  in  elec¬ 
tricity  price-setting. 

The  generators  this  week 
agreed  to  a  government-bro¬ 
kered  deal  to  take  coal  orders 
early  to  ensure  that  RJB  could 
maintain  production  until  toe 
end  of  June.  Mr  O’Neill  told 
the  meeting  that  Mr  Budge 
had  made  “grave  mistakes” 
and  that  while  the  coal  indus¬ 
try  had  been  mismanaged 
when  it  was  in  state  ownership 
"in  certain  areas  of  private 
ownership  ir  has  been  mis¬ 
managed  in  different  ways". 
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oi7i-782  7344 1  Wace  chief  to  leave  as 

dividend  hopes  fade 


By  Martin  Barrow 


TREVOR  GRICE  is  stepping 
down  as  chief  executive  of  the 
troubled  Wace  Group,  the 
imaging  and  printing  group. 
The  company,  which  contin¬ 
ues  to  undergo  extensive  re¬ 
structuring,  also  said  there  is 
“no  reasonable  prospect"  of  a 
dividend  being  paid  this  year. 

Mr  Grice  will  stand  down 
on  March  31,  although  he  will 
act  as  a  consultant  to  the 
printing  divisions  under  a 
three-year  agreement.  He  was 
appointed  chief  executive  in 
1992  The  company  made  a 


profit  in  each  of  the  next  three 
years,  but  plunged  back  into 
toe  red  in  1996  with  a  £2 
million  loss  on  sales  of  E323 
million.  This  year  Wace 
shares  hare  fallen  from  KE'ap 
arto  were  down,  another  1  >2  p  at 
24p  yesterday. 

The  company  has  agreed 
revised  debt  facilities  with  -its 
lenders,  incurring  exceptional 
costs  of  £2  million  to  charge 
against  this  year’s  profits. 
There  will  also  be  a  £2  million 
exceptional  charge  against 
further  restructuring. 
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Kunick  adds  to 
the  Midas  touch 

KUNICK.  the  leisure  management  group,  yesterday  report¬ 
ed  a  17  per  cent  rise  in  pn-ax  profiis  for  the  year  tp 
September  3a  from  £9.1  million  to  £10.6  million,  an  turnover 
of  £131  million,  up  10  per  cent  from  £119  milhon-Earmn^  per- 
share  were  2p.  up  33  from  Up.  and  a  total  dividend  ofOSSjfc. 
up  from  0.7p,  will  be  paid  on  March  3.  -  .•  •  . 

'  The  company  said  that  it  continued  to  invest  in  Midas,  nr; 
remote  electronic  machine  management  system,  and ui 
improvements  to  local  authority  leisure  facUtoes.  It  added L 
that  growth  was  expected  to  be  maintained  in  the  year  ahead 
and  that  prospects  were  encouraging. 

Richards  reduces  loss 

RICHARDS,  toe  textiles  group,  suffered  .a  £157  million  loss 
in  the  year  to  September,  against  a  £237  million  loss  in  the  . 
previous  year.  A  total  dividend  of  ZOp.  unchanged,  is  to  be 
paid  despite  losses  of  7~22p  a  share,  against  10.63p  th  toe 
previous  year.  Brian  Gilbert,  the  septuagenarian  chairman, 
-is  to  stand  down  at  toe  annuatmeeting.  Ray  Dtnsdale.  the  59- 
year-old  chief  executive,  also  intends  to  stand  down  “as  soon 
as  possible".  Richards  said  the  changes  had  been  planned 

tor  some  time.  The  shares  remained  unchanged  ar  33*2  p.  _ 

Lands  Improvement  fails- 

SHARES  in  Lands  Improvement  fell  18p  to  90*zp  after  toe 
property  group  said  its  foil-year  profits  would  be  substantial¬ 
ly  below  market  forecasts.  A  sharp  deterioration  in  returns, 
from  the  farming  operation  was  blamed  along  with  a 
provision  to  write  down  the  company’s  leisure  park  to  its 
estimated  net  realisable  value.  Directors  now  expect  not  less, 
than  £500,000  before  tax  for  1997  and  expert  to  pay  an 
unchanged  total  dividend  of  4.75p.  Farming  fosses  of  at  least 
£i  million  are  expected  after  reorganisation  costs  of  £600.000.: . 

Engineers  unprepared 

EEF,  the  organisation  that  represents  employers  in  the 
engineering  industries,  said  yesterday  the  vast  majority  of  ' 
engineering  firms  were  wholly  unprepared  for  economic  and  i 
monetary  union.  An  EEF  survey  suggests  chat  only  ane  inten  ; 
firms  have  made  definite  plans  for  EMU.  EEF  leaders- 
accepted  that  preparing  for  EMU  was  so  far  “nor  an  , 
immediate  concern",  but  insisted  this  was  primarily  because  ] 
of  a  lack  of  clarity  on  the  issue  from  toe  Government  and  an  J 
unclear  target  date  for  the  UK’S  participation.  -  •  .  i 

Delphi  postponement 

DELPHI  GROUP,  the  computer  software  and  services  com¬ 
pany,  has  been  advised  to  postpone  its  American  placing  an  the 
Nasdaq  market  until  toe  first  quarter  of  1998.  Rapid  deterior- 
ation  in  market  conditions  for  new  issues  in  America  is  blamed. 
Shares  in  Delphi  fell  2b  p  to  690p.  Tony  Reeves,  chairman  and  1 
chief  executive,  said:  “We  have  decided  to  postpone  the  issue  ! 
until  conditions  are  more  favourable.  Our  commitment  to  the 
pursuit  of  the  company's  US  growth  strategy  remains  firm  and 
we  will  push  ahead  with  it  by  all  means  available  to  us." 

Byatt  plans  to  get  tough 

IAN  BYATT,  the  water  regulator,  yesterday  said  that  he 
would  get  tough  on  Wafer  companies  that  were  slow  to  tart 
operating  costs.  Mr  Byatt  delivered  his  warning.  linked  to  the 
next  price  review,  after  figures  from  Ofwat  showed  thar 
operating  costs  across  toe  industry  had  fallen  6  per  cent  over 
toe  past  four  years.  He  said:  "Companies  that  are  relatively 
less  efficient  can  expect  comm  ensurately  tougher  targets  on 
operating  costs."The  nextpricing  curbs  for  water  will  start  in 
2000,  but  Mr  Byatt  has  started  drafting  plans  for  the  review. 

Barclays  strike  called  off 

A  PLANNED  strike  by  Barclays  Bank  workers  on  Christmas 
Eve  has  been  called  off  after  an  agreement  to  hold  fresh  talks 
on  a  long-running  pay  dispute.  Members  of  Bifu  and  Urrifi,  ; 
toe  unions,  had  been  due  to  wa  lk  out  next  week  in  the  latest  in 
a  series  of  24-hour  stoppages  in  protest  at  a  performance- 
related  pay  scheme.  But  the  strike  was  called  off  yesterday 
after  an  offer  from  the  bank  to  hold  talks.  Barclays  said  that, 
after  “constructive  discussions"  with  the  unions,  a  way 
forward  had  now  been  agreed. 


BELL  ATLANTIC 
FOREIGN  SALES 
CORPORATION  , 

•  Specialists  in 
aircraft  financing 

Bell  Atlantic  Foreign  Sales  Corporation 
structures  and  invests  in  single  investor 
and  leveraged  leases  for  a.  variety  of  large 
ticket  items: 

•  AIRCRAFT  (767’s  and  MD-80’s 
•  among  others) 

•  OIL  DRILLING  EQUIPMENT 

•  COMPUTERS 

•  CONTAINERS 

•  CONSTRUCTION  AND  CAPITAL  ' 
EQUIPMENT 

In  addition.  Bell  Atlantic  Foreign  Sales 
Corporation,  provides  general  equipment 
leasing  services  in  the  small  ticket  and 
middle  market  areas  for  vendors  and  users 
of  copiers,  telecommunications  arid  data  • 
processing  systems,  and  a  wide  range  of ' 
other  income  producing  equipment. 

For  information  on  the  services  -  v„y-- 
available  from  Bell  Atlantic  ForagrrSales 
Corporation,  please  write  to: 

B^L  ATLANTIC  FOREIGN  SALES  • 
CORPORATION 

Suite  208,  Citibank  Building  ' 

Charlotte  Amalie,  St.  Thomas  ' . 

U.S.  Virgin  Islands  00801 
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WJtt-on  fhc-cmshioBii 
wncfces,  the  ^Deputy 
Prime  Minuter.  ibhi> 1 

of  raUpryatoaijon.  How  ^ 
he  was?  to  hindsight  fee  fiS 
yymistratiQn  succeeded  ;  in 
daivcring  a  main  pfank  of  the 
transP°rt  nifruslrutiiTC  intopri- 
v«e  lands  for  a  knockdown 
g^rJHioyto^gowni  fe  'only 

iSijrasssjs* 


mt-Angd  Trains— feefcfrSand 
— “art  keenly 
priced  of  meroBme  stock  tearing 
rompaxues  (Roscos)  —  yestetdw 
passed  .from  the  hands  of  No--, 
tmira^  its  cnigmalbuyec,  to  Royal 
Bank  of  .Scotian*  53v»in?a 
E389 jMSion  profit  in  the.process. - 
Thai-  represents  a.  compound 

;retum  of  25  per  cent  a  year  And, 

if  you .  take  account  of  fee 
financial  engineering  that  No- 
.  imira  was  able  to  bringtabear  to 
the  deal,,  fee  pure  profit  canbe 
seen  as  65.000  percent  of  the  risk-- 
q^MLA  nice  deal,  by  anyppe’S- 

'  Of  course  Angel  is  not  the  only  r 
not:,  fee  toast,  blatant,  winner, 
from  rail  .privatisation.  There , 
:  was ,  Everabrilt  and  POgterhrook 
—  the  .other  two  Roscos  —  Prism/ 
Ra£L  Stagecoach,  Virgin  Trains, 

.  ScotiRall  and  tiie  biggest : money 

5kmmg  for  the  recent  fell  in  the 
share  price  due  to  fee  mterven-  • 
tioti  of  the  nail  regulator,  John' . 
Swift,  it  has  delivered  a  50  per  ; 
cent  return  to  investors  in  little 
more  than  18  monfes  of  trading 
cnfep  stock  hnrket.  ' 


This  Angel  isn’t  heavenly 


-.  TbereaieinsBiyreasbnsforwby 
fee  rail  network  was  s6W  so 
.  cherajy.  And  Prescott  has  to  take. 
his;  share  of  fife-blame:  In  oppo- 
.  rifioo.  he  always,  fereatened  ..to 
unravel  privatisatitinonce  Labour 
was  ejected,  so  delivering  what  is  > 
.called  in  fee.  jtaaxfcet  “regulatory 
risk”, This  promise has  not  heer; 

ante  of 

rfitethrratpiEs|ied  downpnpes.and 
frighterted  away  -investors.  The 
omqr  -  person  ,who  should -be 
blamed  is  Jcfen  Major  He-man-  - 
aged  to  hang  cm  to  power  for  a 
crucial  few  months  longer  than- 
anyone  in.  the  industry  objected . 
so  .allowing  ftepinyataatioa  pro¬ 
cess  to  get.  closer  toccmpJenon 
than  many  involved  in  the  process 
had  feared might  be  the  case.  ~ 

>.  -But  what  is  the.Eegulafrwy  risk 
these  > days?  ■  Given.  Gordon 
Brown’s.,  tough  spending  -  cone; 
strain*,.  Labour  :  is  severiy .  rie-  - 
s^^m^tlna^beaHeto 

oedy^use  feie'ndl^rqBijfeiDrl:tD' 
recfflistnjtt  fee -potential  returns 
;ps^ti^groapsmake;Thisheis 
doing.  -The  regulatory  review , 
Swift  published;  last  week  in- 
cheated  that  the  new  regime  will 
be  much  more: .strict,  .when - 
determining  what  rate  of  return  ■ 


COMMENTARY 

by  our  City  Editor 


.  the  rail  coirmanies  ar  e  allowed  to 
take.  Rail  feres  wifi  be  kept  in 
.  check.  Subsidies  will  be  cut  The 
good  tones  may  well  be  over. 

■  So  is  this  a  good  time  for  Royal 
Bank  to  buy.  into  rail  leasing?  It 
beat  off  a  mdframGE  Capital, 
fee  world  expert  in  this  -area, 
which  was  unhappy  feat  it 
missed  out  an  a  Rosco  the  first 
time  around.  This  indicates  that 
Royal  Bank  has  payed  over  the 
top  for  a  business  with  dedining 
prospects. 

Oster  rich  thanks 
to  Cookson  crew 

For  all  the;,  many,  many 
hours  that,  highly  paid 
people  have  spent  drawing 
up  corporate  governance  codes, 
one  has  to  wonder  whether  any 
real  progress  has  been  made. 
Today's  lesson  conies  from 
Cookson  GrOup.  Richard  Oster, 
-the  all-American  chairman . 
familiarly  described  as  a  d  gar- 


star,  has  “mutually  agreed"  with 
his  board  room  colleagues  that 
fee  industrial  materials  com¬ 
pany  would  be  much  better  off 
without  him.  To  ease  the  pain  of 
parting,  Oster  has  been  given 
£2.9  million  of  shareholders' 
money  to  keep  him  company 
bade  home  in  Rhode  Island- 

Now,  despite  Cookson's  dis¬ 
mal  share  price  performance 
over  fee  last  two  years,  this  is  not 
strictly  a  .reward  for  failure. 
Cookson.  locked  in  danger  of 
going  under  before  Oster  took 
over  bade  in  1991.  But  he  has 
already  been  amply  rewarded, 
bong  paid  £1  million  or  more  in 
each  d  fee  last  four  years. 

What  shook!  really  stick  in 
investors’  craws  is  that  Oster 
only  signed  a  new  three-year 
contract  last  March — only  a  few 
months  before  he  moved  from 
chief  executive  to  chairman.  Nat 
one  of  life's  natural  non-exec¬ 
utives,  Oster  found  the  transition 
difficult,  particularly  when  the 


new  chief  executive  made  moves 
to  offload  some  of  Osier'S  pet 
businesses  and  scale  down  the 
US  head  office,  which  just  hap¬ 
pens  to  be  in  Rhode  Island. 
Cookson  portrays  this  as  a 
friendly  disagreement  but  it  was 
sufficiently  concerned  to  call 
back  the  rally  recently  departed 
Bob  Malpas,  70,  as  an  interim 
chairman. 

Why,  when  most  big  com¬ 
panies  are  adopting  12-month 
contracts,  did  Malpas  agree  to 
Osteris  new  three-year  deal  so 
shortly  before  a  fundamental 
change  in  his  responsibilities?  To 
claim,  as  Malpas  attempts,  that 
Cookson  has  done  well  by  resist¬ 
ing  the  more  outrageous  _  de¬ 
mands  of  Oster*s  American 
lawyers  is  ridiculous. 

More  fundamentally,  the 
causes  of  Ostert  departure  raise 
questions  about  the  degree  of 
influence  he  was  allowed  to 
exercise  and  the  balance  of 
powers  within  the  Cookson 
board.  Stephen  Howard,  the  new 


By  Jason  NissB 


LONRHOhasbroken  off 
negotiations  wife;  Prince. 
Alwaleed-Bin.Talal,  fee  Saudi " 
investor,  about  the  $500  mil¬ 
lion  (BOS  million};  sate  of  fee 
Princess  Hotels  chain. 

.The  ntining-bsrced  conglom¬ 
erate,  which  expected  to^sdl 
the  business  m  fee  new  year; . 
has  sent  sales  memorandums 
to  at  least  two  ofeer  parties.  -I- 

The  favourite  buyer  js;Jbe- 
Heved  to  be  StarWood  wog-  ' 
ing,  die  US  group  featrecttxtly 
bought  nr.  Sheraton.  Other , 
bidders  are  expected  to  in-: . 
dude  Hilton  Hotels  Corpora¬ 
tion.  the  .US  partner  of. 
Ladbrokc  Group,  and  Host_ 
Marriott.  Lonjhois  confident " 
that  it  wifi  receive  at  lra£?4fee 
amount  Prince  . 

Offering.  J.A; 

The  breakdown  toj.'fafts* 
with  Prince  Alwaleed,  vfeose 
investments  indude  stakesdp i 
Canary  Wharf  and  Euro  Ks- , 
ney.  craned  more  jthan; ;'snr 
months.,  after  Lonrhosigoed 

Ahvakedj  who  is  bdiewed  fe'r 
have spent  more:  th^ri 
million  in  tees  fee  ahoran 
deal."  '  ‘ 

Wjten  XbDxtte  eritMedjntia 
the  talks  it  desperately  riwsja 
money  to  pay  its  debts.  Since 


Standard  Zeneca  to 
life  joins;  acquire 

banksbattle  fungicide 
tf  for  savers  -business 


.  Bar  Susan  Emmbit  7 

STANDARD  LIFE,  Europtfs 
largest  mutual  life  assurance 
company.  j«sterday  An¬ 
nounced,  it  was  taking  on  the 
banks  wife  the .  launch  of  a 
savings  accourtL  It  ts.fhe  latest 
in  a  kmglme  ^of  newcomers  to 
challenge  the  haditiQnal  high 
street  banks,  including 
Sams  bury  X  Tcsco  arid  Vugjri- 
The  new  telephone-based 
account  will  offer  a  rate  of  6.76 


as  £1.  The  supermarkets  pay 
6  5  per  cent,  one  of  the  highest 
rates  in  the  market  for  sraaD 
savings. 

Jim  Spowart,  managing  <ft- 

rerior  of  Standard  Life  B813^ - 
said  that  the  amount  would 
remain  competitive  betau^ 
as  a  direct  serviced  it  would  not. 
have'  to  mamtain  a  brawb 
network.  .  ■  ; 

The  Standard  Life  ;“ES: 

atv» «  savings  account,  whim 
will  be  launched  on  Januwy  5, 

will  Btitially'.  be.  aimed  at 
ihdividials,  fait  dwo-  «« 
plans,  to  extend  it  to  business- 
The  goup’  also  fe. 
launch  fixed-term  savings  a>r- 
counts  and  .will  bring  in 
•fnortoages,^  followed  by  P^- 

sttoaTloamf  iwxt  $mniner . 


.  By  PadlDurman 
ZENECA  is:  pfenning,  to 


-3*1  iriigu n.n 

drviskua  by  spending  $500 
mpon,  (£303  nuUtonJ  lo  , 
acquire  ten  AmoicaMnsed 
fungicide  business  and  addt- 
ttorial  product' distribution 
rights.  - 

The  pharmaceuticals* 
group  has  agreed  a  deal 
with  Ishitaan  Sangyo 
Raisha  of  Japan  io  bay  ISK 
Biosaences.  which  makes 
chlorofeafonfl,  one  of  fee; 
world's  blggest-selling • 
fungici^-  ...  ‘  ‘ 

■  Zeneca  beheves  that"  flns% 
will  comptement  its  own 
Amistar,  .the  recently. 

launched  broad  spectrum 

fim^dde  that  it  eifeeris  to 
become  the- .  international.' 
market  leader  by  fee  year 
2000. V  I  . 

Zeneca-  intends  fliat  rite. 

farming  cUStOrOCTS  should 

alternate  ■  Amistar  wife 
chlorofealooil  thus  helping 
..to  jBwmt  crops  devetoping 
resfetance.  ‘  . 

•  itie'C^y  liked  the-dcaL. 

Zeneca's  shares  49p 
higfaer  tp  £20.77.  .  •  - 

-  .'  Tempos,  page  28 


flioi  it -has  sold  its  sugar.  ^7 
operations  and  yesterday  com- 


ILOWUSTO 


ptoed  fee  dispq^l  erf  its  car 
dealership  ^jeratKHB. 

Thfa  business vfei.di.inr 
:  dudes  fee  Dottao-Forshaw 
,  diain.  Jade' ^Bm^qy,  tiw cen¬ 
tral  London  Rofis-Rqyce  deal- 
ersltip,  apd.fee  Mdsterdriye 
^Jeasmg  epfitefirai  z2-  is 
..bought  by-  a-  management 

-  teambadted  by  CVC  Partners , 
m  a  £313  xnxfefai  deal . 

The  ;^  Kam.  ^  bang  led  by 
Robert  Rchinscai.  chief  execu- 
.  live  (rf  J^itton-Facshaw,-  who 
•  raid  that  feat  operation:  bad  a 
dear  strategy  for  grqwfe  atean 
indqtendem^uotfqjariy.  -Rob , 
Lucas  of  CVC  Partner*  raid . 
fee  byytad^ '<tmbs  at  a  feiie 
when  fefi.vriaijq  .distrjfafejon; 
•mail rika  is.- faring  dranritic 
change.  >_•:  ■ 

;  Lomho  is  stfil  ih  talks  wife 
ja.  fee  South  African  mming. 

-  group,  about  te  possafae  £450 

f  puEdbase  of  the  dont. . 
pajay.  tf owever  rqxHts  from 
•!  StouthAfrica  mdicate  a  split  Lri 
tiie  .  JCI  -  board,  wife  Mzi , 
jOHmtefo,  the  chairman,  fight- 
?hig  s-  internal  ~  opposition^  to 
.  war  ahead  with  the  Lrinrho 
.  o<^.  is  ;  also  vRrfiahg 

-  'aa  ajdemerger/of.frs  African  ' 
-tnufrog  operations;  ’  ■  r.- 


-.r' 
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The  Hi-Speed 


chief  executive,  has  been  a 
Cookson  director  for  five  years 
and  presumably  supported 
building  up  the  portfolio  of 
businesses  he  is  now  dis¬ 
mantling.  In  these  days  of  man¬ 
agerial  professionalism,  how 
come  Howard  did  not  make  his 
feeling  felt  about  the  balance  of 
business  in  Cookson  while  Oster 
was  still  in  charge? 

Beckett  should 
parkatNCP 

If  Margaret  Beckett  Wants  to 
court  friends  in  the  business 
community,  she  could  do 
worse  than  ask  the  Monopolies  & 
Mergers  Commission  to  investi¬ 
gate  the  National  Parking 
Corporation.  Few  senior  exec¬ 
utives,  and  even  few  people  who 
have  ever  driven  a  car  in  London, 
have  any  love  for  the  company's 
ubiquitous  National  Car  Parks 
subsidiary,  which  owns  more 
than  600  sites  in  prime  locations, 
sites  that  often  seem  to  offer  the 
only  place  to  park  legally. 
Meanwhile  the  group's  ageing 
founders  —  Sir  Donald  Gosling, 
69.  and  Ranald  Hobson,  78,  — 
continue  to  bolster  their  personal 
fortunes  by  taking  special  divi¬ 
dends  our  of  the  group  while 


putting  off  flotation  plans.  For 
the  record,  a  market  listing  was 
first  mooted  for  NPC  way  back  in 
1975. 

The  latest  plan  is  to  demerge 
Green  Flag,  the  motor  rescue 
rival  to  AA  and  RAC.  and  trade 
its  shares  on  the  unregulated 
Ofex  market  This  wfl!  release 
£200  million  to  NPC  without 
having  to  reveal  the  full  details  of 
the  group's  accounts  and  how 
much  money  it  makes  from  its 
contracts  wife  local  councils. 

The  only  way  to  get  these  out 
into  the  open  is  for  a  foil 
investigation  into  NFC'S  busi¬ 
ness  practices,  which  once  fam¬ 
ously  involved  spying  on  a  rival 
operator,  a  company  it  later 
bought  out.  Given  NPC  will 
make  more  than  £50  million  this 
year,  enjoying  margins  of  up  to 
15  per  cent,  the  MMC  is  certain  to 
have  an  interesting  time  working 
out  whether  the  group  operates 
in  the  public  interest 

Flood  of  excuses 

ANOTHER  Christmas  season 
brings  yet  another  set  of  excuses 
from  retailers.  It  seems  that 
shoppers  were  not  buying  shoes 
and  clothes  in  November 
because  it  was  too  warm.  This 
follows  the  effect  of  the  death  of 
Diana,  Princes  of  Wales,  which 
blighted  the  high  street  Septem¬ 
ber  and  October.  Now  it  is  too 
cold  for  the  Christmas  boom.  So 
please,  please,  please  can  some¬ 
one  tell  me,  what  is  the  ideal 
weather  for  shopping? 


Times  ore  changing  and  so  are  we.  Welcome 
lo  Alcaiel,  Hie  company  embracing  a  new  way 
of  thinking.  You  already  know  us  for  our  leader¬ 
ship  in  Hie  worldwide  telecoms  market.  Now,  get 
to  know  us  as  the  Hi- Speed  Company.  Yes.  We 
provide  the  Hi-Tech  solutions  you  need  to  meet  the 
challenges  of  today's  fast-paced,  information- based 
society.  And  now  we  have  re -focused  our  company 
and  our  thinking  lo  respond  better  to  your  needs  for 
cutting-edge  and  innovative  Hi-Speed  products  and 
value-odded  services.  Take,  for  example,  our  manv 
recent  technological  breakthroughs  ana  commercial 
successes.  They're  truly  end-to-end  telecommu¬ 
nications  solutions:  from  the  depths  of  the  ocean  to 
the  ouier  limits  of  space,  linking  together  cities  and 
people  all  over  the  world,  from  serving  individual 
needs  at  home  to  business  demands  at  work. 
Hi-Speed  products  have  real  user  benefits,  allowing 
for  the  growth  of  bandwidth  for  new  applications  and 
interactive  services  which  will  impact  nearly  everyone  on 
the  planet.  Whether  you  or  your  customers  communicate 
by  voice,  data  or  image  using  the  Internet,  mobile  phone, 
satellite  or  fiber  optic  networks,  you  can  expect  Alcatel  to 
Dtovide  you  with  the  highest  speed.  We  make  this  possibl 


Hi-Speed  is  not  only  at  the  core  of  all  our  solutions;  it's  also  the 
essence  of  our  company's  attitude,  from  our  research  and 
development  right  through  to  our  technical  support.  We're 
becoming  a  Hi -Speed  driven  organization  with  a 
renewed  commitment  to  service.  Thanks  to  our  key 
account  and  project  management  organizations,  we 
shall  attend  immediately  to  your  needs  around  the 
clock,  wherever  you  are  ana  whatever  your  field 
of  activity.  Being  Hi-Speed  driven  also  means 
ensuring  a  foster  rate  of  return  on  your  investments. 

We  can  efficiently  implement  new  products 
and  services  from  initial  concept  to  market, 
and  quickly  pull  together  the  international 
resources  required  to  develop  an  immediate 
global  and  operational  solution.  Our  Hi-Speed 
attitude  is  designed  to  serve  you  better 
and  keep  you  ahead.  In  the  UK  alone, 

3,000  people  are  eager  !o  help.  To  find  out  how, 
contact  malcoim.butler6abs.aicatel.co.uk 

9  Clifford  Street,  London  WIX  I  R  B. 

Tel:  0171  534  3100  Fax:  0171  287  2459. 

www.alcatel.com 


28  MARKETS  /  ANALYSIS 


THE  TIMES  THURSDAY  DECEMBER-18 1^97 


STOCK  MARKET 


FRASER  t« 


Bank  rally  peters  out  as 
chill  winds  hit  retailers 


LONDON'S  blue  chips 
paused  for  breath  yesterday 
on  a  sudden  dearth  of  hype  in 
the  financial  sector.  Unrest 
among  the  retailers  saw  the 
FTSE  100  retreat  slightly,  but 
remain  within  striking  dis¬ 
tance  of  its  5,330.8  high. 

The  index  eased  126  points, 
to  5,190.8  yesterday,  as  early 
gains  in  Wall  Street  soon 
vanished,  leaving  the  City  to 
reconsider  takeover  specula¬ 
tion  that  had  lifted  retail 
banks  to  record  highs. 

Abbey  National  saw  an 
abrupt  end  to  its  week-long 
bull  run  by  dropping  44p  to 
dose  at  £11.03.  With  it  fell 
Bard  ays,  down  50p  to  £17. 
Abbey  National,  down  44p  to 
£11.03.  and  Alliance  a 
Leicester,  down  top  to  SI5p. 

A  profits  warning  from  Oa¬ 
sis  Stores,  down  56p  at  130p. 
allowed  Socifite  Genera  I  e  —  its 
house  broker  —  to  rum  nega¬ 
tive  on  the  whole  sector.  With 
official  data  showing  a  retail 
volume  slump  in  November, 
the  City  needed  no  further 
excuse  to  knock  down  almost 
every  quoted  retailer. 

Marks  &  Spencer  was 
worst  hir.  dropping  20p  back 
to  600p.  The  food  retailers 
came  in  right  behind  it,  with 
Tesco  losing  I6p  to  4S8p. 
Safeway  a  further  8p  to  329p 
and  J  Salisbury  10'ap  to 
509 1 2  p.  Asda,  which  an¬ 
nounces  its  half-year  results 
today,  softened  3l2p  to  I70s2p. 

Bass  was  the  best  performer 
of  the  day.  gaining  37p  to  a 
high  of  936p.  Goldman  Sachs 
said  it  has  still  further  to  go. 
with  a  value  of  £1150. 

Nevertheless.  Diageo  was 
given  a  cold  reception  as  the 
merged  Guinness  and  Grand 
Metropolitan  finished  its  first 
day  I!2p  cheaper  at  590p. 
Scottish  &  Newcastle  gained 
20p  to  dose  at  758p,  while 
Whitbread  advanced  23p  to 
897p. 

Inn  Business,  a  brewing 
minnow,  moved  up2p  to59l=p 
on  suggestions  that  it  is  look¬ 
ing  vulnerable  at  a  low  of 
57 *2 p.  whfle  the  rest  of  the  UK 
brewing  sector  rallied. 

The  result  was  a  12.6  point 
drop  in  the  FTSE  100,  which 
closed  at  5.190.8  points  after 
870  million  shares  changed 
hands.  The  drop  came  in  spite 
of  predictions  by  Merrill 
Lynch  that  the  index  will 
achieve  a  minimum  of  5.400 
next  year  as  lots  more  money 
from  European  equity  houses 
chase  far  fewer  shares. 

It  forecast  that  Rail  track's 
phenomenal  run  has  further 
to  go.  The  company's  shares 
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Bass,  up  37 p,  was  best  performer  while  Diageo  lost  ll2p 


immediatley  jumped  17p  to 
967p.  It  also  named  Lloyds 
TSB,  up  13p  at  789p,  as  one  of 
!998's  most  promising  stocks, 
along  with  Ladbroke,  off  3’:p 
at  271 'zp  and  British  Aero¬ 
space.  oft  I9p  at  £17.12.  it  also 
reckons  Imperial  Tobacco  is 
"incredibly  cheap"  —  the 
shares  edged  ahead  34  p  to 
401  p. 

UBS's  wish  list,  released 
last  week,  has  had  a  mixed 


reception  so  far.  The  broker 
fancies  Mayflower,  'zp  easier 
at  179p.  UniCfaem,  off  5p  at 
319 'ap.  N  Brown,  steady  at 
421,2p.  Great  Portland  Es¬ 
tates,  off  l*ap  at  253p.  and 
Gallaher,  9*2p  stronger  at 
364p. 

Its  most  successful  tip  has 
been  Logica,  the  computer 
services  company  recovering 
from  a  summer  slump.  The 
shares  broke  the  £1 1  level  after 


SALE  NOW  ON 


FTSE  general 
retailers’ Index 


I - V  _U  2L200 


FTSE  all-stuira  ! 

Index  (rebased)  1 


WFFH  only  seven  shop¬ 
ping  days  to  Christmas,  the 
City  is  becoming  increas¬ 
ingly  worried  about  UK 
do  thing  retailers. 

A  walk  down  any  high 
street  shows  that  the  big 
chains  have  already  started 
their  “new  year”  sales,  sac¬ 
rificing  profit  margins  to 
make  sure  of  d earing  the 
shelves. 

To  investors,  this  sug¬ 
gests  an  element  of  desper¬ 
ation  arid  the  fact  that 
shops  have  geared  up  for  a 
Christmas  boom  (hat  is  not 
materialising. 

Also,  retailers  are  no 
longer  a  rare  safe  haven  for 
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institutions  fleeing  com¬ 
panies  with  exposure  to 
Asian  markets.  In  the  past 
six  months  retailers  have 
outperformed  the  All-share 
index. 

With  the  recovery 
among  banks  complete,  the 
City  is  more  adventurous 
and  ready  to  quit  retailers 
before  more  stores  follow 
Oasis's  profits  warning. 

With  no  more  artificial 
market  forces  protecting 
tite  shares,  and  the  prospect 
of  a  scrooge-iike  Christmas 
ahead,  only  retailers  with 
the  strongest  brand  names 
can  be  sure  of  avoiding  a 
rather  unhappy  new  year. 
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5V  12  16  TV  12  lb*- 

44',  6Ti  74  10  23V  32 

17',  38  48V  31  46  56V 

80  HO  171  24  57V  59V 

52  MV  96  <5V  82  84 

67  114V 157  SV1Q2  120 
44',  92V 131V  82  1WVU5V 
»  178V  230  97  173  197V 
MV  136  186V 156  211  754 
29  E  69%  15%  40  u 

8V  29*,  47’.-  45V  M',  72 

3B*,  67  93V  32  Si's  78 

TP,  *6  72  61V  92V 106V 

TVs  931, 103',  I21,  28  37V 

43  63V  74  32  48  Jfl% 

26*i  47  58*,  19  30  41V 


nw.-i 

950 

15*.-  *Ti 

El 

48 

61%  ?6 

Piudend 

?« 

51 

TV: 

90 

41 

®  ro% 

Vodrtm 

420 

33 

50 

61 

16V 

29*.  3Pr 

1*753*14 

SOP 

20% 

49 

68 

69% 

83%  9T. 

I'AC.-) 

400 

14V  31 

4?.-  40 

51 

sr% 

Rm  runs 

TOO 

65% 

78 

S3 

a 

4P%  49 

HMhedi 

300 

Ws  33 

3ft.- 

3'e 

9 

13 

i*jn 

750 

26% 

57% 

68 

42% 

66  74% 

1*3211 

330 

9 

I6’i 

23'.-  16 

23  27 

RsBunl 

230 

15% 

16% 

16 

•r 

0% 

Zmea 

2000 

12«  1« 

246'r  43 

95V121 

l*3Cri 

3(0 

% 

0% 

', 

16% 

16%  16*. 

1-2D7S'-) 

2100 

71%  138 

195 

87 

142  109 

R -Royee 

230 

23% 

VPs 

26 

7 

11’:  1?r 

_ Wg  Feb  Mat  M  Fd  lh|  h| 

nm  iso  ij  x  x  m  19  jo 

1*181  VI  200  6  12V  IP,  rv  31V  J2V 

She  Cn  300  35V  43  47  6  13  18 

1*325)  330  18V  2E  31',  18V  27  32V 

Br  tom  1700  101  156  199V  72  1D7  130V 

S 17001  1800  59V  109  152  126*,  161  183 

Mm  465  29V  -  -  15V  -  - 
4*4811  515  9  —  —  45  —  — 

C*b*j  600  52  66V  75',  10  25  Wp 

| *633)  650  Z2V  40  49>:  32V  49>,  53V 

tflogr  Gp  600  59  68V  76  2V  Iff,  It', 

1*645',)  650  27  39  43V  18  26  28V 

fcttttf  330  43  *9-,  54  6V  13V  15V 

1*364!  380  23  30V  37  18  2BV  26V 

I2C  390  25  37V  46  12  19)  28 


240  12V  19V  25  16  20V  22 
460  39V  55'.-  64',  9.-  19V  26 
500  21'i  34  44  26  38  45 

JOB  IT's  7f  SVs  i  Iff,  rj 

220  7  Iff,  15  13V  21V  23  V 

can  M 

ggriw  Pm  Mm  Jaa  Pee  Mai  Jw 

W3  3V  25  30  -  15  19'.- 

306  -  15  X  19,  2fi  C 


43)  29  Si  66 
1*443!  460  —  30  46  IJV  <0  4P; 

ft  So  100  2  20  27V  —  13  17 

1*1021  110  -  16  24  0  18  J1‘« 

Cam  a  90  —  8V  ItV  -  Pi  r, 

1*90)  IDO  —  4V  7V  10  I3'i  15V 

mane  600  IV  4)  67-r  _  34V  46 

SK71V)  650  —  70*.  41  48',  S3  TVs 

fl  420  32  U7  70  -  IP,  26 

1*4521  460  -  32'.  SO  8  36  45 

Bona  900  V  44'.-  a-,  —  c,  «j 
1*900*,)  950  -  28  47  49v  66  B2 

GUS  750  7)  51  HV  -  38V  48V 

(■753V)  BOO  —  30  4P-  ip,  63V  Tff.. 

Lire  TSB  750  <0V  B2*.- 101',  -  V  45 

1*790*, l  800  —  56V  78V  9V  59  69 

Unto  90  2  10  14  _  p,  IQ 

1*921  100  —  6V  Iff,  5  .14  15V 

ftnadi  390  15  33V  41  —  15  23 

1*4051  420-19  2fiv  ]5  XV  38V 

Oanpe  260  I  I8V  26  —  14  17 

Sll  2£0  -  10  17  19  3',  23 

O.  950  IB  9!  up,  —  si  63V 

1*9661  1000  —  ITT,  94V  34  75  BP; 

Scot  to  500  2SV  4«v  63V  —  I9V  X 

r525V)  550  -  25  40  Jf;  <5  56 

lanac  110  2  9V  ir,  —  5',  a 

1*712)  120  —  5  TV  8  11  13V 

Tooha  580  18*.  IP,  25',  —  8  12 

1*230*,)  MO  —  17  24V  TV  K  21 

UMna  500  13*i  40  49V  -  13  MV 

1*515*11  525  -  27  36V  HV  10  40 


X  -  IS  MV 

22  iff,  26  12 

66  -  29  2S 

46  IJV  «0  4P; 


Dopo  PIC  550  W.  Efl 
(*5B9V)  600  X  41 

cm 

_ Sarin  Fob  Bar 

[MOM  FTC  550  MV  71 


10  22  — 
M  45  - 

PUS 

no  mum 


ita?,) 


650 

9 

26 

36% 

50 

57 

67'; 

550 

50% 

73*1 

63 

8% 

?i% 

ra*. 

ODD 

19 

47*. 

57 

26% 

43 

52 

IUW 

a% 

97 

19 

46% 

87 

55 

nai 

41 

79% 

— 

74%  Hi', 

— 

ESO 

V 

SIV 

7T*i 

16V 

41 

49 

700 

IB 

36% 

W 

46 

(9 

72*! 

GUO 

4U 

Wi 

72% 

18 

45% 

48V 

eso 

16% 

40 

4ft. 

45 

M 

75 

182 

15 

w. 

S3 

M 

21 

24 

m 

6 

u 

21% 

X! 

37% 

<1% 

aa 

76 

41 

54% 

13% 

22 

Si's 

USD 

6% 

n 

JT 

44% 

50% 

59 

450 

2 V 

— 

— 

13% 

— 

WO 

4% 

18 

27 

48% 

53% 

99% 

625 

3/ 

b4V 

— 

21 

41 

— 

MX) 

74% 

Wr 

72 

3J 

53 

64 

HiO 

64% 

63 

oa 

21% 

41 

51% 

700 

X 

M 

84 

43% 

M% 

78% 

900 

m 

Ill's 

8b 

2U% 

37 

50 

:s»  MV  71  79V  11  21  14 

6W  27  43V  51V  32V  43V  47 

780  2 T  2T,  3i*i  9  17  19 

300  ii  Iff,  22  SO  26  39 

380  MV  J6V  44  Iff,  17  SPt 

420  IJ  25V  29V  26*.  V  38 

800  78  95  HI  70V  39  44V 
O  49V  66V  B51,  <0  63  EB 

260  34  32  36  TV  1Z*:  14 

280  17V  73  26  15V  21V  3V 

260  31*j  11  17V  P,  14V  19V 

760  ITV  ’IV  27V  17  Z4*i  291: 

2DS  11V  15  22V  9  14  V  16V 

220  4',  11  M  22  26  28V 

650  51  U  73  15V  26  37 

700  73',  37V  48  BV  S)V  62V 


cans 

FTSEBBKXntOn 

Strike 

the 

Jaa 

Feb 

Kte 

Jn 

Dk 

3m 

Fte 

■a 

5000 

212 

294% 

386% 

413% 

533% 

4% 

65% 

116 

152% 

saw 

164 

258 

346% 

377*, 

— 

6% 

<7*, 

129 

168 

sun 

118 

231% 

312% 

347 

472 

Ifft 

90% 

147 

1B7 

5150 

76 

186 

277 

31E 

— 

19 

109 

165 

206 

5200  - 

43 

157 

240V 

285 

(08 

38 

13T, 

183*, 

226 

5250 

20 

126% 

2MV 

254% 

— 

89', 

153 

205 

246 

5300 

P. 

1D3 

180 

226 

344 

117 

1S2V 

232 

77CV 

5350 

2 

61 

157 

2BS% 

— 

167 

214 

263 

398% 

Deeaite 

17  Tout  10.46  Cdc  BE5G 

Pate  200 

Hadtetykte 

aaoBt 

adding  lS>2p  to  £11.10  after 
SBC  Warburg  joined  its  grow¬ 
ing  fan  club. 

With  quiet  trading  among 
tiie  FTSE  350  companies,  deal¬ 
ers  began  speculating  which 
companies  are  likely  to  benefit 
from  the  City's  traditional 
Christmas  pastime  of  “win¬ 
dow-dressing". 

Among  those  tipped  to  bene¬ 
fit  are  Knxuck,  up  f2p  at  22(2p 
and  Green  way,  steady  at  44p. 

Electronic  Retail  Systems 
(ERS)  was  tiie  poorest  per¬ 
former  on  the  Alternative  In¬ 
vestment  Market  as  the  digital 
supermarket  price  tag  produc¬ 
er  fell  52‘zp  to  267 >2p.  Its 
agreed  takeover  of  Tdepanel 
in  the  US  has  pulled  its  shares 
into  an  arbitrage  trap,  and 
dealers  have  woken  up  to  the 
fact  that  Telepanel  shares 
have  not  yet  adjusted  to  the 
takeover  terms. 

A  takeover  bid  for  Scruttons 
has  ended  the  shipping  com¬ 
pany’s  chequered  history  on 
the  junior  exchange.  The 
shares,  which  have  never 
reached  their  April  high  of 
350p,  jumped  from  270p  to 
3l0p  a  share  yesterday. 

The  City  seemed  to  overlook 
the  implications  for  Jacobs 
Holdings,  a  fully-listed  port 
operator  that  owns  29  per  cent 
of  Scruttons.  It  picked  up  the 
stake  through  buying  Ropners 
in  February  and  through 
Cenargo's  cash  bid  it  will  now 
have  an  extra.  E4.45  million  in 
the  bank.  Hie  shares.  ‘2p  off  at 
S0'2p,  are  expected  to  pick  up 
once  the  penny  drops. 

The  shares,  currently  at  an 
1 1-month  low,  are  expected  to 
pick  up  when  the  penny  drops. 

BCO  Technology,  which 
provides  a  halfway  house  for 
microchip  production,  was 
awarded  at  lOp  premium  on 
its  AIM  debut  and  closed  at 
150p. 

□  GILT-EDGED*.  The  pros¬ 
pect  of  another  interest  rate 
rise  seemed  even  more  distant 
in  the  futures  pit,  after  slug¬ 
gish  retail  sales  figures 
sparked  a  small  retreat  in  both 
longs  and  shorts. 

Treasury  7  per  cent  2002 
came  off  four  notches  to 
ElOl^az,  while  Treasuiy  8  per 
cent  2021  eased  I632  to 
£120**3*. 

□  NEW  YORK;  Blue  rfiii>s 
quickly  shed  most  of  their 
early  gains  after  3M  shares 
tumblai  when  the  company 
said  fourth-quarter  profits 
would  be  dented  by  currency 
and  Asian  factors.  By  midday 
the  Dow  Jones  industrial  aver¬ 
age  was  11.19  points  ahead  al 
7.987 JO. 


New  York  (midday): 

Dow  Ames _ _ _ _ 7087.50  (*  1 1. 19), 

SAP  compmtie  - _  97032  f*Z28)' 

Tokyo: 

Nikkei  Avenge _ _  ib541X*  (+555.851 

Hong  Kong; 

Hang  Seng-  _ _ _  1 0*2.70  (-3AOJ2) 

Amsterdam: 

AEX  index - 914.76  (-1003) 

Sydney: 

AO _ Z5&2.10  Maxes 

Frankfurt 

DAX _ 4ISM6  (*74.71) 

Singapore: 

Straits _ _ —  isewi  (+7.76) 

Brussels: 

General _  14306.95  (+101.91) 

Paris: 

CaC-40 _  289A2S  (-18.93) 

Zurich: 

SKA  Gen _ 1243.80  C6l8D) 


ter  '.: 


914.76  WOO) 


2S62.10  I*»RXffl 


_ 4 156X16  (+74.71) 


„„  1569.51  (+7.76) 


14306.95  (+101.91) 


289.L25  (-18.93) 


RISES: 

Abucua  Recruit  .... 
Broken  H3I  . 

. Zt0p(+15p) 

.  546*4p  (+31 pj 

.  64Sp(+30p) 

....  527%<J(+24pj 

....  269*20  (+  12b) 

Bass . . 

.  936p  (+37p) 

.  340p  (+ 12p) 

FALLS; 

Select  App . 

Hamtoys . 

LASMO . 

Marks  Spencer . 

.  300p(-14p) 

.  27Ap(-Up) 

. aoop(-20p) 

488p  (-16p) 

GRE . 

Reuters . 

Scotia . . 

.  6S1p(-19p) 

.  355p(-10p) 
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IMANC 

Period 

«SE< 

Open 

Hlfh 

Dm 

a# 

Sell 

m 

Yol 

Long  GDI 

Dec  47  ,. 

120-15 

13J-17 

12WJ7 

12D-I7 

1139 

Previous  open  Interest  HUS 

Mar'S*  . 

121-09 

121-09 

120-21 

121-03 

47572 

Gentian  Govt  Bond  (Bund) 

Mar  98  . 

104.36 

UH.45 

I0L2I 

104J9 

1 12748 

Previous  open  Interest  257281 

Jun  98  .. 

100.80 

1  Q3.40 

103.76 

10X81 

X! 

German  Govt  Bond  (Bobl) 

Mar  98  . 

KUJto 

IQ3.94 

WKM 

103.91 

5733 

Previous  open  raterea  14114 

Jun  98  .. 

103-33 

0 

Italian  Govt  Bond  (BTP) 

Mar  98  . 

I15JS 

NS.  44 

IIS^J 

II5J7 

26748 

Previous  open  trueresi  1  leaoi 

Jun  <«  . 

114211 

0 

Japanese  Govt  Bond  (IGB) 

M«r**  . 

129  JO 

129.40 

129.20 

I29J7 

2134 

Jun  98  _ 

12L850 

Three  Mth  Sterling 

Dec  97  .. 

9128 

9U» 

9225 

92-25 

16423 

Mar  93  . 

9U9 

92J9 

92-15 

9237 

z»ro 

Previous  open  Interest  7“sno 

Jun  9*  _ 

9149 

9151 

9245 

9247 

17097 

Three  Mth  Euromark 

Mar  98  . 

96.16 

06.17 

tevIS 

96.1b 

30891 

Prertous  open  Interest  1777021 

Jun  TO  _ 

95.96 

05.98 

95.95 

95.97 

2320 

Three  Mth  Eurolira 

Mar  os  . 

9U>2 

9AM 

9A57 

0462 

21654 

Previous  open  Interest  5WH 

Jon  oa  .. 

95  J3 

95J4 

95.18 

95-23 

14355 

Three  Mth  Euroswiss 

Mar  9*  . 

98J0 

9845 

98.17 

SWJ5 

7919 

Previous  open  Interest  IJhZlb 

Jon  9*  _ 

9A05 

9809 

9801 

98JJ9 

3376 

Three  Mth  ECU 

Mar  os  . 

95.48 

95.50 

9S.48 

9SJO 

696 

Previous  open  interest  3Z280 

Jun  98  - 

95.47 

95J7 

95.46 

95.46 

93 

FTSE  100 

Dec  07  .. 

5335X1 

526SO 

51820 

5208.0 

16157 

Pmimo  open  knieren  67534 

Mar  98 

5285.C 

531  sn 

52380 

52S9J 

11539 

MONEY  RATfeSj%J: 


Base  Rates:  Clearing  Banks  7V  Finance  Hse  T: 

Dacouai  'Uritrf  lavas:  o/nlghr  high:  r»  Low  7  Week  (teed:  TV. 

Treason  Bills  (DisfcBuy:  2  mih  7 : 3  nuh  7 .  Sell:  2  nuh  6*. :  3  null:  b>. . 


Prime  Bank  Bilk  (Dsfc  re-7*., 

Sterfing  Money  Rates:  Tw-T. 

Interbank;  TwT. 

Ovemighc  open  T*.  dose  7*i». 

Load  Authority  Deps:  7V 

Slrrfing  CDs:  7*--r. 

Dollar  CD*  5.85 

BnSdiag  Socirty  CDs  7l*c-7"u 


EUROPEAN  MONEY  DEPOSITS 


2«fi 

3  mth 

6  mtk 

12  mil 

T\-r* 

7*Vr7*b 

7*^T. 

7"«-7"u 

7"w7% 

7”  i^T. 

7-k-T-* 

7"B-7-e 

7nre-7V 

n/a 

7% 

7V 

7S 

7"b-7*. 

7V7*i. 

7VT. 

n/a 

5.81 

5JO 

5.93 

T-rTl 

Tr7**u 

7''^-7*Vi 

7!le-7,,c 

Currrnty 

7  day 

I  mth 

3  md, 

6 

Can 

Dollar 

5VS'. 

P'n-*'™ 

5"r<V, 

5V4V 

Datekmulc 

T--3V. 

3V3*. 

IWi 

4-3 

French  Franc 

3V3V 

JVft. 

3"^3'- 

3V-T, 

3*r2*, 

Swiss  Franc 

I-'. 

r«-r. 

i".-r.. 

1VIV 

r*i-*j 

Toe 

'.-*1 

'it's 

■rt 

■rt 

l-par 

BuDioti:  Opea  S287JJO-287.90  Ckwc  K868J-287J3  High:  J289XK+28930 
Low  S284XJO-284JO  AM :528b.  10  PM:  5287.65 

Kmgerrand:  K»W»-Z9i  .oo  (£.  1 78XXH8aai) 

PbUmmu  S3473D  (E21O05)  StKen  *5.te7  (C3A2SI  PalbKSnnJ:  5J87.75  (t  I JASC4 


Mia  Rates  Tar  Dec  |7 

Amsicniara _ 

Brusterh _ — 

Copenhagen _ _ 

Dublin _ 

FranWun _ 

Lisbon _ _ _ 

Madrid _ 

Milan _ 

.Montreal - 

New  York 
Oslo _ _ 

Paris - - 

Stockholm - 

Tokyo . . . 

Vienna  - . . 

Zurich,-,. - 

Seare*:  Extd 


Range  Close  1  month  3  month 

U688-3J920  3J840-3J884,  lVl'^r  3V2‘.pr 

yjjvtoftojoo  to.  1 10-64X212  jo-i8pr  bi-54pr 

jixco-i  i.i3i  ii.ids-n.na  v,pr  i-vpr 

I. 1236-1. 1334  1.1273-1. in*?  16-IOpr  5346pr 

2BM7-2.92D6  2.9150-19176  War  ’WVpr 

296J5-298.72  297.95-298.  W  V’,pr  2-1  \pr 

245.46-247.37  246.72-246J9  61-50pr  179-160pr 

2543.1-2965 X)  2859J-2B6Z2  39-23 pr  ll-Wtor 

2J299-2.35M  U39I-2J4I3  0JWL54pr  1.16-1.07pr 

1A392-IA558  I.M55-l.b4«  0J334X2)2pr  0.7ISft6fiptf 

II. 866-11.954  11.900-11.912  VVOT  IVIpT 

9.7IXW.7B30  9.7578-9.7716  3VJ'^jr  V^H.pr 

I1676-H775  1X735-12751  V«pr  V.pr 

207.76-21001  209.3ft-2D9.b8  JVILpr  3V3Vpr 

20L3W-205S2  2O507-20J27  '^r  3.1+ar 

2356S-2J7I0  2362I-2J652  _  lVIVpr  3V>3Spr 

Premium  >  pr.  Discount  -  ds. 


PPP  offers  no  quick  cure 


SKA  Gen _ 1243.80  f+Offl) 

London: 

FT  30 _  3285.9  (-27.1) 

FTSE  100 _  51908  (-126) 

FTSE  250 -  4756J  (-07) 

FTSE3S0 _ 24BO  (-4.9) 

FTSE  Euiotmck  100 _ 2664.95  (+23XM) 

FTSE  All-Share _ 2427.06 1-4.46) 

FTSE  Non  FlnandaLs  _ 242654  (-7A2) 

FTSE  Fixed  interest _ 133.91  H3J2) 

FTSE  Govt  Secs _ 101.33  (-024) 

Bargains -  50545 

seaq  VDhune _ smjbm 

USS - 1*457  (+00122) 

German  Mark _  2.9165  (+00014) 

Exchange  Index _ 103.1  (+OI) 

Bank  of  England  official  dose  (4pm) 

L-ECU _ 1A7B4 

fcSDR - 1^101 

RP1  _  159.6  Nov  (3.7%)  Jan  1987=100 

RP1X _ 1580  Nov  (28MI  Jan  1987-100 


AUtologic  .  267*1 

BCO  Tech  ISO  . 

Bo  u  stead  2D1] 

Bn  vis  Homes  193 

Capita]  OppsTst  113V 

Comland  comm  54 

£nerglsC29Q)  270*, 

FTmg  Geared  uts  .  179 
General  Inds  354 

Gooch  &  Hotxsego  131V 
Manchester  &  Lon  2 70 
March  pole  116*i 

Market  Link  Publ  55 

Northern  Recrtmm  138*2 
Property  Asset  7 

Range  Cooker  Crapy  64 

Rapid  Technology  924 

Kazorback  vehicles  1024 
SCS  Upholstery  1114. 
Saaxchl&Saatchl  1124 
Savoy  Asset  Mngmt  1.134 
Seascope  Shipping  2524 
Second  Scot  Zr  Dv  99*> 

second  Scottish  103 
Sytner  234 

Tetra  1754 

vanguard  Med  Wts  42': 


Fl  Group  n/p  (640)  195 

Taylor  Nlsn  n/p  (60)  ift1,  -  14 


GUARDIAN  ROYAL  EXCHANGE  needs  a 
growth  business  and  yesterday  it  appeared  to 
have  found  one  but  the  market  was  not 
impressed.  True,  the  fall  in  ORE’S  shares 
probably  had  more  to  do  with  the  insurer’s 
gloomy  statement  on  current  trading  than  on 
the  detail  of  its  deal  with  PPP.  Analysts  down¬ 
graded  profit  forecasts  on  news  of  difficult  UK 
trading  and  a  disappointing  statement  on 
embedded  value,  but  file  £435  million  expan¬ 
sion  in  healriicarewiU  provide  the  insurer  with 
no  quick  cure. 

The  PPP  deal  does  offer  advantages  for  GRE, 
strapped  by  tiie  weak  general  insurance  mark¬ 
et  ana  an  uninspired  life  business.  It  provides  a 
home  for  some  of  its  free  cash,  estimated  at 
more  than  £1  bfflfon.  Using  GRE’s  databases, 
which  are  more  sophisticated :  than  PPP*s, 
should  provide  cross-selling  opportunities  and. 


despite  an  overhaul  m  im,  »?■  star 
overstaffed,  leaving  room  ^cost-attong,  AB  ; 
in  all.  GRE  could  make  aretumof  13-14  per ' 
cent  on  its  investment  in  PPP.  perhaps  gniog: 
a  50  per  cent  boost  to  UK  premium  income, 
which  should  come  in  handy  if  the  current  j 
tough  trading  conditions  continue  t®dyearv  \ 
Nevertheless,  health  insurance,  which  was- 1 
touted  as  a  big  mw^-srouier,  is  proving 

slow  to  grow  in  the  UK  wthmatv; mmg 

fast  PPP^  recent  profits  reconi  ts  undKting.-. 
uished.  and  this  market,  like  pnvate  pensions,  ] 
could  go  through  more  tunnou  before  ] 

°  «  _ i _ iwi  Ditf  tnafnoiumriik  , 


bujiauium  uwi.ito»-£ — - —  •.  ,i  -  J  . 

for  GRE  is  to  convince  investors  mat  me 
pressure  is  still  on  the  core  general  insurance 

business,  which  needs  better  cost  oontnrf  ana 

claims  handling.  Investors  should  wait  for 
evidence  of  the  latter  before  buying  this  stock: ; 


Pearson 

NO  NEWS  is  generally  good 
news  from  Pearson  and  yes¬ 
terday’s  trading  statement 
was  reassuringly  light  on 
novelty,  apart  from  the  cur¬ 
rent  strong  performance 
from  the  Financial  Times.  In 
fact,  one  of  the  previous 
honor  stories,  Mmdscape. 
(he  electronic  games  group 
is  now  billed  as  exceeding  its 
earlier  expectations,  al¬ 
though  Pearson  does  not 
reveal  what  those  were. 
There  is  also  reassurance 
that  the  embarrassing 
accounting  problems  at  Pen¬ 
guin  In  the  US  can  be 
accommodated  within  the 
£100  million  provision,  al¬ 
ready  made. 

So  far  so  good  for  Marjorie 
Scardino,  the  chief  executive 
hired  nearly  11  months  ago  to 
blow  away  some  of  the  more 
eccentric  Pearson  cobwebs 
and  release  the  value  that 


(Handover 

ON  the  day  that  Angel 
Trains  is  sold  for  a  £389  milli¬ 
on  profit,  Candover,  the  ven¬ 
ture  capitalist  has  raised 
£850  million  for  its  new  buy¬ 
out  fund  —  E200  million 
more  than  it  had  expected  to 
raise.  The  enthusiasm  is 
appropriate;  after  all,  the  sale 
of  Eversholt,  Angel's  sister 
company,  was  one  of  the 
reasons  behind  the  outstand¬ 
ing  performance  of 
Candover’s  last  fond. 

Venture  capitalists  are  pro¬ 
fiting  from  the  risk-averse 
posture  of  most  fond  manag¬ 
ers.  Pension  funds  have  lost 
their  appetite  for  smaller 
companies,  so  the  venture  ca¬ 
pitalists  are  mopping  up  the 
business,  either  through  tak¬ 
ing  public  companies  private 
or  buying  businesses  that 
otherwise  might  have  Boated. 

Alas,  British  private  inves¬ 
tors  are  not  really  benefiting 
from  this.  Most  venture  capi¬ 
tal  funds  are  only  available  to 
professional  investors  and 
are  being  snapped  up- by  Am- 
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siqjposedly  lies  within  Pear¬ 
son  brands.  The  shares  have 
had  a  good  run  and  profits  of 
around  fffii  million  for  the 
foil  year  seem  achievable. 
But  without  some  underpin¬ 
ning  the  shares  are  unlikely 
to  make  further  gains.  Mrs 
Scardino  has  bravely  prom¬ 
ised  double  digit  earnings 
growth  and  a  doubling  of  the 
value  of  the  company  in  five 


years.  Which  businesses  wffi 
deliver  the  earnings?  Ms 
Scardino  needs  to  show  that 
there  is  more  than  style  in 
the  new  regime.  Does  she 
really  intend  to  cany  Lazard 
and  Madame  Tnssauds 
along  with  MLndscape,  Ad¬ 
dison  Wesley  Longman  and 
the  FT.  Perhaps  no  news  fe 
not  really  good  news  after 
afl. 


STILL  NO  STRATEGY 


Fsaraon 
1  share  price  I 


FTSE  ad-share  1 
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ericans  —  51  per  cent  cm  the 
money  raised  by  Candover 
conies  from  the  US.  The  only 
way  in  is  to  invest  directly  in 
Candover.  Its  shares  Have 
risen  threefold  in  (he  past  five 
years  and  they  show  no  sign 
of  slowing  down. 

Rutland  Trust 

MICHAEL  LANGDON.  the 
chief  executive  of  Rutland 
Treat  the  mini-conglomer¬ 
ate,  thinks  next  year  will  be  a 
poor  one  for  the  British  econ¬ 
omy.  Bad  news  fear  the  rest  of 
us  but  good  news  for  Mr 
Langdon  who  specialises  in 
nursing  side  companies  .to 
health. 

After  yesterday's  £112  ‘mil¬ 
lion  sale  bfThamesport  the 
deep-water  container  port 
near  the  mouth  of  the 
Thames  estuary,  Rutland  is 
sitting  on  net  cash  of  E7L5 
million.  The  rest  of  its  busi¬ 
ness  is  made  up  of  corporate 
finance,  a  firm  of  loss  adjust¬ 
ers,  a  firm  of  architects,  a  39 
per  cent  stake  in  Capital  In¬ 
dustries,  the  puUidy  quoted 


packaging  group,  and  a  25 
per  cent  in  Cape,  the  building 
products  group. 

Rutland  took  a  pre-tax 
profit  of  £2J>  million  from 
Thamesport  in  the  year  to 
December  1996  out  of  sales  of 
£273  million,  which  suggests 
that  Rutland  got  tomorrow’s 
price  today. 

Rutland  paid  £52  million 
for  the  debt-burdened  man¬ 
agement  buyout  company 
that  owned  Thamesport  in 
November  1995.  Yesterday’s 
deal  is  timely  in  more  ways 
than  one.  To  attract  extra 
business  Thamesport  needs 
to  spend  a  further  £70  million 
on  more  high-grade  port 
handling  facilities. 

The  buyer,  Hutchison,  has 
just  committed  £100  million 
to  Felixstowe,  which  it  al¬ 
ready  owns.  Rutland  Trust 
shares  rose  from  44b  p  to 
513* pan  yesterday's  news  but 
they  may  have  further  to  run 
if  Mr  Langdon  and  his  team 
can  come  up  with  another 
Thamesport 

Edited  by  Carl  Mortjshed 
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S  ome  incidenis  sfidc  in  the 
■™nA  You  remeraber.  fcr 
mstence,  if  a  Japanese  bu& 
ness  intellectual  leansconfidential- 
the  fable  afan  expensive 
Tokyo  ter  and  says:  “You  must 
become  The  new  Keynes".  Fifteen 
years  ago*the certainty  df&flinflin, 
such  a  downed  mission  did  not 
seem  too  ignominious.  The  Japa¬ 
nese economy  adapted-  quickly  to 
the  i979ofl  shock  and  was  recover¬ 
ing  healthily  at  the  time.: 

Bade  hone,  unemployment  was 
on  the  way  to  its  postwar  peak,  but 
the  economy  had  turned  track  up 
solidly  and  inflation  was  faffing. 
Although  a  mare  caring  approach 

to  manufacturing  would  have  been. 

wfcpmev  there  was  m  chance  of 
*e  experimental  long,  blunt  shock 
to  the  economy  being  abandoned. ' 
fifteen  years  later.  Japan  could 

do  with  a  new  Keynes:  instead;  it 
has  Ryutaro  Hashimoto,  a:  prag¬ 
matic  prime  minister  trying.to  do 
his  best.  To  his  credit;..  Mr 
Hashiracrto  shocked  his  own  offici¬ 
als  yesterday  when  he  announced 
that-  he  would  propose  an  emer¬ 
gency  package  ,  of  tax  cuts  hi . 


the  new  stagnation 


billion  In ‘UK  terms.:  useful  rather 
than  sensational 
.  With  luck.  Mr  Hashimoto  wffl 
undo  die  damage  of-  the  earlier 
Budget  which  nipped  fragile  re- 
•  covery  in  foe  bud.  That  would  still 
leave  Japan’s  economy  flounder¬ 
ing.  right  years  to  the  month  after 
■  die  start  of  a  rolling:  collapse  of 
asset  pries  and  confidence.  . 

As.  Mr  Hashimoto  acknowl¬ 
edges,  stagnation  in  the  world’s 
second  biggest  economy  is  now 
inflicting  heavy,  damage  an  hiuch 
of -  the  rest  of  East  Asia,  just  as 
-America's  slump  after  die  3929 
crash  spread  havoc  in  Europe  and 
Japan.  The  legacy 'of  experience 
and  the  old  Keynes  ensure  that 
;  Japan’s  nrisfbrtunes  are  not  on  the- 
.  1930s  scale.  The  focus  has  been  on- 


the  hnandal  sector,  leaving  unem~ 
ptoyment  at  about  3»z  per  cent.  But 
the  plight  of  Japanese  finance  has 
left  trebly  exposed  those  tiger 
economies  that  depended  on  Japa¬ 
nese  consumer  markets,  in  vest¬ 
ment. and  len  ding.  . 

Officials  in  Tbkyo  have  been 
damned,  for  allowing  banks  to  pin 
oft  die  pain  of  craning  to  terms 
with  jnountains.of  bad  debts.  Buta 
bombed  financial  system  can  only 
.  count  the  cost  wben  it  has  recov- 
•  ered  .  oiough  to  pay  ft.  Tough  - 
action  dim  boosts  confidence. 
Recent  collapses  of  Yamaichi  ei  al 
still  have  a  look,  of  weakness.  Mr 
Hashimoto  has  also  just  proposed ' 
another  braid  issue  to  shore  up 
faith  in  bank  deposfis.- 
The  developing  wurid  needs  a  . 
dynamic,  buoyant  Japan  but  it  fa 
easier  to  explain  what  went  wrong. 
...  than  to  put  it  right.  Only  the'. 
^Second  World  War  lifted  America, 
-rout  of  the  doldrunis.  Fortunately, 


there  is  no  such  prospect  for  Japan. 
Unfortunately,  Tokyo  may  point 
tijeway  fbrtherKtof  us.  . 

America  and  economists  of  the 
new.  global  orthodoxy  bear  some 
blame.  They  bullied  Japan  to  inter¬ 
nationalise  theyen  and  deregulate 
financial  services.  But  Japan  kept 
old  -  practices  such  as  cartels  to 
shore  up  values,  helping  to  blow 
up  a  financial  bubble  and  then 


bum  it.  The  bilateral  rrade  sur¬ 
plus  with  America  became  such  a 
political  sore  that  the  US  became 
determined  to  hobble  Japan’s  loo- 
competitive  manufacturers.  It 
made  sense  to  push  the  yen  up  and 
break  down  import  barriers.  But 
external  pressure  to  restructure 
Japan’s  successful  economy  then 
gained  .  such  momentum  that 
OECD  economists  perennially 
complain,  for.  instance,  that  not 
enough  small  shops  have  yet  been 
put  out  of  business. 

Japan's  economic  success  was 
buDr  cm  foe  ability  to  combine 
social  stability-  with  rapid  change. 
No  wonder  it  is  not  responding  too 
well  to  attempts  10  convert  it  to  foe 
IMF/OECD  model  Last  week. 
OECD  economists*  annual  report 
cm  Japan  again  pressed  for  even 
more  of  the  same:  a  faster  “big 
bang"  deregulation  of  financial 
services  to  cut  costs  to  world  levels, 
a  freer  market  in  more  transient 


labour,  tougher  aim  petition  law.  If 
all  tilts  succeeds,  what  can  Japan  s 
new  generation  look  forward  to? 
According  to  the  OECD,  annual 
growth  during  the  period  2000  to 
2025  should  average  just  I  li  per 
cctil  Thai  is  about  half  the  average 
of  the  past  dull  decade  and  a  mere 
fraction  of  that  achieved  in  happier 
times.  Ibis  is  what  we  used  to  call 
inagnation.  And  it  is  not  much  [ess 
than  predictions  for  Britain  and 
Europe.  Pity  the  prospects  for  the 
developing  world  if  the  United 
States  does  not  continue  to  do 
better  wjfo  the  help  of  cheap 
Hispanic  labour. 

Japan  has  joined  the  low-growfo 
West  We  British  know  what  low 
growth  and  free  markers  bring: 
vastly  higher  transitional  unem¬ 
ployment,  much  wider  income 
distribution  and  ever  greater  pres¬ 
sure  on  public  finances  and  foe 
social  security  system.  In  Japan, 
the  average  age  of  marriage  has 


pushed  back  so  far  that  the  dying 
are  no  longer  being  replaced!  the 
population  is  aging  and  orthodoxy 
dictates  that  public  pensions  and 
healthcare  be  cut. 

The  fall  from  grace  may  not  be 
so  bad  in  foe  rest  of  the  developed 
world.  Today’s  global  economic 
orthodoxy,  having  fought  the  anti¬ 
inflation  war.  would  not.  however, 
help  us  win  the  next  one,  foe  rate 
Japan  is  embroiled  in.  When 
monetary  expansion  fails,  as  in 
Japan,  the  new  euro  system  has  no 
fiscal  alternative.  If  there  is  a 
downturn  in  the  next  few  years, 
London's  new  independent  inter¬ 
est  rate  setters  will  noi  acquire  The 
subtlety  of  Alan  Greenspan's  US 
Federal  Reserve  in  time. 

There  is  no  new  Keynes,  nor  is 
there  likely  to  be.  Perhaps  the 
macroeconomic  policy  revolution 
has  played  all  its  cards.  Perhaps 

the  internal  dynamics  of  the  1990s 
American  economy  can  eventually 
be  translated  elsewhere.  Mean¬ 
while,  Japan  should  spurn  ortho¬ 
doxy.  print  lots  of  money  and 
reward  its  families  generously  for 
their  second  and  third  children. 


end  of  the  bull  run? 


Martin  Waller  wonders  whether 


9  tnuriffr 


the  bear  market  is  coming  —  or  ; 
has  the  downturn  already  arrived?. 


It'is  December  1999  atid 
the  Millennium  Dome  is 
still  not  finished.  Any 
jubilation  within-  -  the 
Labour  Party  over  the  political 
demise  -of  Peter  Mandelson, 
however,  is-  tempered  by  the 
realisation  that  the  next  elec¬ 
tion  will  not  be  anywhere  near 
as  easy..to  win  as  the  Iasi  The 
economy  is  in  neutral.  While 
no  one  fayet  talking  recession, 
the  free-spending  days  of  foe 
early  Blair-  administration 
seem  a  long  way  away. 

In  Asia,  Japan- is  18  months 
into  an  austerity-programme 
imposed,  humiliatingly,  by  foe 
International  Monetary  Rind.. 
1998,  the  Year  of  foe  Tiger  in 
foe  Chinese  calendar,  failed  to. 
live  up  to  its  billing:  numerous 
Asian  banks  and  conglomer¬ 
ates  went  bust  The  surviving 
manufacturers  axe  pumping 
out  consumer  goods  at  prices 
that  Western  producers  cannot 
hope  to  match,  given  the  sharp 
decline  in  Asian  currencies. 
That  currency  gap  and  the  new 
fashion,  for  austerity  mean  no 
one  there  is  buying  Western 
luxury  goods  any  mare. 

On  the  stock  market.,  the 
FTSE  100  index  fa 
towards  44Q9>agatp.'  .  .. . 
1997,  the,  fast  year,  of  .foe.  bn»M1 
market  at  about  5JOO:  By  July 
1996  it  had  fallen  to  4600,  as1 
the  implications  of  the  Asian 
crisis  finally  sank  in.  By  foe 
end  of  foe  year  it  was  below 
4500:  since  then  the  market 
has  moved  sideways.  A  pattenr 
has  been  sec  weeks  of progress 
,  are  subsequently  wiped  out  by 
a  sudden  100-point  fall  on  any 
piece  of  bad  pews. 

Wei  crane  to  foe  bear  mar¬ 
ket  This  is  not  a  scenario 
being  mapped  out  by  many 
equity  strategists  as  we  move 
towards  the  aid  of  1997.  Most 
shooting  for  a  further 


are 


*§ 


upward  march  m  the  market 
But  it  is  not  an  impossible 
scenario,  either.  And  few  in  - 
foe  City  remetriber  the  last 
protracted  bear-mdricet,  when  > 
share  prices  marked  time,  or 
gradually  subsided  erver  a,- 
perioti  of  years.  There  have 
been  plenty  of  blips  in  Kiting . 
memory.  David  Schwartz  is  a 
stock  market  historian.  He 
says  the  best  definition  of  a ' 
bearmarkaisa  15  per  cent  fall 
in  share  prices.  There  have 


been  20  such  in  the  UK  since 
the  First  World  War.-  Ebur 
vaare  drops  of  50  per  cent  or 
more,  but  these  have  attended 
spatial  circumstances  —  war, 
depression,  or  the  fringe  bank 
failures,  rampant  trade,  union¬ 
ism  and  soaring  inflation  in 
:foe.earfy  1970s.  v  C.  V 

-TTfebfoer.ifi  sepiraterneatly 
into  two  equal-sized  groups, 
small  drops  of  15  to  25  per  cent 
mid  larger  ones  ranging  up  to 
40  per  cent.  Half  of  all  these 
began  within  30  months  of  a 
previous  downturn.-  and 
proved  to  be  fairly  minor.  The 
other  half  begun  mrae  foan  30 
months  after  the  preceding 
bear  market  had  began,  and 
a U  but  one,  which  was  de¬ 
flected  by  an  .dectipp,,  were 
serious  downturns/ .V  . 

It  is  dangerous  to  extrapo¬ 
late’  directly  frtmfifach  pat¬ 
terns,  but  Mr  Schwartz  pants 
out  .that 'almost -four  years 
have  passed  since  the  start  of 
the  lak  downturn, jn  Ffebruaiy 
1994  “History  hints  foal  foe 
next  dowzrfonj  wfll  probably 
be  a  medium-sned  one."  \ 

.  Against  foat,  bear  markets 
cante  deflected  by  chance  ey- 
.^nfalucefoataeairau-Inmapy.. 
‘  |trwa^s,.  lhe-1992  bear 
to  be a 

monumental  cn&“  says  Mr 
Schwartz.  .“You  bad  a  reces- 
skm,.and  foe  pound:  was;  mo 
fagftT  -Then  came  Britain's 
sodden,  exitfrom  foe  European 
exchange-rate  mechanism  — 
the  chaoce  deflection  in  this 
case  came  from  George  Soros. 
“Evejty  investor  every  morning 
should  get  out  his  prayer  mat . 
and  thank  Soros,"  M  adds. 

Bar  ta  ifa  assume  that  foe 
above  scenario  maps  out  The- 
FTSE:  100  index  peaked,  at 
5330.8  on  October  3.  If  by  the 
end  of  next  year -it'is  down  to 
4306,~  then  the  fall  will  have 
been  15.6  per  cent  in  little  more 
than-  a  year.'  which  fits  our 
definition  of  a  bear  market  If 
foe  market  then  drifts  sideways 
for  another  year,  who  loses  and 
who  benefits? 

:y£fty  B^SSjranals. surpris¬ 
ingly.  toe-ineftned  to  vewfoe 
prospect  with  some  enthusi- 
asm,'-  atleast  for  foe  opportuni¬ 
ties  ayaiable  over  foe  first  few 
months  because  foe  current 
high  level ;  of  the .  markets 
means-prices  of  businesses  in 


parents.  Then  we  discovered 
that  the  companies  were  under¬ 
valued.  and  someone,  the  stock 
market  or  trade  buyers,  really 
loved  them." 

Bui  not  all  those  buyouts  and 
disposals,  backed  by  venture 
capiralists'cash.  hare  been  sold 
on  or  floated,  so  realising 
profits  —  rhe  turbulent  stock 
market  conditions  of  the  past 
couple  of  months  have  made 
flotations  more  difficult.  Mr 
Walters  at  Alchemy  says:  “The 
window  never  completely 
closes  even  in  a  bear  market 
It's  a  nuisance,  perhaps  —  you 
don’t  get  a  p/e  of  12,  you  get  a 
p/e  of  11."  But  Mr  Bonnyman  is 
less  sanguine:  “If  foe  market 
drops,  it's  self-evident  that  exits 
will  be  more  difficult" 

The  bear  market  could  also 
reverse  what  has  been  a  no¬ 
ticeable  trend  in  recent  months, 
the  virtual  absence  of  trade 
buyers  at  auctions  of  business¬ 
es  held  by  the  merchant  banks, 
and  foe  preponderance  of  fi¬ 
nancial  buyers  like  foe  venture 
capital  outfits. 


Fewin  the  CSty,  top.  recall  the  last  long  downturn;  in  New  York,  right  the  “tiger'’  may  yet  put  the  bolls  to  flight  George  Soros  deflected  bears  in  1992 


which  they  trade  .are  seen- as ... 
uncomfortably  high.  Lower 
prices  mean  more  deals,  par¬ 
ticularly  if  cash-rich  big  corpo¬ 
rates  fed  free  to  take  out  their 
smaller,  less  finacialty  stable 
competitors.  ... 

•  David  Beever,  chairman  of 
KPMG  Corporate  Finance, 
says:  “There  are  lots  erf  corpo¬ 
rates  praying  for  a  hear  mar¬ 
ket  because  they' very  much 
want  to  make  acquisitions  but 
they  -canT  pay  these .  prices 
because  it  would  mean  ' earn¬ 
ings  dilution,  and  they  dare 
not  do  it  with  debt - 
“A  number  of  companies 
have  said  to  me  over  foe  past 
four  months;.!  would  love  to 
have  a  crack  at  that  one  if  foe 
price  was  K)  per  cent  lower.". 

.  Venture  capitalists,  too,  be-  . 
lieve  a  bear  market  would 
bring  advantages.-  tiiough  it 
has  to  be  said  that -this  breed 
tends  to  be  optimistic  to  a  fault 
and  would  probably  regard  foe 
discovery  cif  foe  proverbial  , 
comet  on  collision  course  with 
Earfo  as  a  buying  opportunity. 

-  Eric  Walters,  of  Alchemy 


Partners,  says:  “I’m  a  bear  as 
well  —  I  find  it  very  difficult  to 
see  why  prices  should  go  up 
unless  people  haven’t  any¬ 
thing  better  to  do  with  their 
money.  I  think  it's  opportunity 
time.  We  had.  great  times  in 
previous'  bear  markets,  such 
as  the  very  early  1990s,  buying 
businesses  at  very  reasonable 
prices.  We  were  a  good  source 
of  money  at  that  time. 

There  are  situations  where 
foe  market  could  freeze  entire¬ 
ty,  such  as  happened  in  1973. 
But  I  don’t  think  that  is  going 
to  happen  now  —  the  funda¬ 
mentals  are  modi  stronger." 


Gordon  Bonnyman, 
managing  director 
of  Charterhouse 
Development  Capi¬ 
ta],.  thinks  the  current  values 
put  on  -  companies  can  be 
dangerous.  “We’ve  got  very. 
high  prices;  we  have,  in  relative 
terms,  very  low  interest  rates. 
We've  got  long-term  debt  avail¬ 
able  in  the  braid  markets  where 
repayments  don’t  start  for  ten, 
II  or  12  years.  Perhaps  the 


worst  ingredient  in  this  lethal 
cocktail  is  that  we've  got  a 
bunch  of  venture  capitalists 
who  believe  they  can  do  no 
wrong.  It's  a  very  difficult 
market  to  buy  in  for  those 
reasons.  If  foe  market  were  to 
fall  off  to  a  very  fair  degree  and 
then  stay  fallen  off,  that  would 
help  us  tremendously." 

The  effect  of  a  bear  market 
especially  if  accompanied  .by 
higher  interest  rates,  ,  would 
mean  companies .  would  be 
more  constrained  from  raising 
fresh  capital  on  the  stock 
market  through  rights  issues, 
and  would  find  banking  fi¬ 
nance  more  expensive.  But  it 
would  not  preclude  than  from 
doing  deals  entirely. 

Mr  Beever  does  not  expect 
the  market  to  set  like  cement  if 
share  prices  falL  “I  flunk  the 
big  mergers  will  continue  to  be 
driven  by  synergistic  benefits, 
and  people  have  got  to  do  their 
arithmetic  very  carefully  to  see 
if  those  synergies  are  there. 

The  corporates  with  strong 
balance  sheets  that  need  ac¬ 
quisitions  to  continue  their 


growth  will  be  tempted  to  bid. 
If  the  market  is  a  bit  depressed 
then  they  might  get  away  with 
a  lower  premium  foan  the  40 
pa  cent  or  so  which  now  seems 
to  be  required. 

“For  companies  that  might 
have  their  competitors  in  their 
sights,  a  10  per  cent  fall  in  rhe 
market .  would  obviously  be 
helpful.  For  small  to  medium- 
shed  companies,  if  they  find 
1998  tough  for  whatever  rea¬ 
son.  exchange  rates  perhaps  or 
more  likely  a  slowdown  in  foe 
economy,  then  they  mighi  find 
themselves  in  a  hunting  sea¬ 
son."  Mr  Bonnyman.  too.  does 
not  see  a  choking  off  of  the 
sources  of  finance  for  take¬ 
overs.  “I’ve  never  understood 
the  aversion  foe  UK  institution¬ 
al  investor  has  to  a  bit  of  debt 
here  and  there.  Just  because 
values  have  come  more  into 
line  with  whatever  J  mean  by 
intrinsic  values  doesn’t  mean 
the  world  stops.  IVople  can  still 
raise  money.  They  just  get  it 
more  expensively."  But  he  does 
think  the  pace  of  deals  will 
eventually  slacken.  “1  think  the 


people  who  will  suffer  will  be 
the  City  —  the  takeover  trail 
will  cool  in  a  bear  market." 

So.  corporate  deal-making 
goes  on  and  even  accelerates  as 
the  indices  falL  Eventually 
there  will  be  fewer  deals,  and 
fee  income  and  bonuses  spread 
around  the  City  will  also  start 
to  fall.  The  corporate  sector 
splits  into  a  number  of  large, 
well-financed  companies  with 
good  relationships  with  their 
banks  and  plenty  of  access  to 
further  funds,  and  a  larger 
number  of  very  nervous  take¬ 
over  targets.  An  economic  slow¬ 
down  means  their  profits  are 
squeezed,  and  their  balance 
sheets  come  under  pressure. 
Big  institutional  investors,  de¬ 
spairing  of  foe  market  climb¬ 
ing  again,  are  more  inclined  to 
accept  cash  offers  for  the  weak¬ 
er  companies. 

The  venture  capitalists  could 
suffer  two  ways.  Mr 
Bonnyman  at  Charterhouse 
says:  “We  all  made  money  in 
1990s  from  buying  mature, 
mundane,  cash-generative 
businesses  discarded  by  their 


Mr  Bonnyman 
says:  “The  cost  of 
capital  for  a  fi¬ 
nancial  buyer  is 
often  lower  than  for  corporates. 
Long-term  high-yield  bonds 
are  available  at  rates  that 
nobody  could  have  dreamed  of 
ten  years  ago.  say  two  points 
over  gilts.  The  corporates  can’t 
compete  with  that.  “But  if  the 
stock  market  comes  off,  debt 
will  still  be  available  to  the 
corporates  at  tolerable  rates  of 
interest,  even  if  interest  rales 
tick  up  a  bft,  but  it  will  be  less 
easy  for  the  financials." 

So  the  venture  capitalists 
may  have  difficulty  shifting 
their  existing  businesses  as 
these  come  around  for  sale  — 
the  average  holding  rime  of 
such  investments  is  four  or  five 
years,  and  a  huge  number 
bought  m  1992  and  thereafter 
are  now  becoming  mature. 
Meanwhile,  they  risk  being 
outgunned  in  the  bear  market 
by  the  corporates  —  or  those 
that  are  financially  strong 
enough  to  expand.  But  for  one 
sector,  .the  bad  times  may 
already  be  here.  Smaller  com¬ 
panies  have  spectacularly 
underperformed  their  bigger 
brethren  on  the  stock  market 
this  year.  Mr  Walters  sits  on 
the  board  of  three  such.  “Small¬ 
er  public  companies  are  al¬ 
ready  out  of  favour — you  amid 
find  several  thousand  public 
companies  where  the  chairman 
would  say.  the  bear  market  has 
already  happened." 


Make  a  mint 


IT  WAS  Milton  Freedman,  die 
high  priest  of  monetarism, 
who  said  there  was  no  such 
thing  as  a  free  lunch-  But,  like 
many  of  foal  economist's  foeo- . 
rems.  ihfc  statement  has  not- 
stood  the  test  of  time,  as  a 
reader  from  Wimbledon  has 
pointed  out  to  me. 

Currently  the  Royal  Mint  is 
offering  for  sale  the  new  E5 
coins  at  far**  value.  They  can 
be  .ordered  -  postage,  and 
A  packing  free  —  using  a  credit 
W  card,  so  giving  the  punfoasere 
r  air  mile,  bonus  points  or,  u 
you  poss<$s  an  Affiance  & 
Leicester,  card,  a  2  per  cent 
cashTebate. 


The  reader  has  bought  200 
corns,  bank  ed  the  £1.000  and 
collected  foe  £20  rebate.  This 
totally  legal  loophole  puts  foe 
Tesco  clubcard  scam  —  where 
at  one  point  the  rebate .  on 
bananas  was  worth  more  than 
foe  cost  of  the  fruit  —  in  foe 
shade.  I  can  only  advise  all 

Alliance  &  Leicester  card  hold¬ 
ers  to  pile  in  immediately. 


r.»-  A- 


a 


mi  AM  indebted  to  the  latest 
Securities  ■  and  Future?  Au¬ 
thority  briefing  for  its  collec¬ 
tion  of  “ thoughts  from  the 
watt sr.  These  are  little  note s 
■  that  the  City  regulatory  in¬ 
spectors  have  noticed  pinned 
up  in  the  offices  of  firms  that 
they  visit.  My  favourite  will  be 
no  doubt  familiar  to  anyone 
who  has  ever  encountered  ihe 
boss  from  hell  —  “i  didn’t 
work  for  him  for  tong  but  I 

stilLwake  up  screaming*. 


•  FRESH  from  recent  vic¬ 
tories  the  coal  campaign  yes¬ 
terday  threw  up  a  new 
argument  for  its  continued 
survival.  If  there  were  no  coal 
industry  there  would  be  no 
need  for  homes  to  have  fire¬ 
places ,  Bill  Flanaghan,  chair¬ 
man  of  the .  Coalfield 
Communities  Campaigrr,  told 
a  meeting.  And  then,  he 
asked,  where  would  people 
hang  their  Christmas  stock- 
1  Expect  Santa  to  sign  one 


of  the  many  petitions  to  the 
Government.  . 


oid.1  wonder  what  those  ser¬ 
vice  were? 


Homeless 


Poultry  gift 


Cardsharp 


THE  departure,  of  Richard 
Oster  as  diainrian  of  Coofcsrar 

renunds  me  of  a  time  wnoi  1 

wail  to  visit  foe  garrulous 
yank,  at  foe  chemical  group's 
i.  f _ Imhitht  nn 


“Not  another 

demerger 


*  seaeartfs  phone.  Among 
foe  usual  taxi  numbers  wasa 
card  'promising  “executive  ser¬ 
vice-"  from  a  btisty  19yeail- 


IT  IS  good  to  see  that  the  tradi¬ 
tional  merchant  banks  still 
ding  to  old  traditions.  Staff  at 
NM  Rothschild  celebrate 
what  the  company  calls  “the 
festive  season"  with  a  compli¬ 
mentary  turkey.'  -There  is  of 
course  a  pecking  order  which 
dictates  that  junior  staff  take 
home  a  lighter  bird.  Everyone 
can  opt  for  a  smafl,  mediamor 
large  turkeyv  but  a  small 
thank  you  to  a  top  tiog  out¬ 
weighs  a  minion’s  fag  bird  as 
befits  an  organisation  that  re¬ 
mains  conscious -of  social 
class,  rank  and  status.  All  well 

arid  good,  except  that  some  se¬ 
nior  staff  have  asked  for  a 
small  turkey,  but  are  having  to 
cart home  221b ;p!usaf'pqufey. 


YOU  know  foe  saying:  “The 
cobbler’s  children  always 
have  holes  in  their  shoes." 
Well,  this  is  particularly  apo¬ 
stle  for  Nick  Leslau,  foe  prop¬ 
erty  developer  who  is  leaving 
Burford.  the  company  he.  cre¬ 
ated. -af  the  md  of  the  month. 
Leslau  is  having  to  abandon 
tiie  office  his  wife  —  a  sculpt¬ 
ress  —  designed  for  him  at- 
Burfbrd  and  has  yet  to  find  a 
new  home  for  his  new  proper¬ 
ty  venture,  Prestwich  Group- 
Fortunately,  the  new  oper¬ 
ation  has  a  staff  of  only  five 
and  will  start  life  squatting  in 
a  spare  room  at  the  offices  of 
Frank  Warwick,  foe  surveyor. 


menon  of  foe  year  this  week- 
At  a  charity  do  for  Crisis  at 
Christmas,  held  by  foe  proper¬ 
ty  industry,  Hislop  beat  rivals 
from  Coopers  &  Lybrand  and 
-  BAA  to  pay  £1,000  for  a  full  set 
of  the  four.  That  works  out  at 
£250  each  for  Tinky  Winky. 
Djpsy.  Laa-Laa  and  Pd.  But 
this  was  cheap.  Reuters  City 
Screen  yesterday  auctioned  a 
Tmky  Winky  to  financial  deal¬ 
ers,  with  a  certain  Mr  Mus¬ 
tard  from  moneybrokers  RP 
Martin  paying  £500.  which 
went  to  the  Cancer  and  Leu¬ 
kaemia  Childhood  Trust.  The 
Teletubbie  was  actually  donat¬ 
ed  by  one  Steven  Cartwright  of 
a  firm  called  Gordon  Brown 
Associates.  It  can’t  be  the  Gor¬ 
don  Brown  can  it? 


Jason  Nisse 


It’s  Laa-Laa 


IAN  HISLOP,  the  folliculariy 
challenged  editor  of  Private 
Eye.  fell  preyto  fteTV  pheno- 


Tinky  Winky  fetched 

at  an  auction 


Sometimes 

IT’S  EASIER 
TO  TALK 
TO  SOMEONE 
YOU 

DON’T  UKE. 


Whn  yw  hmn  a  piuUtm,  Vi  (in 
man  natural  thing  M  the  world  to  wain 
to  talk  ft  through  with  aomoene. 

SomcUtTm,  dough.  <M«  croatn 
another  prabionr  who\  the  beat  person 


wcenMu  ml 

An  «Mm  choice  wxdd  be  a  elate 
friend.  But  lert  fate  it.  we  don't  otwajn 
dHOM  Our  friend*  for  lhair  amazing 
powire  of  act.  diplomacy  and 
dxnflsn  Ted  one  poaien.  and  you  nay 
and  up  celling  Ota  world. 

You  may  he  ludiy  anoigh  to  be  able 
to  talk  to  inmaona  m  yew  family  Then 
again,  you  may  M  one  at  the  large 
number  el  people  who  find  talking  in 

your  nearest  and  dearest  agtmnin£y 

omberraMlng. 

A  gfrdHcnd  or  boyfriend  f  If  you  can. 
great-  But  wnnlma  wo  don't  want  t«» 
eifm  our  a.eahnanet  to  theee  who 

fancy  us. 

And  acmedmea  your  retaUenthlp  h 


the  very  problem  yen  want  to  docusv 

That’s  where  The  Semaritani  can  bo 
uuU.  VUaVe  more  dtutei  than  your 
boat  mate,  wo'U  listen  as  carefully  as 
row  gain  lend  or  boyfriend,  and  woVo  at 
sympathetic  at  your  family  We're  also 

not* lodgements!,  umhoctablo.  and 
(aaretnefy  cepenencod. 

Our  ramm  number  a  0345  90  <M  *0. 
and  you  ten  e-mail  u.  on 
loQumtt  leant  .org  or  visit  our 
Itomapagc  at  wwwcHnunans.org, 
WeW  awafeblB  24  hours  a  day.  every 
day-olthr  year 

And  you  don't  have  to  be  climbing 
up  tha  walls  before  you  can  in  -  any 
hind  of  problem.  Mg  or  smalt,  h  a  good 
enough  reason  10  pick  up  the  phena. 

Call  now.  noun  Ibid  wt'r« 
remarkably  oacy  to  tab  to. 


The  Samaritans 
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Rutland 
Trust  sells 
Thamesport 
for  £112m 


By  George  Sivell 


RUTLAND  TRUST,  the  mini¬ 
conglomerate.  yesterday  sold 
Thamesport.  the  deep-water 
container  terminal  on  the  Isle 
of  Grain.  Kent  for  £112  mil¬ 
lion  to  Hutchison,  the  Hong 
Kong  ports  group. 

Hutchison  is  one  of  the 
world's  largest  container  han¬ 
dlers  and  already  owns 
Felixstowe.  Britain's  busiest 
container  port.  Earlier  this 
year  Hutchison  said  it  would 
spend  £100  million  over  five 
years  to  improve  Felixstowe. 

Of  the  purchase  price  up  to 
£S  million  will  go  to  the 
management  of  Maritime 
Transport  Services  Holdings 
(MTSH).  the  holding  com¬ 
pany  of  Thamesport.  It  is 


Shares  in 
Diageo  rise 
on  debut 

By  Chris  Ayres 

SHARES  in  Diageo,  the 
company  created  from  the 
£24  billion  merger  of  Grin- 
ness  and  Grand  Metropoli¬ 
tan.  rose  2 bp  on  their  first 
day  of  trading  yesterday 
From  59l*2p  to  594b. 

The  merger  took  seven 
months  to  complete,  and 
was  finally  cleared  on 
Monday  by  the  US  Feder¬ 
al  Trade  Commission. 
However,  the  group  had  to 
ditch  its  Dewar's  whisky 
and  Bombay  gin  brands 
The  FTC  said  the  sale  of 
the  global  rights  to  the  two 
brands,  worth  an  estimat¬ 
ed  £S00  million,  was  the 
largest  it  had  ever  ordered, 
but  that  it  was  necessary  to 
protect  US  consumers. 

Guinness  and  Grand- 
Met  say  the  merger  could 
save  them  up  to  £175 
million,  although  the  effect 
it  will  have  on  the  com¬ 
bined  group's  85.000  em¬ 
ployees  is  unknown. 


believed  the  lion's  share  of  the 
£S  million  will  be  shared 
between  three  top  managers 
although  another  13  benefit. 
Rutland  paid  £52  million  for 
MTSH  which  included 
Thamesport  and  its  sister 
company,  Maritime  Haulage. 

The  deal  remains  subject  to 
approval  by  Rutland  share¬ 
holders  and  is  conditional  on 
the  Office  of  Fair  Trading  not 
referring  it  to  the  Monopolies 
and  Mergers  Commission. 
Out  of  the  total  of  £J  12  million, 
debts  of  E2S.9  million  in 
MTSH  will  be  repaid  to  a 
banking  syndicate. 

Rutland  will  receive  net 
cash  of  approximately  £78.7 
million,  including  £32.3  mil¬ 
lion  for  repayment  of  a  subor¬ 
dinated  loan  made  to  MTSH 
by  Rutland  together  with  ac¬ 
crued  interest.  Rutland  said  it 
will  use  the  cash  to  take 
advantage  of  other  opportuni¬ 
ties  as  they  arise. 

Michael  Langdon,  Rutland 
chief  executive  and  deputy 
chairman,  said:  “In  our  view, 
the  Hutchison  offer  represents  a 
suitable  way  forward  for 
Thamesport  and  in  two  years 
realises  more  than  double  the 
value  of  Rutland’s  original  in¬ 
vestment.  It  will  leave  us  with 
significant  cash  resources." 

He  added:  “Thamesport  is  a 
classic  Rutland  turnaround. 
From  being  in  the  hands  of  its 
bankers  in  late  1995  it  is  now  a 
successful  and  growing  con¬ 
tainer  terminal."  Thamesport 
is  being  upgraded  to  handle 
425.000  containers  a  year  in  a 
quay  and  container  park  ex¬ 
tension  due  for  completion 
during  the  summer  of  1998. 

Rutland  shares  rose  7p  to 
5! bp  yesterday.  It  said  that 
overall  trading  was  satisfactory. 
After  the  deal  it  will  have  net 
cash  of  £71.5  million  and  net 
assets  of  around  £121  million. 

□  Cenargo.  the  privately 
owned  ferries  group,  has  ac¬ 
quired  Scruttons.  the  shipping 
and  pons  company,  for  £15 
million  in  an  effort  to  expand 
its  service  in  the  Irish  Sea. 

Tempos,  page  28 


Oftel  supports 
package  deals 

By  Raymond  Snoddy.  media  editor 


Lord  Hams,  right  with  John  Kitching,  managing  director,  says  Carpetright  will  open  40  stores  a  year  until  2000 


Carpetright 
plans  £25m 
expansion 

By  Chrjs  Ayres 

THE  market  share  of 
Carpetright  is  expected  to 
nearly  double  to  30  per  cent  by 
2000,  Lord  Harris  of 
Peckham.  the  carpet  tycoon 
and  Conservative  peer  behind 
the  company,  said  yesterday. 

He  made  the  bold  statement 
after  revealing  that  under  a 
£25  million  expansion  Carpet- 
right.  which  currently  has  303 
outlets,  would  open  40  new 
stores  each  year  until  the 
millennium. 

Lord  Harris,  chairman  and 
chief  executive,  inherited  his 
family’s  carpet  business  40 
years  ago  and  sold  it  for  £450 
million  in  1988,  starting  again 
with  Carpetright 
Carpetright  yesterday  re¬ 
ported  a  16  per  rent  rise  in  pre¬ 
tax  profits  from  £14  million  to 
£16  million  for  the  sue  months 
to  October  25.  on  turnover  of 
£129  million,  up  21  per  cent 
from  £106  million. 

Earnings  per  share  were  up 
18  per  cent  to  I4Jp  ((Zip)  and 
a  dividend  of  95p  (75p)  is  due 
on  February  28.  The  company 
is  expected  to  meet  full-year 
forecasts. 


DON  CRUICKSHANK.  Di¬ 
rector-General  of  Oftel.  yester¬ 
day  backed  the  cable 
industry's  practice  of  offering 
consumers  low-cost  package 
deals  which  include  a  tele¬ 
phone  line  and  a  small  num¬ 
ber  of  television  channels. 

Mr  Cruickshank  told  the 
Independent  Television  Com¬ 
mission.  which  is  investigat¬ 
ing  the  whole  issue  of 
“bundling"  of  cable  channels, 
that  the  inexpensive  packages 
were  “fair  competition  and 
good  news  for  the  consumer " 

Bundling  involves  offering  a 
large  number  of  cable  chan¬ 
nels  on  a  take-it-or-leave-it 
basis.  Yesterday  Mr  Cruick¬ 
shank  said  that  there  should 
be  cause  for  concern  where  a 
supplier  with  a  significant 
degree  of  market  . power  made 
services  available  only  in  bun¬ 
dled  form. 

“BSkyB’s  practice  of  supply¬ 
ing  premium  sports  and  mov¬ 
ie  channels  to  satellite 
customers  only  if  they  also 
subscribe  to  its  own  package 
of  basic  programming  could 


constitute  a  significant  barrier 
to  market  entry  for  other 
providers  of  basic  channel 
packages."  Mr  Cruickshank 
said.  News  International,  the 
subsidiary  of  The  News  Cor¬ 
poration  that  owns  The  Times. 
owns  40  per  cent  stake  of 
BSkyB. 

Mr  Cruickshank  suggested 
that  perhaps  dominant  opera¬ 
tors  should  make  their  premi¬ 
um  channels  available  to 
other  providers  on  “fair,  rea¬ 
sonable  and  non-discrimina- 
tory*1  terms. 

This  month  the  issue  of 
which  channels  should  or 
should  not  be  included  in  the 
basic  package  has  spilled  into 
the  High  Court  On  Tuesday 
Live  TV,  tiie  Mirror  Group’s 
cable  channel,  famed  for  inno¬ 
vations  such  as  News-  Bunny, 
won  a  permanent  injunction 
against  NTL.  the  cable  group, 
to  keep  the  channel  in  its  basic 
package. 

Earlier  in  the  month  Chan¬ 
nel  One  reached  an  agreement 
with  Cable  &  Wireless  Com¬ 
munications  on  similar  issues. 
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MICKY 
CLARKE 

HcuromoL^berafi^ 
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Free  Nicky  Clarke 
Hairomatherapy  Hold  and 
Shine  Hairspray  200ml 
£3.25 

when  you  buy  a  different  product 
from  the  Nicky  Clarke 
Hairomatherapy  range. 

(offer  excludes 
Hairspray  75ml) 


HOLD  &6H1NE 
HAIRSPRAY  "* 

with  Suncrsen 

and  CorfcBtiancrs  .:VW 


:  vitb  Tbrsraficaik .  ^ 
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Coats  gives 
warning 
and  says 
1,100  jobs 
at  risk 

By  Carl  Mortis  hed 

UP  TO  1,100  jobs  could  be  at 
risk  at  Coats  Viyelia,  the  textile 
firm  that  yesterday  issued  a 
profit  warning  and  spelt  out 
the  details  of  the  demerger  of 
its  contract  clothing  operations 
and  the  fashion  businesses 
into  a  new  quoted  company,  to 
be  called  Viyella. 

Coats  Viyelia  said  trading  in 
the  second  half  had  been 
disappointing  with  the 
strength  of  sterling  and  the 
downturn  in  South-East  Asia 
affecting  its  clothing  arid 
thread  businesses. 

The  company  expects  oper¬ 
ating  profit  to  fall  £40  mfllioh 
short  of  the  £174  mifikm 
achieved  last  year.  Michael 
Ost.  chief  executive  of  Coats 
said:  The  demerger  of  Vfyefla 
will  not  solve  the  operational 
problems  of  the  business." 

The  demerged  Viyelia  will 
include  the  UK  and  European 
tactile  businesses  as  well  as  the 
Jaeger  and  Viyelia  retail 
chains,  a  group  comprising 
more  than  £900  million  in 
sales.  It  will  indude  the  Marks 
&  Spencer  contract  dothing 
business,  but  it  will  shed 
Counterpart  the  division  that 
supplies  retailers  other  than 
M&S  and  which  is  expected  to 
lose  £8  million  this  year. 

The  thread  and  precision 
engineering  businesses,  with 
sales  of  £15  billion,  will  make 
up  the  new  Coats  group.  The 
company  would  not  comment 
yesterday  on  the  dividend  like¬ 
ly  to  be  paid  out  by  the 
demerged  companies. 

Counterpart  employs  about 
1.100  people,  with  factories  in 
the  Midlands  and  Scotland 
and  sourcing  operations  in 
London.  The  company  hopes 
to  sell  the  Counterpart  busi¬ 
nesses,  bat  if  buyers  are  not 
found  at  a  satisfactory  price, 
the  operations  wall  be  shut  at  a 
cost  of  some  £15  mDlton. 

Sir  David  Alliance,  chair¬ 
man  of  Coats  Viyelia,  said 
every  attempt  would  be  made 
to  mid  buyers  for  the  assets 
and  he  did  not  expect  all  the 
staff  to  be  made  redundant 
The  demerger  of  Coats  Vi- 
yella  breaks  apart  the  textiles 
empire  built  up  by  Sir  David 
over  the  past  decade.  Sir  David 
said  yesterday  that  the  com¬ 
pany  had  suffered  from  hav¬ 
ing  as  modi  as  70  per  cent  of 
its  garment  manufacturing 
business  based  in  the  UK 
while  rivals  had  reduced  their 
UK  exposure  to  50  per  cent 
The  demerger  is  expected  to 
be  completed  mid  19S8. 


BA  denies  US  court 
setback  with  Laker 

SfonS  oSt  landing  slots  for  UkerAnimrsat  Gatwrde 

basS  in  Florida,  said  an court 
a  ruling  in  favraxr 

allowing  Laker  Airlines  to  proceed  with  ns  claim  that 
Sr^Afrwavs  had  used  its  dominant  position  to 
desirable  slots  at  Gawick.  This  is 

to  alter  the  judjmen, 
effectively  inviting  the  US  district  to 

otherwise  was  based  on  incorrert  copy.  Laktt 

launched  its  action  aSains\  t 

District  Court  in  Fort  Lauderdale  m  June,  saying  feat 

slots  for  its  Ixmtfon-Miamiservia^^  ge “  f*" 
passengers  to  make  connecting  flights  to  Central  and 
.South  America  and  the  Caribbean. 

National  Express  deal 

NATIONAL  EXPRESS  has  bought  Group  Bronckaers,  a 
privately  owned  bus  operator  in  Belgium,  for  £425  million  m 
cash.  It  said  £3  million  will  be  paid  on  completion  with  a 
further  El_2S  million  during  the  next  two  years,  subject  to 
Group  Bronckaers  achieving  future  operating  profit  targets 
of  £600.000  in  each  of  the  two  years.  Based  at  Genk  near  the 
Dutch  and  German  borders,  Bronckaers  operates  104 
vehicles  and  has  100  staff.  In  the  year  to  June  30  it  reported  a 
turnover  of  £4.3  million,  and  operating  profit  of  £450.000. 

Tunstall  in  MBO  talks 

Tt  INSTALL  GROUP,  the  provider  of  emergency  commun¬ 
ications  for  the  elderly,  said  its  executive  management  was  in 
talks  with  potential  providers  of  finance  to  proceed  with  a  ■ 
management  buyout  of  the  company.  The  buyout  proposals 
were  first  revealed  in  September.  Independent  directors  are 
being  advised  by  Close  Brothers.  Yesterday  Tunstall  reported 
a  fall  in  pre-tax  profits  to  £4.14  million  (£8.19  minion)  in  the 
year  to  September  30.  Earnings  were  7.1p  (17.7p)  a  share.  The 
final  dividend  is  held  at  3-32p.  making  a  total  of  5.17p  (5pL 

BAT  unit  disposal 

SOUZA  CRUZ,  BAT  Industries’  75  per  cent-owned  Brazilian 
unit,  said  it  has  agreed  to  sell  its  wholly  owned  subsidiary, 
Companhia  Industrial  de  Pape]  Pirahy,  to  Schwehzer- 
Maudurr  International  for  $62  million  (£37  million).  It  said 
the  transaction  will  not  produce  any  effect  which  may 
substantially  affect  the  net  worth,  the  results  and  the 
operations  of  Souza  Cruz.  Pirahy  is  the  only  national 
producer  of  cigarette  {taper.  Schweitzer-Mauduit  has 
operations  in  America,  France  and  Canada. 

Saga  writes  down  stake 

SAGA  PETROLEUM  will  write  down  the  book  value  of  its 
235  per  cent  stake  in  the  Dunward  and  Dauntless  North  Sea 
oilfield  by  between  $50  million  (£30  million)  and  $60  million. 
The  field  operator,  Amerada  Hess,  has  advised  Saga  and  the 
other  owners  that  reserves  in  the  field  and  the  rate  of 
production  are  lower  than  originally  estimated.  The  book 
value  of  the  field  at  August  31  was  $735  million.  Saga  said 
further  evaluations  of  foe  field  will  be  necessary  before  foe 
company  can  specify  the  exact  amount  of  the  writedown. 

Prestbuiy  acquires  lease 

PRESTBURY  has  exchanged  contracts  to  acquire  foe  long 
leasehold  interest  in  intec  business  park.  Basingstoke,  from 
Royal  life  for  £13.25  million.  Presfoury  said  the  multi-let 
property,  built  in  1985,  comprises 223J000  sq  ft  of  principally  air- 
conditioned  high-tech  space  in  five  buildings  on  a  secured  estate 
of  some  13  acres.  Around  90.000  sq  ft  is  currently  vacant,  the 
company  said.  The  leasehold  is  held  from  the  local  council  on  a 
250-year  lease.  Prestbuiy  said  the  acquisition  is  being  funded 
from  cash  resources  and  bank  finance  will  be  sought  shortly. 

OMG  backs  research 

AN  INVESTMENT  of  £5  million  cash  is  to  be  made  by 
Oxford  Molecular  Group  (OMG)  in  Cambridge  Drug 
Discovery,  a  new  service  company  that  will  specialise  in 
providing  advanced  high-throughput  screening  services  for 
customers,  ranging  from  large  pharmaceutical  groups  to 
small  biotech  companies.  The  automated  process  allows 
large  numbers  of  chemical  compounds  to  be  rapidly  tested 
for  potential  therapeutic  activity  in  the  discovery  of  new 
drugs.  OMG  will  provide  a  foil  drug  design  and  screening 


f 


hi 


service. 


Stagecoach  Lisbon  bid 

STAGECOACH  HOLDINGS,  the  UK  transport  group,  has 
jointly  submitted  a  tender  to  operate  the  North-South  rail  link . 
in  Lisbon  in  partnership  with  Mota,  a  Portuguese 
construction  company.  The  proposal  is  bring  considered.by 
foe  Portuguese  privatisation  commission.  The  link  is 
intended  to  relieve  congestion  and  reduce  travelling  time  for 
thousands  of  passengers.  The  winning  bidder  is  likely  'to' be 
chosen  in  foe  summer  of  1998  and  to  begin  operations  in- the 
first  quarter  of  1999. 

Bowthorpe  acquisition 

BOWTHORPE,  die  electronics  group,  is  acquiring  Western 
Pacific  Data  Systems  (WPDS),  a  US  software  company,  for 
up  to  £38.1  million.  WPDS  supplies  an  integrated  software 
package  called  Gold,  which  manages  logistics,  maintenance, 
supply  and  inventory  adopted  by  several  major  companies. 
In  the  ten  months  to  October  31  WPDS  earned  pre-tax  profits 
of  $3.2  million.  Full-year  profits  are  expected  to  be  $6  million. 
Bowthorpe  has  also  agreed  to  buy  WPDS’s  UK  subsidiary, 
based  in  Somerset  for  £600.000. 
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THE  strong  pound  battered 
Eurotherm,  the  controls  and 
instrumentation  company, 
where  pretax  profits  fell  almost 
20  per  cent  to  £303  million  in  the 
year  to  October  31. 

Sir  James  Harm,  chairman, 
announcing  year-end  figures, 
said  yesterday  that  the 
strength  of  sterling  against 
leading  currencies  was  a 
serious  threat  to  business. 

He  said:  "The  cumulative 
effect  of  the  continued  strength 
of  sterling  taken  across  thou¬ 
sands  of  exporting  companies 
in  Britain  could,  in  my  view, 
do  unnecessary  damage  to  the 
economy,  to  the  UK's  growth 
prospects  and  to  our  manufac¬ 
turing  base  unless  we  return 


By  Martin  Barrow  . 

to  more  acceptable  exchange 
rahe  levels  in  the  months  to 
come." 

Eurotherm's  reported  earn¬ 
ings  fell  to  22.7p  a  share  from 
27.6p.  To  illustrate  foe  impact 
of  sterling,  foe  company  also 
restated  earnings  at  constant 
exchange  rates  to  show  that 
growth  would  have  been 
above  10  per  cent 
Turnover  of  £2023  million 
was  down  from  £2065  mfllirm 

last  year,  but  would  have  been 

£13.1  million  higher  at  con¬ 
stant  exchange  raxes. 

Sir  James  said  the  stronger 
second  half  reflected  actions 
that  were  taken  to  mitigate  foe 
exchange  rate  impact  Mar¬ 
kets  in  Britain  ,  and  America 


account  for  just  over  half  of 
sales  and  showed  great  resO- 
ience  last  year,  he  said. 

“Although  trading  -  condi¬ 
tions  have  been  tough  and 
margin  pressure  severe  there 
are  strong  indications  of  an 
underlying  improvement  in 
tiie.  rate  of  growth  of  orders 
received." 

The  total  dividend  is  in¬ 
creased  to  lOp  a  share  from9p- 
with  a  final  53p. 

Eurotherm  shares  rose  8*ip 
to  363p  yesterday.  In  January 
the  shares  traded  at  543p.  Last 
year  they  peaked  at  644p 
before  a  boardroom  battle  that 
resulted  in  foe  departure  of 
Jack  Leonard  and  his  replace¬ 
ment  by  Sir  James. 
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Don’t  just  measure  the  past 


Neil  Chisinau  explains  the  reasons 
why  senior  management  should  be 
held  to  account  for  their  perforata, n<y 


A  ccountarits  have'  lost 
/\  sight  aftbeir  purpose  in 
A.  lire.  We  are  supposed  to 
wild  managements  account¬ 
able  for  their  performance, 
which  we  do  very  well  for 
middle  and  junior  levels  of 
management,  yfoere  perfor¬ 
mance  is  measured  by  profit. 
But  we  fail  with  boards  of 
directors  because  they  are  not 
responsible  for  profit,  but  the 
creation  of  value. 

Profit  is  important  since  it  is 
a  key  driver  of  value,  but  other 
senior  management  activities 
are  equally  so  —  setting  and 
disseminating  strategy,  man¬ 
aging  risk.  buying  and  selling 
businesses  and  much  more. 
Senior  management  decisions 
create  or  destroy  much  more  ■ 
value  than  the  execution  of 
those  decisions  at  middle  and 
junior  levels. 

Accountants  do  not  measure 
this  performance,  although  it 
is  entirely  possible.  If  the 
^balance  sheet  records  net  as- 
?sets  at  current  values  — .  what . 
management  believes  they 
should  be  worth  —  it  repre¬ 
sents  a  snapshot  in  time  of  the 
value  created  since  inception. 
Gains  and  losses  are  only  the 
difference  in  net  asset  value  at 
the  beginning  and  end  of  a 
period  adjusted  for  any 
cashflows  to  or  from  share¬ 
holders.  And  if  the  balance 
sheet  is  in  current  values  then 


those  gains  and  losses  repre¬ 
sent  the  value  created  or 
destroyed  in  a  period. 

Accountants  and  manage¬ 
ments  complain  that  current 
values  cannot  be  ascertained 
with  any  accuracy.  It  is  the 
role  of  the  stock  market  to 
value,  not  accountants..  Tosh: 
managements  have  no  diffi.-’ 
culty  in. valuing  businesses 
when  considering  mergprs 
and  acquisitions.  They  can 
forecast  cashflows  zrany  years: 
into  the  future  under  consider- 
able  uncertainty,  they,  can 
identity  their  weighted  aver¬ 
age  cost  of  capital,  they  can 
perform  discounted  Cashflow 
analyses. 

It  is  easy  to  value  businesses 
because  they  have  revenue 
streams.  It  is'not  necessary  to 
measure  the  values  of  individ¬ 
ual  assets,  they  are  only  the  ' 
component  parts  of  business¬ 
es.  The  impairment  tests  pro¬ 
posed  by  the  ASB  in  recent 
FREDs  show  what  is  required. 

Current  value  accounting 
would  hold  senior  ,  manage¬ 
ment  accountable  for  their 
overall  performance.  Manage¬ 
ments  would  be  required  to 
show,  cm  their  own  estimates, 
the  value  that  they  have  creat¬ 
ed  or  destroyed.  And  the  feeds 
of  attention  of  analysts  and 
other  observers  would  be  upon 
the  totality  of  value-creating 
activity,  not  just  the  arguable 


Neal  ptomMasqyortffoftanent  value  accounting 


part,  which  we  currently  call 
profit  This  would  be  a  major 
step  forward,  but  not  enough. 
Analysts. :  and  shareholders 
need  to  take'  their  own  view  on 
the  value  of  a  company  io 
provide  .discipline  on  manage¬ 
ment.  They  need  to  judge 
independently  the  company's 
prospects,  the.,  quality  and 
repeatability  of  profit  and 
cashflows  and  the  quality  of 
management  There  is- a  sim¬ 


ple  solution.  Make  a  forecast 
Add  an  extra  column  of  figures 
in  the  financial  schedules 
showing  managements*  esti¬ 
mates  of  die  outcome  for  the 
next  financial  year.  Outra¬ 
geous?  Certainty  new.  but 
hardly  difficult  We  all  have  a 
budget  The  information  is 
available.  Why  not  publish  it? 
Apply  normal  budgetary  con¬ 
trol  to  senior  management  - 

Managements  would  have  a 


strong  incentive  m  make  the 
forecast  nether  too  prudent 
nor  too  optimistic.  Is  it  better  to 
be  sacked  for  under-achieve- 
raeni  of  your  forecast  or  to  be 
taken  over  for  underforecast¬ 
ing  the  potential?  They  would 
disclose  a  wealth  of  informa¬ 
tion  useful  in  evaluating  a 
company's  share  because  they 
would  be  keen  to  share  the 
uncertainties.  Analysts  would 
probe  managements*  projec¬ 
tions  and  question  foe  assump¬ 
tions,  a  much  more  useful  role 
than  merely  trying  to  elicit  a 
forecast  from  management. 

TTaere  is  foe  potential  for  a 
major  improvement  in  the  per¬ 
formance  of  UK  pic  by  adopt¬ 
ing  this  much  more 
informative  approach  to  re¬ 
porting.  The  present  set-up  is 
practically  designed  to  protect 
management  from  befog  ac¬ 
countable.  The  corporate  disas¬ 
ters  that  hit  the  headlines  are 
merely  the  tip  of  an  iceberg  of 
suboptimal  senior  manage¬ 
ment  performance. 

It  is  we  accountants  that  have 
allowed  this  situation  to  arise. 
We  have  let  senior  manage¬ 
ment  off  the  hook.  We  fail  to 
measure  their  performance. 
We  still  try  to  use  historic  cost 
profit,  so  we  deserve  our  reput¬ 
ation  for  knowing  the  cost  of 
everything  and  the  value  erf 
nothing.  If  we  focus  mi  value 
and  what  drives  it,  then  the 
whole  concept  will  become 
much  better  understood  and 
managements  will  concentrate 
on  creating  more  of  it 


The  author  is  finance  director 
afStakis  and  a  member  of  the 
Financial  Reporting  Council 


Not  too  taxing 
a  calculation 


THE  problem  erf  duplicate  tax 
returns  and  foe  confusion  this 
has  brought  to  foe  world  of 
self-assessment  continues  to 
amaze  tax  advisers.  Three 
Counties  Accountancy,  a  firm 
in  Kendall  had  a  client  who 
received  two  -tax  returns. 
Mindful  of  the  chaos  that 
duplicate  returns  have  caused 
they  contacted  the  Inland  Rev-; 
enue  to  ask  which  one  should 
be  treated  as  the  duplicate. 
They  then  sent  'it  back.  Four 
days  later  they  received  a  note 


from  the  Revenue  enclosing  a: 
calculation  for  the  tax  liability 
“which  I  havebeen  abletD 
process  without  any  need'  for 
correction”.  Not  surprisingly 
this  turned  out  to  be  “£n2  on 
EnD  income*”.  Ndwunder  the 
statistics  from  Somerset 
House,  show  such  *  healthy 
dear-up  rate.  . 


Name  dropping 


DOWN  at  Price  Waterhouse 
they  are  understandably  jubi¬ 


lant  that  partners  around  the 
world  “resoundingly"  voted 
for  foe  merger  with  Coopers  & 
Lybrarid.  Now.  while  regula¬ 
tory  authorities  toil,  the  firms, 
are  searching  for  a  new  name 
that  will  sum  up  their/fresh 
start  to  a  new  future.  But  there 
■are  signs  that  thfa  bright  new 
strategy  also  involves  jettison¬ 
ing  much  of  their  past  history 
and  culture. 

A  note  in  the  Christmas  is¬ 
sue  of  PW*s  in-house  maga¬ 
zine  extols  the  virtues,  of  True 


and  Fair,  foe  history  of  the 
firm  that  it  had  published  two 
years  ago.  It  quotes  The  Times 
as  describing  it  as  “a  raiding 
good  ,  read”  And  then  they 
point  out  that  if  any  member 
of  staff  wants  a  copy,  they  can 
have  one  free. 


Erast  in  earnest 


ERNST  &  YOUNG  famously 
never  beats  about  foe  bush 
when  it  thinks  Chancellors  of 
the  Exchequer  have  not  got  a 


due.  So  it  is  good  to  read  its 
robust  report  on  the  aftermath 
of  the  “green.  Budget”.  “We 
have  yet  to  encounter  a  Chan¬ 
cellor  who  did  not  have  foe 
elimination  of  tax  avoidance 
as  a  target.”  it  says.  “It  is  am¬ 
ply  that  some  are  noisier 
about  it  titan  others."  It  accus¬ 
es  ministers  of  “profound  can- 
fusion"  and  of  having  become 
entangled  in  “moral  fury”. 
The  Government  must  be  hop¬ 
ing  the  firm  has  not  decided  to 
have  a  go  at  the  morality  of  the 
Private  Finance  Initiative  as 
wdL 


Robert  Bruce 


When  regulation 


leads  to  regret 


REGULATION  is  a  wonderful  thing.  Some 
people  seem  to  love  to  see  other  people  regu¬ 
lated.  It  is  only  when  the  spotlight  describes  an 
are  and  turns  its  regulatory  glare  on  them  that 
they  start  to  come  up  with  reasons  why  they 
themselves  should  be  excluded.  Successive 
governments  have  complained  about  creative 
accounting.  They  have  thrown  up  their  arms 
in  mode  horror  an  bearing  of  such  crafty 
schemes  as,  for  example,  off-balance  sheet 

financing 

Ministers  talk  to  accountants  and  express 

amawmeat  that  anyone  could  allow  a  com¬ 
pany  to  tuck  a  large  pile  of  assets  away  in  such 
way  that  shareholders  are  oblivious  of  their 
existence  and  the  company’s  balance  sheet 
looks  strikingly  healthy  as  a  result  So 
pressure  is  brought  to  bear  and  an  indepen¬ 
dent  watchdog  is  set  up.  And,  when  it  has  got 
itself  sorted  out,  it  sets  to  and  introduces  roles 
which  ban  off-balance  sheet  financing.  Com¬ 
panies  produce  more  accurate  figures,  fewer 
of  them  go  bust  in  embarrassing  circum¬ 
stances,  and  ministers  are 
much  happier  as  they  are  no 
longer  being  asked  to  sort 
oat  accounting  <=ranffolc 

Then  governments  realise, 
years  after  everyone  else, 
whai  a  brilliant  scam  off- 
balance  sheet  accounting  is. 

They  invent  the  Private  Fi¬ 
nance  Initiative,  {PFI).  They 
are  in  wonderland.  Instead 
of  having  to  fund  huge 
projects  like  hospitals, 
bridges,  prisons  or  roads 
they  get  a  private  sector  out¬ 
fit  to  do  that  and  simply  pay 
to  receive  tiie  service  that  tire 
projects  provide.  All  tile  bor¬ 
rowing  for  such  projects  van¬ 
ishes  from  the  Government's 
accounts.  The  PSBR  sudden¬ 
ly  seems  more  manageable 
in  tough  tunes.  But  later  on. 


Robert 

Bruce 


or  last  week  to  be  precise,  up  pops  that  ind¬ 
ependent  regulator.  If  it  was  off-balance 
sheet  financing  and  dastardly  and  wrong  for 
companies  to  do  it.  then  bow  does  ft  make  it 
different  when  it  is  the  Treasury  which  is  up 
to  foe  tricks.  We  now  await  the  answer. 

Last  week’s  innocent  little  booklet  from  foe 
Accounting  Standards  Board  entitled  Am¬ 
endment  to  FRSS  Reporting  the  Substance 
of  Transaction :  The  Private  Finance  Initia¬ 
tive  is  a  wonderful  thing.  It  doesn't  spell  it  out 
in  so  many  words.  But  the  message  is  that  if 
the  rules  are  right  for  corporate  sector 
transactions  then  they  should  be  right  for 
public  sector  transactions,  particularly  where 
the  public  sector  has  borrowed  the  corporate 
sector's  clothes. 

In  its  essence  the  Government’s  argument 
is  simple.  “The  prison.”  it  will  say.  “is  noth¬ 
ing  to  do  with  us.  guv.  All  we  do  is  pay  for  the 


provision  of  the  service.  It  is  just  a  service.  We 
don’t  actually  own  the  prison.”  To  which  foe 
sensible  answer  is:  "Pull  the  other  one.  Who 
else  would  want  a  prison?"  There  are 
accounting  niceties,  meetly  to  do  with  the  im¬ 
penetrable  rules  on  leasing,  but  that  in  ess¬ 
ence  is  all  that  is  bring  argued  about.  The 
Government  has  dug  itself  in  deeper,  haring 
realised  that  everything  needs  to  be  dressed 
up  even  more.  So  value  for  money  is  riled  at 
ail  tunes  and  foe  pressure  grows  to  pile  more 
and  more  services,  tike  car  parking  or  cater¬ 
ing.  into  the  deals  as  window-dressing. 

TTie  most  recent  Treasury  paper.  Partner¬ 
ships  For  Prosperity,  published  last  month, 
had  this  io  say:  “Where  foe  accounting  ana¬ 
lysis  requires  a  PFI  transaction  to  be  treated 
in  substance  as  borrowing,  the  procurer  will 
almost  certainly  want  to  look  at  the  deal 
again.  The  public  body  should  examine  the 
scope  for  reworking  die  deal  so  that  it  is 
clearly  for  the  provision  of  services.”  Game, 
set  and  match  to  the  ASB.  The  document 
continues:  “Expanding  the 
scope  of  the  project  can  be  a 
means  of  achieving  greater 
risk  transfer  on  good  value 
for  money  terms.”  Which 
sounds  just  like  ail  the 
corporate  protestations  over 
off-balance  sheet  financing 
rules.  The  document  con¬ 
cludes  that  “as  far  as  the  PFI 
is  concerned,  it  is  important 
to  remember  that  accounting 
treatment  should  not  be  a 
determinant  of  whether  a 
project  should  go  ahead;  the 
test  is  value  for  money”.  Or 
as  Sandra  Thompson,  foe 
ASB*s  project  director  on  foe 
PFI  would  put  it  “The 
concern  is  that  people  might 
add  more  and  more  risky 
services  to  the  projects  to 
justify  taking  it  off-balance 


sheet."  Governments  are  always  caught  like 
this.  They  cannot  stomach  criticism,  so  they 
set  up  independent  regulators  to  distance 
themselves  from  future  scandals.  But  this 
should  not  deter  regulators. 

Despite  what  the  largest  accounting  firms 
may  wish  to  say  about  foe  future  of  regula¬ 
tion  in  an  attempt  to  ingratiate  themselves 
with  the  Brussels  authorities,  the  plans  to  set 
up  a  review  board  for  the  profession  are  still 
on  course.  By  early  next  year  tiie  Govern¬ 
ment  will  have  a  complete  package  from  foe 
profession.  And  that  would  enable  ft  to 
achieve  its  manifesto  pledge  on  regulating 
the  profession  by  the  end  of  April  The  only 
danger  remaining  is  that  the  review  board 
may  want  to  then  ask  a  few  searching  ques¬ 
tions  in  the  years  to  come.  The  large  account¬ 
ing  firms,  like  foe  Treasury,  may  come  to  re¬ 
gret  their  views  on  the  validity  of  regulation. 


AN  EXCLUSIVE  COMPETITION 


THE«feTIMES 


to  go  the 


distance  for  Diana 


Wanted:  20  people  to  run  the  marathon  as  fundraisers 


for  the  Diana,  Princess  of  Wales  Memorial  Fund 


The  Times  has 
secured  20  places 
for  its  readers  to 
take  part  in.  the 
1998  Flora  London 
Marathon  and  help  raise 
more  than  the  target  of  £5 
million  for  the  Diana, 
Princess  of  Wales  Memorial 
Fund. 

The  Times  2D  will  be  part 
of  Team  flora,  in  which  all 
he  runners  will  be  fund- 
.  aising  for  the  Memorial 
Fund,  one  of  the  two  official 
charities  for  the  race  next 
year.  A  special  panel  has 
been  set  up  to  select  readers 
wanting  to  ‘Run  for  Diana’ 
over  the  historic  distance 
through  the  streets  of 
London  on  Sunday,  April  26. 

The  Times  will  also  pub¬ 
lish  foe  complete  results  of 
the  race  —  from  the  interna¬ 
tional  heroes  and  heroins 
at  the  front  to  the,  deter-  - 
mined  joggers  ait  the  back. 

There  has  already  been 
unprecedented  interest  in 
the  1998  event.  A  record 
100.000  people  applied  » 
enter,  farfwfing  20,000  who 
specifically  responded  to  an 


invitation  to  run-  for  the-: 

Memorial  Ftojd.  .  . 

This  year,  it  was  telewsed 
in  more  than  100  countries 
and  600,000  people  lined  the 
London  Streets  to  cheer  on 
the  29J35  competitors,  who 
ran  from  Greenwich  to  the 
MaU.  triumphantly  finish¬ 
ing  the  course  of  26  miles 

385 yards.  .  ‘  ' 

The  fund-raising  for  tne 


Memorial  Fund  will  be 
poignant  for  many  of  the 
competitors  next  year 
■because  they  will  be  running 
on  the  streets  where  the  cof¬ 
fin  of  the  Princess  was  car¬ 
ried  at  her  funeral  on 
September  6.  It  win  also  be  . 
10  years  since  she  was  the 
official  starter  of  the. 1988 . 
event  ; 

Applications  should  not 


come  from  people  who  have 
already  been  informed  that 
they  have  been  selected  to 
take  part  in  the  1998  race. 

The  names  of  the  chosen 
20  will  be  published  in  The 
Times  an  Monday,  January 
19  and  the  newspaper  will 
then  highlight  some  of  the 
runners'  stories  and  prepa¬ 
ration  in  foe  build-up  to  the 
event  itself. 


THE  TIMES  DIANA  TEAM  COMPETITION  ENTRY  FORM 


Read  the  form  below  carefully:  the  judges  will  base  their 
derision  on  what  you  reveal  in  this  form.  AD  the  winners 
who  take  part  in  the  marathon  on  April  26  will  be  asked 
to  sign  a  pledge  form  relating  to  their  commitment  to 
raise  funds  for  the  Diana.  Princess  of  Wales  Memorial 
Fund  and  to  remit  such  funds  by  May  31, 1998.  Our 


entry  forms  for  the  chance  to  win  a  place  in  the  Diana 
Team  should  reach  the  following  address  by  January  9. 
1998:  The  Times  Diana  Team.  Flora  London  Marathon, 
PO  Box  5071.  Leighton  Buzzard,  LU7  7FY.  Judging  will 
take  place  on  January  14  and  the  winners  will  be 
informed  by  telephone  by  January  19. 


Titie- 


_ Initiate . .  Have  you  ever  competed  in  a  marathon  before? 


Surname 
Address - 


How  much  money  did  you  raise? 
For  which  organisation/ S? 


Day  td 


Evetd 

Age  .... 


- Female 

Occupation - - - - 

Which  category  do  yon  wish  to  enter? 
Men  L  Women  ^  I 
Do  yon  suffer  from  any  illness/ eg? 


I— J  Male  L— I 


Have  yon  raised  funds  for  any  organisation/s  before? 


Describe  how  much  yon  raised  and  how  yon  did  it 


Have  yon  been  in  hospital  for  an  operation? 
If  yes.  stale  what  and  when 


Do  yon  have  any  outstanding  achievements  of  which 
yon  are  proud?  Tefl  ns  about  them 


Have  you,  a  relative  or  friend,  ever  met  Princess 
Diana?  If  yes,  describe  the  occasion 


What  are  your  hobbies? 


Have  yon.  a  relative  or  friend,  any  connection  with  any 
of  the  Diana.  Princess  of  Wales,  charities,  or  a  special 
reason  for  wanting  to  be  in  the  Diana  team?  Describe 
yonr  connection 


State  in  not  more  titan  50  words,  why  yon  deserve  a 
place  in  tins  year's  marathon 


Please  send  the  completed  entryform  to: 
The  Times/  Diana  Team.  London  Marathon, 
PO  Box  5071,  Leighton  Buzzard.  LU7  7FY 
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34  ARTS  FILM 


THE  TIMES- THURSDAY  DECEMBER  1ST997 

A  -&S 


NEW  MOVIES:  Kids  may  love  it,  but  Geoff  Brown  has  had  enough  of  the  formatted  excesses  of  Home  Alone  3  <  ^ - 


Ma’s  out,  Pa’s  out,  let’s 


Another  Christmas 
season,  another  kid 
home  alone.  Let  us 
rejoice  that  he  is  not 
Macaulay  Culkin.  the  increas¬ 
ingly  obnoxious  star  of  the 
first  Home  Alone  films,  cur¬ 
rently  enjoying  the  inevitable 
eclipse  that  adolescence 
brings.  Not  that  Alex  D.  Linz 
in  Home  Alone  3  deserves 
any  great  fanfare.  This  eight- 
year-old  tyke  has  that  slick, 
artificial  manner  bom  of  act¬ 
ing  cure  in  some  two  dozen  TV 
commercials  (he  also  ap¬ 
peared  in  One  Fine  Day.  as 
Michelle  Pfeiffer's  son).  Shag¬ 
gy  auburn  hair.  Husky  voice. 
But  penetrate  the  outer  shell, 
and  you  might  find  electronic 
circuitry- 

Linz's  character,  convenient¬ 
ly  also  called  Alex,  is  certainly 
not  programmed  to  show  fear. 
Left  in  his  ample  house  in 
Chicago's  suburbs,  ill  with 
chickenpox  while  his  parents 
lead  their  busy-  lives,  he  greets 
the  inevitable  intruders  with  a 
few  choice  insults  and  a  colos¬ 
sal  array  of  booby-trap  de¬ 
vices.  Marbles  lie  under  the 
welcome  mat.  A  trunkful  of 
books  crashes  down  from  the 
roof.  Floorboards  are  less¬ 
ened.  buckers  of  glop  carefully- 
placed.  Heath  Robinson  con¬ 
traptions  primed.  This  fcwy 
follows  the  Scout  motto .  "Be 
prepared.” 

Audiences  are  prepared, 
loo.  for  a  Home  Alone  movie 
leaves  little  room  for  film- 
makers  to  manoeuvre.  The 
director.  Raja  Gosnell.  served 
as  editor  on  the  previous  two 
films,  so  he  knows  the  ropes 
only  too  well.  The  writer  and 
producer,  John  Hughes,  al¬ 
ways  a  man  fond  of  a  formula, 
allows  a  few  changes.  In 
Home  Alone  and  Home  Alone 
2.  the  house  intruders  were 
bungling  burglars.  The 
present  crew  are  gun-carrying 
professionals,  hired  by  North 
Korean  terrorists  to  retrieve  a 
computer  chip,  crammed  with 
American  defence  plans, 
which  found  its  way  through  a 
large  quirk  of  fate  into  little 
Alex's  toy  car. 

Initially,  they  behave  like 
any  hard  villains.  By  the  end. 
they  have  become  Alex’s  play¬ 
things.  composure  shattered 
by  electric  shocks,  encasement 
in  ice  and  a  hundred  other 
torments.  If  you  wish  to  send 
ger  well  cards,  the  actors' 
names  are  Rya  Kihlstedt. 
David  Thornton  and  Lenny 
von  Dohlen. 

Children  always  take  plea¬ 
sure  in  seeing  adults  rifually 
humiliated.  For  them,  fun  of  a 
sort  —  cruel,  repetitive  —  can 
be  guaranteed.  Older  viewers 
must  content  themselves  with 
wincing  at  the  violence,  twid¬ 
dling  their  thumbs,  and  noting 
how  the  script  soft-pedals  pa¬ 
rental  guilt  by  mentioning 
how  absent  adults  can  still 
keep  in  touch  through  mobile 
phones,  faxes,  or  the  Internet. 
More  jaundiced  souls  can 
even  take  some  comfort  in  the 
sheer  rigidity  of  the  Home 


Check  out  that  tousled  coiffure  and  eyes  gleaming  with  innocent  fun.  Wonder  what  he's  doing  with  the  wire  cutters.  This  is  Alex  D.  Lisa.  Of  Home  Alone  3,  and  he  has  cuteness  to  die  for 


Alone  formula,  for  if  they  keep 
making  sequels  as  unoriginal 
as  this,  some  day  nobody  will 
be  at  home  at  all. 

Hollywood  has  no  monopo¬ 
ly  on  family  fun.  Europeans 
can  ladle  it  out  too,  not  with 
the  same  precision,  perhaps, 
but  with  high  spirits  and  a 
lack  of  pretence:  Look  at 
Prim*  Valiant,  a  German- 
British-Irish  co-production 
shot  in  Snowdonia  and  Berlin. 

Set  in  Arthurian  times,  it 
cares  even  less  about  authen¬ 
ticity  than  its  source  material. 
Harold  R.  Foster's  venerable 
comic-strip  (source,  too.  of 
Hollywood's  1954  movie).  The 
Viking  marauders  who  threat¬ 
en  our  land  resemble  medieval 
bikers.  The  princess  in  peril, 
played  by  Katherine  Heigl,  is 
a  blonde  babe  whisked  from 


some  Californian  beach.  Ste¬ 
phen  Moyer’s  lightly  likeable 
Valiant  is.  in  the  producer's 
words,  “Generation  X  medi¬ 
eval-style".  fired  up  to  fight  for 
truth  and  justice,  but  gormless 
about  practicalities.  Joanna 
Lumley  brings  her  own  mod¬ 
em  overtones  to  Morgan  Le 
Fey.  simmering  among  her 
cauldrons,  dressed  in  black 
leather  and  chain-mail.  The 
talk,  too.  is  resolutely  late  20th 
century. 

The  director  Anthony 
Hickox.  usually  associated 
with  video  bin  ventures  such 
as  Hellraiser  III:  Hell  on 
Earth,  attacks  the  material 
with  untrammelled  glee,  jos¬ 
tling  his  camera  in  the  action 
scenes,  highlighting  the  comic- 
strip  tone  by  venturing  briefly 
into  animation  to  bridge  dif¬ 


ferent  parts  of  the  story.  Loud 
music  is  poured  like  a  sauce 
over  everything.  Finesse  is 
nowhere.  And.  once  you  give 
up  looking  for  it,  the  film 
becomes  quite  enjoyable. 

George  of  the  Jungle  is 
acceptable,  too.  although  ap¬ 
preciation  may  be  increased  if 
you  know  of  its  origins  in  a 
late  1960s  television  cartoon 
series  created  by  Jay  Ward, 
master  of  crude  animation 
and  satirical  humour.  Like 
Tarzan,  George  is  jungle-bred. 
Unlike  Tarzan.  he  is  physical¬ 
ly  inept,  hitting  trees  as  he 
swings  through  the  vines. 

Lots  of  Home  Alone  vio¬ 
lence,  torn?  Not  a  bit.  As  the 
stentorian  narrator  informs 
us:  “No  one  dies  in  this  movie, 
they  just  get  really  big  boo- 
boos."  Aside  from  the  playful 


stunts,  the  live-action  charac¬ 
ters  are  also  kept  busy  follow¬ 
ing  a  routine  story.  George 
(Brendan  Fraser,  mobile  face, 
large  and  friendly)  rescues 
Ursula  (Leslie  Mann,  win¬ 
some.  thin),  a  ditzy  heiress  on 
an  African  safari  with  her 
unfeeling  fianefe.  George  loves 
Ursula.  Vice  versa.  Ursula 
takes  him  bade  to  San  Francis¬ 
co,  where  he  ruffles  socialite 
feathers  and  swings  round  the 
Golden  Gate  Bridge. 

But  the  jungle  calls,  along 
with  its  menagerie  of  crea¬ 
tures.  Here  technical  compli¬ 
cations  enter.  One  minute  we 
see  Trained  live  animals;  the 
next,  George's  elephant  friend 
Shep  is  eerily  computer-en¬ 
hanced  to  frolic  and  pounce 
like  a  dog.  We  meet  the 
handiwork  of  Jim  Henson’s 


Creature  Shop,  as  in  Ape,  the 
educated  gorilla,  given  the 
lordly,  exasperated  voice  of 
John  Cleese.  Still,  the  multi¬ 
media  animal  kingdom  is  kept 
reasonably  controlled  by  The 
director  Sam  •  Weisman. 
George  of  the  Jangle  is 
passable  family  fun. 

So  where  is  toe  adult  fun 
this  week?  In  Close-Up,  the 
latest  Iranian  film  to  reach 
British  shores,  although  die 
journey  has  taken  eight  years. 
Abbas  Kiarostami  is  the  direc¬ 
tor.  and  any  admirer  of  his 
recent  work.  And  Life  Coes 
On  or  Through  the  Olive 
Trees,  should  need  no  prod¬ 
ding  to  see  this  typically 
compassionate  and  brain-teas¬ 
ing  piece.  As  in  so  much  remit 
Iranian  cinema,  the  film  ex¬ 
plores  the  mechanics  and  mys¬ 


teries  of  cinema  itself,  using 
the  real-life  case  of  the  unem¬ 
ployed  Hossain  Sabzian,  who 
tells  a  woman  met  on  a  bus 
that  he  is  the  Iranian  film¬ 
maker  Mohseii  Makhraaibaf. 
Meeting  her  family,  he  sug¬ 
gests  using  their  home,  and 
their  services  as  actors,  in  his 
forthcoming  -  movie.  Suspi¬ 
cions  are  roused,  and  arrest 
for  fraud  follows.  Then  comes 
the  trial. 

But  wait  All  is  not  so 
simple.  For  this  film  about  a 
fake  director  is  itself  some¬ 
thing  of  a  fake,  using  the  case's 
real  participants  but  present¬ 
ing  simulated  scenes  as  direct 
reportage.  Only  the  trial  itself, 
shot  on  video,  appears  the 
genuine  artide. 

Always  playfully  philosoph¬ 
ical,  Kiarostami  invites  us  to 


Home  Alone  3 

Warner  West  End  . 

•  PG.  103  mins 
Remember  the  lawcf 
diminishing  returns? 

Prince  Valiant 

Warner  West  End 
PG.  95  mins*  /  £ 
Enjoyable  Arthurian 
nonsense 

George  of 
the  Jungle 

Warner  West  End 
U,  93  mins 
Live-action  debut  of 
a  cartoon  hero 

Close-Up, 

ICA  Cinema,  93  mins 
Humane  wonder  from 
Iran's  Abbas  Kiarostami 

Kiss  Me,  Guido 

Metro.  15. 89  mins 
Cay  comedy  too  eager 
to  please  the  crowds 


share  his  enjoyment  in  testing 
cinema’s  boundaries.  But  he 
never  loses  sight  of  his  charac¬ 
ters  as  people.  Salmanls  de  _ 
fence  is  that  he  wanted,  fori* 
moment,  to  enjoy  respect  and* 
escape  his  impoverished  life; 
Kiarostami  encourages  us  to 
sympathise,  and  find  good¬ 
ness  in  all  parties  to  the 
dispute. 

He  also,  as  always, 
persuades  us  to 
watch  die  simplest 
things  in  new 
ways.  For  several  entrancing 
seconds  we  follow  a  canister 
rolling  down  the  road,  to  be 
buffeted  by  fate  and  kicked  an 
its  way  a  few  minutes  later.  A 
driver  gathers  discarded  flow¬ 
ers  from  a  rubbish  heap  to 
decorate  his  taxi;  an  inddentaf 
detail  that  becomes  imbued 
with  lyric  significance: 
Kiarostami  makes  us  keepour 
eyes,  hearts  and  minds  qxn: 
that  is  why  he  is  one  of  the 
world’s  most  important  and 
necessary  film-makers. 

But  will  anyone  pay  atten¬ 
tion  to  his  film  in  the  week 
before  Christmas?  The  ques¬ 
tion.  I  fear,  may  be  answered 
in  Nanni  Moretti's  droll  sup¬ 
porting  short,  where  he  moni¬ 
tors  the  first  day’s  box-office 
takings  of  Close-Up  in  Rente 
Two  screenings  net  57  admis¬ 
sions.  All  around  Italy,  how1 
ever.  The  Lion  King  rakes  in, 
the  lire. 

Kiss  Me.  Guido  goes  all  ant 
to  please  with  breezy  comedy 
about  a  gay  New  York  actor  in 
need  of  a  room-mate.  Enter  an 
Italian  pizza  parlour 
ee,  straight  and  imj 
innocent  Tony  Vitale’s  firs! 
feature  offers  bouncy  disco 
sounds,  amusing  digs  at 
avant-garde  theatre,  and  a 
likeable  cast  (Nick  Scotti,  An¬ 
thony  Barrile,  Anthony 
DeSando).  But  the  weight  of 
stereotypes  and  trite  plotting 
eventually  drag  the  film  down. 


The  50th  Anniversary  of  Frank  Capra’s  Masterpiece 

James  Stewart  Donna  Reed 

Itys  a 


“AN  UNRIVALLED  CLASSIC" 
*****  TOTAL  FILM 

“THE  PERFECT  CHRISTMAS  FILM 
****Vmaxim 


ALSO 

LAJjU 

ON  V] 

[DEO  1 

L. 

NOW 

A 

IT5  ATOtWSJULIfflt  '19fr  IHUflJC  BiTBGKNIfirKL'  ASCBSOUB'  QFSKUM  EKTHDAraSAT  EVL' 

!8tmnaixBeABB2ii^iiU)omoFm,i^£xnrarotoTi>c< 
VSAimDBMUFFBAIIADBWKWIEPIIIlKEfTSmKXETrBC1 
upas- BatJCEnanraasTEfBr.TEoaciui  uaumciiBSi.  it  mom  m  dbh 


BUY  THE  VIDEO  Of  "ITS  A  WONDERFUL  LIFE-™  AT 


AND  IN  ALL  GOOD  STORES  NOW! 


19TH  DECEMBER 

(T£';:\'4iyr E>7>  rUGL'I'.'Nl) FiL'lIKH ii!  ?; VXSS. VSY RVCHliV  FLT7Y lirJXR'X  GAFF NOfiTVj iMi  'IM'R  \SGi\ rU~!A>i 
SJiL  ON  YiY.  tELL  ilUSOt?.  tiC.bT-  v.H  'fHAAlPTON  QMERE> -L  ARTS  CL\r:!L\  KoGiNS  H\MIN<rTCi\ 5PA  EARNER  YORK 
i'.YKitS  i-lL'i  UOi'SE  Aki.U’.fcRKiO!.  'LYSnii'Ai'EKi.OR.NHU'Ori’r  ARC  READING  ^HEr.-ii'u)  NRtCVvU .  TYNEsiDi 

CV'-ltCi  r3iIN3LRt.fi  GlWVuW HD! IHrATKC  YTiGIN Rr-ITs  VnTiITY -ARS!  A1IC IKiLRM'.IOCui  VJRiiiX  .NEWPORT 


Why  did  they  keep  mum  about  this? 


SNAP 

VERDICT 


‘Ban  this 
movie’ 


Every  week,  young  film  fans 
discuss  the  latest  releases . . . 

□  HOME  ALONE  3 
Leslie  Isaiah  Thomas.  19:  So 
violent  that  I  cant  recommend 
this  movie  to  adults,  let  alone 
children. 

Dorn  Young,  19:  if  you  want 
your  home  left  standing,  do 
not  let  your  kids  see  this. 
Jethro  Aukin.  19:  Similar  to 
Godfather  Part  III,  in  that  it’s 
not  as  good  as  Parts  I  and  II. 
Sharada  Osman.  19:  Like  a 
children's  version  of  Pulp 
Fiction.  Ban  this  movie. 

□  PRINCE  VALIANT 
Leslie:  This  film  has  little 
going  for  it  other  than  Stephen 
Moyer,  who  is  going  to  be  a 
great  big  superstar. 

Dom:  The  original  comics 
were  inspired,  tin's  film  much 
less  so. 

Jethro:  Began  well  but  very 
quickly  went  downhill. 
Sharada:  1  couldn't  keep  my 
eyes  off  Moyer.  Step  aside. 
Tom  Cruise. 

a  KISS  ME  GL1DO 
Leslie:  It  has  its  comic  mo¬ 
ments.  There  are  just  too  few 
of  them. 

Dom:  The  actors  and  director 
do  very  well  considering  the 
script.  The  scriptwriter  had 
obviously  forgotten  he  was 
writing  a  corned}-. 

Jethro:  A  very  insubstantial 
film.  I  remember  when  com¬ 
edy  meant  laughs. 

Sharada:  Pleasant  enough — 1 
have  seen  worse  films. 


■  MOTHER 

C/C.  PG,  1996 

THIS  delightful  comedy  by 
Albert  Brooks,  unaccountably 
passed  over  for  theatrical  re¬ 
lease.  follows  the  fortunes  of  a 
science-fiction  writer  at  the 
crossroads  who  derides  the 
best  way  to  solve  his  problems 
might  be  to  return  to  his  mum, 
and  live  in  his  old  room  at 
home.  Bickering  and  carping 
follow,  not  least  over  the 
contents  of  the  fridge.  Brooks 
himself  fills  the  neurotic  hero’s 
shoes  with  ease.  The  film  is 
made,  though,  by  Debbie 
Reynolds,  getting  her  first 
major  role  in  25  years  as  the 
mother  used  to  her  own  eccen¬ 
tricities,  and  now  faced  by 
someone  rise’s.  A  rental 
release. 

■  A  BING  CROSBY 
CHRISTMAS 

VCI,  E,  1979 

FIFTY  minutes  of  rapid  dips 
from  15  years  of  musical 
Christinas  cheer,  dispensed  on 
television  by  Bing  Crosby, 


NEW  ON  VIDEO 


surrounded  by  beaming  fam¬ 
ily  members,  and  showbiz 
colleagues  young  and  old. 
from  Fred  Astaire  to  David 
Bowie. 

■  DANTE'S  PEAK 

C/C.  12, 1997 

AN  IDYLLIC  town  in  the 
Pacific  Northwest  foils  prey  to 
the  dangers  of  a  bricliing 
volcano  and  cardboard  char¬ 
acters.  Here  are  Pierce 
Brosnan.  earnest  volcanolo¬ 
gist.  and  Linda  Hamilton,  the 
single-parent  mayor.  There 
are  children,  one  grandma 
and  a  dog.  The  special- effects 
are  very  convincing;  a  pity  no 
one  thought  to  expend  much 
attention  on  the  script  A 
rental  release. 

■  ANNA  KARENINA 
Warner,  12. 1997 

ST  PETERSBURG  gleams  in 
the  sunlight.  Ballrooms  shim¬ 
mer  with  gilL  But  where  are. 


the  compelling  emotions  and 
the  believable  characters?  Not 
here;  except  for  James  Fox’S 
Karenin,  who  starts  frostily 
.  but  then  thaws  nicely  as  his 
wife's  affair  unravels.  As 
Anna,  Sophie  Marceau  does 
little  to  hide  her  French  na¬ 
tionality,  while  Sean  Bean 
eliminates  charisma  from 
Vronsky,  the  Count  who  cap¬ 
tures  her  heart.  A  stodgy 
Euro-pudding  from  director 
Bernard  Rose:  read  the  book 
instead.  A  rental  release. 

■  ITS  A  WONDERFUL  ' 
LIFE 

PolyGram,  U,  1946 
FRANK  CAPRA’S  hymn  to 
homely  American  values  is  no 
stranger  to  video,  although 
this  release  benefits  from  re¬ 
stored  image  and  sound  and  a 
23-minute  item  about  the  mak¬ 
ing  of  the  film.  There  are 
com  ball  touches,  certainly, 
but  the  story  of  James  Stew¬ 


art’s  doubting  do-gooder  in  a 
small,  cosy  town  has  its  inter1 
esting  dark  side,  and  it  wwtkl 
take  the  most  determined* 
Scrooge  not  to  be  moved  by  tfaw 
final  moments,  when  Stewart 
pulls  back  from  the  brink. 

■  SELENA 
Warner.  PG,  1997 
TEX-MEX  singer  Selena,  shot 
dead  two  years  ago  by  her  fen 
club  leader  at  the  age  of  23, 
receives  the  worshipful  biopic 
treatment  in  this  entertaining 
movie.  The  fatal  incident  itself 
is  not  even  shown;  instead  ws 
focus  on  Selena's  family  back¬ 
ground  and  rapid  rise  to  glory. 
What  saves  the  film  front 
being  anodyne,  apart  from,  the 
music,  is  the  performance  of 
Jennifer  Lopez,  whose  smite' 
radiates  enough  sunshine  and 
energy  to  see  us  all  through 
winter.  The  director  is  Greg¬ 
ory  Nava,  best  known  far 
independent  movies  such  us . 
El  Norte.  A  rental  release.  .A 

Geoff  Brownt 


ASKED  to  account  for  his  interest  m 
jazz,  Detroit-born  saxophonist  Rick 
Margitza  has  a  straightforward  reply: 
**I  heard  a  Charlie  Parker  record;  tfcrs 
all  it  took.”  Given  dial  stringed  rather 
than  reed  instruments  run  in  his  family 
—  both  his  father  and  paternal  grandfa¬ 
ther  were  violinists;  his  maternal 
grandfather  played  cello  on  several  of 
Parker'S  Bird  with  Strings  albums  — 
his  choice  of  musical  direction  was  a 
bold  one,  but  it  has  paid  off  at  36, 
Margitza  has  an  enviable  string  of 
credits  behind  him.  including  stints 
with  Miles  Davis.  Maynard  Ferguson 
and  Airto/Rora  Ptirim.  and  he’s  made 
six  highly  regarded  albums  as  a  leader. 

Reactions  to  these  albums  generally 
dwell  on  two  aspects  of  his  playing:  the 
thoughtful  restraint  of  his  approach, 
and  the  elegant  sonorousness  of  his 
tone.  Both  qualities  were  readily  appar¬ 
ent  as  soon  as  Margitza  eased  himself 
and  his  quartet  —  pianist  Steve  Hamil¬ 
ton.  bassist  Mark  Hodgson,  drummer 
Jeff  Boudreaux —  into  fats  first  piece,  an 


Passion  with 
panache 


JAZZ 


original.  August  in  Paris.  Where  the 
average  saxophonist  frequently  hurtles 
into  the  set’s  introductory  numberfike  a 
sprinter  off  the  blocks,  Margitza 
himself,  gradually  transforming  his 
warm,  gently  insistent  tenor  sound  into 
die  kind  of  passionately  rhapsodic 
rhetoric  he  required  for  later  originals 
such  as  Gypsies,  a  bustling  theme 
celeb  rating  his  Romanian  heritage.. 

Margitza  spent  five  years  studying  in 
New  Orleans,  and  he  credits  the  dty 


with  impressing  upon  him  the  ixnpor-.  t 
tfnee  of  earthiness  in  ntusic.^ 
Boudreaux  is  a  Louisiana  native;  and' 
he  brings  a  funky  vigour  to  the  musk  of 
ms  associate,  constantly  breaking  up 
the  beat  into  lively  snare-led  shuffles,' or 
as  on  an  intriguingly  rejigged 
version  of  Gershwin’s  Embraceable 
iou  —  resorting  to  mallets  to  give  an 
^hnost  timpani-like  effect  to  his  soloing-' 
“*  both  the  first  sefs  doser.  Points  to 
Ponder,  and  in  the  bluesier  originals  in 
me  second  set,  Boudreaux  proved  die 
perfect  fofl  to  Margitza,  cushioning  his 
ptoro  contemplative  moments  yef  driv* 
uig  him  with  panache  through  his 
music’s  more  energetic  passages. 

Given  the  tasteful  eloquence  that 
characterised  Margitza’s  handling  of 
•joth  his  tenor  and  soprano  horns 
curing  this  performance  his  ambition 
1°  a»olate  guitarist  Pat  Metheny  by 
niching  a  lot  of  people  without  seffing . 
out  Should  be  wholly  within  his  grasp. 

Chris  Parker 
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ARTS  GALLERIES  35 


In  Dublin,  Isabel  Carlisle  finds  that  however  the  future  may  judge  a  giant  of  Pop  Art,  the  present  is  still  impressed 
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Broadway  boards  some 

ft 1999,  with  a  West 
gening  later.  Alan 
ai  will  write  the 
Stephen  Schwartz  the 
Unscheduled  as  yet 
suisneys  version  of  Aida  — 
music  by  Elton  John 
rather  than  VenJL 

f^WliRE:  Henry 
Moore,  greatest  of  20th- 
coitury  British  sculptors, 

^1  be  celebrated  throughout 
1998  to  mark  the  centenary 
of  his  birth  on  July  30.  The 
National  Gallery.  Tate, 

British  Museum  and 
SainsbuiyCentrein 
Norwich  are  all  planning 
exhibitions,  and  a  touring 
shew  will  open  at  Yorkshire 
Sculpture  Park  in  April 
and  travel  widely.  There  will 
be  a  big  retrospective  in 
Vienna,  two  documentaries 
on  BBC2,  and  the 
publication  of  four  hitherto 
! unseen  editions  of  Moore's 
graphics.  In  addition  the 
Henry  Moore  Foundation 
is  planning  to  focus  attention 
on  the  artist’s  home  at 
Perry  Green  in  Hertfordshire, 
where  there  will  be  an 
open  day  on  June  20. 

THEATRE:  In  what  is  - 
generally  agreed  to  have  been 
a  Strong  year  for  new 
drama,  ten  writers  have  been 
shortlisted  for  the  LJoyds 
Private  Banking  Playwright 
of  the  Year  Award.  They 
are  April  de  Angelis  (The 
Positive  Hour),  Alan 
Ayckbourn  (Things  We  Do 
for  love).  Helen 
Blakeman  (Caravan),  Caryl 
Churchill  (The  Blue 
Heart),  Martin  Crimp 
| 'Attempts  on  her  Lift), 

Mike  Cullen  ( Anna  Weiss). 
Patrick  Marber  (Closer). 
Martin  McDonagh(The 
Cripple  oflnishmaan), 

Conor  McPherson  (The  Weir) 
and  Tom  Stoppard  (The 
Invention  of  Love).  David 
Ha  re's  Am/s  View  was 
excluded  from  consideration 
at  the  author's  request 
The  winner  of  the  £25,000 
award  will  be  announced  .• 
on  January  29.  . 
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Mao  (1973):  “Warhol  mstinctively  knew  which  images  were  sufficiently  embedded  in  the  American  psyche  for  their 
manipulation  to  create  a  sensation.  Then  he  doubled,  die  impact  by  reproducing  the  mechanically  produced  image” 


leveri  years  after  his 
death,  the  subject- 
matter  of  Andy  War¬ 
hol's  work,  from 
Campbell's  Soup  cans  to 
Chairman  Mao,  is  still  part  of 
our  daily  lives  and  mythology. 
His  influence  on  young  artists 
has  never  been  more  evident 

—  in  their  self-promotional . 
skills  as  well  as  their  art — and 
Warhol  can  be  viewed  at  just 
enough  of  a  distance  to  allow 
his  stature  in  the  second  half  of 
the  20th  century  to  be  seen  to 
be  as  great  as  Marcel  Du¬ 
champ'S  in.  the  first  half. 

One  generation  hence  and 
his  revolutionary  inventions  of 
the  multiple  image  and  the 
silkscreening  of  paint  on  to 
canvas  may  nett  seem,  so 
significant  His  great  panthe¬ 
on  of  the  visual  icons  of  our 
age  will  certainly  have  begun 
to  fade;  and  it  is  hard  to 
imagine  that  WarfiolS  reput¬ 
ation  will  not  fade  with  it  . 

However,  the  retrospective 
of  Warhol's  paintings  and 
sculpture  currently  on  show  in 
Dublin  presents  an  unasham¬ 
edly  positive  view  of  his  artis¬ 
tic  career.  Here  we  have 
Warhol  floating  free  of  the 
dead  weight  of  his  bad  movies 
and  the  blatant  commercial¬ 
ism  of  his  late,  avidly  sought 
portrait  commissions  and  ad¬ 
vertisements. 

With  most  of  the  loans 
coming  from  the  Warhol  Mu¬ 
seum  in  Pittsburgh,  the  career 
of  this  giant  of  Pop  Art  can  be 
traced  in  its  entirely,  from  1956 
to  1986.  Versions  of  almost  all 
the  key  works  are  present: 
Tuna  Fish  Disaster,  Jackie, 
Cow  Wallpaper,  Skull,  Myths, 
Guns  and  the  1986  Self-Por¬ 
trait  among  them. 

The  show  begins  with 'the 
pen  and  ink  sketches  of  angels 
and  cats  by  Warhol’s  Slovaki¬ 
an  mother,  Julia  Warhola. 
They  have  the  same  decora¬ 
tive,  calligraphic  line  and  fan- . 
cashes!  imagination  that 
Warhol  used  in  the  1950s  for 
the  advertisements  by  which 
he  first  made  a  living. 

-  Disconcertingly,  in  these 
early  drawings  Warhol  treats 


all  his  subject-matter  tile  same 
way,  whether  it  is  a  woman 
being  presented  with  a  flower 
or  a  boy  injecting  himself  with 
heroin.  The  ink  lines  are 
blotted  to  make  them  look 
artistic  and  give  the  illusion  of 
printing,  a  technique  that 
achieves  the  effect  that  the 
later  silkscreens  .  an  canvas 
did:  emotional  neutrality. 

However  horrifying  the 
scenes  in  these  paintings — an 
empty  electric  chair  or  a  car 
crash  with  mangled  bodies  — 
Warhol  deflected  accusations 
of  sensationalism  by  feigning 
reportage.  It  was  a  neat  trick 


4  Here  we 
have  Warhol 
floating  free 
of  the  dead 
weight  of  his 
bad  movies  9 


and  one  which  is  used  today 
by,  among  others,  the  video 
artist  Gillian  Wearing,  winner 
of  the  1997  Turner  Prize. 

In  finding  a  method  of 
transferring  photographic  im¬ 
ages  to  .canvas  using  the 
misaligned  register  of  news¬ 
paper  printing  and  the  colours 
of  neon  signs,  Warhol  was 
both  subverting  artistic  tradi¬ 
tion  and  broadening  the  possi¬ 
bilities  of  painting.  He  first 
used  the  screenprinting  tech¬ 
nique  in  1962  to  create  such 
works  as  Three  Coca-Cola 
Bottles,  and  Gold  Marilyn. 
The  latter  juxtaposes  two  <Ems 
of  canvas  painted  gold,  one 
with  (he  publicity  image  of 
Monroe  that  Warhol  was  to 
repeat  again-  and  again 
silkscreened  on  to  it,  the  other 
left  blank.  Lite  much  of  War¬ 
hol's  work  one  wonders 
whether  to  take  it  at  face  value 
or  probe  for  deeper  meanings. 

Duchamp  put  his  finger  on 
Warhol’s  art  when  he  said:  “If 


you  take  a  Campbell's  Soup 

can  and  repeat  it  50  times,  you 

are  not  interested  in  the  retinal 
image.  What  interests  you  is 
the  concept  that  wants  to  put 
50  Campbell'S  Soup  cans  on  a 
canvas."  When  the  multiple 
soup-can  pictures  were  first 
shown,  the  concept  provoked 
furious  reactions  even  from 
people  who  had  not  seen  them. 

Warhol  instinctively  knew 
which  images  were  sufficiently 
embedded  in  the  American 
psyche  for  their  manipulation 
to  create  a  sensation.  Then  he 
doubled  the  impact  by  repro¬ 
ducing  the  mechanically  pro¬ 
duced  image  in  a  way  that 
imitated  the  mechanical  pro¬ 
cess,  but  was  in  fact  highly 
skilled  artistry,  in  his  sculp¬ 
ture  as  well  as  his  painting. 
The  Brillo  soap  pads  boxes 
looked  like  the  real  thing,  but 
were  in  fact  brilliant  imita¬ 
tions  in  painted  wood.  Fur¬ 
thermore,  no  two  silkscreened 
images  were  the  same. 

The  Dublin  curators 
have  used  the  succes¬ 
sion  of  small  rooms 
opening  off  long  corri¬ 
dors  at  tiie  former  Royal 
Hospital  at  Kfimainham  to 
show  tingle  works.  Silver 
Clouds,  made  of  helium-filled 
plastic  film,  drift  inside  one 
room,  while  Cow  Wallpaper 
—  die  lurid  pink  head  of  a 
Jersey  cow  silkscreened  lifesize 
on  to  yellow  in  a  repeating 
pattern  —  covers  the  walls  of 
another.  Half  the  length  of  one 
corridor  is  taken  up  with 
Warhol'S-  silkscreened  photo¬ 
graph  of  a  kitschy  coloured 
drawing  of  Leonardo's  Last 
Supper.  Shown  double,  tide 
fry  tide  with  the  repeat  image, 
it  is  twice  the  length  of  the 
original  in  Milan. 

For  Warhol,  nothing  was 
sacred.  But  fry  the  time  of  his 
death  he  had  devoured  so 
many  icons  that  he  had  him¬ 
self  become  a  monstre  sacri. 

m  Andy  Warhol:  After  the  Party  — 
Works  1956-1966.  sponsored  by 
ACC  Bank,  is  at  the  Irish  Museum 
of  Modem  Art.  Dublin  (003531 
6129900).  until, March  22 


Designers  to  the  world 


Carl  Larsson  was  a 
painter  and  illustrator, 
•his  wife  Karin  was  a 
designer  of  furniture  and  tex¬ 
tiles.  They  met  in  France, 
where  they  were  both  study¬ 
ing.  and  married  in  Stockholm 
in  LS83.  In  1SSS  they  were  given 
a  cottage  at  Sundbom.  in 
central  Sweden.  and  began 
transforming  it  to  suit  the 
needs  of  their  growing  family. 

Almost  immediately  Carl 
started  recording  their  life 
there  in  a  series  of  elegant, 
sun-filled  watercolours.  When 
the  first  album  of  these,  Ett 
Hem  (A  Home),  was  pub¬ 
lished  in  1S99  the  result  was 
^sensational.  The  Lars  suns  be- 
§tame  the  most  famous  artists 
in  Sweden,  and  Their  lifestyle 
swept  the  country. 

And,  indeed,  the  world.  The 
show  of  their  work  at  the 
Victoria  and  Albert  Museum 
is  subtitled  “Creators  of  the 
Swedish  Style",  and  there  is  no 
need  iu  underline  what  that 
has  meant  to  20th-century 
decorative  arts  worldwide. 
The  fact  that  lkea  is  the  show's 
sponsor  says  it  ail. 

Naturally  the  Larsson  style 
did  not  come  out  of  noihing. 
The  show  points  to  a  number 
of  influential  predecesors  in 
Britain  (Victurian  painted  fur¬ 
niture,  Kate  Greenaway'S  chil¬ 
dren’s  books)  and  Sweden, 
where  19th-century  tastes  for 
the  dork  and  ornate  had  never 
entirely  ousted  13th-century 
simplicity,  designed  to  trap  as 


John  Russell 
Taylor  on  the 
Swedes  who 
changed  the  look 
of  every  home 


much  light  as  possible  indoors 
during  the  dark  days  of  a 
northern  winter. 

There  are  also  significant 
works  by  contemporaries  such 
as  Voysey  and  Mackintosh. 
Evidently  we  are  dealing  with 
the  tone  of  the  times,  when  a 
number  of  important  artists 
and  designers  were  naturally 
heading  in  the  same  direction. 

This  does  ro  some  extent 
answer  the  question  a  friend 
asked  me  at  the  exhibition: 
"All  very  pretty,  1  grant  you, 
but  where  does  it  get  us 
today?"  The  past  is  always 
impurir  in  the  present,  but 
here  particularly  so.  The  final 
section  reminds  us  of  the  way 
the  Larssons’  taste  for  natural 
or  brightly  painted  wood,  their 
while  or  pale-coloured  walls, 
the  graceful,  rather  Japanese 
asymmetry  of  their  arrange¬ 
ments,  all  fed  into  the  Modem 
movement’s  repertoire  of  ef¬ 
fects  and  the  Bauhaus  way 
with  textiles  and  metalwork. 
Though  the  Larssons  were  not 
alone,  their  role  was  crucial. 

The  first  impression  of  the 


show  is  one  of  delicate  period 
charm.  The  volumes  in  which 
Carl  Larsson  recorded  his 
family  life  in  Sundbom,  like 
Ett  Hem  and  At  Solsidan, 
were  universal  bestsellers,  and 
it  is  not  difficult  to  see  why. 
They,  and  more  especially  the 
watercolour  originals,  encap¬ 
sulate  an  ideal  vision  of  tile 
which  seemed  at  the  time  to  be 
within  reach  of  ordinary 
people,  and  now  has  an  added 
charge  of  intense  nostalgia. 

But  it  should  be  emphasised 
that,  while  undoubtedly  light¬ 
weight  in  the  overall  artistic 
pattern  of  his  time,  Larsson 
was  a  brilliant  draughtsman 
with  a  finely  unconventional 
sense  of  composition.  The 
watercolours,  whether  or  not 
regarded  as  "mere"  illustra¬ 
tions,  sparkle  with  life. 

His  larger  and  more  deter¬ 
minedly  serious  paintings 
look  rather  anaemic  when 
compared  with  the  nearby 
work  of  his  Scandinavian 
Symbolist  contemporaries, 
but  for  all  his  success  with 
many  major  mural  commis¬ 
sions,  ftedoes  nor  seem  to  have 
been  cut  out  for  the  monumen¬ 
tal.  It  was  as  an  intimist  that 
he  first  made  his  name,  and  as 
such  he  has  triumphantly 
survived  a  century*  whirligig 
of  fashion. 

•  Mctoria  and  Albert  Museum, 
Cromwell  Road,  SW7  (0171-938 
83ft),  Mon  noon-SJOpm.  Tubs- 
Sun  KJamSJOpm,  until  Jan  18. 
£5.  cones  £3 


Cari  Lareson’s  Christmas  Eve  1904:  a  typical  projection  of  an  idealised  home  life 


History’s 

broad 

canvases 


It  has  been  unkindly  said  of 
the  early  19th-century  Ital¬ 
ian  painter  Hayez  that  to 
-  tiie  Italians  he  is  Delacroix,  to 
everyone  else  he  is  Delaroche. 
John  Russell  Taylor  writes.  Of 
course,  to  appreciate  the  barb 
you  would  have  to  know  who 
and  what  Delaroche  was, 
which,  considering  his  unfash- 
ionability,  has  not  been  easy 
for  150  years.  But  in  the  past 
few  years  Ddaroche’s  stand¬ 
ing  in  Britain  has  improved. 

This  is  largely  because  of  his 
large  painting  or  77ie  Execu¬ 
tion  of  Lady  Jane  Grey  (1833), 
now  one  of  the  most  papular 
paintings  in  the  National  Gal¬ 
lery.  There  is  even  a  romantic 
story  attached  to  it  At  the  time 
of  the  great  Tate  flood  in  1928 
the  painting  was  rolled  up  in 
the  basement,  considered  too 
quaint  and  Victorian  to  show. 
It  appeared  to  be  irrevocably 
damaged,  and  was  left  as  it 
was.  So  when  someone  finally 
looked  at  it  again  in  the  1970s, 
h  had  dried  out  so  slowly  and 
naturally  that  it  was  hardly 
damaged  at  all.  It  was  restored 
and  put  on  show  in  the 
National  Gallery,  and  the  rest 
is  history. 

Indeed,  practically  all  of 
Paul  Delaroche*  painting  is 
history,  in  a  more  literal  sense. 
Few  people  realise  that  a 
number  of  other  historical  set- 
pieces  from  the  same  hand  are 
not  far  away,  in  the  Wallace 
Collection. 

Delaroche  was  already  dead 
and  well  past  the  zenith  of  his 
reputation  in  the  fate  165% 
and  early  1860s  when  most  of 
the  paintings  were  bought,  but 
the  Marquess  of  Hertford  was 
of  an  independent  mind.  If  the 
pictures  in  the  current  show  at 
the  Wallace  strike  us  first  of  all 
as  an  illustrated  history,  sug¬ 
gesting  to  the  interested  spec¬ 
tator  what  Joan  of  Arc  could 
have  looked  tike  in  prison,  or 
the  Princes  in  the  Tower,  they 
are  much  better  as  paintings 
than  one  might  suppose.  Dela¬ 
roche  was  undoubtedly  one  of 
the  great  image-makers:  even 
if  you  do  not  like  the  way  the 
canvas  is  painted,  you  never 
forget  the  picture  Delaroche’s 
imagination  has  formed. 

•  Death  and  Devotion  is  or  the 

Wallace  Collection.  Hertford 
House.  Manchester  Square.  W1 
(0171-9350687)  until  Jan  12 
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LONDON 

BBC  CONCEHT  ORCHESTRA 
SHOWCASE.-  The  popular  soprano, 
Lesley  Ganeit.  leans  up  with  the  BBC 
Cancan  Ofchesiia  under  Pcier  Pta  arson 
fix  a  Cfaoimcs  gala  cancer,  vitftcfi 
mums  seasonal  sjr»}}  as  well  as  a 
selection  el  music  horn  itw  diva's  char) - 
topping  alburns 

Festival  Hall  South  Bar*.  S£1  (0171- 
XG42*2>.  TcwgH  7  30pm  © 

CAROL  CONCERT:  Siophen  Layton 
conducts  the  Herts  5tegets 
accompanied  by  the  City  (A  London 
&nioma  In  a  performance  ot  Mth- 
centurv  Chrtamaa  canals,  set  oy  Peter 
W  attach.  Frafit.  Bodge  ana  John  Ruaer. 
Th=  sopr  ano  Enwafrjrtfov  and  me 
tenor  lan  Bostndge  are  soloists. 

St  John's.  Sntnh  Square.  SW1  (0171- 
322 106U  Tongtn.  ?3CpT> 

LONDON  SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA:  The  Norwegian  pane* 
Lad  Oj0  Andsnes  danonsUataa  his 
techncal  skin  and  nwacal  insight  as  he 
pve  the  ISO  as  sotosnn  the  first  of 
two  concerts  teatunng  Radima/vrvjv's 
ohatorgng  FVstyj  Concerro  No  3  This 
a  couptad  with  another  wotfc  tv  the 
same  cot  nposer  the  Second 
Symphony  Tadeata  Oteluj  conducts. 
Barbican.  SJ.  Street.  6C2  (01 1 1-b38 
B&Jti  Tonight  lomortcw.  7  30pm.  Q 

ROBIN  HOOD:  Daring  tears  and 
superb  special  enects  are  aB  pan  ot  this 
acmn -packed  performance  tearurtng  a 
sJar  studded  casi  of  eftfaen'* 
favourites  Sylvester  McCoy,  rt  Or  Who 
lame,  plays  the  e<rt  Sheri  It.  won  Peter 
Duncan  iSkre  Peter  Duncan  Oar 0^1  as 
the  outlaw  hao 

Lewisham  Theatre  Cation!  SE6 
10 181-690  0002)  Today  and  tomorrow. 

1  30pm.  7  30pm,  SaL  I  30pm.  i  30pm. 
73Qpm  Sun.  2pm  5pn  ThenMon-Sun. 
various  tones  Until  Jan  10© 

HANSEL  8  GRETEU  Theatre  RoyaTs 
associate  writer.  Patrick  Pnor.  nansiorms 


TODAY'S  CHOICE 


A  dally  guide  to  arts 
and  entertainment 
eampHed  by  MarK  Hargto 


the  trscfityyial  tary  rata  Wo  afun-tded 
oamonwne  wuh  hwt-sajyjlng  imsc  by 

Grog  Palmer  Stage  newcomers 
Hamah  Lawiehco  and  Aiax  Newiartd 
play  the  ttie  rates. 

Theatre  ftoyai  Stratford  East  Geny 
Raffles  Square.  £15  (0181-8340310) 
Mon-Sal.  2  ISpm  ana  7 15pm. 
ELSEWHgftE 

LEEDS;  Open  North  is  |olned  by  the 
award-wrnmg  singng  thespian  Kfrn 
CHsMfi  r.  a  concert  partamanca 
ceiebraungthe  gtanoLE  iruScof 


Tadaaki  Otaka  conducts 
Rachmaninov,  Barbican 


Broadway  Endtisd  IGulFl?r\}hmfaa 
programme  spurts  a  period  ot  SO  years 
ol  ntaidbecs  xmgrtrrtmg  and  neftideo 
runbets  such  as  &K.  Hdb  Young 
Loware  and  Marteaflan.  David  Chstaa 
Abell,  ntugreo)  director  c4  ihe  American 
lourot  Lea  Misdrattet  conducts 
Grand  Theatre  Nar  Brtgflafe 
(0113-245  9351/44097 1 ).  Tonighrano 
tomorrow.  7 15pm  © 

MANCHESTER  Dowd  TtacfcJ  ptayt. 
Noa)  Coward's  satn-pertreft  of  hmc*»  »i 
Proeant  Laughter,  hfa  oijoyabta 
comedy o< a twspat boy  GeraHne 
AtaxanOer.  Amentia  Boxer  and  Rachel 
Reking  play  wee  of  the  woman  m  Ns 
campicand  life.  Matth»  Lloyd  directs 
Royal  Exchange  at  Upper  Campfietd 
Market  (DI81  -833  8833).  Piewewe  today. 
7.30pm  Opens  tamonuw.  7.30pm. 

Then  Mon-Sat  7  30pm.  mats  Wed  and 
Sat2  30pm  rJhdi  Fad  7 

GLASGOW:  The  Scottah  Chamber 
Orchestra  presenis  tfie  mrldmmtera 
ot  hurt  Schwensb's  musical  version  ol 
RoaW  Dahfc  "revoaing  rhyme'' 
GXdtocks,  wah  3  test  adapted  Irom  Ihe 
arvijrai  by  Donald  Snrrcc*  Ama&nee 
lor  schools  liXpmt.  is  toUowed  by  an 
evonirio  oertarmance  (7.30pm)  ertrti 
also  teal  Liras  musk:  bv  SfrauaC  Mczart 
and  Weber.  H  K.  GnAKt  conducts 
Royal  Concarl  Hafl.  2  SauctnehaJI 
Scresi  (0141-287  85111  © 

LONDON  GALLERIES 

Hne  Heywant  ObfeCs  of  Desotj 
10171-9283144)  Museum  of 
London  Sedan  Custody,  cao  and 
cure  (0171-800  0807)  ..  Naftonal 
Holbein's  Antaaasadors  (0171-747 
3885 )  National  Portrait  Hyenas  In 
Pertcoaia  (0171-306  OOS)  Royal 
Academy:  Victorian  Fairy  Partng 
(0171-439  7438)  . .  Serpentine-. 

Ptaro  MansntOl  71-402  607S| 

Tate  Timer  on  the  Lore  (01 71 -887 
8000)  .  V4  A:  Costune artd  TexSes 
of  Pakistan  (0171-S38  8349(8441 1 


□  ALL  IN  THE  WRONG.  Paul  Shelley 
recedes  me  rote  ol  Sy  John  BesJass  in 
Arthur  Murphy's  excellent  18th-century 
romp  One  cH  this  theatre  s  happresr 
red&Xiwr ies  back  tor  Chnslmas 
Orange  Tree.  Clarence  Sneer. 
Richmond  IOI81 -340  3633)  Mon-Sat. 

7  45pm:  mals  Thur  (Jan  B.  t5|  230pm 
and  SaL  4pm  Addmortal  mats 
lomorrew.  Dec  31.  Jan  2  4pm  © 

■  BUGSY  MALONE:  The  cast  of  the 
Manana)  Youth  Muse  Deane  he  Iheir 
$phrge-gi*tt  fri  He  spoof  gangster 
musical  demed  Irom  Alan  Parker's 
movie  Jeremy  Tayta  dir  acts 
Queens,  Shanmoury  Avenue  W1 
|0171-494bO41|  Mon-Sal.  730  mats 
Wed  and  Sat.  2  30pm.  Unm  Jan  1 7. 

C  A  OBLIGATE  BALANCE  Eteen 

Atkins  hauntmgiy  cMlng  xi  welcome 
revival  o*  ABjeo's  play  about  mamage. 
parani  hood  and  nefghbouritiess 
Maggie  Smith  plays  the  drunk  sisuw 
Theatre  Royal.  HaymarkeL  SW1 
(0171-930  9800).  Mon-Sat.  Bprrr  mats 
Wed  and  SaL  3pm  © 

O  AN  ENSIY  OF  THE  PEOPLE  Ian 

Mckeltan  plays  die  Spa  doctor  pitting 
Nmsatf  against  Ihe  corrmanty  it  Trevor 
Nunn's  Nghry  derailed  production 
Natlenal  Theatre  (Olivier).  South 
Bank.  SE1  (0171-9282253)  Tcwghl- 
Sai.7  iSpnr.  mat  SaL  2pm  In  rep.  © 

B  THE  GOVERNMENT  INSPECTOR 
Janalhan  Kent  drects  Tam  Hodander  as 
the  presumed  inspector  Btvm  Murphy 
as  his  servani  and  Ian  McDiennd  as  the 
devious  Mayor  m  Gogol  s  matchless 
satmc  comedy 

AbneWa  Theatre.  1 08  Almeida  Street 
N1  (0171-3594404)  Mon-Sat.  7  30pm: 
mat  SaL  3pm  Umi  January  J1  © 


THEATRE  GUIDE 


Jerany  Kingston's  1 
of  theatre  showing  In  London 
■  House  fun,  returns  ortiy 
B  Some  seats  svaUaWs 
□  SsotsatsH  prices 


D  HRH-  Carta  Redgrave  and  Amanda 
Donohue  play  the  Duke  and  Duchess  ol 
Windsor  in  >moiher  stage  version  ot 
tharr  dorvgs.  this  tome  eded  10  the 
Batumi,,  and  no  muafe  Simon  Callow 
directs 

Playhouse  Northumberland  Avu.  WC2 
(0171-839  44(111  Mon-Sai.  8pm.  mats 
Thut  and  Sol  ^sm  © 

B  THE  MAGISTRATE  tun 
Rtahardson  plays  the  much  harassed 
hem  m  a  ftOufyiUnnyievivafot  Pinero's 
tace  Cesi  includes  Graham  Crowden. 
Frank  Mxldlemass.  John  Padden 
Savoy.  The  Strarx).  WC2  (0171-836 
8888)  Mon- Sal.  7  30pm.  mats  Wed  and 
SaL  3pm  © 

□  THE  MERRY  WIVES  OF 
WINDSOR  Ian  Judge  s  pay  production, 
with  Leslie  PM14M  bong  crammed  rto 
the  Ld'jndry  basket  by  Joanna  McCalLon 
and  Susannah  York.  Edward 
Pe<herb.:dge  plays  Ford 

Barbican.  Silk  Street.  EC2  (0171-638 
8891)  Today.  2pm  and  7  15pm  In  14) 

□  SATURDAY  NIGHT  World 
prerraere  ol  Sonctieim  s  hsl  tnjsical. 
and  a  coop  lot  the  BtideweV  (The 
anginal  was  abandoned  ui  Ihe  early 
1950s  when  Ore  producer  tied  >  S3  n 


Brooklyn  n  1929.  love  v  money, 
pretence  v  reality  Mvscjnd  (yncs  by* 
Sondheen.  txxA  by  JiJius  and  Rx8P 
Epstan 

BrideewO,  Bride  Lane.  EC 4  (Ol  71-936 
3458)  Tue-SaL  7  30pm:  mats  Sat  and 
Sun.  3  30pm  Unni  January  24 

□  STEPPING  OUT  Musical  vereon  of 
Rldnrd  Harm's  ha  play  (muse  and 
lyncs  Oy  Dews  King  end  Mary  Stewart 
David)  Jufta  McKenzie  drectsLC 
Rooertson  and  her  nopoM  hooters 
AJbery.  St  Martn'a  Lane.  London  WC2 
(9171  369  17301  Mon-Sal.  8pm,  mas 
Thur  3pm  and  SaL  4pm 

B  TREASURE  ISLAND.  Tom 
Georgesrvi  snaps  tvnsati  no  the 
wooden  log  for  Neu  BartWo 
adaptation  al  Stevenson's  ctassc  tale  of 
praiea.  doubloons,  cutlasses  and  a 
tangng  tor  toasted  cheese 
Lyric,  king  aem.  W8 10181 -74 1  231 1). 
Mon-Sat,  7.30pm  (axnepf  Dec  31 . 6pm). 
mats  SaL  2.30cm  and  Dec  23.24.26  31. 
2  30pm.  mats  Dec9.1 1.16.  Jan  8,14, 

1  20pm.  Ur«l  January  17.© 

LONG  RUNNERS 

Beats  New  London  (0171-405  0072) 

.  B  Grease  Cambridge  (0171-494 
SOBO) .  B  Lee  Mlatfratatos  Palace 
(01 71  -434  09091  B  IRsa  Saigon 
DiuryUne  (0171-494  5400)  . 

■  The  Phantom  of  the  Opera  Her 
Mafesly's  (0171-494  5400) 

□  Smotcay  Jo^e  Cota:  Prmce  of  Wales 

(OI71-839S087J  OStarllgM 
Express  ApoHo  Vicuna  (0171-416 
90541  □  The  Wonwnbi  Blade 

Fortune  (0171-8362^38) 

Ticket  mkxmabon  suppled  by  Sooety 
d  London  Theatre. 


NEW  RELEASES 

A  FURTHER  GESTURE  t  T5|  Stephen 
Rea's  escaped  IRA  prisoner  hnds  he 
hard  in  Manhattan  Qoquem  human 
drama,  with  Rosaria  Pastor  end  Allied 
Mc4ma  Dire-aot.  Robert  Domhdm 
ABC  Plccaifllly  10171-437  3561) 

I  KNOW  WHAT  YOU  DID  LAST 
SUMMER  118)'  Reckless  teenagers  got 
that  comeuppance  Variable  honor  Wm 
from  the  writer  Ol  Scream  With  Jenm ter 
Love  Hewn.  Freddie  Prince  Jr  Director 
JlmCiiflespre 

Odoorw:  Kensington  (01 813154214) 
Swiss  Cottage  10181-315  42201  Plaza 
©  (0990  8889901  RtayfOl  71  -737 
2121 1  UC1  Whtteteys©  (0990  8889901 
Vlrglna:  Fulham  Rood  (01 71-370 
2636)  Trocadere©  (0181 -970  601 5) 
Warner©  10171-437  4343) 

PERSONS  UNKNOWN  110>-  Joe 
Mantegna,  kety  Lynch  and  Naomi  Watts 
bum  men  lingers  stealing  drug  money 
So-so  crime  thriter.  drecred  br  George 
Hickartooper 
Metro  (01 71 -437  0757) 

♦  TOMORROW  NEVER  DIES  (12). 
Pierce  Broaran's  Janes  Bond  combats 
an  avi  media  mogul  (Jonathan  Piycei 
Sot  p*ece  thriis.  but  unto  spartte  With 
MxheUe  reoh  and  Ten  Hatcher 
0  rector  Roger  SpoBfevtoode 
ABC  Tottenham  Court  Road  10171 
6366 148)  Barbican  ©  (01 71-638  Sa9I» 
OaphemPtoturattauea  10171-498 
3323)  Cureon  Mayfata  (0171  389  1 720) 
Greenwich  (0181-235  3005)  NotBng 
WB  Coronet  ©(0171-72?  6705) 
Odaom:  Camden  Town  (0181 -315 
4255)  Kenatogton  (0181-315  42i4| 
Letoeeter  Square  C0181 -31 5  4215) 


CINEMA  GUIDE 


Geoff  Brown’s  assess  merit  of 
Sima  In  London  and  (whore 
IncScatad  with  the  symbol  ♦ ) 
on  release  across  the  country 


Marble  Arch  (0181  315  421E)  Swiss 
Cottage  1OI81  -315  4220)  Ritzy  (01 71- 
737  21211  Screen/Befcer  Street 
(01 71  935  2772)  Vhgtoa;  ChMsea 
(0171-3525096)  Fulham  Road  10171- 
3702636) 

CURRENT 

•  COP  LAND  |15|  Lazy  shentf 
panders  what  10  do  about  corrupt  oops. 
FLwred  bit  absorbing  drama,  vath 
Sylvester  Staione.  Harvey  Keitel.  Robert 
Do  Niro  Deector.  Jamas  Mangold. 
Greenwich  (0181  235  3005)  Odeon* 
Camctan  Town  (0131-3154255) 
Kanalngten  (0181  315  4214)  Marble 
Arch  (0101-315  42 16)  Swiss  Cottage 
(0181 -31S  4220)  RKzy  (0171-73721211 
ScreerifBeJrer  Street  «H7f-935  2772) 
ScreenTGreen  (0171-226  352Q  UCi 
WhMetoys©  (0990  688090)  Vbglne: 
Cfwtoea  (Of  71-3S2  5096]  Ttocadoro 
©  (OIBl  970  601 5)  Werner  ©  (01 71 - 
437  4343) 

♦  THE  FULL  MONTY  (15) 

Unamptayed  steelworkers  smp  tor  cash 
Barney  British  earned/,  veth  Robert 
Cartyte.  Tom  WJMrrson.  Mark  Addy. 
Odeons:  Mezzanine  ©  (0181-315 
4215)  Swiss  Cottage  (0181 -315  4220) 
Piaze  ©  10990  888390)  ua 


WMtetoye  ©  10990  888990)  iftgtos: 
Chelsea  (0171  -352  5098)  Trocadero  © 
10101-970  6015] 

ONE  NIGHT  STAND  (18)'  Absorbing 
study  m  <nr«Je*ty  and  its  aftermath 
BeeSertt  pertormances  from  Wesley 
Snipes.  Neslassia  Krisfcy.  Robert 
Ocwney  Jr  and  Kyfe  MacLacMan 
Gate©  10171-7274043)  Orleon 
Camden  Town  (0181-315  4255)  Plaza 
©  (0900  888990)  RKzy  *0171  -737 
2121)  UCI  VfhRaiere  ©  (0990  688890) 
Virgin Trocadero  ©(0181  970  8015) 
Women©  (0171-437  4343| 


THE  TANGO  LESSON  IPG).  A  iton 
(hector  teams  to  tango  Brave  and 
entieng  film  by  Sally  Rotter,  who  co- 
stars  «h  Pflfcto  Veron 
Chetaea  (0171-351  3742)  Odeon 
Mezzanine©  (01B1-315  4215)  Renoir 
(0171-8378402) 

UNDER  THE  SKIN  (181:  Powerful 
edgy  Bnfrsh  Itai  teotere  axpkxipg  the 
shockwaves  ol  gnel.  With  Semanlha 
Morton  Director.  CannaACtet. 

Metre  (0171-437  OJS7) 

♦  WELCOME  TO  SARAJEVO  (15) 
Snares  British  account  ol  reporters 
covering  the  cM  war  in  1992.  based  on 
MitTtaal  Nichai  son's  aaparlgnces.  Wdh 
Srephen  CMane 

ABC  Tottenham  Court  Reed  (0171- 
636  81 48)  Warner  ©[0171-437  4343) 

WILDE  (15)'  Stephen  Fry  as  Oscar 
WOde  Bne  and  latcheig.  though  the  Mm 
k  mute  Orrad  than  you  myht  expect 
ABC*  Panton  Street  |017i-930  0631) 
Shaftesbury  Avenue  (0171-836  6279) 
Rkhmond  (0181  332  0030)  Virgin 
Fulham  Road  (0171-370  2636) 


Pretty  girl, 
likes  a 
melody 


Louise's  dive  into  an 
unknown  pop  future 
in  1995.  when  she  left 
the  Eternal  nest  to 
beat  her  own  fledgeling  wings, 
has  proved  to  be  a  blessed 
flight  to  fulfilment  Moreover, 
it  has  run  parallel  with  the 
continued  prosperity  of  her 
South  London  soulmates  with 
an  entente  so  cordiale  as  to 
teach  the  UN  a  thing  or  two. 

Such  an  ascent  has  involved 
a  marketing  tour  de  force  that 
installed  Louise  as  the  young 
British  male's  favourite  eye 
candy.  The  effect  (one  hesitates 
to  say  the  intention)  has  been 
to  divert  some  attention  from 
her  music.  Buy  the  album, 
lode  at  the  pictures  and  hey. 
you  get  a  free  record  with  it. 

But  that  undervalues  the 
360-degree  appeal  beaming 
out  from  an  eager  entertainer, 
appreciated  as  much  by  child¬ 
ren.  couples  and  mums  and 
dads  as  by  the  libidinous  lads 
who  consistently  vote  her  Top 
of  the  Totties  in  monthly 
magazines.  Pop  fluff?  Anyone 
who  thinks  so  can  put  her  two 
bestselling  solo  albums  and 
seven  consecutive  hit  singles 
in  their  pipe  and  smoke  them. 

The  next  stage  in  her 
showbiz  evolution  has  been  a 
first  UK  tour  of  our  larger 
theatres  over  the  past  month. 
Her  commercial  pull  was  fur¬ 
ther  emphasised  by  an  un- 
subtle  sponsorship  deal,  as  the 
Soft  &  Gentle  No  Sweat  show 
made  its  penultimate  smp  on 
the  South  Coast  In  the  foyer  of 
the  Brighton  Centre,  lackeys 
dispensed  promotional  deo¬ 


dorant:  fortunately,  no  one 
took  the  chance,  to  describe  the 
place  as  an  armpit  venue. 

With  anticipation  high 
among  the  six-to-sixty  audi¬ 
ence.  we  heard  an  a  cappeila 
introduction  to  In  Walked 
Love,  then  in  walked  Louise, 
lip-mike  in  place,  demure  in 
red  suit  with  tassel] ed  trou¬ 
sers.  Her  visual  presentation 
was  less  glossy  than  the  Vegas 
sensibilities  of  Eternal's  last 
concerts  in  April,  her  biggest 
prop  that  girl-next-door  smile, 
flashed  between  almost  every 
vocal  line.  Ultrabrite  or  Signal 
missed  the  sponsorship  boat 
here. 

Hi  is  such  as  Undivided 
Love  snuggled  next  to  new 
album  tracks,  including  Trust 
In  You  and  Shut  Up  &  Kiss 
Me.  in  an  assiduous  show. 
And  no  matter  how  gymnastic 
the  moves,  how  fast  the  runs 
up  die  staircase,  her  vocals 
continued  to  sound  remark¬ 
ably  like  the  recorded 
versions. 

Amid  half  a  dozen  costume 
changes,  her  growing  portfolio 
of  ssue-arvd-sure  singles  was 
fleshed  out  with  an  unsurpris¬ 
ing  disco  medley.  She  re¬ 
turned  for  a  rare  moment  of 
raunch  on  Naked,  but  another 
smile  reassured-  us  that  this 
cheeky  chappess  was  just  hav¬ 
ing  another  giggle. 


PAUL  SEXTON  The  lovely  Louise,  appreciated  equally  by  children,  mums,  dads  and  libidinous  lads 


CONCERTS:  Takemitsu  flows  too  long  in  Birmingham;  an  evening  of  parlour  songs  in  London  #j 


Defeated 
by  time 


T-i.  ioLzfc 


ITWI 


THE  best  part  of  Mark  Elder's  concen 
with  the  City  of  Birmingham  Sympho¬ 
ny  Orchestra  was  the  encore.  The 
programme  was  ill-conceived  hum  the 
start  In  spite  of  late  adjustments,  it 
remained  so  to  rhe  end. 

The  original  idea  was  to  include  both 
Takemitsu's  From  Me  Flows  What 
You  Call  Time  and  Ravel’s  Vaises 
Nobles  et  Sentimentales  in  the  first 
half  of  the  concert  and  Berlioz's 
Symphonie  Fantastique  in  the  second. 
But  that  was  reckoning  without  the 
length  of  the  Takemitsu  and  the  time 
needed  to  ser  up  and  dismantle  it  The 
only  way  was  to  get  the  five  groups  of 
exotic  percussion  instruments  in  place 
before  the  concert,  drop  the  Ravel,  and 
restore  the  orchestra  to  its  conventional 
layout  during  the  interval. 

So  the  audience  entering  Symphony 
Hail  was  greeted  by  what  looked  like 
festive  streamers  passing  from  the 
drde  over  the  stalls  to  the  front  of  the 
platform.  In  fact  they  were  representa¬ 
tive  of  the  ‘'wind  horse”  streamers 


traditionally  used  to  divine  the  direc¬ 
tion  to  be  taken  by  Tibetan  nomads.  In 
this  case,  they  were  used  by  .two  of  the 
percussionist  soloists  to  activate  wind 
chimes  hanging  at  the  front  of  the 
circle. 

From  Me  Flows  What  you  Call 
Time  was  written  for  the  hundredth 
anniversary  of  Carnegie  Hall  in  1990 
and  first  performed  there  by  Nexus 
with  the  Boston  Symphony  Orchestra. 
The  five  percussionist  members  of 
Nexus  were  on  hand  on  this  occasion 
too,  making,  their  magical  first  entry 
some  minutes  after  the.  piece:,  had 
begun  and  mingling  the  sound  of  their 
crotales  from  the  stalls  with  the 
orchestra  on  the  platform.  From  that 
point  on,  in  spite  of  a  certain  ritual 
fascination  and  some  sensitively  con¬ 
ceived  textures  and  colour  blends,  it 
was  downhill  info  incon sequentiality. 

The  performance  of  Berlioz’s 
Symphonie  Fantastique  was  a  goad 
one  by  any  standards,  each  movement 
well  shape!.  But  if  Elder  and  the 
CBSO  felt  that  they  owed  the  audience 
an  encore,  after  excluding  the  adver¬ 
tised  Ravel  item,  the  Hungarian 
March  from  The  Damnation  of  Faust 
was  not  a  good  idea.  Rather  than 
outshine  the  last  movement  of  the 
symphony  by  a  devastatingly  brilliant 
account  of  the  march,  it  would  have 
been  wiser  to  just  slip  away  with  the 
Ballet  des  Sylphes. 

Gerald  Larner 


So  sweet 
and  simple 


THE  olde  worlde  bumped  tip  against 
the  new  on  Tuesday  when<the  Ameri-* 
can  soprano  Heidi  Grant  -Mocphy 
made  her  London  recital  debut  in  a 
quaintly  old-style  programme  of  vocal 
album  leaves. 

If  someone  were  to  plan  an  evening 
of  parlour  songs  for  an  Edith  Wharton 
novel,  then  this  —  at  least  as  far  as  the 
first  half  was  concerned — would  fit  the 
bill  nicely.  Handel’s  Care  selve  was 
followed  by  a  single  song  from  Schu¬ 
mann's  Op  39  Uederkreis ;  Mendels¬ 
sohn'S  Wings  of  Song  by  Mahler's 
Lindenduft:  and  Saint-Saens  by 
Reynaldo  Hahn.  Each  song  was  deliv¬ 
ered  in  the  same  diamantine  timbre, 
coloured  by  the  same  smiling  charm. 

As  Murphys  sweet  and  pure  lyric 
soprano  sounded  Handels  angel 
trumpets,  the  gentleman  in  front  of  me 
began  to  absorb  himself  in  a  paper  on 
The  Implications  of  the  Copemican 
principle  for  our  future  prospects.  By 
the  time  the  scent  of  linden-blossom 
had  hung  heavy  over  every  lingering 


note  of  Mahler's  Ich  at  met  einen 
linden  Dufi .  and  intonation  had 
wavered  as  vibrato  increased.  I  found 
myself  envying  him  his  distraction. 
But  such  an  aberrant  thought  was 
soon  to  be  corrected  by  a  totally 
spontaneous  cry  from  die  front  stalls  of 
••  “Beautiful!  beautiful!”  after  Richard 
Strauss's  Wasserrvse. 

And  Murphy'S  voice  is  beautiful 
indeed.  Its  tendencies  to  the  soubrette 
and  the  coloratura  in  matters  of 
‘  character  and  agility  suited  it  well  for 
>  the  rippling^ brooks,  dreaming  nightin- 
•  j.^gales  and  fragrant  roses  of -Strauss's 
Stdndchen.  And  three  songs  by  Fer¬ 
nando  Obradors  confirmed  the  sopra¬ 
no’s  ease  in  European  languages.  But 
■  her  penetration  of  their  differing 
musical  idioms  is  as  yet  superficial, 
as  is  her  husband  Kevin  Murphy’s 
grasp  of  their  respective  pianistit 
styles.  <4 

For  Samuel  Barber  and  Aarotpi 
Copland  the  Murphys  found  a  disarm¬ 
ing  simplicity-  St  Ita’s  Vision  from  the 
Hermit  Songs  was.  alas,  the  only 
Barber  offering  in  an  evening  short 
enough  to  accommodate  more.  An 
even  greater  simplicity  would  have 
made  Copland's  Long  time  ago  and 
The  little  horses  even  more  affective: 
Murphy's  considerable  personal 
charm  needs  neither  strenuous  physi¬ 
cal  semaphore  nor  oversentimental 
rubato  to  send  it  winging  on  its  way. 

Hilary  FInch 


OPERA  &  BALLET 


COUSEUM  0171 632  B3D0p4ti) 
ENGLISH  NATIONAL  BALLET 
Derek  Deane's  New  Produoan 

THE  NUTCRACKER 

Man-Set  730pm.  Sal  M* 
23QpmTteFn]niC7-S0 


THE  ROYAL  BALLET 

Bo*  Office  01 71 3M  4000 

si  the  Royal  Festival  Han 

Bok  Office  01 71 96042*2. 
TkHse  staoantaUe  tan 
r*3®(rTtas»on017l  9574021. 

Tua700(FkaMgrt 

LB  PA7MEUHS/  TALES OF 
BEATRIX  PUlIkH 


COMEDY 


LONDON  ARBM  DOCKLANDS 

0171 538 1212  ec 
(Z«K)  420 1212/344  4444 

EDDIE  EZARD 

UVEA  ON  SCREEN 

ONE  NIGHT  ONLY 
_ 0ecantag2l  _ 


THEATRES 


AD6LPHI 

ec  241*3  pibkfl  tee)  344  0055 
"A  stmt  id  <8*  toT  tdegrert) 
'Dripping  wflhatyW  Express 

CHICAGO 

THE  MUSICAL 

RtfTHIE  UTE 

HENSHAU.  LEMPER 

HENRY GOOOUAN 
MOB.  PLANS) 

Mon-Sat  5.  Wed  &S&  Mats  2  30 
Bara  Mats  on  22. 23. 26  Dec 
_ No  peris  g<as  Dec 


CRACKING 
night  octi 

\#£,SV 


fniHXiBKraH'  uo 

PEACOCK  THEATRE 

BOX  OFFICE  0177314*8800 


THEATRES 


ALBERY  369 173V344  4444 
“You1*  tie  dancing  on  rt"  DM 

STEPPING  OUT 

THE  MEW  MUSICAL 
Tapptaga  rtft  win  ol  JoyTmes 
ITS  THE  FULL  MONTY  WTTH 
TAPPERS-GLmBTWG'DMr 
‘JUST  WONDERFUL1  rtX.Tr*> 
Ewes  4*n  Mats  T)u  3pni  Sal  4f*n 
Special  JOnas  MattnM*  Ttaw  23, 
Ylfad24.Tue300ec.Frf2  Jan 


ALDWYCH  0171 4166003 
cc  344  4444 

■DomaJwf  Dench  la  Hunptarf 
to  David  Han*i  maalerpiaM' 

D.Uaf 

AMTS  VIEW 

Dracffld  bv  RICHARD  EYRE 
Pigg  5  Jan.  Poena  14  Jan 


ALDWYCH  0171 A 1BSQW 
4200000  (ZftnAn  fee) 

THE  BOYS 

IN  THE  BAND 
ajiMwrcfWWB' 
Moat  End  S«1 20th  Dec! 
Evea  8pm.  Mats  Thx& Sal  3nm 


APOLLO  34tr  cc  017)  4945070 
CC0J71 3444444  jttotee) 
QpsOm  4945454 
BEN  ELTON’S 

POPCORN 


cmnedy_f  recommend  Ri 
mlMr  John  fetere  &nTnias 
“  flio  West  End  DM  tomd  Be 
roatdantPtoywrfguriOS 
Mon-Sat  MCpm 
MfrVftriaOfcroSaJOQpm 


APOLLO  LABATTS  Hammaremlh 
0171 419  6022  CC 01 71 40) 0000 
344  4444 

LAST  CHANCE  TOSS 

MTODANCE 
THBCSfTUmr 
LAST  4  WEBS.  MUST  B0 10  JAN 
Mort&ti  &  Wad  &  Sal  MMs2» 
EsSi  Men  22, 
Tue23DecZ3Qpm 


APOLLO  VICTORIA  cc  01 71 416 
6055  cc2#T3  0171 3444444M71 
4200000  Spa  410  60734133321 

AmfrmUoydWMbs'a 

STARLIGHT  EXPRESS 

THE  FASTEST 
SHOW  ON  EARTH 
WfefeiidtoiM  1946  da* 
Tubs  Sat  3pm  Watt  tom  P250 


A  VICTORIAN  CHRISTMAS 
‘The  nearest  ttng  to  Xmas  et 
Dingifrf  OeT  Oty  ExpcBert  Pa*>  n 
London:  BBC  Ratio  2  Pta^ert 
ThaaiB  WC2  ■BABES  Bi  THE 
WOOD*  MATS' Boong  Day  &  Sun 
3pm.  Evca  8.15pm  EM36  Fffi  8TH 
tin*.  To.  Dhns .  Stffipar  aaS 
CMden  £550.  B<Q  0171  839  1134 


CAMBRIDGE  494  S0BQW660B0 
344  4444/420  0000  (+  bkgfee) 
Groups  494  5454 
416  6075/413  33m»  5588 

G2SASE 

NOW  MRS 
5TH  FANTASTIC  YEAM 
LUKE  GOBS nDmoyimdt 2* 
•tan;  IAN  KELSEY  From  28  Jon 
“A  Horater  DMtacr 
MovSei  730pm.  Wad  &  Sat  into  3pm 
BOOKING  TO  THE  MIU-BMUH 
24  Obc  Mai  or#,  no  perf  25  Dec. 
2B/27  Decre3&  730 


To  advertise 
in 

ENTERTAINMENTS 
Tel:  0171  6806222 
or  fax:  0171  481  9313 


COMEDY  THEATRE  3S9 1731 
CC  01 71 3*4  4444 
■EDWARD  FOOCaMacmfia 
tow  de  fare*' ESuL 
■CLARE  HIGGINS  wceM’  FT 
taHuBhWteniorE's 

A  LETTER  OF 

RESIGNATION 
ttoe  at  the  most  Berate  aid 
powerful  pftm  to  8w  Wetf  EmC 

Tana  Out 
MrevSel  Engs  7.45 
Mas  Vfed  3 00.  Sa&  4  00 


CRTTBUONaGB  1737/3444444 
3RD  ffflLAftOUS  YEAR 

THE  REDUCED 

SHAKESPEARE  COMPANY 

THE  COMPLETE  WORKS 

OF  WILLIAM 

SHAKESPEARE  (abridged) 
Al  37  flays  h  97  Mate 
"HMauf  Tines 
•*Gp  NowT  Strttar  Tnes 
Mttnwre3,srere5 
SuiN^BnsffiSpm 
THE  COMPLETE  ffiSTOTY  OF 
AMERICA  (toridgmQ 
_ Tuflsdayaapm 


DO80M0N  0171 G56 18850990 
200020/09902040200171 4200000 
{t*a  feel  aps  0171 416  60960171 
312 1997/0600614903 
DONETS 

BEAUTY  AND  IHE  BEAST 

THE  NEWWT  MUSICAL 
“AN  EHCHANTTMG  EVBOKS- 
raR»e.Y  GLOBOOS"  D.Tffi 
“A  FEAST  OF  GOOD  FWTOAtaS 
Near  Group  Raton  New  BooHng 
MorvSre  730.  Wfed&sa  Mata  Z30 


DONMAR  WARSIOUSeaGS  1732 

THEFRONTPA© 

Man-Sal  7J0.Vtod& Sat  MatsS 
Ud  Season- 28  Feb 
frto  part?  ^nasEvg&Xggs  Day 


DRURY LANETHEATRE  ROYAL 
SS  CC  (Bfcg  WJ  Z4»Y  7  dars  0171 494 
5000344  4444/43J  0QXJ  Ops  *94 
5454/4133311/3128000 

AOSS  SAIGON 

“THE  CLASSIC  LOVE  STORY 
OF  OUR  THE' 
NQWWTTS 

OTH  BREATHTAIWG  YEAR1 
Evas  7  45  Mare  wed  4  Sa  3pm 

Good  seres  evafl  for  Wed  Mat 
4  'some  perfa  -  apply  B.O. 
BfoaMMe  22^29  Dec 
Nooerta2*42SDec 


DUCHESS  BQCC  24  tea  01 71 494 
SD75 494  5388/344  4444  {EtSOV 
d»0)  Grps(B+K)171 434  5464 

SCBS08  HAPPY 

■Shrieks  o4  tarogtatar'  S-Tmes 
'raere  red  benfogs  than  a  ScnM 
Trtwto*  The&jreffirei 
Mcn-FnBpm.Sa53P&830pn, 
Mare  MW  2  30pm.  Ms  toffl  £757 
Now  BoofctagUna  April  WB 


FORTUNE  BO  SCC  01 71 836 
2238/3128033/49*5388 
NOW  M  ITS  3th  HTT  YEAR 
ROBS7T  DAVID 

P&SGSI  PUUAN 

Sunlffi 

THE  WOMAN  IN  BLACK 
AdaffodtirSfertieflMManD 
Hio  meet  thriOng  and  cMHIng 
pby  for  years"  QLfei 
fcfcn-Sream 
Mia  Tuaa  3pm  Sat  4pro 
BunrdHflthneahra 


GARRKK  01 71 4945065/312 1990/ 
494  5388  too  bkgta* 

OaJpS  0171 4845454 

Wtoner  ol  19  Mafor  Awarts 
The  RoyM  NaflcnM  Tbaafra 


nPMUlER 
AUSONRSXE  JOHNBARDOH 
JBPoesBey's 

AN  INSPECTOR  CALLS 

"ThratoB-Mare  be  eeeo"  D  MM 
"Two  hours  enthmOng,  vfeoaDy 
atamolng  t kwa*  Dial 
Morvfn  7.45.  S*  5006  MS. 
me  mat  230 


taaGUD  484  5065  (No  Wo  toe) 
Ews  7.45  Mat  7hr3Sat4 
THE  PETER  HALL  CCMBW 
MARTIN  SHAW  "A  Joy  NT  Post 
KreeOtfera  anon  Ward 

MfcTaei  Denecn  DUcfeGi^ 

MadMafee  Potter  WctaB  (tested 

OSCAR  wanes  oAsaccoiEjy 

AN  IDEAL  HUSBAND 

"GREAT  MB  GLORIOUS"  STtas 
Special  XaasMeUaeee 
Ttm  X  Doc  *FH  2  Jm 


HAYMARKET 

SSO  8800944  *44*  (Ufl  fee) 

MAGGIE  ELEEN 

88RTH  ATKINS 

JOPMStANDMG 
riHJWAfiBSAUBffi’S 

A  DKUCATE  BALANCE 
eth  SIAN  THOMAS 
4JUSSLAUW9CON 
AWET1ECROSBIE 
dractad  tf/  ANTHONY  PAGE 
Eves  8pm  Wad  8  Sft  note  3pm 
H8  do  parts  22-Z7  Dec  & 
no  Mon  parti  26  Pac- 21  ftp 


HAWRKET 0171 6308800 

CC  0171  344  4444 

H)NA  THE  SPECTACLE 

AnlconMtant 
_ fromSAcrt 


tERIIAJESTYS2«V  494  $400 
jtfrq  tee)  CC 344  4444*4200000  (fee) 
©PS  494  5454/413331 1«6  5588 
ANDREW  LLOYD  WEBBER’S 
AWARD  WmNMB  MU9CAL 

THE  PHANTOM  OF 
THE  OPERA 

Drectedty  HAROLD  PrWCE 

NOW  BKG  TO  HAY  96 
E«es  7.45  Mis  Wed  &Sreaoa 
ApiWtoBai OSes dfey  tar  resns 
Extra  Mrts22A260ee. 

No  parts  24  625  POD 


LOMION  PALLADIUM  BQ/0C 
0171 49450200444444 
(Cl  N  sew  dtf  4200003 
Ope 0171  4645480(3128000 
Mi  DALE  RETWWS  AS  FAGM 

OLIVER! 

3RD  RRBNSSSBLE  YEAR 
UONEL  BARTS  MASTERPIECE 
YOU  CAN’T  ASK  FOR  MOW 
STtoea 

Ewe  720  Mats  Wted& Sal  230 

Some  good  seats  aval  now 
for  weetalsy  parts 
FINAL  PERF  21  FB  *66 
Extra  Mata  22£3£6  Dee 
No  parts  2<  A  25  Dec 


LONDON  PALLAOUMOm  494 
5030044  4444  PD  fee)  Qrps  0171 

4945454/4133321 

SATDHDAY  NIGHT  FEVER 

Prevs  21  Apr.  Opens  S  Mar 


LYCEUM  ec 0171 6581806 
0990500 8004200000344  44446*g 
M  Ops  418  0078 
TIM  RtCEA 

AHDfEW  LLOYD  WEBBOTS 

JESUS  CUBIST 
SUPEBSTAR 

"Sands  ahhrers  metng  doan  ihe 
spln*r  D.Trfegraph 
Eves  7.45.  Msb  Wed &Sre  3 
tno  Up  fee  ter  perecna)  caters  re  ffle 
Lyoaunlwallos  i0am-8pn|. 

£15  Odrere  to  ffiuterts  sal  Mon-TTu 
ntoakabbinaifnnos. 

Hoar  boaldng  to  ttardi  1998 
Some  seats  gala  door  Mon -to 


LYRIC 0171 494  StKS  04Y  &  OC  Bhg 
tee*Q«  4444  tee) 
Gia«e 01 71494564 
BoiBtahrereapareeCasprey 
ANTONY  SHSI  In 

CYRANO 
DE  BERGERAC 

the  Cynro  d  toe  decade'  FT 
Eres47.3Cton 
Mate  Wed  &  Sa  NMOnm 


NATIONAL  THEATRE  BO  BfTT 
S25  22Sfc  Ops  0171  620  0741: 
24te  cc  bkg  tee  0171  420  0006 
OUVBT  Toni  Tenor  7.15  AN 

enbiy  of  the  peopi£  0/ 
Haiac  tasen  In  a  new  vosten  by 
Cfrndophei  Harpm 
C0TTESL06  Toni  700 
CFTHELLO  by  Mfem 

SttoespeaiE.  Tow  733 

MUTABtimE  a  new  pfey  by  Fra* 
UcGumasa  _ 


NEW  LOWON  Dray  Lane  WC2  B0 
0171 405  0072  CC  0171 4044079 
24hr  0171 344  4444MSQ  0000 
Grps  0171 413 331 W4365588 
TIC  ANDREW  UITIDWQEBy 
TSaJOTBlieWAIICNAL 
AWSWD4MMNGMU9CAL 

CATS 

Eras  7.45  Mate  Tue  &  Sat  3  00 
Bars  open  re  645 

LBtfTH)  NTC  OF  SEATS  AVAIL 
DAILY  FROM  BOX  C^RCE. 
Extra  Mute  27^26  Pec 
No  parts  24  &  25  Dec 


OLD  VIC  01T1 9287616 
tore  C8B  0171 420  0000  CC 344  4444 
The  return  at  fiie  osritt  aresrtf- 
■Inning  totemrtlonal  sensaSoa 

SLAVA’S  SNOWSHOff 

UNTB.S  JAN  OM.Y 
“UsglcaL  guprenfoedto  make 
eeaatbegfcan  thaw  Into 
happlnees"  Cbsemr 
Tamer  745praSre44  745 
CatBOtopartachedrea 


PHOEWCBCKJC0171 389 1733 
5444444/4200000  (fee) 

BEST  MUSICAL 

Ovtai/DrarnaAmrds 
flays  4  Ptewreflwr  Nawelo  Awredt 
WU.YRUSSEU.’S 

HL00DBR0TQERS 

-Brtoge  toe  eufteoca  tots  foot, 
■ad  ramtog  Its  approver  DMre 
Ewa  745  Mfeb  Thus  3pm  Set  4pm 
Special  Xmas  Ms&noee  Toe*  23, 
Wed24.TPe30Dec.RI2  Jen 


MCCADBiYOITI  389173410171 
34444440171 4200000  (2«VS) 

ADvamiResMMonoN 

PtClUREte 

CINDERELLA 

‘Startling  bits  dramatic 
ManN^l.  0UISTANDB4G”  E  SRl 
WonSai  730  w«i& sat  Mreaaao 

CaraigHoiineOin  43*0104 
“SEASON  EXTENDED* 
•TCKErB  AVAIL  NOW 
FDBALLPfflFS* 

•MUST  B0 14  FEB* 

Bea  Mata  2329  Dec 
Mat  aYr  24  Ofe  no  perf  25  Dec 
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PLAYHOUSE  01 71 839 4401 
CC 316  4747 
"OidrageDUBiy  Enfc^aUe”  Tries 

HRH 

AcomedybySiooMwn 
AHAMOA  CORIN 

DONOHOE  RHJGRAVE 

"SUPBW.Y  ACTHT  D.Tal 
Dtocted  by  SMON  CALLOW 
Bras  6pm.  Mate  Tta  5  Sat  3{pm. 
Murt  end  20  December 


PRINCE  EDWARD  0171 4475400 
tore  c»«0  0100  CC  344  4444 
Groups  420  (BOO 
LAST  3  MONTHS  TO  SEE 
BOUBUL&SCH0NBERGW 
“MUSICAL  MASTBtPIECE" 
to  Her  T* 

MARTIN  GUERRE 
BEST  NEW  MUSICAL 

LAURENCE  OLIVER  AWARDS 
MUST  CLOSE  28  F3 
MonGre  7.45  MeteThi  &  Sat  3:00 
Extra  Met  28  Due. 
Noperb24*2gDeo 


PRINCE  OF  WALES 0171 8395987 
toe)  Cal  420  0000  CC 344  4444 
GRAIHIY  AWARD  WffMMG 
MUSICAL 

“Hot  from  Broedsrey.  Enough 
energy  to  eloctrtlys  cfty.“  D  Into! 

SMOKBYJO?SCA?6 
THE  SONGS  OF  LEBER  &  STDUBT 
Mon-TTv  8pm,  Fri  5.458  030.  Sar 
%m&6pm 

NOWBOOKWGTOSST1B98 
Xmas  Mon,  Tn.  9st  3  &  8 

WSABkaaO 


QUBatSBQteOin  *945040 
CC344  4444.  Grps  494  5454/5806783 

BUGSY  MALONE 
THE  MESSIEST  SHOW 
IN  TOWN 

TueSffl  7J0  Mats  TueWsdASa  230 
EXTBCED1 WBKT017JAM 


ROYAL  SHAKBPEARE 
COMPANY 

STRATFORD  01789  29562310541 

541051  RSTiToday  130  6  730 

MERCHANT  QF  VENICE 
SWANROIEO  fc  JULIET  Todta 
130  &  730  TOR  ROeSTTO 
ZUCCO  Tom  730 
U3ND0N0171 6388891  Todwzai 
«  7.15  Bntjfcan:  IfimYWIVES 
OF  WWOSOR  Rt  UTTlf 
EYOLF 


ROYAL  SHAKESPEARE 
COMPANY 
STRATFORD  01789  295823(0541 
541051  Tort  730  Tomer  130-  & 
730  RSLMBiCttANT  OF 
VENICE  SWAN:  BARTHOLO¬ 
MEW  FAIR  TOPflOQDNWHT 
CMLDR&I  EVERYWHERE 
LONDON  0171 838  6881  Tom  7.16. 

Tomor  2.00  &  7.15  Babican: 
HAWJET  PICTHE  SPANISH 
TRAGHTY 


SecBerfeWeBs  M  toe  Peacock 
HlBSlni  {0171)3148800 

WALLACE  A  ffiOMTT 

AUVE  ON  STAGE 
•BRKUAMT  Good  Skit 
Uni  10  Jan  730pm.  Mate  3nm 


-  SAVOY BOfCC 0171 6388886 
cc  420  0000 
IAN  RICHARDSON 
“TOUR  Ot?  FARCE"  D.Tel 
GRAHAM  CROmjBi 
-EXPLOSWaY  IU«r  Now 

THE  MAGISTRAL 

byAitourWEngPtasro 

Ma>S»730Mafc  Wed  &  Sat  330 
LBMTH)  SEASON 


ST  MARTire  0171 8381443 
&ra8.T0BZ451S«5&8  ' 

ZB  Dec  5  JL  8  (No  pafe  24 Dec) 

AGATHA  CHRDSnE’S 
THBMOIBHHAP 
46&  YEAR 


STHAMD  THEATRE  B«  OB  &  cc 
(no  tee) 0171 8808600 
CC  Mg  fee}  0171 344  44*4420 CCOO 
GntoKOIT)  4133321/D171 4365EB8 

•BUDDY* 

The  Baddy  Holly  Stew 
“BRUJAHTSm 

‘BUDDY* 

‘WteTOtfUL  STUFF- SuiTBl 

Tues-1hus8i)Fri530S630 

)*!,  h  Price 
ALL  SEATS  l/2P«CEHS530PaF 
WiWOCKQUTYBW 
_-Nwbtetota'BftBW2000. 


VAIHJEWLLEUVB  0t7l  6368387 
CC0171 3444444  Groups  5606783 

JULIAN  CLARY 

INtl  3  JANUARY  ONLY 

*ssS& 

_  WggttM 


Vldartl  PSfoce  0171 834 1317. 42Q 
0000, 344  4444.  Amsaig  (pupates: 
420  020a  413  3321 
SPECIAL  HOUE1AY  1 
AID  CHRISTMAS  SEASON) 
FAME 

“Aim-OOOOTIMffHP 

Mai  on  Sunday 

RAKE 

Tha  Musical , 

"HREATHTARNa"  tofependerl 
Mon-Thu  730.  Fit 5306 IL3U 
SM34  730 

ALL  SEATS  W  PRICE  FBI  SJ0 


“FOR  A  L9BTH)  SEASON 
UNTIL  JAN  rr 


WHna«LL0171 3391735 
Mon-Du  aoa  Rtsre  7.80  &  930 . 
XWCnsWELLin 

THE  SLOW  DRAG 

90  cool  mtoates  of  HGTT  leez 
WESTMU8ICAL  M  THE  WEST- 
.  _  BBYNedStanin  __ 


WLTOirS  MUSIC  HALL 
eft  crere  SL  El.  BO  0171 928232 
FIONA  SHAW 
T-Sfijars  M 

WEWAS7ELAND  w 

□febyDOORAHWAnSI  . 
Dec  14-221  Dec  27 -vfen  11 
37  mrttesre  7306  645  pm 
Sun  paite  631  Dec  at'56  7pm  _ 


WYNOHAMS389 1730/3444444 
WEST  COMEDY 
BejtaafedA—dl 
BEST  COMHJY 
-LmnaceOMarAMenie 

“ART” 

'  -  -  MALCOLM  ST0HRY 

WGB.  HAVERS 
RON  COOK 
ArwpfeyLyYamtoaftea 
TtoBtyChrrtcpharHsritalBn 
amea.  Meta  Wed  S,  SMB  torn* 
»IM8P8rfe24PBca2SP9CS68_ 
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£jgwis  Birmingham  Repertory  Theatre  planning  to  spend  its  £5.7  million  of  lottery  funding?  June  Ducas  talks 


to  the  artistic  director 


iiiiliEiiiira 


"m-  "V  regional  the- 

M  A  /  atrcs  “  the 
i  V  V  slough  of  de- 
*  spend  —  some 
toing  dark,  others  scrimping 
pd  saving  to  prevent  a  final 
curtain  call  —  it  is  glad  news 
tat  the  Birmingham  Reper- 
ory  Theatre  has  been  award- 
d  a  £5.7  million  stabilisation 
[rant  from  the  Arts  Council 
□ttery  fund.  Wiping  out  the 
heatre’s  £2  million  defidt;  the 
Hie-off  sum  of  money  will  be 
wid  over  three  years,  more 
han  doubling  die  annual 
ubsidy.  It  will  give  the  com¬ 
pany  breathing  space  to  initi¬ 
ate  ambitious  new  plans 
timed  at  keeping  it  _L^__ 
put  of  the  red 

[hereafter.  £  T 

J  In  September  of 
last  year,  in  a  radi- 
pi  move  to  assist 
arts  organisations 
before  they  bleed  to 
peath  from  lack  of 
|)ay-io-day  cash.  Vi 

Ee  Arts  Council  i 

unched  a  pilot  prOUl 

abilisarjon  . 

theme.  For  the  C3.C11 

irst  time  £17  mil-  ' 

am  of  lottery 
noney  would  be  spent  on 
lengthening  artistic  endeav¬ 
or.  instead  of  on  a  plethora  of 
ippital  projects.  Early  this 
par.  15  out  of  129  applicants 
tere  selected.  Assigning  ex¬ 
pert  advisers  to  help  to  pre- 

E;  individual  strategies,  the 
Council  announced  the 
rds  this  autumn,  with 
Birmingham  Rep  taking  the 
[on’s  share. 

i  Previously,  the  council's  pol- 
cy  (or  non-policy,  depending 
in  your  stance)  of  cutbacks 
icross  the  board  meant  equal 
falsery  for  all  —  but  no 
iolutions.  Apart  from  putting 
aumerous  companies  in  jeop¬ 
ardy.,  if  diminished  the  quality 
af  work. 

|  “The  grant  liberates  our 
artistic  ends,"  says  Bill  Alex¬ 
ander.  the  company’s  artistic 
airector  for  nearly  five  years. 
[In  the  pasT.  to  balance  the 
jiudget.  we  have  had  to  alter- 
late  large-scale  works  with 
wo  or  three-handers  that  are 
nappropriate  for  the  size  of 
iur  stage.  Now  I  can  plan  a 


under 

with 

money 


mmim 


V/t  tjhxhii: 


Clean 
plana 
series  of  six 
q>ic  - 
productions 
each  year  5 


series  of  six  epic  productions 
each  year.  In  baseball  terms, 
we  may  play  fewer  games,  bur 
the  strike  rate  will  be  better." 

Better  not  least  because  the 
productions  will  have  an  ex¬ 
tended  life  —  a  stimulating 
factor  for  the  actors,  directors 
and  set  designers  who  invest 
so  much  creative  energy  and 
emotions  in  them.  “Until  now. 
after  a  mere  six-week  run  the 
show  was  thrown  into  a  skip." 
says  Alexander.  At  the  Royal 
Shakespeare  Company,  where 
he  was  an  associate  director 
for  14  years,  it  would  have 
remained  in  the  repertoire  for 
several  years.  From  next  Sep- 

_  tember.  when  the 

stabilisation  pro- 
an  gramme  gets  off 


fzM 


nfi*.  •  Vr 


irt 


ffr'ihv  v>‘" 


r.C  iv. 

5. YTa- 


tsiSfrtE*- --  <i 


gramme  gets  off 
me  ground,  the 


q  company’s  produc¬ 
tions  will  tour  at 
nf  civ  home  and  abroad 
—  thus  earning  ad- 
:r  ditional  income. 

What  impressed 
>+jr*nc  ^  Arts  Council 
-.LUJiia  about  Birming- 

9-  ham's  bid  for  cash 
was  its  concern  for 
artists,  tomorrow’s 
"  audiences,  and 

new  writing.  “Actors,  as  Peter 
Hall  has  said,  have  been 
subsidising  the  theatre  for 
years,"  Alexander  says.  “We 
intend  to  pay  them  better. 
After  all,  we  are  asking  people 
like  Antuny  Sher  and  Simon 
Callow  to  leave  their  homes, 
go  on  the  road  and  live  in  digs. 
However,  if  our  work  is 
unique  we  will  be  offering 
them  marvellous  artistic 
opportunities." 

Part  of  die  company's  ad¬ 
venturous  game  plan  is  to 
reinvjgorate  the.  repenoire. 
“We  can't  go  on  doing  Wilde. 
Shaw  and  Priestley  till  the 
cows- come  home."  Alexander 
says.  "There  is-a  limit  to  how 
thrilling  the  umpteenth  pro¬ 
duction  of  The  Winslow  Bay 
can  be.  Even  John  Godber, 
Willie  Russell  and  Ayckbourn 
are  becoming  stale.  The  trou¬ 
ble  is  that  contemporary  dra¬ 
matists  have  been  stifled  — 
forced  to  keep  down  the  num¬ 
ber  of  roles  in  their  plays." 
Consequently,  few  dare  tackle 
a  scene  that  involves  more 


>  ::  .Jr*. 

*■'  •'  i.y-*  v  V  — ~  ~  ,  ;i.;~ — !__l. 

Weather  forecast  Bill  Alexander  and  his 


snowman  friend  contemplate  a  sunny  future  at  Birmingham  Rep.  including  £1  million  to  spend  on  commissioning  new  work 


than  two  characters  speaking 
to  each  other. 

Reserving  £1  million  specifi¬ 
cally  for  commissioning  new 
work,  the  company  can  bring 
about  a  sea  change.  “We  want 
to  challenge  writers  to  test 
themselves  against  our  great 
dead  playwrights,  who  were 
adept  at  juggling  five  or  six 
characters  on  stage  at  once." 

Aside  from  the  900-seal 
main  house,  the  Rep’s  intimate 
studio  space  wilt  concentrate 
on  fostering  burgeoning 
young  talent  whose  writing 
touches  the  up-and-coming 
generation.  Over  two  seasons, 
ten  new  plays  will  be  pre¬ 
miered.  chosen  on  merit  alone. 
A  permanent  group  of  eight 
actors  will  play  them  in  reper¬ 
tory,  taking  a  couple  out  to  the 
local  community.  "Nothing 
quickens  tile  learning  process 


for  a  dramatist  like  having 
work  put  on."  says  Alexander. 
“If  we  are  to  boost  dwindling 
audiences,  we  must  offer  a 
theatrical  experience  beyond 
compare." 

Certainly,  he  has  had  tre¬ 
mendous  success  at  Birming¬ 
ham.  which  is  why  he  is 
loyally  supported  by  the  local 
authority  and  the  West  Mid¬ 
land  Arts  Board.  National 
critics  have  praised  his  direc¬ 
tion  of  Harold  Pinter’s  Old 
Times .  with  Tim  Pigott-Smith. 
and  productions  of  the  Bard 
including  The  Merchant  of 
Venice  and  The  Tempest.  Last 
summer.  Janet  Suzman's  su¬ 
perb  version  of  The  Cherry 
Orchard  received  urnold  plau¬ 
dits.  A  joint  production  with 
Johannesburg's  Market  The¬ 
atre.  it  was  the  start  of  cross- 
cultural  exchanges.  And  those 


who  missed  the  Rep’s  magical 
1993  rendering  of  The  Snow¬ 
man  based  on  Raymond 
Briggs’s  modem  fairytale, 
with' a  lengthened  score  by 
Howard  Blake,  should  imm¬ 
ediately  besiege  the  box  office 
—  it  is  on  until  the  end  of 
January . 

Apart  from  highly  regarded 
classics.  Alexander  envisages 
varying  the  bill  with  what  he 
calls  "discovery"  plays  —  very 
fine  dramas  that  are  seldom 
performed.  For  ages,  he  has 
wanted  to  present  Thomas 
Dekker’s  masterpiece.  The 
Shoemaker's  Holiday,  and  an 
adaptation  by  Peter  Whelan 
(with  whom  he  has  a  dose 
relationship)  of  Disraeli's  nov¬ 
el  Two  Nations.  Both  demand 
huge  casts  and-  extravagant 
sets. 

If  the  Rep's  prospectus  flour¬ 


ishes.  it  could  become  the 
blueprint  for  the  future  dev¬ 
elopment  of  British  theatre. 
Effectively,  it  is  becoming  our 
third  flagship  company  after 
the  National  and  the  currendy 
beleaguered  RSC  —  although 
Alexander  insists  that  the  com¬ 
pany  has  its  own  identity  and 
vision. 

Nevertheless,  on  his  ap¬ 
pointment,  his  mission  was 
dear:  to  raise  the  profile  of  the 
Brummie  theatre.  The  ques¬ 
tion  was.  could  he  give  it 
national  status  as  Sir  Simon 
Rattle  had  done  for  the  City  of 
Birmingham  Symphony  Or¬ 
chestra.  and  Peter  Wright  for 
the  Birmingham  Ren  al  Ballet? 
This  is  his  last  chance  to  prove 
that  he  can. 

•  The  Snowman  is  at  the 
Birmingham  Repcnonr  Theatre 
<012 1-2.*  4455)  until  Jan  24 


NEW  CLASSICAL  CDS;  Brits  on 
Broadway,  spice  for  Christmas 
and  scintillating  Prokofiev 


Bizarre  — but  1  Hooked  on  Never-say-die-Land 

splflnm  hnnn  j?  A  ^^toperer^rootSg^kis 

jV/Iviv/lll  k/V/A  ±  V “never  more  sinister  than  when  he 

_ is  most  polite,  and  the  elegance  of  his 


e  somewhat  chaotic 
utograph  of  Donizetti’s 
lisabetia  was  un- 
piecemeal  from  the 
of  Cavern  Garden  ten 
ago,  and  the  Royal 
gave  the  work  its 
e  in  concert  form  on 
f,  a  nice  salute  to  the 
er  in  his  bicentenary 

-runately,  not  even  the 
eterminedly  romantic 
st  could  hail  it  as  a 
t  masterpiece.  It  is 
eresting,  in  its  prove- 
apart  from  anything 
i  that's  about  it. 
rted  out  as  an  eariy 
emiseria  (1SZ7)  in  Na¬ 
der  the  impenetrable 
Otto  mesi  in  due  ore 
Months  in  Two 
I.  It  was  often  revised 
s  often  performed  in 
:  the  rime;  Donizetti 
it  into  an  Optra  co¬ 
ot  Paris  in  the  1830s, 
t  failed  to  reach  the 
ie  theatre  went  bank- 
nd  then  brought  it  to 
and  combined  the  two 
in  Italian,  for  Her 
•s;  once  more.  «  failed 
i  the  stage  (one  reason 
ar  the  theatre  burnt 
and  ended  up  in  the 
eel  cellars. 

tint  is  almost  as  pica- 
The  resourceful  hero- 
her,  falsely  accused  of 
misdemeanour,  has 
died  to  Siberia.  She 

to  walk  to  Moscow  (or 

sburg.  take  your  pick 

*  rext)  to  clear  his  name 
t)  and  succeeds  (tmra 

•  second  act  is  crowded 
rent  she  encounters 
false  accuser,  who  out 

has  become  a  ferry- 
the  River  Kama,  then 
of  Tartars  who  tftreat- 

uccessfully).  her  hon- 
re  is  a  hurricane, 
ursts  its  banks  tite 
directions  announce 
and  Elisabetta  ts 
f  floating  downstream 
1  false  accuser's  dead 

rs  coffin-  The  Royal 


OPERA 


Opera  must  be  very  glad  that 
it  wasn’t  having  to  stage  all 
this. 

There  is  an  unfinished  feel 
to  the  score  as  performed:  had 
Donizetti  seen  it  into  the 
theatre,  he  would  doubtless 
have  revised  and  filled  out 
some  of  the  bald  recitative, 
tightened  one  or  two  passages 
and  turned  some  comers  more 
gracefully,  but  the  editorial 
team  has  rightly  given  it  to  us 
as  the  composer  left  it.  As 
always  with  Donizetti,  even 
routine  passages  are  suddenly 
illuminated  with  a  touch  of 
instrumental  colour  or  a  star¬ 
tling  harmonic  progression 
that  really  make  you  sit  up: 
Elisabetta  is  bizarre,  but  sel¬ 
dom  boring.  The  intervention 
of  the  horde  -  “A  rollicking 
band  of  Tartars  we"  would  be 
W.S.  Gilbert’s  version  —  is 
great  fun. 

Gario  Rizzi,  a  renowned 
Donizettian.  conducted 
with  innate  sympathy, 
and  the  good,  solid  cast  gave 
their  all  —  as  listeners  to  next 
Monday's  broadcast  will  hear. 
The  needle-fine  Andrea  Rost 
negotiated  Elisabetta’s  colora¬ 
tura  with  aplomb  (she  has  a 
merty  waltz  finale)  and 
Alastair  Miles  brought  great 
distinction  to  the  false  accus¬ 
er’s  big  sana  of  remorse. 

There  is  a  barely  relevant 
comic  character,  sung  with 
engaging  style  by  Alessandro 
Cor  belli,  and  the  young  Peru¬ 
vian  tenor  Juan  Diego  Florez 
B»k  over  ar  short  notice  as  the 

father  his  voice  is  as  yet  on  the 

diy  side,  but  he  is  intensely 
musical,  has  no  fear  of  top 
notes  and  made  much  of  his 
substantial  third-act  number. 

Yes.  very  interesting  indeed. 
Rodney  Milnes 


According  to  Barrie's  stage-direc¬ 
tions  to  Peter  Pan.  Captain  Hook  is 
“never  more  sinister  than  when  he 
is  most  polite,  and  the  elegance  of  his 
diction,  die  distinction  of  his  demeanour 
show  him  to  be  of  a  different  class  from 
his  crew".  Add  a  modicum  of  sly  self- 
mockery.  and  the  ability  so  to  sneer  that 
his  thin  raoustachios  slam  up  to  his 
eyebrows,  and  he  could  be  talking  of  lan 
McKellen.  His  Hook  is  all  quivering 
preciosity,  mournful  gentility  and  Old 
Etonian  world-weariness.  He  is,  as  Barrie 
said  he  must  be,  the  kind  of  pirate  who 
says  “sorry"  to  those  Ik  makes  walk  the 
plank  —  and.  as  Barrie  didn’t  say,  he  is 
careful  to  pronounce  the  thing  “plyaank”. 

The  version  of  Peter  Pan  at  the  National 
is  directed  by  John  Caird  and  is  essential¬ 
ly  the  same,  down  to  an  ending  not  in  the 


original,  as  the  one  he  and  Trevor  Nunn 
created  in  19S2.  There  is  a  narrator  in  the 
avuncular  form  of  Alec  McCowen,  who 
ambles  about  in  deerstalker  kit  looking 
like  Barrie  and  giving  us  extracts  from 
those  cosily  verbose  stage-directions.  And 
Peter  Pan  himself  is  not  a  swaggering  girl 
in  drag  but  a  boy:  in  Daniel  Evans’s 
performance  a  nice  mix  of  callow  bravado 
and  skinny,  angular  vulnerability. 

Once  again  the  designer  is  John  Napier, 
this  time  with  the  great  Olivier  revolve  at 
his  creative  command.  He  starts  with  the 
elaborate  outside  and  snug  innards  of  the 
Darlings’  Bloomsbury  house.  Then  it’s 
off.  via  St  Paul's,  to  the  most  marvellous 
Never  Land  anyone  could  have  imagined, 
let  alone  seen.  It  is  a  slowly-twirling  mix  of 
weeping  willows  and  firs,  lilies  and  cacti 
and  poppies,  cherry  blossom  and  a 
tapering  crag  and  a  knotty,  gnarled  tree. 

Napier  certainly  creates  some  stunning 
effects.  Though  Tuesday's  premiere  was 
slowed  up  by  a  diving  mermaid  dislocat¬ 
ing  her  shoulder,  or  fin.  the  scene  in  the 
lagoon  is  especially  deverly  done,  with 
Botticelli  lovelies  contemplating  their 
fishes’  tails  while  boys  splash  off  a  spongy 
reck  into  shiny,  undulating  sheets  that 
look  like  turquoise  waves.  But  never  do 
you  feel  that  the  lovingly  handled  specta¬ 
cle  interferes  with  clarity  or  flow. 

Perhaps  the  tone  is  lighter  and.  when 
battle  on  the  pirate-ship  commences, 
camper  than  it  reputedly  was  back  in 
]98i  but  I  don’t  think  anybody  in  the 
audience  was  complaining.  Let  those  who 
feel  surly  complain  of  the  play’s  undoubt¬ 
ed  sentimentality,  and  those  of  earnest 


Ian  McKellen  fits  Barrie's  view  of  Hook,  and  Daniel  Evans  is  a  brave  Peter 


disposition  inspect  its  Freudian  under¬ 
tones.  Yes,  it  is  recognisahy  the  work  of 
the  Barrie  who  tried  to  please  his  rejecting 
mother  by  dressing  up  and  imitating  her 
favourite  son,  who  had  died  in  an 
acridem.  Yes,  everyone  in  the  play  craves 
a  woman,  not  for  the  old.  obvious  reasons, 
but  to  nurse  and  fuss  over  him.  Yes.  the 
hero  tries  indefinitely  to  prolong  an 
idealised  boyhood,  as  poor,  sad  Barrie 
would  have  liked  to  have  done. 

But  do  you  care  when  you  can  see 


McKellen  gravely  hamming  it  up  on  his 
rococo  poop  and  skull-decorated  deck"  Or 
w  hen  you  watch  Evans’s  Pan  and  Claudie 
Blakley's  Wendy  fly  under  the  stars  and 
over  Big  Ben?  Or  when  a  Tinker  Bell  with 
a  sort  of  Mae  West  mumble  swirls  in 
Spotlight  round  the  lost  boys’  cave?  No.  I 
dont  think  so. 

Benedict  Nightingale 

•  This  review  appeared  in  late  editions  of  The 
Times  yesterday 


MUSICAL 

John  Higgins 

■  CABARET 

Fried  man /Dench/ Pry  ce/ 
NSO/Ed  wards 
TER  Masterworks  CDTER2 
1210  (two  CDs)  ★** 

£26.99 

WITH  Chicago  set  for  long 
residence  in  the  Strand  it  is 
no  bad  moment  to  revisit 
Kander  and  Ebb’s  earlier 
hit.  Cabaret.  The  cast  of  this 
1W3  recording  is  mainly 
British  but  the  all-round 
verve  generated,  especially 
at  the  Kit  Kat  Klub.  is  strictly 
Broadway.  For  that,  credit 
must  go  to  the  punchy 
conducting  of  John  Owen 
Edwards.  Bui  the  presence 
nf  two  uld  hands  has  also 
surely  had  its  effect. 

Judi  Dench.  London's  first 
Sally  Bowles,  is  back,  this 
time  as  Fraulein  Schneider. 
And  Fred  Ebb.  who  provided 
the  lyrics,  now  also  sings 
some  of  them  in  a  gravelly 
voice  as  the  Jewish  fruiterer 
who  marries  her.  Authentic¬ 
ity  is  assured. 

Maria  Friedman  is  careful 
not  to  make  Sally  too  much 
of  a  star,  a  trap  Liza  Minnelli 
fell  into  in  the  movie.  Miss 
BowJes  is  an  imerwar  drop¬ 
out.  more  talented  in  the 
bedroom  rhan  the  green 
room,  as  Friedman  suggests 
with  a  husky  and  sexy 
delivery.  Cliff  (Greg  Edei- 
man).  the  buy  who  falls  for 
her.  is  not  much  of  a  part 
musically  and  will  always  be 
under  the  shadow  of  the  MC. 
a  masterly  study  in  greed 
and  opportunism  from  Jona¬ 
than  Pryce.  Note  too  John 
Mark  Ainsley  as  a  member 
of  the  Hitlerjugend. 

BAROQUE 

Hilary  Finch 

■  SCHUTZ/ GABRIELI 
A  Christinas  Collection 
AAM/Goudwin 
Hnrmonia  Mundi  907202 
***  £26.99 

THIS  is  the  Christmas  disc 
for  those  who  prefer  spice  to 
sugar,  and  arc  partial  to  a 
warming  glass  of  Gluhwein 
on  tire  side.  Paul  Goodwin 
and  the  Academy  of  Ancient 
Music  have  fashioned  a 
series  of  17th-century  motets 
by  Heinrich  Sdiutz  into  an 
irresistible  patterning  with 
contemporary  instrumental 
pieces.  Unaccompanied  cho¬ 
ral  writing  alternates  with  a 
sumptuous  palette  of  brass, 
and  sturdy  Germanic  praise 
with  sensuous  (talianate 
meditation. 

There  are  the  sonorous 
Magnificats  and  Alleluias, 
bur  also  the  wonderfully 
intimate  miniatures  which 
came  about  as  a  result  of  the 


increasing  poverty  of  re¬ 
sources  in  the  Dresden 
Court  Chapel  during  the 
Thirty  Years  War.  Soprano 
Tessa  Bonner  and  alto  Rich¬ 
ard  Wyn  Robens  duet  in  a 
perfect,  tiny  .Annunciation 
scene.  Set  geg russet.  Maria. 
And,  in  the  voice  of  tenor 
Andrew  King.  O  Jesu,  no¬ 
men  dulce  is,  indeed,  “honey 
ro  the  mouth,  melody  to  the 
ear”,  every  bit  as  delicious  as 
the  wordplay  —  “In  ore  mel, 
in  aure  melos”  —  of  the 
original  Larin. 

Here.  too.  are  Giovanni 
Gabrieli's  splendid  Venetian 
Canzonas  for  comens  and 
sackbuts:  and  a  Sonata  by 
his  colleague  Francesco 
Usper  in  which  the  deep 
carmines  of  a  choir  of  mjm- 
b ones  are  pierced  by  the 
golden  rays  of  high  comens. 

ORCHESTRAL 

Barry  Millington 

■  PROKOFIEV 
Symphony  No  5:  Romeo 
&  Juliet 

New  York  Philharmonic/ 
Masur 

Tel  dec  4509  96301-2  *** 
£15.49 

THE  New  York  Philhar¬ 
monic  and  its  music  director 
Kurt  Masur  visited  the 
Proms  in  19%  and  gave  a 
memorable  concert,  includ¬ 
ing  Brahms's  Violin  Concer¬ 
to  with  Muner  the  soloist, 
and  Prokofiev's  Romeo  and 
Juliet  music.  The  Masur/ 
Muner  account  of  the 
Brahms  was  released  on  disc 
last  month,  and  now  the 
Prokofiev,  recorded  in  New 
York  Iasi  year,  is  issued, 
coupled  with  the  same  com¬ 
poser’s  Fifth  Symphony. 

Any  asperities  in  rhat 
Prom  performance  have 
been  ironed  out.  The  silky 
strings  arid  sensual  saxo¬ 
phone  in  Juliet  the  young 

Girl  are  more  refined,  while 
the  music  of  Romeo  and 
Juliet  together  is  rapturous. 
The  orchestra  sounds,  if 
possible,  even  better  in  the 
symphony.  The  end  of  the 
first  movement,  for  example, 
offers  some  splendidly  rasp¬ 
ing  brass  choruses  and  deep, 
sonorous  string  tone.  In  the 
slow  movement,  the  string 
sound  acquires  an  apt  gla¬ 
cial  purity'  and  an  unearthly 
beauty  as  the  music  glides  to 
its  tranquil  conclusion.  All 
the  stops  are  pulled  out  for  a 
scintillating  finale. 

*  Worth  hearing 

**  Worth  considering 

Worth  huying 


CDs  reviewed  in  The 
Times  can  be  ordered 
from  the  Times  Music 
Shop  on  0345  023498 
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.Bel  Mooney  found  her  horizons 


broadened  by  Sylvia  Plath 


i 


n  1965,  in  my  first  term  at 
University  College  London,  my 
then  boyfriend  gave  me  Ariel 
(published  by  Faber  that  year}  "to 
broaden  your  mind".  He  was  right 
my  course  offered  one  optional 
modem  paper  which  ended  on  the 
eve  of  die  Second  World  War.  I 
immersed  myself  in  her  poetry’s 
savage  depths  like  someone  stum¬ 
bling  across  an  oasis  in 
what  seemed  like  a 
desert  of  Beowulf.  Mil- 
ton  and  Pope.  At  20. 1 
identified  with  Plath ’S 
almost-hysterical  self- 
assertion  —  what  Rich¬ 
ard  Wilbur  called 
"brilliant  negative".  It 
led  me  to  Ted  Hughes, 
of  course,  and  to  Rob¬ 
ert  Lowell.  Anne  Sex¬ 
ton.  Han  Crane  and 
Theodore  Roethke. 

Now  I  can  return  to  Plath  and 
value  afresh  her  genius  in  trans¬ 
forming  a  personal,  crippling  dis¬ 
ability  into  universal  art.  I  have  lost 
the  youthful  yearning  for  “rele¬ 
vance",  although  in  fact  the  poems 
are  closer  to  the  dark  ambivalences 
of  a  married  woman  with  children. 
Ariel  still  stands  as  a  revolutionary 
text,  its  axe-words  splitting  the 
silence  of  self-denial  and  ringing 
out  the  equal  right  to  rage  against 
the  darkness,  but  embrace  it  too. 

In  1974.  reading  that  Philip 
Larkin  had  produced  his  first 
volume  of  poetry  for  ten  years.  I 
rushed  out  and  bought  two  copies 
of  High  Window.  Then  I  respond¬ 


ed  to  the  winy  misanthropy  of  Vers 
de  Society  and  TTils  be  the  Verse,  as 
well  as  die  sweet  sadness  of  The 
Explosion.  Now  f  return  again  and 
again  to  poems  like  Show  Satur¬ 
day,  Going,  The  Trees  and  Cut 
Grass,  embracing  their  quietly 
lyrical  con  versa  tism  with  a  relief 
that  would  have  shocked  my  youn¬ 
ger  self.  Middle  age,  perhaps — but 
also  an  impotent  rage 
against  the  rebranded 
bUndness  of  this 
"new"  Britain.  How 
Larkin  would  have  set 
on  his  hounds  of 
language! 

During  the  Seventies 
I  discovered  the  novels 
of  Patrick  White,  and 
read  all  of  them  vora¬ 
ciously,  even  register¬ 
ing  for  a  (still 
unwritten)  PhD.  The 
Tree  of  Man  stands  tall  even  in 
White's  rich,  dense  forest  —  one  of 
the  great  spiritual  novels  of  this 
half-century.  A  young  man.  Stan 
Parker,  hacks  out  a  home  and  a  life 
in  the  bush,  takes  a  wife,  fights  in 
the  Great  War.  experiences  flood 
and  fire,  grows  old  and  dies  in  his 
garden,  surrounded  now  by  tacky 
suburbs  —  leaving  his  wife  Amy  to 
mourn  and  life  to  go  on.  The  novel 
is  about  that  majesty  within  the 
silences  of  “ordinary"  people.  In 
elliptical,  daringly  poetic,  yet  para¬ 
doxically  flat  prose.  The  Tree  of 
Man  revivifies  ideas  of  grace  and 
redemption  with  an  intensity  that 
dairies  the  unbeliever. 


Michele  Roberts  was  sparked  by  new 
light  shed  on  the  secrets  of  Jane  Eyre 


In  1850  Charlotte  Bronte  wrote 
to  her  publisher.  George 
Smith:  “You  should  be  very 
glad  that  books  cannot  ‘talk  to  each 
other  as  well  as  to  their  readers’. 
Conceive  the  state  of  your  ware¬ 
house  if  such  were  the  case... 
Terrible  too  would  be  the  quarrel¬ 
ling.  . .  Still  (  like  the  notion  of  a 
mystic  whispering  among  the  let¬ 
tered  leaves  —  and 
perhaps  at  night  . . . 
such  a  whispering  may 
be  heard  —  by  those 
who  have  ears  to 
hear." 

One  of  those  who  did 
listen  was  Jean  Rhys. 

She  read  Jane  Eyre 
and  wrote  the  story 
which  lurks  in  its  si¬ 
lences.  In  Wide  Sar¬ 
gasso  Sea  Rhys  took 
one  of  the  works  of 
genius  of  the  19th  century  and 
turned  it  inside-out  to  create  one  of 
the  works  of  genius  of  the  20th 
century. 

Genius,  a  term  invented  by  men 
and  used  to  describe  men,  excludes 
women,  but  1  use  it  of  both  Bronte 
and  Rhys  to  point  out  the  paradox 
of  their  achievement:  both  of  them 
wrote  brilliantly,  as  no  one  had 
done  before,  about  women,  and 
both  force  us  to  question  whether 
femininity  isn’t  a  kind  of  srrait- 
j acker  in  some  cases. 

in  Wide  Sargasso  Sea  (published 
in  1966)  this  brilliance  ensures  that 
not  only  is  Bertha  Mason's  story 
brought  slap  bang  up  to  dare,  but 


b. 1949 


that  Jane  Eyre  itself  can  never  be 
the  same  again.  Charlotte  Bir>nte!s 
Mrs  Rochester  is  compiled  from 
19th-century  white,  middle-class 
terrors  of  blade  people,  female 
sexuality  and  madness,  all  rolled 
together  into  a  figure  who*  part 
diseased  animal  and  part  vampire. 
Rhys  takes  us  bade  id  the  beginning 
of  the  story,  to  an  island  paradise 
last;  it’s  an  astonishing 
novel,  which  stands  an 
its  own.  I  first  read  it 
when  I  was  15  or  so  — 
and  have  felt  haunted 
by  it  ever  since. 

A  personal  definition 
of  a  classic  is  a  novel  I 
never  tire  of  rereading. 
Phul  Bailey'S  Gabriel's 
Lament  (1936)  is  that.  I 
came  upon  it  after 
catching  up  on  all  the 
women  writers  left  out 
of  my  education.  It  was  charming 
to  encounter  a  male  writer  who 
wanted  to  investigate  what  makes 
men  tick.  Gabriel's  Lament  is  a 
masterpiece  of  sly.  wrenching,  tra- 
gi-comedy  that  takes  suburban  life 
and  fathers  and  sons  and 
immortalises  them  through  the 
brilliance  of  its  dialogue,  its  spark¬ 
ling  jokes. 

The  Ballad  of  Peckham  Rye 
(1960)  by  Muriel  Spark  is  another 
such  novel,  completely  surprising, 
funny  and  cruet  Spark  changed 
our  literary  landscape  with  her 
books;  this  tale  is  unmatchable  and 
unmissable:  gloriously  and  insis¬ 
tently  original. 


Influences  which  last  longest 
start  in  childhood.  Thanks  to 
Enid  Blyton’s  Noddy  books.  I 
still  overvalue  personal  indepen¬ 
dence,  love  the  underdog,  crave 
cakes  at  teatime  and  mistrust  Mr 
Piod. 

The  writer  has  been  reviled  for 
undemanding  language:  but  you 
don't  notice  that  when  you're 
patronised  by  everybody  and  baby- 
talk  seems  the  natural  form  of  adult 
expression. 

She  has  been  condemned  as 
politically  incorrect,  but  Toy  Town 
is  nothing  if  not  a  plural  society, 
where  SaBy  Skittle  and  the  Wobbly 
Man  are  unencumbered  by  their 
disabilities.  Her  books  are  not  well 
written,  but  their  greatness  lies  in 
the  depiction  of  character.  Noddy  is 
one  of  the  most  under-esteemed 
creations  in  English  literature:  a 
subtle,  complex  personality,  whose 
moodiness,  selective  arrogance  and 
wildness  of  judgment  repeatedly 
test  the  affection  of  his  readers  and 
friends. 

Busy  bodies  may  banish  him 
from  the  shelves,  but  his  place  in 
tradition  is  secure.  I  love  best  the 
story  of  Noddy  and  the  Bumpy  Dog 
(1957)  —  a  typical  fable  in  which  the 
under-appreciated  outsider, 
“waggy  and  licky  and  noisy  and 
rough”  —  saves  die  day  and  wins 
acceptance. 

A  dog  is  also  the  hero  in  my 
favourite  Iris  Murdoch  novel.  The 


Felipe  Fernandez- 
Armesto  says 
thanks  to  Noddy 
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Nice  and  the  Good  (1968).  I 
discovered  Iris  Murdoch  and  Ox¬ 
ford  in  the  same  moment  and  they 
are  confused  in  my  mind.  Her 
books,  in  which  the  characters' 
inteUectualism  never  inhibits  their 
spontaneity,  perfectly  mirrored  the 
real  life  of  the  university.  The  talent 
in  which  she  surpasses  every  other 


yet  with  total  consistency,  so  that 
every  twist  seems  both  strange  and 
convincing. 

A  few  writers  of  fiction  are 
models  for  historians:  bom  Borges, 
for  example,  you  learn  how  to 
approach  objectivity  by  shifting 
perspective;  from  Lampedusa,  how 


to  evoke  a  sense  of  period.  Iris 
Murdoch’s  insights  into  the  routine 
nature  of  surprise  have  helped  me 
understand  the  characters  I  have  to 
to  deal  with.  Tiresomely,  they  write 
their  own  plots  and  do  it  with  a 
freedom  an  unassisted  imagination 
could  never  give  them. 

There  are  a  lot  of  history  books  in 
my  life,  but  for  the  present  purpose 
one  elects  itself:  Joseph  Needham's 
Science  and  Civilisation  in  China 
(1956-in  progress).  Like  ail  genius¬ 
es,  Needham  could  be  misled  by  an 
excess  of  cleverness-  He  espoused 
an  odd,  faintly  mystical  mixture  of 
High  Church  Anglicanism  and 
naive  Maoism.  He  had  daft  convic¬ 
tions.  such  as  that  undocumented 
Chinese  explorers  had  founded 
Mesoaraerican  civilisation. 

Yet  his  masterpiece  is  unmatched 
in  our  times  for  most  of  what  I 
admire  in  history:  scholarship, 
ambition,  sensibility,  fidelity  to 
evidence,  boldness  in  argument, 
impassioned  curiosity,  unlimited 
range  —  and  sheer  mastery,  sure 
pilotage  amid  vast  oceans  of 
material. 

Hedied  leaving  it  unfinished,  but 
the  first  few  volumes  changed  the 
way  I  looked  at  the  world.  When 
these  creatures  of  my  imagination, 
the  Galactic  Museum-Keepers, 
look  back  on  our  past,  they  will 
centre  their  display  on  China  and 
cram  Western  civilisation  into  a 
comer  of  some  small  vitrine. 


Malcolm  Bradbury  steered  his  course  by  Saul  Bellow's 
compass  and  travelled  through  a  winter  night 


When  I  first  started  out  as  a 
young  writer  and  obses¬ 
sive  novelist  in  the  mid- 
Fifties,  my  ambitions  were  shaped 
by  a  small  number  of  central  books. 
iTn  sure  every  writer  has  a  pile  of 
such  books:  books  that  are  more 
than  books,  that  create  the  belief 
that  writing  matters,  that  literary 
vocation  is  important,  that  there 
are  always  fresh  ways  in  which  the 
narrative  of  one’s  age  can  be  told. 

I'd  read  widely  in  fiction:  many 
Victorian  novels,  a  lot  of  the  great 
“modern  novelists",  like  Lawrence, 
Forster.  Woolf,  Gide  and  Mann.  All 
had  a  considerable  influence,  but  in 
truth  by  the  mid-Frfties  the  modem 
novel  was  already  not  just  a 
generation  but  a  political  and 
artistic  culture  away.  The  impor¬ 
tant  books  are  closer  in  time,  the 
ones  that  catch  era,  generation, 
mood.  I  found  them  first  mostly  in 
Existentialist  Paris.  Two  books  that 
greatly  mattered  to  me  were  Albert 
Camus’  The  Outsider,  first  pub¬ 
lished  in  1942.  and  Samuel 

Beckett's  magnificent  tragicomedy. 
Mollay,  which  ap¬ 
peared  in  1951. 

Yet  I  felt  far  greater 
affinity  with  American 
fiction,  then  beginning 
to  sweep  into  Britain. 

Somewhere  at  the  start 
of  die  Fifties  I  picked 
up  a  book  by  a  writer! 
hadn’t  heard  of:  it  was 
Saul  Bellows  second 
novel  The  VI aim.  It  too 
had  the  prevailing .exis¬ 
tential  anxieties;  it  ac¬ 
knowledged  the  Holocaust  and 
nuclear  unease,  the  mood  of  urban 
aimlessness,  of  moral  disaster  seek¬ 
ing  moral  redemption.  Written  in 
English,  it  deployed  a  vital,  near* 
lyrical  prose.  It  influenced  my 
writing,  steered  my  way  into  Amer¬ 
ican  Action.  Like  many  British 


Jeremy  Irons  and  Meryi  Streep  in  the  film  of  Fawles’s  novel 
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writers.  I’ve  followed  Bellows  work 
with  passion  ever  since,  and  regard 
his  Herzog  (1964)  as  one  of  the  best 
modem  books. 

It  wasnf  until  the  end  of  the 
Sixties  I  found  an  English  novel 
that  had  such  a  strong  and  direct 
impact  Then  came  John  Fowies’S 
The  French  Lieuten¬ 
ants  Woman  (1969).  m 
ray  mind  one  of  the 
best  British  postwar 
novels.  It  built  a  cun¬ 
ning.  extraordinary 
bridge  between  the 
grand  Victorian  novel, 
with  its  social  grasp, 
and  the  anxious,  textu- 
aliy  self-critical  mod¬ 
em  novel  —  where 
character  is  a  paradox, 
narrative  a  problem, 
tile  author’s  authority  always 
unsure. 

A  more  recent  postwar  novel 
joins  my  list  of  core  books.  My  own 
writing  changed,  as  writing  does:  I 
grew  ever  more  fascinated  try  the 
multiplicity  of  the  means  of  fiction, 
tine  extraordinary  richnesses  of 


genre.  In  1981  Italo  Galvino  pub¬ 
lished  If  on  a  winter's  night  a 
traveller.  Maybe  it  takes  another 
writer  to  love  it  as  much  as  I  do.  It 
joins  the  special  list  of  novels  about 
novels  —  Tristram  Shandy, 
Jacques  the  Fatalist,  Ulysses — that 
show  the  complexity,  variety,  won¬ 
der  of  the  form.  Ten  different 
stories  in  different  genres  are 
started.  There’s  a  reader  (indeed, 
two  of  them)  in  the  text.  It’s  a  book 
about  the  great  play  of  fiction:  why 
we  need  it,  what  it  does  to  us. 

For  some  time  irs  seemed  dear  to 
me  that  ive  been  living  through  an 
age  of  the  novel.  Each  generation 
finds  its  distinctive  uses  for  fiction, 
generates  its  own  originalities. 
When  the  record  is  properly  writ¬ 
ten,  the  navels  of  this  century’s 
second  half  will,  I  believe,  seem 
quite  as  powerful  as  those  of  the 
widely  studied  firsL  For  me  the 
books  I've  mentioned  have  special 
meaning,  forming  the  tiny  pile  I’d 
despair  to  be  without  But  they  also 
form  milestones  in  the  great  20th- 
century  journey  of  fiction,  which 
has  been  a  good  one  for  us  alL 


.  Howard  Davies  fled  Manchester  in  tne_ 
r^Tnpa  ny  of  David  Storey __ - __ 


The  year  of  my  birth,  1951,  has 
never  been  cited  as  a  great 
turning  point  in- the  work!  of 
letters.  And  some  of  the  long-lived 
20th-century  writers  for  whom  I 
care  most,  John  Cowper  Powys,  for 
example,  or  Wyndham  Lewis.- had 
written  their  test  works  well  before 
then. 

But  a  good  few  of  the  most  dog¬ 
eared  read  and  reread 
bate  on  my  shelves 
were  first  published  in 
my  detune.  Erich 
Hdlert  The  Disinher¬ 
ited  Mind  —  essays  in 
modem  German  liter¬ 
ature  and  thought  — 
appeared  first  in  1952. 1 
did  not,  I  think,  read 
the  first  edition  imm¬ 
ediately  on  publica¬ 
tion;  my  copy  is  dated 
1966.  As  a  teenager,  I 
first  inhaled  the  excitement  of 
Goethe,  Nietzsche,  Rilke,  Spengler 
and  Kafka  through  Heller.  The 
theory  of  eternal  recurrence  was 
heady  stuff  for  a  Manchester 
Grammar  School  boy  in  the  Sixties 
and  it  remains  so  today.  No  other 
work  of  literary  criticism  has  left 
me  with  such  an  enduring  love  for 
its  subject.  Even  Spengler’s  Decline 
of  the  West  remains  suffused  in  a 
rosy  glow. 

But  wild-eyed  enthusiasm  for 
gloomy  Germans  was  no  basis  for 
a  carter,  so  1  drifted  towards 
modern  history  and  thence  to 
diplomacy.  My  interest  was  luke¬ 
warm,  however,  until  I  read  A.  J.  P. 
Taylors  Origins  of  the  Second 


World  War,  fir*  puUtshw  m  196K 
.  There  remain  few  to*®™* 
who.  like  Taylor,  can  readi  the 
general  reader  with  &  sharp  and 
original  thought  Perhaps  m  Nor- 
S,  Davies  we  haw  found 

Ser^buthe  needs  1300pag«» 

make  his  point  ■■ 

•  David  Storey-  is  not  a  sceptic, 
though  Ws  prose  is  as  limpid  as 
•  Taylor’s,  flight  into 
Camden,  published  in 
1961,  is  for 
masterpiece.  Perhaps, 
as  an  ex-narthenk 
grammar  schoolboy  in 
London.  I  identified 
too  much  with  York¬ 
shire-born  Margare; 
who  flees  south  to  an 
adulterous  affair  with 
a  teacher  in  Camden 
Though  L  was  from  the 

Other  side  of  the  Pen- 
nines,  my.  teacher  was  an  unmar-, 
ried  Australian  and  we  lived  m. 
Islington  —  a  wholly  different 
cultural  landscape. 

The  dash  of  cultures  and  mores, 
was.  nonetheless,  quite  sharp.  And' 
I  was  thrilled  by  Suomy's  insights 
into  my  human  condition.  For. 
years  I  boned  friends  with  aggres¬ 
sive  argument  to  the  effect  that 
Storey  is  Britain’s  greatest  postwar 
novelist.  I  was  touched  when  a 
friend  gave  roe  a  first  edition  —  bur 
it  was  dear  that  he  did  so  to  dose 
off  the  debate.  Storey  himself  has. 
sadly,  fallen  silent.  Flight  into 
Camden  will  live  on,  though,  even 
if  Yorkist  immigrants  now  philan¬ 
der  in  Dalston  or  Poplar. 


Roger  Scruton  was  cloistered  in  Eliot’s 
mysterious  rose  garden 


Many  writers  publishing  in 
my  lifeline  have  had  a 
profound  effect  on  me. 
even  though  no  single  work  encap¬ 
sulates  their  influence.  This  is  true 
—  to  take  four  examples  at  random 
—  of  Lea  vis,  Larkin,  plath  and 
Solzhenitsyn.  Asked  to  choose  three 
books,  rather  than  three  authors.  I 
finally  settled  on  these:  Four  Quar¬ 
tets.  by  T.  S..  Eliot,  Philosphical 
Investigations,  by  Ludwig  Wittgen¬ 
stein.  and  the  trilogy  of  novels 
(Malloy,  Malone  Dies,  and  The 
Unnameable)  by  Samuel  Beckett. 
These  works  have  two  way  impor¬ 
tant  things  in  common:  first,  that 
every  word  and  every 
implication  are  meticu¬ 
lously  weighed;  sec¬ 
ondly,  that  the  move- 
merit  (whether  of 
thought  or  feeling)  is  in 
each  ease  entirely  com¬ 
pelled  and  never  ,  im¬ 
ported.  In  Eliot,  Witt¬ 
genstein,  and  Beckett, 
you  encounter  three 
contrasting  forms  of 
literary  urgency,  in 
which  words  flow  from 
the  being  of  the  creator  with  a 
rightness  and  exactness  that  cannot 
be  improved  upon.  (So.  at  any  rate, 
it  seems  to  me.)  And  with,  this 
formal  perfection  there  floes  an 
unbrookable  sincerity  which  forces 
you  to  respond  to  these  works,  not 
as  literature  only,  but  as  visions  of 
the  human  world  —  which  is  to  say, 
as  literature  in  its  highest  form. 

I  came  across  Four  Quartets  at 
school;  it  was  one  of  a  small 
collection  of  books  chosen  by  Faber 
for  its  first  series  of  paperbacks.  I 
did  not  understand,  nor  do  I  fully 
understand  even  now,  the  meaning 
of  that  rose,  garden,  .with  its 
invisible  presences,  and  its  dry 
concrete  pooL  But  the  words 
sounded  deep  within  me.  I  was  a 
modem  adolescent,  severed  from 
prayer  and  abstinence  and  from 
every  religious  idea.  Four  Quartets 
conveyed  a  new  insight  into  the 
modem  world.  Under  the  impact  of 
those  carefully  distilled  images,  the 
place  in  which  I  found  myself 


b.  1944 


became  a  place  of  pilgrimage.  Th« 
modem  soul  could  still,  Eliot  tolr 
me,  find  redemption  and  tranquilli¬ 
ty  in  the  midst  of  disease.  Was  thi; 
a  trick  of  language?  Thirty-five 
years  later,  I  can  say  with  convic¬ 
tion  thar  it  was  not  •_ 

Beckett  too  was  favourite  read  in; 
matter  at  school-  Moved  thus 
careful,  tetchy  sentences  shape! 
from  the  language  of  accusastioc 
but  rebuking  no  one  in  particula; 
and  for  nothing  at  all.  Becketts 
anti-heroes  ,  were  my  role  models, 
and  in  time  I  came  to  discover  thi 
hidden  wisdom  in  those  most  poetit 
of  modem  texts  —  the  wisdom  tha 
looks  death  in  the  fact 
and  exchanges  a  com} 
joke  with  ft. 

It  was  during  my 
first  year  at  univereitj 
that  1  discovered  Philo* 
sophicaL  investiga¬ 
tions.  Heart  and  brain 
were  oppressed  by  the 
donnish  prose  of  acar 
demie  philosophy  and 
Wittgenstein  came  as  a 
bolt  from  the  blue 
prose  which  deals  witt 
abstract  questions,  but  soabundan 
with  irony  and-  imagery  and  sc 
animated  by  thought  that  l  was 
cured  at  once  of  the  doubts  tha 
threatened  to  abort  ray  philosophy 
cal  career.  Moreover,  I  found  h 
this  work  arguments  which  radt 
cally  altered  my  vision  of  reality,  ii 
particular  the  subtle  discussion  tf 
the  self  and  its  grammar  whici 
finally  lifted  philosophy  dear  (fe¬ 
me  as  for  many  others)  from  tie 
cesspit  of  phenomenology.  Repea- 
ed  rereading?  have  convinced  m 
that  this  work  is  the  greatest  won. 
of  philosophy  since  Kant’s  Critiqie. 
Of  Pure  Reason,  and  the  trur 
antidote  to  the  pseudo-science  tha 
is  everywhere  underminin' 
thought  and  wisdom. 

There  is  one  other  thing  that 
the  three  books  I  have  chosen  ha1 
in  common:  they  are  ail  dead- 
acknowledging,  and  therefore  lift- 
affirming.  Most  books  publishei 
now  are,  by  contrast,  death-fearing 
and  therefore  life-negating. 


Helen  Punmore  became  intoxicated  by 
the  rowdy  humour  of  Kingsley  Amis 


I  was  a  year  old  when  Lucfy  Jim 
was  published,  in  an  England 
of  landladies,  cars  with  start¬ 
ing-handles,  guiltless  smoking,  ex- 
servicemen  and  Bakelite  mugs.  I 
can’t  remember  when  I  first  read  it 
—  too  early,  probably,  to  get  all  the 
jokes.  But  I  loved  ft. then,  as  I  do 
now.  It  has  always  made  me  laugh 
out  loud.  Here  is  the  charmless 
Margaret  in  a  rictus  of 
self-abandon:  ’’She 
drained  her  glass  with 
a  quick,  gay  move¬ 
ment  ’Beer.’  she  said, 

‘Buy  me  beer.  TV 
night  is  young.*"  There 
is  Jim’s  nightmare 
weekend  with  the 
Welches,  his  denuncia¬ 
tion  of  Bertrand  Welch 
as  “You  bloody  old 
towser-faced  boot- 
faced  totem  pole, on  a 
crap  reservation",  and  finally  the 
tour-de-force  of  his  drunken  public 
lecture  on  Marie  England.  Kings- 
ley  Amis  is  brilliant,  on  altered 
states  of  mind:  drunkenness,  mad¬ 
ness.  frenzy.  Lucky  Jim  is  a  flawless 
comic  novel. 

When  I  was  21  and  working  as  a 
teacher  in  Finland,  I  first  read 
Dons  Lessing's  novels.  I  borrowed 
them  from  Turku  public  library, 

and  would  lie  on  my  bed  during  the 

long  dark  afternoons  reading  about 
Martha  Quest’s  life  as  if  ray  own 
depended  on  it  Her  journey  from  a 
remote  African  farm  to  Salisbury, 
then  on  to  London,  mirrors  Les- 
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sing’s  own  life.  Doris  Les  sin 
changes  her  readers:  you  cannti 
think  in  quite  tile  same  way  on* 
you  have  experienced  that  sensoij 
power  and  intelligence. 

.  Osip  Mandelstam  was  a  Russia? 
poet  who  died  during  the  Statinfe 
purges.  He  was  one  of  the  Acmefe 
group,  and  his  work  wasn’t  pus- 
fished  in  English  until  many  yeais 

_  after  his  death.  Hj 

wife,  Nadezhda.  men- 
□rised  it,  or  ft  woud 
have  been  lost  entire!/. 
His  poetry  has  info- 
enced  me  deeply  sirae 
1974.  when  1  bough 
his  Selected  Poem , 
translated  by  David 
McDuff.  Too  deep^i 
.perhaps.  But  slowh, 
A  the  excess  of  influenc 
sifts  away,  leaving  onV 
the  residue  which  wil 
be  of  real  benefit  to  a  young  poet. 

Mandelstam  is  a  great  poe, 
saturated  in  classical  culture  ye 
tenderly  responsive  to  everyday' 
life.  The  Rivers  Press  edition  offas 
the  Russian  text  as  well  as 
McDuffS  translations,  although! 
know  just  enough  Russian  to  rad 
the  poems  aloud.  Above  all  I  hear 
tile  echo  of  Mandelstam's  triune 
phani  affirmation  in  appal  lirg 
times:  ’With  mybloodJess  mouth  I 

whisper/ 1  was  bom  in  the  night  rf 
the  second  and  third/  of  January  ici 
the  untnistwprthyyearV  of  91,  aid 
the  centuries/  surround  me  wifa 
fins."  • 
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MAKE  A  PERSONAL  CHOICE 


j^ggneth  Baker  ventured  beyond  Burke 
and  then  waited  for  Godot 


Most  of  my  political  beliefs 

were  fashioned  by  bodes 
written  before  1934.  prin- 
gxffy  ®e  of  Edmund 

™  my  Sensation 

could  not  but  help  be  inspired  by 

ffleivffiUing  rhetoric  of  Churchill 
wuch  evoked  patriotism,  sacrifice 
and  pnde  our  history.  But  of  all  the 
tooks  on  conservatism  written  in 
the  past  SO  yean,  the 
one  which  made  the 
niost  appeal  to  my  sort 
of  conservatism  '  is 
Michael  Oakeshotfs 
Nationalism  in  Poli¬ 
tics  and  other  Essays 
(lf>62). 

The  reason  why  the 
Conservative  Party  has 
survived  is  that  deep  in 
our  nation  there  is  a 
conservative  disposi¬ 
tion  which  reveals  it- 
^elf  in  certain  conservative  ani¬ 
lides.  Oakes  ho  tt  writes:  “The  dis¬ 
position  to  be  conservative  is  then 
yarm  and  positive  in  respect  of 
enjoyment  and  correspondingly 
fool  and  critical  in  respect  of 
hange  and  innovation  ...  What 
’there  plausibly  identify  as  timidity 
le  recognises  himself  as  rational 
irudence.  What  others  interpret  as 
nactivity,  he  recognises  as  a  dispo- 
ition  to  enjoy,  rather  than  exploit" 
The  second  book  is  Four  Quar¬ 
ts  (1944)  by  T.  S.  Eliot  In  these 
our  poems.  Eliot  writes  of  the 
mportance  of  custom  and  conven- 
ion.  of  the  significance  of  regulari¬ 
ty  and  of  a  respect  for  history.  All  of 


these  aspects  of  human  life  are,  at 
least  for  the  moment  unfashion¬ 
able.  Yet  they  are  the  very  things 
that  make  the  human  condition 
bearable  and  they  are  the  essential 
buttresses  of  a  civilised  society.  It 
has  been  for  me  a  consolation  and  a 
reaffirmation  of  faith  to  be  remind¬ 
ed  that  the  past,  present  and  future 
are  but  part  of  a  great  continuum: 

“The  moment  of  die 
rose  and  the  moment 
of  the  yew-nee/  Are  of 
equal  duration.  A 
people  without  hist¬ 
ory/  Is  not  redeemed 
from  time;  for  history 
is  a  pattern/  Of  time¬ 
less  moments.  So, 
while  the  light  fails/ 
On  a  winter’s  after¬ 
noon.  in  a  secluded 
chapel/  History  is  now 
and  England.” 

My  third  book  is  Samuel 
Beckett's  Waiting  for  Godot  0955). 
When  1  saw  the  first  production  of 
this  play  at  the  Criterion  Theatre  in 
the  Fifties  I  was  completely 
mesmerised.  I  was  lucky  in  that  I 
had  been  taken  regularly  by  my 
parents  to  the  Richmond  Rep 
where  we  had  seen  plays  by  writers 
such  as  Pinero,  Priestley, 
Maugham,  Rattigan  and  occasion¬ 
ally  Shaw.  Godot  was  utterly 
different:  two  tramps  waiting  for 
something,  for  someone,  and  meet¬ 
ing  a  great  bullying  figure.  The 
play  awakened  in  me  an  awareness 
of  the  greater  complexity  of  human 
desire,  ambition  and  purpose. 


Ian  McIntyre  confesses  his  admiration 
for  the  18th-century  London  of  Boswell 


The  striking  tide  of  D.  R. 
Davies's  study  of  the  Gener¬ 
al  Confession.  Down  Pea¬ 
cock’s  Feathers  (1942).  comes  from 
an  old  homily  called  The  Misery  of 
Man  —  “Wherefore,  good  people, 
lh  us  beware  of  such  hypocrisy, 
a  un-glory,  and  justifying  of  our¬ 
selves.  Let  us  look  upon  our  feet: 
and  then  down  peacock's  feathers, 
liown  proud  heart 
down  vile  clay,  frail 
ind  brittle  vessels.” 

The  book  appeared 
during  the  war.  Davies 
vrote  it  because  he 
discovered  that  nobody 
«lse  had  ever  thought 
if  doing  so.  “I  am  all 
br  clouting  the  secu¬ 
larised  mind  —  hard.” 
ie  wrote  in  his  preface. 

'The  General  Confes¬ 
sion  is  a  magnificent 
fledge-hammerl"  1  read  it  when  l 
)vas  a  schoolboy  and  it  provided  me 
with  many  important  map  refer¬ 
ences  that  have  stayed  with  me. 

1  The  second  book  lodged  in  my 
nrnd  from  those  formative  years 
vas  by  an  opposition  backbencher. 
Quin  tin  Hogg,  and  his  book  was 
aJJed  The  Case  for  Conservatism. 
&  was  published  at  the  taO  aid  of 
1947,  little  more  than  two  years 
after  his  party  had  suffered  a 
crushing  defeat 

j  Hogg  sets  out  basic  Conservative 
principles  and  ideas,  and  examines 
lie  case  of  his  Labour  and  Libera} 
exponents.  He  does  so  robustly  and 
tertainingly.  He  shows  no  inch- 
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nation  to  snuggle  up  to  any  other 
party  for  short-term  advantage.  He 
reflects,  in  a  cheerful,  Ken 
CJarkeish  sort  of  way  that  no 
government,  however  good,  re¬ 
mains  popular  indefinitely.  “An 
exuhant  majority  enthusiastically 
proclaims  a  new  era  to  a  delighted 
electorate  ...  War,  poverty,  ugli¬ 
ness,  squalor,  disease,  bad  weather 
will  vanish  in  the 
midst..."  Fifty  years 
on.  in  all  sorts  of  ways, 
it  remains  a  tremen¬ 
dously  good  read. 

•  My  third  seminal 
book  is  Boswell's 
London  Journal  1762- 
1763  (1950).  it  appeared 
during  my  first  year  at 
Cambridge.  Nobody 
with  a  professional  in¬ 
terest  in  the  18th  centu¬ 
ry  can  get  very  far 
without  the  help  of  American 
academic  scholarship — W.  S.  Lew¬ 
is’s.  magisterial  edition  of  the  corr¬ 
espondence  of  Horace  Walpole. 
J.  L.  Clifford’s  Young  Samuel 
Johnson,  for  example. 

But  for  sheer  pleasure  and  re¬ 
freshment  I  go  back  to  the  Journal. 
It  stands,  as  its  editor  Frederick 
POttle  puts  it  in  his  wise  arid 
penetrating  introduction,  “between 
the  poles  of  Pepys  and  Rousseau." 
It  is  neither  autobiography  nor 
apologia.  Boswell  more  than  once 
said  he  was  writing  a  history  of  his 
own  mind.  In  doing  so  he  produced 
one  of  file  comic  masterpieces  of 
our  literature. 


E.  T.  ARCHIVE 


Traveller  who  inspired  Calvin o — and  Winterson:  Marco  Polo,  from  the  first  printed  edition  of  his  journey 


I  love  Italo  Cal  vino's  Invisible 
Cities  (1972;  English  edition. 
1974).  Does  that  seem  dramat¬ 
ic?  I  don't  know  of  any  other  way  to 
approach  books  except  through  the 
heart  To  me,  books,  real  ones,  are 
intimacy,  abandonment  risk  and 
pact  They  are  a  blood  bond:  a 
connection  between  writer  and 
reader  thar  begins  in  the  moment  of 
possession  and  is  reinforced 
through  time.  My  private  library  is 
located  twice;  once  in  my  study, 
again,  in  my  self.  These  are  the 
moving  books  that  travel  with  me 
a  cargo  of  images  and  language 
un separated  -from  life,  in  so  much 
as  I  am,  they  are. 

I  did  not  read  Invisible  Cities 
until  ten  years  after  it  was -first 
published.  When  I  did  read  it,  I  was 
23  and  writing  Oranges  Are  Not 
the  Only  Fruit.  In  that  book  I  did 
not  want  either  to  be  tethered  to 
autobiography  or  marooned  in 
make-believe.  All  quest  stories  fea¬ 
ture  a  seeker  and  a  sought,  or  call  it 
hero  and  prize.  Cal  vino  fused  these 
motifs.  In  a  long  series  of  short  set 
pieces,  the  hero  Marco  Pdlo  recol¬ 
lects  the  strange  cities  of  his  travels 
to  the  omnipotent  Kublai  Khan. 
Gradually  these  cities  begin  to  fold 
in  upon  one  another,  and  we  realise 
that  only  one  city  is  being 


Jeanette 


Winterson  loved 
Calvino’s  Venice 
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described:  Venice.  As  unlived  pasts 
and  beckoning  futures  become 
equally  real,  or  equally  unreal,  the 
only  possibility  is  invention. 

I  read  Hie  Diaries  of  Virginia 
Woolf  (five  volumes.  1915-41;  pub¬ 
lished  by  the  Hogarth  Press  1977- 
84)  one  by  one  as  they  appeared.  To 
me  they  were  talismanic.  1  was  17 
when  Volume  One  was  published 
and  saving  up  to  go  to  Oxford. 
Woolfs  work,  and  bit  by  bit.  her 
life,  were  an  affirmation  of  all  I  felt 
to  be  valuable.  Valuable  and  frag¬ 
ile,  for  it  is  so  easy  to  question  to 


death  the  importance  of  art  and 
culture  in  our  society.  Is  it  for 
everyone?  Is  it  elitist?  Who  should 
pay?  These  are  uniquely  20th- 
century  questions  and  ones  which 
Woolf  tried  to  answer,  had  to 
answer,  because  for  her.  art  and  life 
were  written  together  on  the  same 
page.  In  these  diaries  there  is 
detachment,  analysis,  objectivity, 
wit,  but  the  fluid  thai  fills  the  pen  is 
the  stuff  of  life  itself. 

As  a  teenager,  and  now  20  years 
later,  this  hauling  together  of  life’s 
elements  —  the  ride  on  the  top  of  a 
bus.  the  seat  in  the  stalls  at  the 
opera,  a  book  to  read,  a  holiday,  a 
dog  barking.  Dante  by  the  Ore,  and 
pain,  and  loss,  and  fear  and  death 
—  seems  to  me  to  be  a  true 
rendering  of  the  account.  Art  is 
made  out  of  human  passions, 
emotions,  energies  and  cannot  be 
separated  from  them,  any  more 
than  human  life  can  live  a  single 
day  without  telling  itself  a  stoiy. 

ArL  when  it  happens,  challenges 
the  “I"  that  we  are.  The  poems  in 
The  Thing  in  The  Gap  Stone  Stile 
by  Alice  Oswald  (1996)  are  not 
confrontational,  angry,  political: 
their  shock  is  in  the  renewal  of 
image  and  language  that  purs  our 
everyday  cliches  and  dullness  to 
shame.  I  bought  20  copies. 


Lisa  Jardine,  cyberfeminist,  mourns 
the  manual  to  her  Apple  Mac 


Books  have  been  a  crucial 
iruluence  in  my  life  since 
childhood  -  one  of  my 
earliest  memories  is  of  goine  alone 
to  Boots  with  a  precious  book  token 
and  picking  out  the  biggest  book  l 
could  find,  working  on  ihe  princi¬ 
ple  that  1  wanted  the  maximum 

number  of  words  possible  fur  mv 
money.  It  is  really  hard  to  narrow 
those  which  have  af¬ 
fected  me  down  to  a 
mere  three. 

I  was  still  reading 
mathematics  at  Canv- 
bridge  when  a  friend 
reading  English  gave 
me  Raymond  Wil¬ 
liams's  The  Long  Rew* 
lutian  {1961).  From 
Williams  I  learnt  that 
the  creative  mind  had 
a  sperial  pan  to  play  in 
shaping  contemporary 
society.  1  discovered  front  him  whv 
art  and  literature  were  of  critical 
importance  for  someone  with  hunt¬ 
ing  left-wing  political  principles. 
The  Long  Remlution  was  probably 
responsible  for  my  switching  from 
science  to  humanities  a  year  later, 
certainly  a  rumins  point  in  mv  life. 

Some  years  later.  Salman 
Rushdie's  Midnight's  Children . 
published  in  1981.  persuaded  me 
that  the  novel  at  its  greatest  i>  still 
an  important  force  for  understand¬ 
ing  and  change  in  the  world.  The 
mad.  bad  and  funny  adventures  of 
Rushdie's  hero  Safeem.  bom  with 
India's  independence  at  midnight 
on  August  15. 1947.  are  an  allegory 
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for  India’s  own  progress  to  maturi¬ 
ty.  The  novel  also  showed  me  that 
the  English  novel  had  given  way  to 
The  world  novel  in  English. 

My  last  life-changing  book  has  to 
be  both  much  more  banal  and  yet 
in  the  end  mure  far-reaching  in  its 
impact  on  my  life.  It  is  the  Apple 

Macintosh  user  manual  which 
introduced  me  to  my  first  Mac 
somewhere  around 
1QS5.  The  manual  is 
inns  lost,  hut  the  access 
if  cave  me  to  the  world 
of  new  technology  per¬ 
manently  transformed 
my  working  life,  i  cant 
even  remember  writ¬ 
ing  longhand:  compos¬ 
ing  on  a  typewriter  is  a 
dim.  distant  memory. 
My  old  Selectnx  type¬ 
writer  (itself  a  piece  of 
new  technology  in  its 
day)  turned  up  in  uur  loft  when  we 
were  clearing  ir  our  last  weekend. 
My  son  thought  it  was  a  valuable 
antique,  but  I  only  got  that  in  the 
Seventies. 

Since  a  lost  manual  can  hardly 
he  considered  a  personal  land¬ 
mark.  I  substitute  for  it  Sadie 
Plant's  Zeros  and  Ones:  Digital 
Women  and  the  New  Techno- 
culture  (I9<»7j.  |  laughed  all  the  way 
through  her  mischievous  account 
of  the  special  relationship  of 
women  to  cyberculture.  She 
describes  my  own  love  affair  with 
new  technology  beautifully.  Lets 
all  be  cyberfeminists  as  we  ap¬ 
proach  the  millennium. 


Peter  Stothard  sneaks  under  the  wire 
with  Dodds’s  irrational  Greeks 


When  the  rules  of  this 
Christmas  game  w'ere 
first  formulated.  I  felt 
confident  of  at  least  one  choice, 
Eduard  Fraenkel's  three-volume 
text  and  commentary  on  Aeschy¬ 
lus's  Agamemnon,  the  quintessen¬ 
tial  work  of  modem  classical 
scholarship  by  the  finest  scholar  I 
have  ever  been  privileged  id  hear. 
Some  of  my  aliened' 
words  would  have 
been  used  to  defend  his 
art  of  line-by-line  anal¬ 
ysis  against  trendy  re- 
cent  theories  that  such 
enterprises  are  small- 
minded.  “atomistic" 
and  damaging  to  over¬ 
all  comprehension  of 
the  texts.  Sadly,  it 
turned  out  that 
Fraenkel's  Agamem¬ 
non  was  published  in 
1950,  a  few  months  before  my  date 
of  birth. 

My  second  choice.  The  Creeks 
and  the  Irrational  by  E.  R.  Dcdds. 
was  almost  barred  for  the  same 
reason.  Dodds  too  wrote  brilliant 
commentaries  but  he  also  liberated 
a  lifetime  of  classical  students  from 
the  view  that  every  Ancient  Greek 
was  a  logical  little  Aristotle  at  heart. 
His  most  famous  collection  of 
lectures,  delivered  in  194Q  but  not 
published,  thankfully,  until  195 1.  is 
an  exquisite  chronicle  of  ancient 
madness. 

It  tellingly  poses  the  question  of 
why  an  open  society  of  consumer's 
and  free  individuals  mav  be  the  one 
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in  most  danger  from  malign  irra¬ 
tional  forces.  And.  no  small  thing  in 
itself.  Dodds's  work  also  inspired 
Donna  Tarn'S  wonderful  novel, 
published  in  1992,  The  Secret 
History. 

Dodds  was  a  close  friend  of 
W.  H.  Auden,  from  whose  work  I 
would  certainly  have  chosen  if  his 
best  poems  had  not  been  from  the 
years  before  1951.  The 
closest  to  a  disciple  of 
Auden  today  is  James 
Fenton.  My  second 
book  is  his  collection. 
The  Memory  of  War. 
first  published  m  I9S2, 
which  includes  A  Ger¬ 
man  Requiem,  Dead 
Soldiers  and  The  Skip, 
all  of  which  are  poems 
that  both  power  them¬ 
selves  into  the  general 
canon  and  spark  in¬ 
tense  personal  recollections  of  sub¬ 
jects.  spaces  and  years. 

Safely  inside  my  life  came  Mich¬ 
ael  Oakeshort’s  Rationalism  in 
Politics  and  Other  Essays,  pub¬ 
lished  in  1962.  which  spawned 
decades  of  doubts  about  whether 
any  government  minister  who 
promised  to  improve  condition  X 
by  action  Y  knew  even  what  he  was 
endeavouring  to  do.  lei  alone  how 
to  do  it.  We  are  now  in  that  part  of 
the  political  cycle  when  rational 
progress  is  back  in  fashion.  Labour 
leaders  are  daily  strapping  logic 
more  tightly  to  their  clipboards.  It 
must  be  rime  to  read  Oakeshort 
again. 


A.  S.  Byatt  was  awakened  by  the 
resonant  voice  of  Wallace  Stevens 


i 

My  three  books,  it  turns 
out.  are  all  to  do  with  the 
problem  that  has  ob- 
issed  me  since  1  began  to  think  — 
vhy  make  works  of  art  at  all? 
literature  is  what  I  most  care 
Axwl  but  I  had  a  socially  nesponsi- 
Be  upbringing,  and  have.  for  a 
resolute  agnostic,  a  religious  tem- 
reramenL  So  I  was  never  quite  sure 
Sat  literature  ought  to  matter  as 
nuch  as  it  did  (and  does)  to  me. 
jMy  first  choice  was  in  fact  only 
oiblished  as  a  book  in  1997.  It  is 
Bast en  rial ists  and  Mystics.  Ins 
Murdoch’s  collected  writings  on 
bflosophy  and  literature.  These 
says  over  the  years 
ive  given  me  ail  sorts 
(  new  ways  of  think- 
ig  about  art.  morals, 
blitics.  Freud  and 
Marx.  Her  essay 
gainst  Dryness  in 


ifol  was  a  wise  analy¬ 
st  of  the  forms  of  the 
2fah-cenrury  novel, 
ahd  their  relation  to 
ifie  forms  of  our  potit- 

iol  fife  and  thought. 

Vfer  essays  on  "good- 
rks"  combine  psychological  un- 
rersianding.  moral  ambition,  and 
Sequent  prose.  I  continue  to  learn 
f&m  her.  She  is  a  wonderful 
ahtidote  to  easy  pessimism- 
[My  second  choice,  rather  ©my 
surprise,  turned  out  to  be  Lion 
Trilling’s  Beyond  Culture 
published  in' 1%6.  What :  I  fig 
Jined  from  this  book  was  a  way  of 
Oinking  about  what  “culture 
away  which  was  while  and  not 
stfling.  Trilling  has 
i»nic  detachment  fro™  .. 
items  of  thought  which  he  di  g- 
nbses  sympathetically  andsha^Y; 
This  collection  of  essays 
tie  msmurionafisation  of  rebellion, 
tie  creation  of  an  orthodox* : 

"lubversion".  the 

tife  political  structures  of  unrvera 

r£s  of  forms  ^  a-jj. 

cT “sadrfy"  which  cM"  ** 

rimire  by 

Ms.  He  is  interested  m  the  way  in 

which  we  increasing 

g-oup  before  the  individual.  In  his 


essay.  Freud:  Within  and  Beyond 
Culture,  he  writes  of  Freud's  em¬ 
phasis  on  a  biological  residue  of 
human  quality  which  is  resistant  to 
cultural  control.  Like  him,  I  find 
this  idea  liberating.  We  have  lived 
through  a  time  of  ideological 
absolutes  and  he  has  proved  a 
wrily  accurate  and  benign  prophet 
My  last  choice  had  to  be  die  thing 
itself,  the  work  of  art  in  words,  and 
it  was  easy  to  choose  the  Collected 
Poems  of  Wallace  Stevens  (1955). 
Discovering  Stevens,  at  the  end  of 
the  Sixties,  as  a  woman,  was  like 
first  hearing  the  complicated 
rhythms  of  Shakespeare  and  Mil- 
ton  as  a  girl.  Stevens, 
as  a  poet,  has  the 
quality  Matisse  has  as 
a  painter,  the  perfect 
arrangement  of  the  ele¬ 
ments  of  his  medium 
into  new,  and  surpris¬ 
ing,  and  inevitable 
forms.  I  heard  him 
before  1  read  him,  on  a 
record,  through  a  half- 
open  door,  intoning 
77ie  Idea  of  Order  at 
Key  West  which  em¬ 
bodies  our  “rage  for  order”  in  light 
and  sound  and  elemental  water, 
primitive,  passionate  and  intellec¬ 
tual.  I  go  back  and  back  to  Notes 

Towards  a  Supreme  Fiction,  which 
combines  weather  with  the  gods, 
analysis  with  play,  and  scatters 
new-minted  bright  images  across 
"every  pose  with  inexhaustible  lar¬ 
gesse.  All  of  us  perhaps,  have  one 
or  two  phrases  which  we.  repeat  to 
ourselves  in  rime  of  difficulty,  and 
one  of  mine  is  from  Notes:  "To 
discover  an  order  as  of/  A  season, 
to  discover  summer  and  know  it/ 
To  discover  winter  and  know  it 
well,  to  find./  Not  to  impose,  not  to 
have  reasoned  at  all,/  Out  of 
nothing  to  have  come  on  ttfajor 
weather/ It  is  possible.  .Pfs?bIe' 
possible.  It  must  be/  Possible. 

I  think  what  all  my  three  bodes 
have  in  common,  also.  «  “e 
patience  to  attempt  to  find,  not  to 
Impose,  the  elegant  sceMCtsm.  ^ 
fiereequesnorung,  which  is  the 

antidote  to  ideology. 


Antonia  Fraser  learnt  passion  from  the 


pen  of  Margaret  Mitchell 


I  read  The  Last  Days  of  Hitler  by 
Hugh  Trevor-Roper  shortly 
after  h  came  out  in  1947.  At  that 
point  I  was  studying  history  and 
hoping  to  get  into  Oxford.  Since  1 
had  been  brought  up  to  assume 
that  histoiy  mysteriously  came  to  a 
foil  stop  in  J914  —  leaving  us  to 
wander  on  aimlessly  without  actu¬ 
ally  contributing  to  it  —  1  was 
srunned  to  read  this  dazzling  study 
of  events  only  a  few  years  past 
Subsequently.  I  read  the  updated 
version,  since  a  lot  of  material  was 
obviously  still  unknown  in  the  late 
Forties.  What  struck  me  was  the 
fact  that  the  basic  deductions  of  the 

trained  historical  mind  _ 

were,  give  or  take  new 
evidence,  still  valid; 
while  the  lucidity  and 
elegance  of  the  style 
were  an  inspiration. 

Twenty  years  later, 
struggling  to  write  my 
first  historical  biogra¬ 
phy,  Mary  Queen  of 
Scots.  I  was  especially 
concerned  about  the 
problem  of  balance. 

Concentrate  on  the 
subject  by  all  means,  but  what  do 
you  do  about  the  background?  1 
knew  the  principle  of  the  thing.  In 
an  ideal  biography,  the  reader 
should  be  painlessly  educated 
about  the  period  while  never  losing 
sight  of  the  central  figure.  But  how 
do  you  achieve  that  in  practice?  It’s 
a  problem,  incidentally,  that  I’ve 
never  found  particularly  easy  to 
solve  even  with  subsequent  books. 
(When  writing  The  Six  Wives  of 
Henry  V'ZfiT,  I  was  sorely  tempted  to 
deal  with  the  complicated  religious 
changes  of  the  day  with  a  single 
sentence:  "And  so  the  Reformation 
took  place".)  My  good  fortune  then 
was  to  read  Robert  Blake's  Disrae¬ 
li,  first  published  in  1966.  which 
seemed  to  me  then,  and  still  seems, 
the  .model  of  political  biography. 
Not  only  was  the  character  of  Diaay 
vividly,  and  sympathetically  —  but 
not  uncritically — illuminated,  but  T 
also  acquired  an  understanding"  of 
the  19th-century  Tory  parry  hither¬ 
to  denied  to  me.  Furthermore,  I 


b.  1932 


understood  for  the  firsr  time  how  it 
was  possible  to  be  a  Tory,  emotion¬ 
ally  —just  as  well,  perhaps,  since  I 
was  then  married  to  a  Tory  MP. 

My  romantic  education,  as  ap¬ 
posed  to  the  other  sort,  was  entirely 
derived  from  novels.  It  would  be 
possible  to  list  them  in  chronologi¬ 
cal  order  (as  I  read  them)  and  thus 
to  chart  the  various  stages  of  my 
own  sentimental  journey.  Rather 
than  do  that,  which  might  take  up 
more  space  in  The  Times  than  has 
been  bargained  for,  I  will  simply 
rite  the  Mother  of  Them  All:  Gone 
With  the  Wind  by  Margaret  Mitch¬ 
ell.  This  was  first  published  in  1936. 

_ but  of  course,  precocity 

can  only  go  so  far.  In 
fact  I  first  read  it  when 
I  was  13  and  in  the 
middle  of  taking  my 
School  Certificate 
exam.  I  can  still  re¬ 
member  living  in  the 
dream  of  love  and  un¬ 
happiness  which  the 
book  induced  in  me. 
and  the  look  of  the 
school  library  copy, 
pages  badly  crumpled 
and  even  Tear-stained  by  those  who 
had  gone  before  me.  I  got  very  bad 
grades  in  my  English  exams  (my 
actual  set  book  was  The  Mayor  of 
Casterbridge.  poor  stuff  from  my 
particular  viewpoint)  but  I  had  at 
least  majored  in  Passion. 

•  IN  METRO  ON  SATURDAY: 
Books  of  the  Year  —  plus 
Erica  Wagner  on  Joe  Gould's 
Secret,  Michael  Gove  recommends 
the  Private  Eye  Annual  199? 
and  Jeffrey  Archer 
reveals  how  he  writes 
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Court  of  Appeal  _ Law  Report  December  18 1997 

Leader  entitled  to  sue  his  own  council 


THE  TIMES  THURSDAY  DECEMBER  131997 

-  Court  of  Appeal 


Regina  y  Rawrtlaw  District 

Cooucfi,  Ex  parte  Oxby 
Before  Lord  Justice  Hobhouse, 
lord  Justice  Milfen  and  Loid 
Justice  Orton 
{Judgment  December  II] 

Where  the  grant  of  planning 
permission  was  tainted  by  actual 
or  apparent  bias  on  the  part  of  the 
councillors  involved  in  the  de¬ 
rision-making  process,  it  was 
Jej^timate  for  the  wunciL  through 
its  leader,  to  bring  judicial  review 
proceedings  u>  have  those  plan¬ 
ning  dedstons  declared  illegal  and 
void,  instead  of  revoking  the 
decisions  under  section  *77  of  the 
Town  and  Country  Planning  Act 
1190,  thereby  avoiding  the  need  to 
pay  compensation  under  section 
107  of  the  Act 

The  Court  of  Appeal  so  stated 
allowing  an  appeal  by  the  ap¬ 
plicant,  Graham  Anthony  Nicho¬ 
las  Oxby.  from  the  dismissal  by 
Mr  Justice  Pbpplewdi  on  Decem¬ 
ber  II,  1996  of  his  application  far 
judicial  review  of  two  planning 
derisions  of  Bassetlaw  District 
Council  dated  February  21.  1994 
and  October  14. 1994.  respectively. 

On  the  appeal,  the  respondents 
were  the  interested  third  parties. 
Clarence  and  Frances  Mabel 
Howrah,  who  had  been  granted 
planning  permission  to  develop  for 
domestic  housing  two  plots  of 
agricultural  land  at  Grange  Farm. 
CXlerton  Road.  Rerford.  Not¬ 
tinghamshire.  owned  by  them. 

The  applicant  was  applying  as 
the  leader  uf  the  council  and  the 
chairman  of  its  policy  and  re¬ 
sources  committee  which  resolved 
(0  hind  the  application  and  nor 
opposed. 

Mr  David  Mole.  QC  and  Mr 
Paul  Brown  for  the  applicant;  Mr 
Afun  Alesbury  for  the  Howcrofts. 

LORD  JUSTICE  HOBHOUSE 
said  that  central  to  the  matter  was 
the  question  whether  the 
Howcrofts  should  be  paid 
compensation  or  about  E2  million 
for  the  revocation  of  die  planning 
consents  under  sections  97  and  100 
of  the  Town  and  Country  Planning 
Act  1990. 

if  the  council,  through  the  ap¬ 
plicant.  succeeded  in  obtaining  a 
declaration  that  the  planning  con¬ 
sents  were  void,  the  council  would 
not  have  to  invoke  section  97  and 
would  not  have  to  pay  compensa¬ 
tion  under  section  107. 

in  1992.  the  Howcrofts  made  a 
joint  venture  agreement  with  Mr 
Frank  Coney  which  made  him 


their  agent  for  the  purpose  of 
applying  for  and.  if  possible, 
obtaining  the  requisite  planning 
consents  for  the  residential  dev¬ 
elopment  of  Grange  Farm.  They 
gave  him  a  substantial  financial 
interest  in  the  grunt  of  those 
planning  consents.  A  plan  was 
attached  showing  (he  boundaries 
of  the  land  which  was  divided  into 
three  plots:  “  Parrymore  I* 
■‘(’anymore  2"  and  “Southfidds*. 

On  September  22.  1993  the 
Parrymore  1  application  was 
considered  by  the  council's  plan¬ 
ning  subcommittee  with  Coun¬ 
cillor  W.  D-  Hoare  in  the  diair  and 
despite  (he  officers"  recommenda¬ 
tion  that  the  application  should  be 
refused,  the  subcommittee  re¬ 
solved  to  grant  consent 

On  October  11. 1993  the  decision 
notice  granting  the  Parrymore  I 
consent  was  issued.  The  land  was 
sold  to  a  developer  with  the  benefit 
of  the  planning  consent  for  a 
substantial  sum  of  money.  The  not 
proceeds  were  divided  75  per  cent 
to  the  Howcrofts  and  25  per  cent  to 
Mr  Coney.  Houses  had  since  been 
built  on  die  land. 

On  February  9. 1994  (be  applica¬ 
tion  in  respect  of  Parrymore  2  was 
considered  by  the  sub-committee 
with  Councillor  Hoare  in  the  chair 
and  against  the  officers' .  recom¬ 
mendation  the  subcommittee  re¬ 
solved  to  gram  oonsern.  The 
derision  notice  granting  the  con¬ 
sent  was  issued  on  February  21. 
1994.  The  Parrymore  2  land  had 
not  been  sold  by  the  Howcrofts 
and  remained  undeveloped. 

In  May  1W4  Councillor  Hoare 
ceased  to  be  a  member  of  the 
council  and  Councillor  G.  A. 
Crossland  took  over  as  chairman 
of  the  planning  sub-committee. 

On  September  21  the  Southfidds 
application  was  considered  with 
Councillor  Crossland  in  the  chair 
and.  against  the  advice  of  the 
officers,  it  was  resolved  to  grant 
consent.  The  decision  notice  was 
issued  on  October  14,  1994.  The 
Southfidds  land  too  had  not  been 
sold  and  remained  undeveloped. 

That  sequence  or  events  caused 
concern  to  other  councillors  and 
the  responsible  officers  of  the 
council.  There  had  in  1969  been  a 
disturbing  incident  involving  a 
non-disdosed  association  between 
Mr  Coney  and  Councillor  Hoare 
in  connection  with  a  planning 
application. 

Investigations  revealed  further 
contacts  or  associations  between 
Mr  Coney  and  members  of  die 


council,  particularly  Councillors 
Hoare  and  Grassland,  extending 
Over  the  period  with  which  the 
present  proceedings  were 
concerned. 

Mr  Justice  Buxton  had  granted 
leave  to  move  for  judicial  review 
sating  that  it  was  of  high  public 
importance  that  the  relevant 
allegations  of  impropriety  in  pub¬ 
lic  life  should  be  investigated. 

When  the  substantive  applica¬ 
tion  came  before  Mr  Justice 
Fopptewell  the  Howcrofts"  case 
was  that  proceedings  by  way  of 
jodirial  review  were  wholly  in¬ 
appropriate  and  that  in  any  event 
the  remedies  asked  In'  should  not 
be  granted. 

The  Howcrofts  did  not  make  any 
positive  case  on  the  merits.  Instead 
they  look  three  points:  first,  the 
locus  standi  of  the  applicant  to 
make  the  application:  second,  the 
iacr  that  the  council  had  an 
alternative  remedy  under  the  1990 
Act  to  revoke  the  consents  under 
section  97:  and,  third,  delay. 

Mr  Justice  fbpptewell  was  not 
prepared  to  decide  the  Cnst  point  in 
favour  of  the  Howcrofts  but  as  to 
the  second  and  the  third  points,  he 
decided  that  they  were  sufficient  to 
justify  him  in  refusing  any  remedy 
to  the  applicant  regardless  of  the 
strength  of  his  case  on  the  merits 
about  which  he  expressed  no  view. 

The  tenor  of  his  judgment  was 
different  from  that  of  Mr  Justice 
Buxton.  He  dearly  considered  that 
the  type  of  allegations  of  miscon¬ 
duct  in  public  life  which  he 
believed  were  bring  raised  by  the 
applicant  should  be  dealt  with  in 
ordinary  civil  proceedings,  not  by 
way  of  judicial  review  and  that  it 
was  wrong  in  principle  that  ju¬ 
dicial  review  proceedings  should 
be  used  as  a  means  of  avoiding  the 
need  to  pay  compensation  under 
the  1990  Act  to  the  Howcrofts. 

He  considered  that  revocation  of 
the  consents  under  section  97  gave 
the  council  an  adequate  remedy. 
He  also  found  that  there  had  been 
undue  delay.  He  accordingly  re¬ 
fused  relief. 

Sufficient  interest 

Section  31  of  the  Supreme  Court 
Act  1981  provided:  “(3)  No  applica¬ 
tion  for  judicial  review  shall  be 
made  unless  ...  the  applicant  has 
a  sufficient  interest  in  die  matter  to 
which  die  application  relates." 
What  amounted  to  a  "sufficient 
interest"  had  been  widely  inter¬ 
preted  in  recognition  of  the  charac¬ 
ter  and  purpose  of  the  procedure 
for  obtaining  judicial  review. 


Evidence  of  witness  aged  14 
must  be  in  solemn  form 


Regina  v  S  barman 
Before  Lord.  Justice  Mantell.  Mr 
Justice  Hooper  and  Judge  Michael 
Walker 

[Judgment  November  27| 

If  evidence  was  to  be  received 
orally  from  a  witness  who  was 
aged  14  or  over  at  the  date  of  the 
hearing  then  that  evidence  had  to 
be  received  either  on  oath  or 
following  a  solemn  affirmation. 
The  failure  to  administer  die  oath 
was  not  a  mere  technicality  and 
amounted  to  a  material 
irregularity. 

The  Court  of  Appeal,  Criminal 
Division,  so  held  in  a  reserved 
judgment  allowing  the  appeal  of 
PeteT  Edward  Shannon  against 
his  convictions  in  September  1996 
at  Shrewsbury  Crown  Court 


(Judge  Mander  and  a  jury)  of  two 
counts  of  indecent  assault  on  a 
female,  two  counts  of  gross  in¬ 
decency  with  a  child,  one  count  of 
attempted  rape  and  two  counts  of 
rape,  for  which  he  was  sentenced 
to  a  total  of  10  years  imprisonment. 

Mr  Jeremy  Gompertz  QC  as¬ 
signed  by  die  Registrar  of  Crim¬ 
inal  Appeals,  for  the  appellant; 
Miss  Julia  Macur  for  the  Crown. 

LORD’  JUSTICE  MANTELL 
said  that  the  evidence  of  a  witness 
aged  14  had  been  video  tape 
recorded  while  she  was  still  aged 
13.  Relevant  and  irrelevant  evi¬ 
dence  was  inextricably  mixed  and 
leave  was  granted  for  the  witness 
to  give  the  bulk  of  her  evidence  in 
chief  orally  in  die  conventional 
manner. 


The  witness  was  presented  to  the 
jury  via  television  link.  Some  small 
part  of  die  video  was  played  to  the 
jury  and  die  witness  was  cross- 
examined  and  re-examined. 

At  no  stage  was  she  sworn  nor 
did  she  affirm.  It  was  dear  that 
although  the  oath  could  have  been 
administered  or  solemn  affirma¬ 
tion  taken  even  before  the  video 
recording  was  played,  at  the  very 
latest  it  ought  to  have  been  done  at 
the  conclusion  of  die  playing  of  the 
video  recording  and  before  any 
questions  had  been  asked  by 
prosecuting  or  defence  counseL 
Their  Lordships  could  not  be 
satisfied  about  the  safety  of  arty  of 
the  convictions  so  they  would  be 
quashed  and  a  retrial  ordered 
Solicitors:  CPS.  Shrewsbury. 


The  peculiarity  of  the  present 
case  was  that  the  applicant;  Mr 
Oxby,  was  in  effect  acting  as  a 
representative  of  the  respondent, 
the  council. 

It  was  on  the  direction  of  the 
council  that  the  applicant  was 
bringing  the  proceeding.  It  was 
the  decisions  of  the  couneff  that  the 
applicant  sought  to  have  declared 
void. 

It  was  possible  to  justify  the 
malting  of  the  application  by  die 
applicant  as  an  elector  of,  and 
council  taxpayer  to  the  council.  In 
the  con  ext  of  local  government 
such  a  basis  for  establishing  a 
sufficient  interest  had  been  rec¬ 
ognised.  However,  such  a  justifica¬ 
tion  would  be  artificial  in  the 
present  case. 

More  germane  was  what  was 
said  by  Mr  Justice  Notan  in  R  v 
Port  Talbot  Borough  Council,  Ex 
parte  Jones  Q198S|  2  AH  ER  207. 
215).  That,  like  the  present  case, 
concerned  allegedly  unlawful  con¬ 
duct  by  a  local  authority. 

Mr  Justice  Noian  had  com¬ 
mented:  "{the  application!  was 
made  by  die  leader  of  the  council, 
the  view  being  correctly  taken  that 
life'" council  itself  could  hardly  be 

both  applicant  and  respondent. 
Counsel  for  [the  third  respondent! 
accepts,  again  correctly  in  my 
view,  that  ihe  leader  of  the  council 
has  die  necessary  locus  standi " 

In  his  Lordship's  judgment,  that 
represented  an  acceptable  ap¬ 
proach.  It  was  a  convenient  and 
appropriate  course  ip  adopt  pro¬ 
vided.  of  course,  it  was  not  abused. 

Such  a  role  of  the  applicant  was 
sufficient  to  meet  the  requirements 
of  the  statute  and  the  rules  at  the 
stage  of  application  for  leave.  At 
the  stage  of  the  decision  whether  or 
not  to  grant  the  remedy  asked  on 
the  substantive  application  for 
judicial  review,  the  nature  of  the 
role  of  the  applicant  was  one  of  the 
factors  which  could,  and  should  in 
cases  such  as  the  present,  be  taken 
into  account  in  deciding  whether  to 
grant  the  remedy  sought. 

When  exercising  the  discretion 
whether  or  not  to  grant  the 
remedy,  die  court  had  to  take  into 
account  that  in  substance,  al¬ 
though  not  in  form,  it  was  the 
council  itself  that  was  seeking  to 
have  decisions  of  its  own,  through 
one  of  its  own  committees,  de¬ 
clared  void. 

The  questions  of  delay,  alter¬ 
native  remedies  and  prejudice  to 
interested  third  parties  and  the 
ultimate  exercise  of  the  discretion 
had  to  all  be  assessed  with  that 
factor  in  mind. 

Alternative  remedies 

The  important  feature  of  the 
power  of  revocation  was  that  it 
might  take  into  account  rircum- 
s  Lances  arising  since  the  original 
grant  of  consent. 

The  power  of  the  local  planning 
authority  was  granted  in  terms 
which  were  widely  expressed.  But 
h  should  only  exercise  the  power  to 
revoke  under  section  97  if  it 
considered  it  expedient  to  exercise 
that  power  which  carried  with  it  a 
right  to  a  person  interested  in  the 
land  to  apply  for  compensation 
tinder  section  107. 

The  council  did  not  consider  ir 
expedient  to  revoke  those  consents 
because  they  were  vitiated  by 
either  actual  or  apparent  bias  and 
should  be  declared  void  without 
the  payment  of  compensation. 

Indeed,  it  submitted  that  it 
would  be  wrong  and  a  dereliction 
of  the  duty  of  the  council  not  to  seek 
to  have  those  consents  set  aside  but 
to  choose  to  revoke  them  and  pay 
compensation.  In  his  Lordship's 


judgment  that  was  a  legitimate 
and  proper  attitude  for  the  council 
to  adopt 

Delay,  the  legal  framework 

It  was  accessary  to  consider 
what  Lord  Justice  Simon  Brown 
had  said  in  R  v  Criminal  Injuries 
Compensation  Board.  Ex  parte  A 
Q1997]  3  WLR  776)  about  the 
relevance  of  delay  at  the  time  of  the 
determination  of  the  substantive 
application  for  judicial  review  and 
the  exercise  of  the  court's 
discretion. 

The  critical  factor  in  the  present 
case  arose  under  Lord  Justice 
Simon  Brown's  third  head:  hard¬ 
ship.  prejudice  and  detriment  to 
the  interested  third  parties,  the 
Howcrofts. 

At  present  they  had  valuable 
development  rights.  If  the  consents 
were  quashed  they  lost  those  rights 
subject  to  the  passMilyof  apply¬ 
ing  afresh  for  new  planning 
consents. 

On  the  evidence,  it  had  to  be 
assumed  that  such  applications 
would  not  have  any  realistic 
chance  of  success  and  his  Lordship 
would  proceed  cm  that  basis. 
Prejudice 

The  Howcrofts  were  bath  el¬ 
derly.  They  had  been  negotiating 
to  sell  the  Parrymore  2  and 
Southfidds  lands  m  a  property 
developer  for  about  E2  million.  The 
proposed  contract  was  conditional 
on  existing  planning  permissions 
remaining  in  place  and  detailed 
planning  permission  being 
granted. 

They  submitted  that  they  should 
be  entitled  to  enjoy  the  benefits,  as 
yet  unrealised,  of  realising  the 
development  value  of  (he  land  and 
they  would  lose  that  if  the  planning 
consents  were  invalidated. 

- '  That  submission  added  nothing 
to  the  basic  fismework  of  the  case. 
It  was  not  just  that  the  Howcrofts 
should  enjoy  that  benefit  if  they 
should  not  have  received  it  in  the 
first  place. 

The  merits 

His  Lordship  would  confine 

himself  to  the  allegations  of  bias  or 

apparent  bias,  it  was  not  necessary 
to  enter  on  any  question  of  fraud. 

If  the  case  had  depended  on  the 
substantiation  of  allegations  of 
fraud  against  individuals,  it  would 
have  been  appropriate  that  the 
council  be  required  to  pursue  their 
claim  by  a  writ  action.  Such  issues 
were  not  normally  suitable  for 
judicial  review  proceedings. 

But  as  to  bias  or  apparent  bias, 
that  was  properly  the  subject 
matter  of  proceedings  for  judicial 
review.  It  affected  the  propriety  of 
the  decision  of  the  decision-maker. 

In  his  Lordship's  judgment,  the 
applicant  had  presented  a  strong 
case  in  support  of  his  application 
that  the  two  relevant  planning 
consents  were  rendered  invalid  by 
bios  or  apparent  bias  and  had 
made  out  what  was  necessary  for 
him  to  establish  on  an  application 
for  judicial  review  of  the  decisions. 
Exercfee  of  discretion 

In  his  Lordship's  judgment, 
justice  required  that,  as  between 
the  council  and  those  whom  the 
council  represented  on  the  one 
hand  and  the  Howcrofts  on  the 
other,  those  coasents  should  be 
declared  void  and  that  it  would  be 
unjust  if  the  courts  were  to  refuse 
to  do  so  or  were  to  require  the 
council  to  pay  compensation  to  the 
Howcrofts  as  a  condition  of  achiev¬ 
ing  that  resuft. 

Lord  Justice  Mfliett  and  Lord 
Justice  Otton  agreed. 

Solicitors;  Sharpe  Pritchard; 
Eversheds,  Derby. 


Use  of  confidential 
business  package 


Murray  v  Yorkshire  Fond 
Managers  Ltd  and  Another 
Before  Lord  Justice  Nourse.  Lord 
Justice  Scftiemann  and  Sir  John 
Vmdott 

{Judgment  December  It] 

In  the  absence  of  any  contractual 
relationship,  a  plaintiff  who  un¬ 
owned  a  package  of  confidential 
information  put  together  to  facili¬ 
tate  a  business  project  was  power¬ 
less  to  prevent  the  information 
from  being  used  after  a  decision 
taken  by  his  co-owners  to  exdude 
him  from  participaring  in  the 
project.  The  use  of  die  information 
to  the  plaintiffs  detriment  could 
not  be  retied,  on  by  him  to,  found  an 
action  for  breach  of  confidence 

The  Conn  of  Appeal  so  held  In 
reserved  judgments  allowing  an 
appeal  by  the  second  defendant. 
Michael  Edward  Hartley,  from 
Judge  Kershaw.  QC.  who.  silting 
as  a  judgfeof  the  High  Court  in  the 
Manchester  Mercantile  List  on 
September  20,  1995.  had  given 
judgment  for  the  plaintiff.  Drum¬ 
mond  Murray,  against  Mr 
Hartley  for  a.  sum  to  be  assessed. 
The  judge  had  dismissed  the 
plaintiffs  daim  against  the  first 
defendants.  Yorkshire  Fluid  Man¬ 
agers  Ltd 

Mr  David  Waksman  for  Mr 
Hartley;  MrT.  E.  Shannon  for  Mr 
Murray;  Mr  Steven  Coles  for 
Yorkshire  Fund  Managers  Ltd. 

LORD  JUSTICE  NOURSE  said 
that  in  1991  a  business  plan  and. 
information  regarding  the  pur¬ 
chase  of  a  company.  Servicescape 
Electronics  Lid.  pur  together  by  a 
team  of  persons  that  included  Mr  - 
Murray,  was  highly  confidential 
information. 

Mr  Murray  and  the  other  five 
members  of  the  team  each  had 
equal  rights  in  that  information, 
thus  were  ocHiwners  of  it  Burthere 
was  no  contractual,  fiduciary  dr 
otherspedal  relationship  between 
them.  • 

The  information  was  sub¬ 
sequently.  communicated  by  the 
team  to  the '  defendants,  Mr 
Hartley,  an  investment  manager. 


and  his  employer.  Yorkshire  Fund 
Managers  Ltd. 

Thereafter  Mr  Hartley,  with  the 
consent  of  the  members  of  the  team 
other  than  Mr  Murray.  Had 

started  using  die  information  for 
his  own  benefit  and  for  a  purpose 
detrimental  to  Mr  Murray. 

-  The  question  was.  whether  Mr 
Murray,  not  having  agreed  to  the 
proposal  and  thus  not  having 
consented  to  Mr  Hartley's  use  of 
the  information,  was  entitled  to 
refief  against  Mr  Hartley. 

.  Three  dements  were  required, 
apart  from  contract,  for  an  action 
for  breach  of  confidence  to  succeed: 
first,  the  information  had  to  have 
the  necessary  quality  of  con¬ 
fidence;  second,  the  information 
had  to  have  been  imparted  in 
circumstances  importing  an 
obligation  of  confidence;  and  third, 
an  unauthorised  use  of  that 
information  lo  the  detriment  of  the 
party  communicating  it. 

There  could  be  no  doubt  that  the 
first  two  dements  were  present. 
Everything  depended  on  whether 
there  had  been  an  unauthorised 
use  of  the  information. 

In  Mathers  v  Green  ((1865)  l  Ch 
App  29),  a  decision  approved  by 
the  House  of  Lords  in  Steers  v 
Rogers  fll893|  AC  232).  it  was  held 
that  rate  joint  patentee  of  a  patent 
was  unable  to  control  its  use  by  the 
other  patentee. 

In  Heyl-Diav  Edmunds  ((1891)  81 
LT  579)  a  similar  principle  was 
ajipJied  to  a  secret  process,  it  being 
held  that  one  co-owner  could  not, 
in  the  absence  of  contract,  restrain 
the  other  from  using  it  for  his  own 
benefit 

On  the  basis  of  those  authorities 
Mr  Waksman  submitted  that  each 
.  member  of  the  team,  being  himself 
entitled,  as  against  the  others,  to 
use  the  confidential  information 
for  his  own  benefit,  was  equally 
entitled  to  consent  m  Mr  Hartley 
using  it  for  his  benefit-in  the  way 
that  hehad- 

Whfle  Mr  Wakman*s  sob- 
missions  represented  a  correct 
application  of  the  reasoning  in 
Heyl-Dut,  a  decision  in  the  instant 


case  was  not  in  rest  on  that  os 

alone.  At  the  turn  ^  the  anmr>  8k 

law  relating  w 

Rdence  was  not  as  wdl  developed 

as  it  had  sincE  become. 

jr  was  necessary  to  consider  the 
particular  relationship  betweet 
the  oarties  with  care.  TTw  man- 
hereof  the  ream  had  got  together  to 
acquire  the  assets  of  Seryicesctye 
through  the  medium  of  a  new 

C°Alrbough  there  might  have  beat 
agreement  as  to  the  sums  w  be 
invested,  with  much  remaining  to 
be  agreed  there  could  nevertai^ 
been  a  binding  agreement  that  a a 
the  members  would  omtmue  jo 
participate  and  any  of  them  coub 

have  withdrawn.  _ 

Equally  the  members  other  thffll 
Mr  Murray  had  been  at  Utterly  a 
decide  among  thcrosch.es  that  they 
would  go  ahead  without  hire, 
either  on  their  own  or  with  others. 
Thar  is  what  they  did  and  however 
incensed  Mr  Murray  might  have 
been  at  their  conduct  and  that  a 
Mr  Hartley,  he  had  been  power-, 
(ess  to  prevent  ft.  ,  ' 

It  was  in  thar  context  dial  me 
confidential  information  had  to  be 
considered.  It  came  into  being  ftn 
ifie  purpose  of  fodiitatiog  the 

Initially  it  belonged  to  all  the' 
members  of  the  team.  But  if  one  of 
their  number  could  be  excluded 
hum  the  project,  he  could  not.  after 

hjs  exclusion,  prevent  die  others 
from  using  the  information  as  they 


To  put  it  another  way.  the 
information,  being  an  adjunct  of  a 
relationship  whose  continuation 
Mr  Murray  was  incapable  of 
prolonging,  ceased  to  be  his  prop¬ 
erty  once  the  relationship  was 
dissolve! 

On  (hat  ground  the  question  of 
law  should  be  derided  in  favour  of 
Mr  Hartley. 

Lord  Justice  Schiemann  gave  c 
concurring  judgment  and  Sir  Jobs  ‘ 
Vinefoft  agrettL 

Solicitors:  Eversheds.  Leeds; 
Mainman  Heywood.  Manchester: 
Davies  Arnold  &  Cooper. 


Video  disclosure  not  unlawful 


Regina  v  Brentwood  Bor¬ 
ough  CoirariL  Ex  parte  Peck 
A  local  authority  did  not  act 
unlawfully  in  giving  to  the  media 
copies  of  a  dosed  circuit  television 
recording  made  in  a  public  place. 

Mr  Justice  Harrison  so  held  in 
the  Queen's  Bench  Division  cm 
November  25  when  dismissing  an 
application  for  judicial  review  by 
Geoffrey  Dennis  Peck  of  disclosure 
of  video  recordings  made  by 
Brentwood  Borough  CouncO. 

The  applicant  had  tried  to  com¬ 
mit  suicide  by  cutting  his  wrists 
with  a  knife.  Unknown  to  him  his 
actions  were  video  recorded.  The 
police  released  him  without 
charge. 

Subsequently  the  council  distrib¬ 
uted  copies  of  the  ireadoit  to  the 
media.  The  footage  showed  the 
applicant  walking  along  High 
Street  Brentwood  with  a  knife  but 
did  not  show  him  cutting  his 
wrists.  He  was  recognised  by 
friends  and  neighbours  when  it 
was  shown  on  television  and 
depicted  in  a  local  paper. 

MR  JUSTICE  HARRISON  said- 
that  section  163  of  the  Criminal 


Justice  and  Public. Order  Act  1994 
and  section  111  of  the  Local 
Government  Act  1972  empowered 
the  council  to  provide  and  operate 
dosed  circuit  television  to  promote 
the  prevention  of  crime.  1 1  was  also 
empowered  .to  distribute  video 
recordings  thus  made  to  the  media 
because  that  thereby  fadhtated  tire 


promotion  of  the  prevention  d 
crime. 

While  his  Lordship  had  sym¬ 
pathy  with  the  applicant,  tie 
council  had  not  acted  irrarionall* 
as  it  had  not  known  of  hu 
complaint  until  the  footage  hat 
brim  featured  on  television  and  ir 
a  focal  paper. 


Auditors’  duty 


Coulthard  and  Others  ir  Nev¬ 
ille  Russell  (a  Firm) 

It  was  arguable  that  where  a  firm 
appointed  as  a  company's  accoun¬ 
tants  and  acting  as  its  auditors  was .. 
in  a  position  to  advise  its  directors 
that  malting  loan  payments  to  a 
shell  company  which  had  acquired 
the  company's  issued  share  capital 
to  enable  ft  to  meet  its  financial 
commitments  incurred  by  the  pur¬ 
chase  of  the  shares,  rather  than 
malting  dividend  payments,  would 
involve  infringement  of  section  151 
of  the  Companies  Act  1985  then 
that  firm  owed  a  duty  of  care  at 
common  law  to  give  such  advice  to 


the  directors  of  the  company. 

The  Court  of  Appeal  (Lore 
Justice  Kennedy.  Lord  Justice 
Judge  and  Lord  Justice  Chadwick 
so  stated  on  November  27  wher 
dismissing  an  appeal  by  Neville 
Russell,  a  firm  of  accountants 
against  the  refusal  of  Judge  Man : 
Johnson,  sitting  as  a  judge  of  the 
High  Court  in  the  Queen's  Bench- 
Division,  to  strike  out  the  state¬ 
ment  of  daim  and  dismiss  the 
action  brought  against  the  firm  b} 
David  Caul  than!  Hugh  Shuttle 
word)  and  Alan  Dawes,  director, 
of  a  company  carrying  on  bu  sines 
as  a  members'  agent  for  names  at 
Lloyd's. 
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The  fun  of 
the  cup  — 
and  £10,000 

_ yQU  have  the  skill  to  choose  a 

team  and  win  the  FA  Cup  league? 


A  £10.000  prize  is  up 
for  grabs  for  the 
winner  of  the  brand- 
new  FA  Cup  league, 
a  league  wirhin  the  ITF. 

Entrants  to  ITF  wiU  auto¬ 
matically  score  points  in  the 
FA  Cup  league  when  the 
players  in  their  team  compete 
in  the  FA/Tennems  Cup 
rounds.  From  January  3,  Eng¬ 
lish  Premiership  players  will 
begin  the  knockout  and  Janu¬ 
ary  24  sees  the  start  of  the 
Tennents  Cup  round  involving 
Scottish  premier  division 
reams. 

This  is  your  chance  to 
choose  a  team  specifically  for 
the  FA  Cup  league.  All  plavers 
stan  scoring  when  the  "cup 
rounds  i/ivoliing  English  and 
Scottish  premier  divisions 
begin.  All  reams  Mill  be  allo¬ 
cated  transfers  to  use  at  their 
own  discretion  but  remember, 
the  sooner  you  enter  the  more 
transfers  your  team  will  be 
allocated. 

Any  ream  in  the  ITT  before 
L2  noon  last  Saturday  received 
20  extra  transfers  in  addition 


to  their  present  allocation. 
From  now  on.  all  new  teams 
will  receive  20  transfers  for  the 
duration  of  the  season.  Postal 
entries  must  be  received  by 
Tuesday  December  30  and 
telephone  entries  by  10am  on 
Saturday  January  3  in  order  to 
score  points  from  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  FA  Cup  league 
competition.  Entrants  must  be 
18  years  or  over. 

By  competing  in  the  FA  Cup 
league,  your  players  will  auto¬ 
matically  score  points  for 
matches  played  in  tire  English 
and  Scottish  premier  divisions 
during  the  1997-98  football 
season  as  well  and,  if 
approprate,  in  die  mini 
leagues  —  students'  or  wom¬ 
en’s. 

By  scoring  points  in  the  ITF, 
your  team  could  win  the 
monthly  prizes  of  £1,000.  a 
signed  Mitre  football,  a  Mitre 
sports  bag  and  a  pair  of  tickets 
to  a  premier  league  match  by 
scoring  the  most  points  in  any 
one  month.  The  mini  feague 
(student’s  and  women’s)  also 
carry  monthly  prizes. 
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I0J01 

10201 

10301 

1CM01 

10501 

lOfiOl 

107X11 

1Q702 

1Q001 

10901 

11001 

11002 

11101 

11201 

11301 

11401 

11501 

11601 

11602 

11701 

11801 

11901 

12001 

12101 

12201 

12301 

12401 

12501 

12702 

12601 

12801 

12901 

13001 


J  Leighton 
D  Seaman 
M  Bosnidt 
D  Watson 
T  Flower* 

K  Branagan 
SKerr 
J  Gould 
EDaGoey 
SOgrizovIc 
C  Nash 
K  IBIler 
M  Room 
S  Dykatra 
MNestwater 
N  Southall 
G  Roussel 
C  Raid 

0  GoHskafltsson 
OLehovic 
N  Martyn 
K  Keller 
□  Jamas 
P  Scfimclehel 
S  Howie 
S  Given 
A  Goram 
K  Pressman 

P  Jones 
A  Main 
I  Walker 
L  Mtidosko 
N  Sufilwan 


Aberdeen 
Araend 
Aston  Villa 
Barnsley 

Blackburn  Rowers 

Bolton  Wanderers 

Celtic 

Celtic 

Cnetsea 

Covency  City 

Crystal  Palace 

Crystal  Palace 

Derby  County 

Dundee  United 

Dunfermline 

Evwton 

Hearts 

Htoefraan 

HiOetman 

lamamocfc 
Leeds  Untied 
Lwcestet  Crfy 
UverpooT 

Manchester  Unaed 
Motherwell 
Newcastle  United 
Rangers 

ShetMd  Wednesday 
Southampton 
St  Johnstone 
Tottenham  Holspui 
West  Ham  Untied 
Wimbledon 


2.00 
S  M 
3.00 
1.00 
aso 
150 

4JXJ 

350 

3.00 

150 

025 

aoo 

150 

2.00 

1.00 

200 

350 

150 

1.50 
1.00 
350 
3.00 

3.50 
5.00 
150 
3.00 
5.00 
200 
150 
050 
250 
200 
250 


20201 

20202 

sorts 

20301 

20302 

20303 

20304 
20401 
204Q2 

20403 

20502 

20503 

20601 

21901 
20602 
20603 

20701 

20702 
30703 
20501 
20801 
£0802 
206C3 
2Q9C1 
20903 
205*04 
21001 
21002 
21004 
21101 
21102 
21 103 
21*01 
21402 
214C3 
21404 
21  Ml 
31701 
c'oJ* 
21302 

21902 
22001 
220C3 
£2005 
22i6i 
zrite 
221(52 
22301 
22303 
23303 
223*4 
£2401 
32*02 

22501 

22502 
227C4 
22702 
22X5 
223C-! 

22«a 

22803 

2MC1 

C2VU2 

38WJ 


L  Dixon 
N  Wbiwrbum 
E  Pott! 

S  Staunton 
A  Wright 
S  Grayson 
F  Nelson 
NEaden 
N  Thompson 
D  Barnard 
J  Kettna 
P  Valery 
NCox 
M  Whitlow 
RBfiott 

JPhBUpa 
TBeyd 
TMcKlrday 
J  MeNamara 
G  LeSaux 
DPebresoi 
C  Babayem 
FSmdafr 

0  Burrows 

UKaK 

R  NBfcaon 
D  Gordon 
MEdwcrtty 
J  Smith 
CPowrl! 

D  Yates 
G  Rawed  - 

A  Htachdittc 

E  Barrett 
T  Phelan 
M  Wart 
G  Locke 
D  Ken- 

GKefly 

O  Robertson 

S  Guppy 

SBJomebye 

jMcAfeer 

R  Jones 

DlfWtn 

G  NeviHe 

PNevHie 

5 

W  Beftan 

jprrestord 

S  Faarea 
A  CJaland 
SStansaas 
PBtondeau 
1  Nolan 
j  Dodd 
FBanaH 
5  Chartion 
C  Wilson 
j  Edinburgh 
SCan 
J  Dicks 
AMipey 
T  Breockw 


Arsenal 
Arsenal 
Arsenal 
Aston  VWa 
Aston  ViBa 
Aston  VBta 
Aston  Wile 
Barnsley 
Barnsley 
Barnsley 

Blackburn  Rovers 

HscMxen  How's 

Boll  on  Wanderers 

Boton  Wanderers 

Botton  Wanderers 

Boflon  Wanderers 

Celtic 

Celtic 

Celtic 

Chelsea 
Chelsea 
Chelsea 
Chelsea 
Coventry  City 
Coventry  City 
Coventry  City 
Crystal  Palace 
Crystal  Palace 
Crysfrf  Pafece 

Dwtoy  County 

Derby  County 

Derby  County 

Evarton 

Everton 

Ewrmn 

Evoteh 

Hearts 

KHmanwr* 

Leeds  United 
Leeds  United 
Leicester  CKy 
Liverpool 
Liverpool 
Liverpool 

Manchester  IWwd 

Manchester  H™*** 
Manchester  Unked 

NowCMlteUiatad 
Newwstto  Unnad 

Newcastle  Un«™ 
fja*aaSf&  Unnpd 
Rangers 


Sheffield  Wednesday 
Sheffield  Wednesday 

Southampton 

Southampton 

Southampton 

Tottenham 
Tottenham  Hospur 
Tottenham  Ho®P^ 

WWt  Ham  Unted 
Wea  Ham  Unted 

West  Ham  Unted 


350 

3.00 

350 

2.50 

2.50 
2.00 
200 
050 
0.60 
1.00 
3.00 
£50 
2.00 
150 
200 
150 
350 

3.50 
3.00 
4.00 
4.00 
2.00 
200 
1.00 
150 
1.00 

1.50 
150 
150 
1.30 
1  00 
1.50 
250 
1.50 
150 

1.50 
150 
100 
250 
250 
250 
300 
3J00 
3.00 
4.00 
350 

3.50 
3.00 
200 
2.00 
3.00 
350 
3J0O 
200 
20 0 

1.50 
0.75 
0l75 
200 
2.00 
200 
3.00 
1.50 
200 


;^.3U 


zu  zub  msihBf: 


. .  j  Study  the  Cup  draw  (die  Scottish  draw  will  be  made 
{n  January)  and  the  list  of  players.  Select  your  team 
^  1.  as  follows: 

f7  i&^You  have  £35  million  to  spend  on  a  team  of  11 
:  players  and  a  manager.  t‘: 

You  must  pick  1  goalkeeper,  2  full  backs,  2  central 
defenders,  4  midfielders,  2  strikers  and  a  manager. 
You  rnust  not  pick  more  than  two  Individuals  {two 
players. or  one  player  and  a  manager)  from  the  . 
same  club. 

Your  team  must  be  made  up  of  12  individuals  at 
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ss 


Once  you  have  selected  your  team,  simply  complete  _. 

Reentry  form  and  send  it  with  a  chequeor  postat  . 

\  order  for  £2.payable  to  Times  Newspapers  to  the  f  ? 
address  on  the  application  toon.  Entries  from  ~V^' 
outside  the  UK  and  RepuWk  of  Ireland  are  £10/1  :  v , 

sterling  and  may.  only  be  made  by  post.  •  :  iiV- w  •. 


if. 


JiSvSJs5c'?- 


0891  405  011 

(Republic  of  Ireland  +44  990  100  308) 

Once  you  have  chosen  your  team,  call  the  entry 
hotline,  using  a  Touch-tone  (DTMF)  telephone  (most 
push-button  telephones  with  a  *  and  a  hash  key 
are  Touch-tone)  and  follow  the  step-by-step 
instructions.  You  must  tap  in  (not  speak  j  the  full 
set  of  selections  (using  the  five-digit  player  codes) 
for  each  of  your  11  chosen  players  and  your 
manager.  You  will  be  asked  whether  you  wish  to 
enter  one  of  the  mini  leagues  (women’s  or  students') 
if  appropriate.  If  so.  do  so  as  directed  on  the 
telephone.  You  must  speak  the  name  of  your  team 
(no  more  then  16  characters),  your  name,  address 
with  postcode  and  your  daytime  telephone  number. 
Finally,  you  will  be  given  a  ten-digit  personal 
identification  number  (PIN)  at  the  end  of  the  call. 
You  must  keep  a  note  of  this  number  as  you  will 
need  your  PIN  for  making  transfers  and  checking 
your  team  score.  (A  new  team  will  score  points  on 
future  games  in  the  ITF  and  mini  league.)  Calls  last 
about  eight  minutes  and  cost  50p  per  minute  (calls 
made  from  a  pay  phone  cost  approximately  double). 
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23001 

B  Thatcher 

Wimbledon 

200 

23002 

K  Cunnlngha>n 

Wimbledon 

200 

23003 

A  Kimble 

Wimbledon 

200 

\r~rn 

:RS 

Price  £m 

3 0101 

30201 

30202 

30203 

30204 

30301 

30302 

30401 

30402 

30403 

30902 

30504 

30505 

30601 

30602 

30603 

30604 

30701 

30702 

30703 

30704 

30801 

30802 

30803 

30804 
30601 
30802 

30903 

31001 

31002 

31003 

31004 

31101 

31102 
31 201 
31301 
31401 
3T4Q2 
31404 
31501 
31801 

31801 

31802 

31803 

31804 

31901 

31 902 

31903 

31904 

32001 

32002 

32003 
30501 

32101 

32102 

32301 

32302 

32303 

32304 

32401 

32402 

32403 

32404 

32501 

32502 

32503 
32701 
3270? 
32704 
32601 

32801 

32802 

32803 

32804 
32801 

32902 
31403 

32903 

32904 

33001 

33002 


SOM 
T  Adana 
MKawn 
GGrimandl 
5  Boutd 
GBoulhgato 
UEWogu 
ADeZeeuw 
A  Hows 
MAppieby 
C  Hondrjr 
S  HoftcboK 
T  Pedersen 
G Taggart 

G  Barguon 
CFMrdough 
MFMi 
E  Amonl 
UHieKay 
AStobbs 
M  Risper 
F  Loboout 
MDuberry 
S  Clarke 
BLambourdo 
LDoWi 
R  Show 
P  WUBoms 
A  Roberts 
A  Llnlghan 

DTuffle 
HKreidtamon 
ISttmoc 
J  Laurean 
SPrss^ay 
G  ShMrfs 
S  Bffic 
D  Watson 
CTUer 
D  Weir 
J  Hughes 
DWettimfl 
GKsDe 
RMotenaar 
L  Radebe 
MEBon 
P  Kaamarfc 
SWaWt 
S  Prior 
M  Wright 
□  MotSco 
B  Kvanrw 
H  Berg 
D  May 
G  PaJostw 
P  Albert 
DPeaeoc* 

SHowoy 
A  Ptetone 
S  Porrinl 
JBJoriduM 
L  Amoroso 

HQougft 
D  Waiter 
J  Nnaant 
P  Atherton 
RDiydon 
C  Lundekvam 
KMonkou 
SMcCtoskey 
S  Campbefl 
J  Scales 
R  Vega 
CCJetetvoed 
RFvrdtoand 
RHaO 
DUnwrorth 
S  Potts 
I  Pwree 
C  Perry 
DBlacnefl 


Aberdeen 

Arsenal 

Areenal 

Arsenal 

A/ser3l 

Aston  Vila 

Astm  Vfte 

Barnsley 

Barnsley 

Barnsley 

BtacMaan  RotMrs 

BtecMsim  Rovers 

Blackburn  Rovers 

Bolton  Wanderers 

Bolton  Wanderers 

Bohon  Wanderers 

Boton  Wanderers 

Cette 

Cefttc 

Celtic 

CefiK 

Chttoee 

CJwtoes 

Cheteea 

Crietsee 

Coverary  CT> 

Coventry  Ciy 
Coventry  City 
Crystal  Palace 
Crystal  Palace 
Crystal  Palace 
Crystal  Palace 
Derby  Courey 
Derby  County 
Dmiee  Unttad 
Disitorrnlkw 
Everton 
Everton 
Everton 
Hearts 
Htoemian 
Leeds  Ureied 
Leeds  Un  led 
Leeds  Unaed 
Leeds  Unaed 
Leicester  City 
Leicester  City 
Lateen  or  City 
Leicester  City 
Liverpool 
Liverpool 
Liverpool 

Manchester  Unaed 
Msncnester  United 
MamJwsler  United 
Newcastle  United 
Nmvcasfle  L/nArd 
NewcaailF  United 
Newcastle  LMod 
Rangers 
Rangers 
Rangers 


}  Wednesday 
Sheffield  Wednesday 
Sbsftwttl  Wertrwsday 
SouUwnpnr 
Southampton 
SouHumpton 
St  Johnstone 
Tottenham  Holspur 
Tottenham  Hotspur 
Tottenham  Hotspur 
Tottenham  Hotspur 
West  Ham  Une-d 
West  Ham  Umed 
West  Ham  United 
West  Ham  United 
Wbs  Ham  Undod 
Wimbledon 
Wimbledon 


200 
300 
350 
2-00 
300 
3.00 
3.00 
150 
05b 
05b 
3.00 
290 
2.00 
1.50 
150 
U» 
150 
1  50 
3.00 
3.00 
300 
3.00 
350 
260 
250 
ISO 
150 
1.50 
1.50 
075 
0.75 
150 
250 
150 
2.00 

1.50 
250 
2.00 
150 
£00 
2.00 

2.50 
200 
200 
200 
350 
200 
250 
200 
300 
3X0 
350 

3.50 
350 
350 
250 
3.00 
200 
350 

3.50 
350 
350 
4.00 
240 
240 
200 
140 
1  00 
100 
050 
250 
250 
240 
240 
250 
240 
ZOO 
150 
240 
sen 

2.50 


40101 

4010? 

40201 

40202 

40203 

40204 

40205 

40301 

4 0302 

40401 

40402 

40403 

40404 

40501 

40502 


EJeto 
p  Bernard 
llOwmst 
PVMra 
S  Hughes 
R  Parlour 
DPtan 
U  Draper 
ITayfor 
N  Redteem 
ETMder 
□  Sheridan 
M  Bullock 
JWKctn 
BMcKMay 


Aberdeen 

Abadeen 

Areernl 

Arsenal 

Arsenal 

Arsenal 

Arsenal 

AstonVUa 

Aston  VRa 

Bemley 

Barnsley 

Barnsley 

Barnsley 

Kaekbuffl  Rovers 
Blackburn  Rcwers 


2.00 


40503 

40504 

40601 

40602 

40603 
<0604 
40605 

40701 

40702 

42503 

40704 

40705 
40801 
40002 
40803 
<0804 

40901 

40902 
4Q9C3 
40904 

41002 

41003 
<1004 
41005 

41101 

41102 
47103 

41104 

41105 

41106 
412171 
41301 
<1401 

41402 

41403 

41404 

41405 
41601 

41601 

41602 
41701 

41001 

41801 

41802 

41803 

41804 
<1801 

41002 
<1903 
41904 
<2001 

42002 

42003 
420CK 
42006 
<2101 

42102 

42103 

42104 

42105 
42201 
<2301 

42302 

42303 

42005 

42401 

42402 

42403 
42<W 

42501 
<2701 

42502 

42504 
<2505 
42702 

42704 

42705 

42706 
42601 

42801 

42802 

42803 
42504 
42805 

42901 

42902 

42903 

43001 

43002 
<3003 
<290< 
4300< 


T  Sherwood 
G  FUtcroft 
A  Thompson 
S  Sellars 
P  Frandsen 
M  Johansen 
J  Pollock 
A  Thom 
P  O'Donnell 
R  Blinker 
C  Burtoy 
P  Lambert 
D  Wise 
RDIMotteo 
E  Newton 
G  Poyet 
G  McAUtataf 
TSoltuedl 
JSateko 
P  Teller 
S  Rodger 
D  Pitcher 
P  Wartnirct 
A  Lombardo 
A  Asanovtc 
S  Eranlo 
D  PomD 
CDaiUy 
R  Van  DerLaen 
J  Hunt 
R  Winters 
A  Smith 
G Speed 
J  Parkins on 
C  Ferreliy 
0  WttUemson 
J  Ostor 
N  McCann 
C Jackson 
BLavety 
J  McIntyre 
0  HopUn 
LBoeryer 
A  Haaland 
L  Sharpe 
B  Rbotto 
G  Parker 
N  Lennon 

M  tzzst 
S  Taylor 
SUcMansman 
O  Leonhardsen 
M  Thomas 
J  Redknapp 
P  Incc 
0  Beckham 

RGigSS 
R  Keene 
N  Butt 
A  Cote 
B  Davies 
R  Lee 
K  Gillespie 
D  Betty 
J  Barnes 
SLoudrup 

P  Gascoigne 

J  Them 
J  Alberta 
B  Carbone 

JMaflHori 

M  Pam  bridge 
G  Hyde 
G  WhMngtiam 
R  Slater 
K  Richardson 
C  Palmer 
U  Oakley 
ASakerBoglu 
A  Sin  Ion 
D  Anderfon 
R  Fox 
DHoweHs 
D  Gin  o  la 
E  Berkovic 
S  Lomas 
J  Moncur 
R  Earle 
N  Ardley 
V  Jones 
M  Hughes 
C  Hughes 


Blackburn  Rovers 
Blackburn  Rovers 
Botton  Wanderers 
Botton  Wanderers 
Botton  Wanderers  ■ 
Botton  Wanderers 
Button  Wanderers 
Celtic 
Celtic 
Celito 
Celtic 
CXlic 
Chelsea 
Ctnalsaa 
Chetsee 
Chelsea 
Coventry  City 
Coventry  City 
Coventry  C*v 
Coventry  City 
Crystal  R stare 
Crystal  Palace 
Crystal  Palace 
Crystal  Palace 
Derby  County 
Derby  County 
Derby  County 
Derby  County 
Derby  County 
Derby  County 
Dundee  United 
Dunf  ermine 

Evenon 

Everton 

Everton 

Everton 

Everton 

Hesrrs 

Hibenvan 

Hibernian 

Klmamodi 

Leeds  United 

Leeds  United 

Leeds  United 

Leeos  United 

Leeds  United 

Leicester  City 

Leicester  Cir/ 

Leicester  City 

Leicester  City 

Liverpool 

Liverpool 

UverpOW 

Lrterpool 

Liverpool 

Moncnester  United 
lAancnester  United 
Manchester  United 
Mancnestei  United 
Manchester  United 
Uotttemal 
Nen-casrle  United 
Newcastle  United 
Newcastle  L'fiiteo 
Newtasne  Untted 
Rangers 
Rangers 
Rangers 
Rangetc 

Snedield  Wednesdev 
Sheflie'id  Wecncsday 
Sheffield  Wednesday 
Shemetd  Wednesday 
Shetfielri  Wednesday' 
Souttrampron 
Sr-Ahantpior 

Sbifihampun 

SOirthampt-Tn 
S:  Jpnns-one 
Tmtairtam  rioispur 
TocenraTi  Hcispo 
Tonennam  Hotspur 
Tosertrum  MOOpur 
Tonenharr.  HC'tspur 
West  Han  Ur.ned 
West  Ham  Untied 
west  Ham  United 
Wimble  atm 
WMAdon 
WimWetJon 
Wimbledon 
Wimbledon 


3.00 

300 

250 

200 

200 

2<» 

200 

4.50 
3  0i? 
3.00 
300 
300 

3.50 
400 

1.50 
3.00 
250 
ISO 

1.50 
1  50 
1.00 
025 
1  50 
300 
250 

3.50 

1.50 

1.50 
1  00 
1  CO 
350 
350 

3.50 

1  50 

1.50 
200 
250 
350 
200 
2 00 
200 
3  SO 
3.00 
2.00 
250 

2  50 
200 
20 0 
200 

1.50 

D  00 

3.00 

3.00 

3.00 

400 

BOO 

700 

500 

400 

700 

200 

500 

3.50 
250 
300 

6.50 
600 
3.00 
400 
3.00 
2.00 
200 
1  00 
ISO 
0.7S 
050 
200 

1.50 
075 
300 
300 
200 
200 
3.00 
250 

2.50 
200 
4.00 
200 
2.00 
200 

1.50 


Code 


Nairn 


Team 


Price  £m! 


200 

530 

3J0 

50101 

8  Dodds 

Abet  dean 

200 

50201 

1  Wright 

Arsenal 

250 

1.50 

50203 

S0301 

D  Berakamp 

DYorite 

Areenel 

Aston  Vila 

3.00 

50302 

SCoflymore 

Asian  '/Ba 

250 

5003 

SMOocevic 

Aston  Villa 

3.00 

50401 

G  Hristuv 

Barneley 

200 

50W2 

j  Hendrte 

BarndBy 

1.00 

51102 

AWard 

Barnsley 

OiO 

604  03 

C  Marcel  le 

Bamstev 

3.00 

50501 

K  Gafiacher 

Blackburn  Rovers 

200 

60502 

MDahnn 

Black  burn  Rovers 

4.00 

7.50 
8b0 
600 
5.00 
J0D 
1  50 

1.50 
200 
1.00 

5.50 
4.00 


50503 

C  Sutton 

Blackburn  Rovere 

600 

50602 

N  Blake 

Bolton  Wanderers 

3  50 

50603 

P  Beardsley 

Botton  Wanderers 

2. 00 

63003 

D  Holdsworth 

Bolton  Wanderers 

too 

S1601 

□  Jackson 

Cetnc 

<00 

50703 

T  Johnson 

Celtic 

2.50 

50704 

S  Donnelly 

Celtic 

4.50 

50705 

H  Larsson 

Celtic 

4.50 

50801 

G  Zola 

Chelsea 

700 

50002 

M  Hughes 

Chelsea 

5.00 

50SO1 

D  Dublin 

Covenlty  C*ry 

5.00 

50902 

□  Huckcrby 

Covenny  ijry 

2.50 

50903 

N  Whelan 

Coventry  City 

200 

5r001 

N  Shipped  ay 

Crystal  Palace 

1  50 

51003 

B  Dyer 

Crystal  Palace 

2 'Xi 

51004 

M  Pad  o  van  o 

Crystal  Palace 

2.50 

51101 

DSturridge 

Derby  County 

4  00 

51103 

F  Balano 

Derby  County 

<5Cl 

51104 

D  Burton 

De*by  County 

51105 

P  Wanchope 

Derby  County 

3  60 

51201 

A  McLaren 

Dundee  Untied 

51202 

K  Ototsson 

Dundee  United 

400 

5 130) 

G  BrfQon 

Duntermiine 

2.00 

51401 

D  Ferguson 

Everton 

4.00 

51402 

N  Barmby 

Everton 

300 

St  404 

D  Cadamartort 

Even  on 

2  50 

S1S01 

J  Robertson 

Hearts 

2  50 

Si  502 

J  Ham  St  on 

Hearts 

300 

Sl«53? 

S  Crawford 

Hibernian 

J.00 

Si  701 

P  Wright 

Hknamcck 

5.00 

SI  702 

A  Mitchell 

Kilmarnock 

Si80i 

J  Hassetbah* 

Leeds  Unaed 

3  00 

St  tea 

R  Wallace 

Leeds  United 

3  50 

51804 

H  Kewell 

Leeds  Unned 

2.00 

51901 

S  Cbridge 

LnicesiBt  Cay 

250 

51902 

E  Heskoy 

Leicester  City 

51903 

1  MarshoB 

Leicester  City 

2.50 

51604 

G  Fenton 

LekesiBt  City 

200 

52001 

H  Fowler 

Liverpool 

eoo 

52002 

P  Berger 

Liverpool 

300 

52003 

KfOedle 

Liverpool 

4  50 

52004 

M  Owen 

Liverpool 

4.50 

52101 

O  Sotekjaer 

Manchester  Lmited 

7.50 

52102 

T  Sheringluon 

Manchester  United 

7.00 

52103 

PScholes 

Manchester  United 

6.00 

52201 

O  Coyle 

Motherwell 

3  00 

52202 

T  Coyne 

Motherwrsfl 

ZOO 

52301 

A  Shearer 

Newcastle  United 

10  00 

52303 

F  Asprftta 

Newcastle  United 

6.00 

52304 

J  Tomasson 

Newcastle  United 

2  00 

52401 

U  Negri 

Rangers 

850 

52402 

S  R oaentol 

Rangers 

3^0 

52403 

GOurte 

Rangers 

3.00 

52501 

A  Booth 

Shelbetd  Wednesday 

300 

50702 

PDI  Canto 

SheflieW  Wednesday 

3.00 

52503 

R  Hianphreya 

Sfiettiek]  Wednesday 

2  00 

52701 

U  Le  Toiler 

Eouthampion 

7  00 

52502 

D  Kb-st 

Souihampion 

2.50 

£2702 

EOdenalad 

Soutnampion 

4.00 

52704 

K  Davies 

Southampton 

3  50 

52fiui 

O  O'Boyle 

St  .tohretone 

1  50 

32602 

R  Grant 

SI  Johnstone 

1  00 

52801 

S  Itrorson 

Tottenham  Hotspur 

3.50 

52302 

Lrtrdwwd 

Tottenham  Hotspur 

7.59 

52802 

C  Armstrong 

Tottenham  Hotspot 

3.50 

52803 

J  Doming  oes 

Tottenham  Holspui 

3.0*3 

52901 

J  Hartson 

West  Ham  United 

4  50 

52902 

P  ntson 

West  Ham  United 

3.00 

52903 

(□onto 

West  Ham  United 

I  50 

53001 

MGayte 

Wimbledon 

4.CJD 

53002 

EEkoku 

Wimbledon 

53004 

CCtxt 

Wimbledon 

3.00 

iy? j?  .L-i-rt --a-ar.-Sr  --  -. 


[Code 

Name 

Team 

Price  £m  1 

60102 

A  Milter 

Aberdeen 

1.50 

60201 

A  Wenger 

Arsenal 

5  00 

£0301 

B  Linie 

Aston  Villa 

2.50 

60401 

D  Wilson 

Barnsley 

060 

60501 

R  Hodgson 

C  Todd 

Blackburn  Rovers 

3.50 

60601 

Bolton  Wandetexs 

1.50 

60701 

W Jansen 

Celtic 

4.0Q 

60801 

R  Gullit 

ChebM 

3.50 

60901 

G  Straehan 

Coventry  City 

1.00 

61001 

S  Coppell 

Crystal  Patent 

0.75 

61101 

61201 

J  Smith 

T  McLean 

Detby  Counry 

Dundee  United 

2.50 

2.C»3 

6T»t 

BPMon 

DimJemsnt? 

1.00 

61401 

H  Kendall 

Everton 

2.00 

61501 

J  Jefferies 

Hearts 

3.50 

S1601 

61701 

J  Duffy 

BWU  Damson 

rfbemian 

Kflmsmoch 

2.00 

1.00 

£1901 

G  Graham 

Leeds  United 

3.00 

61901 

UO'NbIH 

Letcesiet  Ccy 

2.60 

62001 

R  Evans 

Lh  ci  pool 

3.00 

S2T01 

A  Ferguson 

Manchester  United 

5.00 

62201 

A  McLeEsh 

MothcrweD 

1.00 

62301 

K  Dalglish 

Newcastle  United 

4.00 

82401 

W  Smith 

Rangers 

?.«' 

62502 

R  Atkinson 

Sheifieid  Wednasday 

ISO 

62701 

O Janas 

Southampton 

0.50 

62601 

PSturrock 

St  Johnstone 

0  50 

52802 

C  Gross 

Tottenham  Hotspur 

2  00 

62301 

H  Redknapp 

West  Ham  United 

2.00 

63001 

J  fGnncar 

Wimbledon 

2.00 

42  SPORT 


SAILING 


Cayard  in 
front  by  a 
nose  as  fleet 


nears  turn 


By  Edward  Gorman,  sailing  correspondent 


IT  IS  not  often  that  a  profes¬ 
sional  yacht  racing  skipper 
refers  to  his  boat  as  a  horse, 
but  then  Paul  Cayard,  at  the 
wheel  of  EF  Language,  has 
never  failed  to  impress  with 
his  imaginative  and  lucid 
interpretation  of  situations 
during  his  first  Whitbread 
Round  The  World  Race. 

The  Californian  was  in  good 
spirits  yesterday  as  EF  Lan¬ 
guage  again  popped  out  at  the 
head  of  the  nine-boat  fleet  on 
the  difficult  third  leg  from 
Fremantle  to  Sydney,  one 
characterised  by  windward 
sailing  and  weather  maps 
dominated  by  high  pressure. 

“We  are  into  miles-at-the- 
bam  mode,"  Cayard.  who  was 
enjoying  a  12-mile  lead  over 
Gunnar  Krantz.  in  Swedish 
Match ,  in  second  place,  said. 
"This  horse  can  smell  the  bam 
and  it's  hoofin'  as  fast  as  it 
can.” 

EF  Language  was  making 
ten  knots  in  14  knots  of  breeze 
from  the  south  and  heading 
straight  for  Cape  Otway  at  the 
western  entrance  to  the  Bass 
StraiL  600  miles  ahead. 

Cayard  and  Krantz  have 
benefited  from  steering  a  mid- 
dle-of-the- fleet  course  during 
the  past  two  days.  The  field  is 
still  spread  out  over  a  north - 
south  axis  of  175  miles. 

Lawrie  Smith,  on  Silk  Cut, 
is  furthest  north,  with  Chessie 


Cayard:  in  good  spirits 


Latest  positions,  page  45 


?  Sheehan  on  bridge 


By  Robert  Sheehan,  bridge  correspondent 


The  suit  combination  in  which  there  is  most  scope  for  delicate 
play  is  where  the  declarer  has  nine  cards  missing  just  the  queen. 
Here  is  another  variation  on  the  theme. 

Dealer  East  N-S  game  and  60  Robber  bridge 


*9 

«Q84 

♦  K  109  6  5  3 

*QJ5 


•  864 

•  AK  J  3 

•  AQ 
*K974 

7  wT  / 

W  •  '  E 


♦  A  7  S  3 
▼  9 

♦  J87 

♦  A10B63 


•  K  Q  J  10  2 
V107B52 

•  42 
*2 


Contract  Four  Spades  doubled,  by  South.  Lead;  Ten  of  diamonds 


After  two  passes.  West  opened 
Three  Diamonds.  North  dou¬ 
bled  and  East  bid  Four  Dia¬ 
monds.  1  was  South,  and  bid 
Four  Spades.  That  went  back 
to  East,  who  doubled.  I  had 
just  lost  successively  a  22-point 
and  a  32-point  rubber  in  the 
TGR  E100  game,  and  1  threw 
away  another  £1.000  on  this 
hand.  The  queen  of  diamonds 
held  the  first  trick  and  1  played 
a  spade  to  the  king.  Now’  how 
should  I  continue? 

East  was  Robert  Rickman, 
who  played  for  Australia  in 
the  recent  Bermuda  Bowl. 
Obviously,  if  l  continued  with 
another  high  spade,  he  would 
duck;  was  there  any  better 
play  than  continuing  trumps? 

In  practice,  I  did  play  a 
second  high  trump,  ducked 
again  by  East.  He  took  the 
third  round  and  returned  a 
diamond.  Now  I  was  stuck  in 
dummy,  and  to  avoid  losing 
control  had  to  play  ace  and 
king  of  hearts:  when  East 
ruffed  the  second  round.  1  was 
one  off. 

There  is  a  dear  safety  play 
on  ilils  hand.  After  one  round 


of  trumps,  I  should  have 
played  a  heart  to  the  king. 
Now  [  play  a  second  spade. 
East’s  best  play  is  to  duck  (else 
I  have  communication  to  draw 
trumps  before  tackling  the 
hearts),  and  now  I  play  a 
second  heart,  finessing  the 
jack  when  West  fallows  small. 

The  beauty  of  this  play  is 
that.  wheLher  East  ruffs  or 
wins  with  die  queen,  hearts 
are  set  up. 

The  difference  from  my  line 
of  play  is  that  I  lose  only  one 
heart  trick  (obviously  West 
cannot  have  the  ace  of  dubs 
after  East’s  double,  so  there  is 
no  danger  of  losing  two  heart 
ruffs).  Haying  as  I  did  at  the 
table,  I  managed  to  lose  both  a 
ruff  and  a  heart  trick,  /yinoy- 
ing  —  1  wrote  about  this  type 
of  play  a  few  months  ago. 

□  The  Macallan  Iniemadonal 
Bridge  Pairs  Championship  1998 
will  be  played  at  The  White  House 
Hotel.  Albany  Street,  London  NW1 
from  Wednesday  January  21  ro 
Friday  January  23.  Tickets  and 
information  are  available  from  the 
Macallan  Box  Office,  31  Queens 
Road.  Monlake,  London  SW14 
8PH.  Tel:  0181-878  5844. 


.  WORD?  WATCHING 


By  Philip  Howard 


HYGRIC 

a.  A  mythical  beast 

b.  To  do  with  water 

c.  A  lost  language 


MANDAT 

a.  Revolutionary  money 

b.  The  Jersey  Parliament 

c.  "Let  Justice  be  Done!" 


NANDI 

a.  A  bull 

b.  Unleavened  bread 

c.  An  effeminate  man 

HOICK 

a.  A  country  bumpkin 

b.  An  Amerindian  language 


c.  A  cricket  shot 

Answers  on  page  45 
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Women  thrive  in  league  of  their  own 


squash 


SARAH 

POTTER 


Marshall 
ready 
for  life  at 
the  top 


By  Colin  McQviuan 


mm 


Racing .  Toshiba,  Merit  Cup 
and  EF  Education  below  him. 
To  die  south  of  Cayard.  Inno¬ 
vation  Kvaemer  and  Brunel- 
Sunergy,  which  have  taken 
what  most  of  the  other  skip¬ 
pers  regard  as  a  flyer. 
Kvaemer  improved  her  pos¬ 
ition  from  last  to  sixth  yester¬ 
day.  but  may  have  stalled 
slightly. 

Cayard  predicts  the  derisive 
phase  may  be  when  the  fleet 
turns  north  after  passing 
through  the  Strait.  “Really, 
things  are  very  dose  and 
considering  the  spread  of  the 
fleer ...  the  weather  will  make 
all  the  difference.  If  nothing 
major  happens,  we  will  all 
arrive  at  Bass  Strait  in  a  tight 
pack  and  save  the  excitement 
for  the  beat  up  the  east  coast  of 
Oz,”  he  said. 

Grant  Dalton  is  continuing 
to  feel  the  heat  with  Merit 
Cup,  lying  further  north,  but 
still  down  the  pack  in  seventh 
position.  "We  are  doing  a  lot  of 
worrying.  I  can  assure  you.” 
Dalton  said.  ‘There  is  a  big 
splir  in  the  fleet  —  north  and 
south  —  and  two  very  separate 
feelings  on  how  best  to  get 
there  (the  Straitj.  Only  one 
thing  is  sure — some  boats  will 
be  veiy  wrong,  but  it  may  take 
another  36  hours  before  it 
properly  unfolds. 

“We  have  decided  to  travel 
over  the  top  of  the  high 
pressure  that  is  pushing  into 
the  Bight  on  the  basis  that  the 
south  should  eventually  run 
out  of  wind  and  the  only  wind 
in  town  will  be  in  the  north  V 

The  question  mark  at  the 
end  of  that  sentence  in  Dal¬ 
ton's  e-mail  communication 
was  his  own.  perhaps  an 
indication  of  just  how  anxious 
the  Aucklander  and  Mike 
Quilter,  the  navigator,  must 
be  feeling,  knowing  that  their 
derisions  could  determine 
whether  Merit  Cup  will  still 
be  in  the  running  for  overall 
honours  at  the  end  of  this  leg. 


Sjr/rS'n 


mmm 


Rugby  league,  perhaps 
the  most  masculine  of 
sports,  is  undergoing 
another  facelift  No  sooner 
has  the  Super  League  substi¬ 
tuted  winter  mud  for  summer 
razzmatazz  than  Jackie  Shel¬ 
don  is  spreading  the  news  that 
women  can  play  too. 

The  British  Amateur  Rugby 
League  Association  (Barla) 
agrees  and  has  appointed 
Sheldon,  35.  as  die  first  wom¬ 
en's  national  development  of¬ 
ficer .  This  new  post,  funded 
by  die  Sports  Council,  will  run 
for  12  months.  “The  job  has  a 
wide  remit"  Sheldon  said.  “I 
want  to  get  a  proper  structure 
in  place  for  women  to  play, 
coach  and  run  their  own 
game.” 

That  women  play  at  all  may 
come  as  a  surprise  to  anyone 
living  south  of  the  Pennines. 
According  to  Sheldon,  there 
are  about  500  women  playing 
rugby  league;  all  in  the  north 
of  England  at  present  The 
Women’s  Rugby  League  As¬ 
sociation  was  formed  in  1986 
and  there  are  two  divisions  in 
its  national  league.  A  Great 
Britain  squad  was  first 
assembled  in  1995,  Sheldon 
herself  played  up  until  this 
year  and  is  now  the  most 
qualified  coach  in  the  wom¬ 
en’s  game. 

She  hopes  that  the  interest 
generated  by  teams  such  as 
the  London  Broncos  will  help 
to  shift  the  appeal  of  the  game 
southwards.  There  was  a 
women's  dub  in  Fulham  dur¬ 
ing  the  late  Eighties.  “They 
were  often  short  of  players 
and  used  to  travel  hundreds  of 
miles  in  their  van  every  week 
to  play,”  Sheldon  said.  “1 
remember  hearing  that  they 
picked  up  a  hitch-hiker  once, 
on  condition  that  she  played 
in  the  game!” 

While  working  as  a  co¬ 
ordinator  for  the  Action  Sport 


sxzzi zzrtstM,/* 
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Sheldon  is  hoping  to  find  new  converts  to  the  cause  of  rugby  league  among  women  in  the  south  of  England 


project  in  Featherstone  in 
1988,  Sheldon  had  no  shortage 
of  volunteers  wanting  to  try 
the  sport.  “1  can  remember 
that  first  session.  It  was  bitter¬ 
ly  cold,  the  first  Friday  night 
after  Christmas.  We  weren’t 
allowed  on  the  pitch,  in  case 
we  churned  it  up  too  much,  so 
we  just  ran  around  on  the 
side.  But  we  had  19  women 
turn  up  and  from  that  we 
formed  two  learns,  Redhill 
and  Wakefield  Panthers.” 

Featherstone,  Sheldon's 
home  town,  is  in  the  heartland 
of  rugby  league.  Her  two 
brothers  are  similarly  pass¬ 
ionate  about  the  game  and 
she  remembers  the  girls  play¬ 
ing  at  her  school.  “I  can  recall 
when  Featherstone  got  to 
Wembley  and  what  it  felt  like 
for  the  town,"  she  said.  “It's 
very  much  a  traditional 
stronghold  and,  when  the 
team  went  round  in  their  bus 


after  being  at  Wembley,  every¬ 
one  came  out  to  cheer.” 

She  regrets  that,  in  the  new- 
look  men’s  game,  some  of  the 
smaller  dubs,  such  as 
Feathersfone  Rovers,  are  get¬ 
ting  weaker  while  the  big 
ones,  such  as  Bradford  Bulls, 
are  getting  stronger.  "You 
can't  make  the  same  assump¬ 
tions  any  more,”  she  said. 
"The  duos  need  to  put  some¬ 
thing  back  into  the  local 
community  and  the  ones  that 
are  doing  that  are  reaping  the 
benefiL” 

Wakefield  Panthers  are  the 
dominant  force  in  the  wom¬ 
en’s  game.  Unbeaten  in  seven 
years,  they  have  a  growing 
reputation  and  support  Shel¬ 
don,  who  bears  a  striking 
resemblance  to  the  singer. 
Debbie  Harry,  of  Blondie. 
does  not  look  big  enough  or 
mean  enough  to  have  played 
as  a  second-row  forward.  She 


is  certain,  though,  that  women 
have  more  than  enough  skill 
and  power  to  play  an  enter¬ 
taining  game. 

The  Australians  seem  to 
agree:  In  August  1996;  after 
Britain  players  bad  raised  die 
necessary  £70.000.  Sheklon 
and  her  team-mates  went  on  a 
tour  that  included  three  inter¬ 
nationals  and  took  in  Sydney. 
Canberra  and  Brisbane. 


"ft  was  an  amazing 
I  achievement  just  to  get 
M.  there,”  she  said.  “To  win 
the  series  2-1  was  absolutely 
fantastic.  We  had  loads  of 
publicity,  even  the  taxi  drivers 
recognised  us.  The  tour  was 
very  tough  and  although  we 
were  all  ready  to  come  home, 
when  we  landed  in  England 
we  felt  very  fiat  There  was 
just  no  interesL” 

Sheldon  now  believes  that 
was  a  defining  moment  for 


the  women!s  game.  “From 
that  trip,  we  realised  we  had 
potential  and  that  we  had  to 
make  our  own  future.  We 
derided'  we  wanted  to  im¬ 
prove  our  playing  standard 
and  our  structure.  We  have 
some  very  talented,  valuable 
people  in  our  sport  and  I  want 
them  to  stay  involved.” 

Barfa  has  now  signalled  its 
support  and  Sheldon  believes 
it  is  time  to  make  the  sport 
more  visible.  "What  I’d  really 
like  is  for  the  women  to  play  at 
Wembley.  A  few  years  ago.  we 
played  before  the  Premiership 
final  in  front  of  thousands. 
The  GB  women  were  invited 
to  Wembley  for  the  Challenge 
Cup  final  this  year,  but  we 
were  only  allowed  to  dance 
round  the  pitch  waring  flags. 
It  was  nice  to  be  at  Wembley, 
but  we  should  have  been 
playing.  I  hope  that  day  isjnot 
too  faraway.” 


Keene  on  chess 


By  Raymond  Keene 

CHESS  CORRESPONDENT 


Eavourite’s  progress 


Viswanathan  An  and,  the  Indi¬ 
an  grandmaster,  is  die  highest 
rated  player  in  the  Fide 
championship.  His  rating  of 
2,765  exceeds  even  that  of 
Anatoly  Karpov  (Z745)  who 
has  already  qualified  for  the 
final.  So  far.  during  his  cam¬ 
paign  to  dethrone  Karpov, 
Anand  has  eliminated  both 
Predrag  Nikolic  and  Alexan¬ 
der  Khalifman. 

White:  Viswanathan  Anand 
Black:  Predrag  Nikolic 
Fide  world  championship 
Groningen.  December  1997 
French  Defence 


White:  Alexander  Khalifman 
Black:  Viswanathan  Anand 
Fide  world  championship 
Groningen,  December  1997 
Bo  go- Indian  Defence 

1  d4  Nf6 

2  Nt3  e6 


1 

e4 

e6 

2 

d4 

d5 

3 

Nc3 

8b4 

4 

•sS 

cS 

5 

33 

Bxc3+ 

6 

twc3 

Oa5 

7 

Bd2 

QaA 

8 

Og4 

9® 

9 

Odl 

ckM 

10 

Rbl 

03 

11 

Bxd3 

Qxa3 

12 

Nt3 

Qc5 

13 

h4 

he 

14 

0-0 

Nd7 

15 

Rel 

36 

16 

c4 

dxc4 

17 

Be4 

c3 

18 

Ba3 

Qc4 

19 

Bd4 

Nc5 

20 

Re3 

Nse4 

21 

Rxe4 

Bd7 

22 

Re3 

Ne7 

23 

Rxc3 

QdS 

24 

Rc5 

004 

25 

Rc? 

bS 

26 

Bc5 

Nd5 

27 

Rxd7 

Kxd7 

28 

Rb4 

Oxbd 

29 

BxU 

Rhea 

30 

BctS 

Rc4 

31 

Nd2 

Rd4 

32 

c3 

Rd3 

33 

c4 

Rxd2 

34 

CM3 

bsce4 

35 

Qxh0 

Black  resigns 

3  c4 

4  Nbd2 

5  a3 

8  Bxd2 

7  Bg5 

8  b3 

9  Bd3 

10  043 

11  BM 

12  Bg3 

13  cxdS 

14  cfecS 

15  b4 

16  Rcl 

17  hxg3 

18  BIS 

19  Qd4 

20  Rtdl 

21  Bbl 

22  e4 

23  Q<b6 

24  e«J5 

25  Pc3 

26  Re3 

27  1xe3 

28  84 

29  e5 

30  8*3 

31  dxe6 

32  Ndfl 

33  NxbS 

34  Rcl 

35  Ba2 

36  Nc3 

37  Rbl 

38  a*i 

39  Nxd5 

40  K12 

41  Ke3 

42  Kd4 

43  Be4 

44  B13 

45  Bdl 

46  Bf3 
White  resigns 


□  Raymond  Keene  writes  on 
chess  Monday  to  Friday  in 
Sport  and  in  the  Weekend 
section  on  Saturday. 


By  Raymond  Keene 


Black  to  play.  This  position  is 
from  Morten  sen  —  Krasen- 
kov.  Hastings.  1992.  Material 
is  level,  but  Black  has  the 
better  chances  as  his  pieces  are 
more  centralised.  He  now- 
found  a  way  to  exploit  the 
disjointed  nature  of  the  white 
forces.  What  did  he  play? 

Solution  on  page  45 


>.  I. 


>. 


your  move  now. 

The  fight  of  the  year 
is  just  24  hours  away. 

Witness  Prince's  US 
debut  tomorrow  night, 
exclusively  live. 


box  office 


Hurry  -  for  more  details  call 


0990800861 


Cable  customers  contact  your  local  operator 


,j  "r‘ 


PETER  MARSHAECS  defeat 
of  Simon  Parke  in  the  NSl 
Cup  first-round  game  at 
Edgbaston  Priory  late  on 
Monday  evening  is  certain  to 
return  the  double-hander  to 
the  position  of  England  No  1. 
It  would  be  the  first  time  that 
Marshall.  26.  has  led  the 
national  rankings  since  he 
was  forced  out  of  the  game 
with  chronic  fatigue  syndrome 
in  April.  1995. 

The  former  world  No  2  de¬ 
feated  Parke.  25,  the  .first- 
string  for  ICL  Li  on  Herts,  the 
Super  League  champions. 
IDS,  9-4,  IDS  in  an  hour-long 
encounter.  For  a  time,  the 
victory  seemed  to  offer 
Annourcolor  Priory.  Mar¬ 
shall’s  National  Squash 
League  side,  a  chance  of 
reaching  the  quarter-finals  of 
the  cup  —  which  is  played 
annually  between  the  two 
leading  leagues  in  Great  Brit¬ 
ain  —  but  lower-order  vic¬ 
tories  by  Marie  Chaloner.  who 
belt  Clive  Leach  S-IO.  9-7. 9-5. 
9-7,  and  Julian  Wettings,  who 
defeated  Simon  Taylor  .4-9. 
5-9.  9-7.  9-5,  9-7.  ensured  that 
LionHerts  went  through. 

Tamworth  DufGeld,  also  of 
the  National  League,  beat 
Rowlands  Manchester,  of  the 
Super  League,  the  team  That 
swept  all  before  them  in  the 
cup  last  season,  2-1  on  their 
village  courts  in  Derbyshire. 
Nick  Taylor  won  at  first  string 
for  the  cup-holders,  bur  Paul 
Hargrave  and  John  Russell 
carried  the  lower  order  for 
Duffield. 

Halifax  Insurance,  who  are 
expected  to  introduce  Jansher 
Khan,  of  Pakistan,  into  Super 
League  action  from  January, 
defeated  Hallamshire  2-1. 
while  Surbiton  carried  the  day 
for  the  Super  League  3-0 
against  Bishops  Sionford  and 
Ellis  Lingfield  defeated 
Hartridge  Chichester  2-1. 

In  Wales.  Dunraven  Mae- 
steg  beat  Cardiff  Institute  3-0. 
In  a  comprehensive  display  of 
developing  Welsh  strength  in 
squash.  Alex  Gough,  defeated 
Matthew  Benjamin  9-3. 9-7, 7- 
9, 9-4.  Darid  Evans,  the  Welsh 
champion,  overcame  Greg 
Tippings  9-6.  9-6,  9-4  and 
Adrian  Davies,  the  former 
Wales  captain,  defeated  Phul 
Allen.  9-7.  IDS.  2-9. 9-4.  ' 


n- -  *  ' 
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RACING 


needs  more 


for  financial  plan 

By  Richard  Evans,  racing  correspondent 


beckons,  those  run- 
Horseracine 
(BHB)  should  consider 
“aWng  an  early  New  Year’s 
resolution  -  to  confront  reali¬ 
ty-  Otherwise  they  are  in 
""Ser  of  making  a  laughing 
stoc*c  ,°f  themselves  and  tHe 
sport  m  their  care. 

The  Times,  yesterday  repro¬ 
duced  the  salient  points  of  a 
financial  plan  for.  British  rac- 
^Bunder  consideration  by  the 
BHB.  Inside  the  next  month. 
Lord  Wakehara  and  his  col¬ 
leagues  are  due  to  complete 
ant*  go  public  with  what 
amounts  to  a  blueprint  for  the 
g»rt  in  the  21st  Century. 
Producing  a  well-reasoned 
document  with  compelling 
arguments  and  financially 
sound  recommendations  wfli 
be  critical  for  the  sport's 
future. 

The  plan's  analysis  of  the 
industry's  financial  problems 
and  the  effect  on  British  racing 
is  concise  and  admirably  ex¬ 
plained;  albeit  without  saying 
anything  dramatically  new. 
Even  the  chapter  on  the  sport's 
financial  requirements  is  well 
meaning,  if  a  shade  optimistic. 
For  example,  would  an  extra 
£12  million  spent  on  market¬ 
ing  racing  really  increase  em¬ 
ployment  by  2JS0,  boost 
income  by  £25  million  and  tax 
revenues  by  £5-8  million  as 
well  as  attracting  550  extra 
owners  and  horses? 

However,  the  real  problem 
comes  when  the  plan  moves 
on  to  how  the  extra  £105 
million  deemed  necessary  to 
fulfil  rating's  financial  needs 
should  be  raised.  Peter  Savill 
and  his  team  argue  that 
Government  should  ait  bet¬ 


ting  duty  by  1.75  per  cent  with 
the  resulting  £U7  million 
being  switched  to  toe  levy. 

Raring  should  get  £80  mil¬ 
lion,  with  greyhound  raring 
receiving  £17  million.  This 
would  leave  the  betting  indus¬ 
try  with  a  surplus  of  about  £20 
million."  Does  the  BHB  hon¬ 
estly  believe  the  Government 
is  just  going  to  give  £20 
million  to  toe  big  bookmakers, 
all  of  whom  have  recently 
achieved  record  profits,  rather 
than  keep  the  money  for  toe 
NHS  or  schools?  If  so,  it  is 
living  in  cloud  cuckoo  land. 

It  gets  worse.  Detailing  toe 


Nap:  Bracey  Ron 
(2.40  Towoester)  - 

On  his  hurdling  debut  at 
Sandown  13  days  ago.  Bracey 

way 

GountryBepu in  one  of  honest 
novice  races  of  tbc  season.  He 
has  BaUetffigh  to  beat 

Next  best:  Fein  Terrier 
_ P-30  Catterick) 

impact  of  using  the  extra  cash 
to  double  prize-money  and 
boost  marketing,  the  plan 
relies  on  a  study  carnal  out  by 
KPMG  management  consul¬ 
tants.  That  study  appears  to 
have  been  based  on  interviews 
with  a  group  of  just  54  owners 
—  including  a  larger  propor¬ 
tion  of  big  owners  —  with  toe 
results  fed  into  a  financial 
model. 

The  outcome  is  the  daim 
that  racing’s  income  would  be 
boosted  by  £188  million  (ex¬ 
cluding  any  revenue  from, 
increased  betting)  and  9.300 


jobs  would  be  created  — 1.720 
in  training  yards,  415  in  livery 
yards.  3,125'  in  studs  and 
bloodstock  auctioneers.  900  at 
racecourses  and  2J00  with 
vets,  farriers,  feed  and  forage 
merchants  and  caterers.  There 
would  also  be  2,495  new 
owners  and  3,417  new  horses. 
Betting  turnover  would  be 
increased  fay  £500  million  and 
swell  bookmakers*  profits  by  a 
further  EGSnifllion. 

If  that  does  hot  defy  belief, 
the  BHB  plan  claims  it  will  not 
cost  the  Government  a  penny 
or,  in  its  language;  increased 
tax  revenue  and  savings  re¬ 
sulting  from  less  unemploy¬ 
ment  will  make  it  likely  "that  a 
betting  duty  ait  of  1.75  per  cent 
by  Government  would  be  at 
least  revenue  neutral".  ' 

I  wish  it  were  true.  But  I 
don’t  think  it  is  and  neither 
will  the  Treasury.  Indeed,  the 
sense  of  disbelief  produced 
within  Whitehall  by  racing's 
claims  and  demands  grows  by 
toe  day. 

The  sense  of  unease  is 
shared,  privately,  by  some 
BHB  members.  -  notably 
David  Oldrey.  He  has  told 
colleagues  that  to  demand  a 
transfer  of  1.75  per  cent  betting 
duty  to  levy  is  "impolite"  and 
potentially  *  damaging  to 
racing's  cause.  He  is  right. 
Indeed,  there  is  a  fear  the 
Government  will  be  tempted 
to  increase  rather  than  de¬ 
crease  betting  duty  in  the  next 
Budget. 

Racing's  funding  is  unsatis¬ 
factory  —  bur  toe  financial 
plan  is,  at  best,  politically 
naive  and,  at  worst,  threatens 
any  chance  of  achieving  im¬ 
provement. 


Prospects 
look  good 
for  Ascot 

ASCOT,  due  to  stage  the 
Smurfit  Long  Walk  Hurdle 

and  the  Betrerware  Cup  on 

Saturday,  is  confident  of 
raring  going  ahead. 

Nick  Cheyne,  toe  derk  of 
the  course,  said  yesterday: 
“We  are  getting  some 
steady  snow,  but  it  is 
expected  to  turn  to  drizzle 
followed  by  heavier  rain. 
Whatever  happens  today, 
the  temperatures  are  set  to 
rise  from  tomorrow  so  we 
should  be  in  the  clear." 

Kemp  ton  expects  give  in 
the  ground  for  the 
Fertemps  Christmas  Festi¬ 
val.  Peter  McNeile.  toe 
dak  of  the  course,  said: 
“The  going  is  good  to  soft 
at  present  and  I  would 
expect  good  or  good  to  soft 
ground  on  Boxing  Day." 

Heavy  overnight  snow 
caused  the  cancellation  of 
yesterday's  meeting  at 
Exeter. 


McCoy  dears  the  last  on  Deano’s  Beeno  at  Bangor  yesterday  on  his  way  to  the  fastest  150  winners  in  a  season 


McCoy  reaches  150 
in  record  time 


TONY  McCOY  raced  to  the . 
fastest  150  winners  in  a  jump¬ 
ing  season  on  Deano’s  Beeno  ‘ 
at  Bangor  yesterday,  before 
completing  a  double  on 
Jymjam  Johnny  In  .  toe 
Bodfari  Stud  Handicap 
Chase. 

Never  in  any  danger  of 
defeat,  the  long  odds-on 
Deane'S  Beeno,  •  trained  by 
Martin  Pipe,  made  every  yard 
of  toe  running  and  cruised 
home  four  lengths  clear  of 
Budkhonse  Boy. 

Pipe  has  been  responsible 
for  93  of  McCoy's  150  winners 
and  toe  jockey,  after  being 
presented  with  a  bottle  of 
champagne  in  the  winner's 
enclosure  to  mark  his  feat; 
said:  "Having  the  Pipe  horses 
to  ride  is  a  big  help.  They 
make  my  job  a  Jot  easier.  I 
would  like  to  thank  Mr  Pipe 


THUNDERER 

12.40  My  Man  In  Dundalk  2.10  BOOTS  MADDEN  (nap) 

1.10  Dantes  Cavalier  SflK 

3.10  Pete  The  Parson 

1.40  Ever  Smile  3.40  Russell  Road 

Timekeeper’s  top  rating:  1.10  BANK  AVENUE. 


101  113143  B00DTNE5 13  pj.GS)  (Ure  D  Hot*«i<4  B  HgB  12-0 _ B  West  (7)  88 

ftaaewd  nunbo.  Sk-Howo  tain  (F  —  ML  P—  wfcmr.  BF  —  tw»tan  tncwlta  la  MeS  an). 
.£?**“*  ?  U_—  uaemd  _ridtr.  S-^IwubM  {ftp  ag  Midi  tea  ins  moo  p  — flnjigmdlo 
■ffis’m.  ($"*«»  f"1’ 6— -QDiA  S  — «8.  nood  In  a* 
■SttFf  Bap— Mtahn  V^-visir.  H—  ?"wT_bractefcL  Tamt  Aga  and 

hood  E  —  EpoteW.  C  —  coum  wfcrar.  0  —  RMw  ptot  any  atawca  Iba  Tones 

dUance  tfimr  CD— com  ml  tfatams  Tiwteetjer'j  spwd  rain}. 


GOING:  SOFT 


TOTE  JACKPOT  MEETING 


2.1 0  LADBROKE  MISTLETOE  HANDICAP  CHASE  (£5,272: 3m  II)  (9  runners} 

(Us  A  ffead)TFmfa  7-1V10  _ _ S  Wynne  fBH 

[kta  A  Kay)  J  Upson  9-11-2 _ _ — _ _ RSoppa  123 

(OF.RS)  (T  Radio]  C  bnmS  11-10-11  .  B  Feowi  131 
vSI (SMgM Racing) D GakMta  10-10-9 ..  RDnmwody  120 
iSHLPNpfR)  (fas'll  HNItaiB  7-1 0-7 —  Nmneon  134 
SJu(NOivBnn)TQniqr  940-4  - — DGifegher  131 
Ail  a«5)  K asbop  1  MM - L  Harvey  133 

rwrtustnwn ww - sonw  w 

■10  T  UM  10-10-0 -  Mfcfcttl  Brennan  (3)  134 

BETTHG.'  M  Baft  Mattel.  3-1  Poudm.  7-1  $acid  Account.  8-1  Ms  Ran,  IMIm  Veawe,  10-1  Osmd 
Tonic,  lay  1CW.  12-1  elws, 

199R  ROCS'S  HU.  9-10-10  C  ODayer  (4-1)  K  Batej  12  dm  . 


12.40  N0R7HANTS  96  TURKEY  SELLING  HANDICAP  HURDLE 

(£1.979: 2m)  (13  rimers) 

101  Z3M24  QVAAN 115 fflf.GS) (Us P Urania] M Rp* 4-124) _ APMcCay  104 

102  TlP-550  Iff  MAK  W  DUNDALK  17  [S)(Mn6  Culeyl  B  Curley  811-2  SHosaip)  84 

103  F36000-  kWSTBTS MADAM 279 (V.D.S) (J Revile) J NtvOe 6-11-0 _  TttecorrK  80 

104  88646  TWEXtoUTm86BUJosepWR0,SuUwn7.l^  . _CUMn*n  94 

105  15/0-30  SAUS0HB7JPA UVRiIrtalJW^ B-1M  . URWaUayp)  80 

10G  2340-02  LANCER  10  (FI  (A  Alee)  R  Judea  5-10-7  . GayLyow  80 

nr  2422445  MARS  BOO  13  (S  S  f  ftwig)  M  4-10-7 . Rjatam  93 

108  04-3  ENGLISH INVADER 15 (Me S bay*) C Dwi WM  .  ..  Mr  K  R  QTlyan  (7)  80 

109  0-O43F4  WISH  SPliBlIS  (Txylort  BoodaoM]  Us  I  MdOe  0-10-5  .  .  .  J  Cutely  98 

no.  40Z&0-  UUffiSW  502  p  IW1 J  Para  10-100 _ NWHanon  - 

111  QOOM  mnCUUfYh  WIUsjWto1BMMI7-lM- . .  Hftmw  H® 

112  32H-RP6  U1FTY  DEI  7  ©.SHUs  C  Hcks}  Mrs  C  Wds  7-10-0 _ R  Many  T4 

113  10M50-  ANNABEL'S  &4J5Y  279(^(11  Rsakag  D  WWfi  B-1D-0 . .  _  Wlbrdm  80 

Long  hnfup  Lanbssn  9-12,  D*c  LBhy  9-10.  LoAr  Deed  9-6  Nntt  i  Bay  9-5. 

ffTTWE  5-2  UnOff.S^ONBn.  IT-2  My  lAotiDmttt  Wigr  Sm  f  J-2  hwMr.  7-1  Kte/I  Spraaei, 
8-1  Ihe  E« dor.  14-1  ottos 

199S  AM8DEXIROU8  4-10-12  L  Cum*s  (6-1}  E  Aktai  15  on 
Pi'.  CNean  7MI  4tfi  or  B  to  laigcraft  m  sailing  rtnfico  fwtffe  X 

FORM  FOGIjS  Newta1  AHM  I2"1  good  »  firm).  My  Man  In  DonS*  33  7th 

t  yt  im  cl  8  to  Cbaeky  CtoU  ki  handicap  Untie  *  Folkestone  (2m  6t 

now.  ijMdJ^dfcagi  ffl  HoMnm Bay Inhariicgi ImrtojJ Ftotongm 41. ^od 

afsa  d  14  MtoiferMpB  In  SmS  handSa^aiflc  at  Heratad  (2m  U^ofl&gasti 
Invader  71  3rd  al  il  ta  Weather  Wise  in  saffing  hurdle  a  FantoeB  (2m  2t  iiOyti  good),  welsh 
Spinner  121  4ti  of  B  to  Supemdck  in  sdUng  hunSe  al  Hereford  (2m  II.  good) 

MINSTER'S  MADAM  loves  soli  ground  and  could  be  a  bit  of  value  n  a  tacky  race 


and  also  my  agent;  David 
Roberts,  for  doing  such  a 
great  job  on  my  behalf.” 

The  Irish  rider,  with  an 
unassailable  lead  in  toe  jock¬ 
eys’  championship,  said:  “I 
have  had  a  bit  of  flu  recently 
and  haven’t  felt  that  great,  but 
it  hasn't  been  bad  enough  for 
me  to  take  any  time  off." 

Asked  whether  he  would 
now  be  charing  Peter 
Scudamore’s  1988  record  total 
of  221  winners  in  a  season, 
McCoy  said:  "There  is  a  long 
way  to  go.  If  I  am  still  in  one 
piece  after  Cheltenham  then 
we  shall  &&** 

□  Tullymurry  Toff,  toe 
highly  promising  novice  chas¬ 
er  trained  by  Malcolm  Jeffer¬ 
son,  has  cracked  a  bone  in  his 
knee  and  is  out  for  toe  season. 
He  is  expected  to  make  a  full 
recovery..  . 


YESTERDAY’S 

RESULTS 


Bangor 

Going:  good  ta  son 

1Z40J2m  llhdto)  1.  DONTDRBSSFOR- 
DM4SI  (T  Dascomba,  9-1):  2.  EricoBn  (X 
Aizpou.  2-1  lav}:  a  GoraRs  Rode  (J 
Magas.  1V4).  ALSO  RAM:  B  Bnanon  (Sth). 
a  Eve2»  RiA>  (4th).  MBng  Brook  14  Ebsn 
Al  Habeab  (6Ui).  SO  Aldvey  Aristocrat  8 
ran.  «.  IB.  71.  8L  Id.  R  HpttaM  al 
Somerton.  'Tote  ESSO.  £140.  El  10, 
£110.  DF.  £8  80.  CSF;  £25.05  TricasC 
£57.49. 

l.tO  (3m  hefe)  T,  DBV4CTS  BEENO  (A  P 
McCoy,  2-fl  few).  2,  Buckhousa  Boy  (R 
Johnson.  12-1);  3,  Prussia  fG  Tormey. 
40-11  ALSO  RAN:  8-1  Be48nak(4th).9  Bod 
Starooy(5tfi).5iafL4l.  W,2acfertMPfew 
at  Wwigton.  Tcte  £150:  £1.10.  EZ.TO. 
DF:  BUdTCSF:  £3.97. 

41  llOvd  cW  1.  BURNT  IMP 


101  2nd  ol  9  to  Sophie  May  fa  hantfiap  (tee  to 
(2m  n  110yd,  sol).  Cato  Run  30  2nd  MB  to  Spate 
m  banduap  chase  to  Nteotfle  (31a  flood).  Special 
l  hanficap  chase  at  Cate  (2m  71 11M.  soil).  General 
dasa  atVfcrcestor  (2m  41 110yd.  soft.  Boots  Madden 
imeX  Worcester  {2m  7Mi(W.  good).  Hadve  Venture 
lirnpftn  (3n  S,  saSJ.  H8  Tik  211 40i  at  7  to  Carole's 
food  ta  sod)  OoMos  mi  2nd  ol  4  to  The  Toteoch  in 
10yd.  flood). 

BOOTS  MADDEN  loots-  «efl  treated  m  iwndcap  chase  dehl 


2.10  (2m  It 


t  Me)  7. 
I;  2.  Imp* 


ZaHAALHE  (W 


2.40  LEVY  BOARD  SANTA  CLAUS  NOVICES  HURDLE 

(£2.705:  2m)  (18  runners] 


Arwdwuury,  8  Man  Nectar  (48i),  12 
Afidoracfa  JStfiJ.  20  Aimertam  (5th).  25 
FWiive'a  Fnt,  Odd  of  Arabia.  Utto. 
Shaodrey.  33  Lysander.  13  rei  NR-  Albert 
The  Lien.  W.  1141. 3LH.  i«L  J  Pidrering  at 
Htaslon.  Tote  E1*30;E320,  SZOD,  £203. 
DP  £51 .70  Tilo:  £139  60  CSF'  £87.38  ' 

•f.  niumu  t*«n x»  iwi;,  4 

(MbsS  toraolou0h.2O-.1J;  3. 

ino 


THUNDERER 

1JL30  Dkkjy  Rymer.  1.00  River  Unshion.  130  Fen 
Terrier.  2.00  Whrtegafes  WDDe.  2J30  First  LigflL  3.00 
Prince  Of  Saints.  3.30  Valhalla. 

GOING:  GOOD  (GOOD  TO  SOFT  IN  PLACES)  SIS 

12.30  LEVY  BOARD  HANDICAP  HURDLE 

(£2.275: 3m  U  llOyd)  [11  runners) 


}  PARK  lb  ff)  R  Diggs  ll-fT-2  . ..  ECtetfon 
C17®^  iC« 9-11-2  _ waattt 

IRA  39  (OIKMoVK 4-10-13 _ ASSmflh 

UBt  15  (G^l  MS  S  Srtft  7-10-12 _ R.  Guest 

i  12  (S)  i  E&ertngKn  7-10-8 _ IWjw 


1  2-86  OABE5WM  22  (Fi) M TonatoB 5-12-0 _ RltonUn  114 

2  5P-0  TL1Y  33  (V£0/£)  A  SbKte  7-12-0 - - TBey  110 

3  20-3  IflGKArd  PARK  ID  ff)  H  Diggs  ll-fT-2  .  ..  E  Ctetfan  82 

4-631  CASK  BOX  17  0&S]  i  Cor  9-11-2  _ VOfltt  »4 

6  2-48  PnrtWHKA 39  (OlKMoVK 4-10-13 _ ASSntti  EBB 

6-183  DDOVflVMBt  15  riSl'MC  S  Srttt  7-10-12 _ R Guest  W 

7 4F-2  BE6RAVE  12  (S)  r  Bberlnglai  7-1D-8 _ IWJw  103 

8  IVSu  BON  ON  THE  RUN  9  (V)  J  J  (Uan  7  -1IM  C  UcCrrwck  (5)  77 

9  A>3-  SPWC  CALL  Z70P  (B  C  Pngsoc  MU _ HSertfcy  - 

10  5241  CHETKY  POKEY S72  ff) D  AUn  10-10-8 _ BSkm 

11 1-43  HTE  SPWTT  49  (F)  R  Sanr  f-IM _ _ S  Taylor  (5)  103 

3-1  Cxh  Box.  7-a  Be  Brae.  4-1  Didlly  f^raa,  5-T  Prt,  10-1  Atm. 

1.00  CATTBHCX  RACE  CLUB  1998  JOIN  UP  NOW 
HAWNCAP  CHASE  (£3,454: 3m  Tf  110yd)  (7) 

IHadhsp)  121 
MrC  any  116 
....  pmmd  - 
R  Quest  121 
2-11-1 

PCadwry  126 
6  046-  tffAVHLT  CmZBI  202  (CD/5)  J  GWn»  9-10-13 

KJotraan  115 

7 D2-SSUP® BANOV 9 (S)FVWm  IIMtWJ _ 8 Storey  Egg 

2- 1  RtwrUnteoa.  11-4  UTOcu's  Lotto.  3-1  Gaelic  Bhat  10-1  WKfine.  Ttw  Bad 
Oi*.  14-1  Knmly  Cttten.  16-1  SqwSndy. 

1  .30  AMPLBFORIH  HANDICAP  HURDLE 

(£2.107: 2m)  (7) 

1 5-41  rat1BWE133  (CDJF.G5)  F  Mrtjh5.i2-aB1tonlog  B)  112 

225-4  DtAMOM]  BEACH  8  (D5)G  U  Moore  4-1 1-2 _ HBetny  102 

331S3  SYLVAN  SABRE  15  0  Saw  8-11-2  _  R  McGMb  (3]  115 

4  m-SLUKYBBt  26  (ms)MWBBMiy  4-10-11  ^.PCarfHiy  101 

52-22  SCARA8EN  10  KO^S]  FStaty  9-T1J-10  __;_B8»*iy 

8  4-55  PfHWT  FAR  10  (CD.G)  D  Barter  4-10-8 _ _  R  Gate  W 

72502  H0B6E  CHOKE  37  (VJJfl  £  M  Moore  4-106  ,  J  Cahgiqn  111 

3- 1  Fen  femar,  7-2  (tote  Chote  4-1  (Hanwxf  Butt.  5-1  Scaatxn,  74  Sytm 
SOn,  6-1  Pmy  Far.  10-1  Ucfcy  Bra 

"  ^  COURSE  SPECIAliSTS 

1RAMESS;  T  Easterfay,  ft  tenets  ten  20  rumen  488%;  A  Stnettr, 

7  tarn's  3U*.  KMonao.  14  ten  50. 28.01;  J  FteaeBld.  12  tan 
S4. 222%;  J  J  (tote,  Bim  34. 1Z«. 

JOCKEYS;  P  Mnv  28  wtones  km  90  rides,  28J%;  AS  SmUb,  17 
ten  67,  254%.  T  Bey,  5  tan  23,  2i  7%  R  Bantoy.  14  ten  88. 
15.3*  R  Gad  S  ten  51, 15.7%!  Cattagtoi.  8  ten  52. 15.4* 


la  v  C  —  — 


THUNDERER 

11.50  Bonnie  Lassie.  12J20  Mr  Paradise.  1250 
Notation.  1.20  Pine  Ridge  Lad.  . U50.  Live  Project 
2£0  Rubamma.  250  Laay  Laphrorig.  320  Shadow 
Jury. 

GOING:  STANDARD  ,-  DRAW:  NO  ADVANTAGE  StS 

11.50  Rival  IDLE  CUUIliNG  STAKES 

(Wv  I:  £7,944:  tm)  (16  iwikts) 


12.50  CUCXMERE  HANDICAP 

(£2^94: 1m  65  (13) 

t  0113  WHTIEV GRANGE  BW3t  (BFJXLS)  J  Ejn 4-106 


2  444-  UOKKVIfitM  487(0^ 

3  4813  AtAALY  DANCER  24  » 


OMnURn 

<COAS)W 


DPen  13 
7-9-13  SCbapG}5 
lA  8-9-10 

GPMta(3)8 
— S  Drawn.  2 

-  R  Wsttn  {5|  10 


4  5820  BWOUSIA  ETOR  78  6  ten  34-2 _ SDmwZ 

5  5i3l  PARONOMASIA  10  JL  HU1 5-8-9 _ RWteBmfSIiO 

I  2S  ”»*  trawratiso  c  iteaw  a»o  ,  dmmcKmhii 

7.  (MOO  SHB5FWW  J  Partes  3-6-8 -  .  SHMaorOtS 

S  SIS  «™.amPOte«W - A IfcSrtyW 7 

9  0-00  DAFHBK.  BIPHESS  23J  M  Ryu  _ _  D  hBR12 

U  6052  COURSE RSMS 71  ff) B teMten  tt86 _ LMwtaiB 

« JOE  sam.?*o.nrJsi  j  ***  A; 

l  ss 


1  -20  RiVffl  IDLE  CLNMB1G  STAKES 

(Dh  IT.  £1,944: 1m)  (16) 


3  0128  H.TOH LHJGB1 22* (V^FXfl Urs K Van*) MAS*** ! 


I?  S2S  RWtewiaiS 

11  6100  WSTERTON  34  (Efl  J  Holier  34-3  AMTSI9 

12  0M0  BA/ttBIET 51  (^Y Oftiaf 4-8JI*  VMM^IO 

I*  25  67 TOM Wtott ~  MeEabsog.12 

15  55(0  PRAlffi  BE  20  (ffl  0  fepHn  74*2 _ A  AtoCxta  m  11 

16  D  KM«£Ta.Y Z7 J T„_.TA»bcfiyB 
4-1  PU*  M9e  Ud.  S-t  Rnln  Water,  DM  RM.  Jaroto'l  Wine.  8-1  ntav 


2.00  ST  PAULS  MAIDEN  CHASE 

(£2.463:  2m  3Q  (10) 

1  wu  AB30LUTFf0aY7Mn  S6MA  5-1f4  —  R  @ 

2 20P-  ARTHIB BEE 258 B Bousfald  10-11-5  C MBCrnmadip) 

3  005-  CHASMG  DREAMS  272  Cta*  6-11-5  ..  - --JiaoW  « 

4  Q2-6  DSL  QUAY  19  MB  J  Butte  6-11-6 - XAOym  fi)  ® 

5644  BDSTtfK  49  J  Clftls  5-11-^ - S 

6 045  JOE JASffil  15 M Kansaand 8-11-5  - 2 

7  50-5  MULLMS  41  D Hofei  6-11-6 - OJ  UflJM  84 

8  oo- ghbual boy zm ru» 5-11-5 - LWw« 

9  IWfi  RADICAL  REFORM  50  N  Mas®  W1-5  - if*?™”  mra 

10  P-3F  YMIKATE5  WiLUE  68  J  ftowffd  JqMsai  5-11-5  A  S  UM 

8-1  ntoers 

2.30  ABRAHAM  TRANSPORT  HATWNAL  HUNT 
NOVICES  HURDLE  (£2,458: 2m  3f)  (16) 


103-OP 
11  2-2 
12  00 

13- 055 

14- 000 
.  IS  P 

16  4 

3-1  No  Ftaer  Mtti  7-3  Steftnd  Pite.  Wot  A  FUda.  FH  UgM,  8-1  nBm. 

3.00  HAPPY  CHRISTMAS  HANDICAP  CHASE 

(£2,556: 2m)  (7) 


15-8  ten  Q  Sttte  100-30  Tipatdi,  4-1  lOhtanny  Cattle.  6-1  obn 


3.30  GARRISON  UrTERMBMATi  NATIONAL  HUNT 
FLAT  RACE  (£1,214: 2m)  (9) 

1  61  OVBtlHEBECK  24  (DIG)  J  Jrfhnnn  4-11-11  E  CaBadian 

2  31-  VAUtALLA229  Tettute  4-1 1-11 C  McCoRmck  & 

3  BRMCH  BO  JCtatta  5-11-4 _ DTbootem 

4  6USBBWD 14  Fate  4-11-4 - XAtjjurafe)  - 

5  6  WORLEY  PfttNCE  24  C  firel  4-T1-4 - BHadngP)  - 

8  fl  mc£  LA  CHAS5|39C  Grot  4-T1-4  _ _ ; — Giro  - 

7  0  WaiHGTW STREET 24 T&tebf  44T-4  . . J  RHwittl  - 

6  -  roUW  MXXXJN  D  Sriar>lM ; - - —  RHeBunffl 

two-  0URCARDL  282  Jteter5sttt-Tfv - - -  S  Ryan  (5)  - 

Tt-ff  tW3hl Bede  7-4  Vtashdd-T Bondi  Bid.  12-1  o8m 


BUNKERS)  HRST  TIME  Cteericte  1230  Ron  On^ The  Run 
SouthwaR:  11JO  Cambridge.  Blue.  1J0  Bonyaha  Ml.  3.20 
Ataan.  Towcestar  12.40  Lambaon.  1.4Q  Ever  Smfle. 


1.50  AVON  HANDICAP 

(Div  II:  £1,944:  TO  (16) 


—  R  Coeflraw  t4 
-  J  jMwi  13 

«  — «  WimuiM.li,  IW  u-  M>J  u  -TB - -  J  Ftev  2 

0  0000  OflUDS  ID  AgNTinte  3-9-7 _ W  Ryan  16 

7.  0430 '  BE  NAMED  loS.CILFfl  J  tats  M-4 — U  Wdron  8 
.  B  -  -400  SWS  A  CRACKER  148  Us  N  MKadsy  3-0-4  ...  S  Drown  5 
a  mm  iiWDaiirrn(m»arw.(j>j _ 3  ywhwnll  9 

3  Dm  01(0112 
-  DomMcKaom? 

“'Afichofctnis 
_  PMuteto  1 
i .  R 

9-2  ttafaei  11-2  Otety.  1M  CwdBo.  Qdkk  AML  7-1  SMqprt,  Bo  Vfemd, 
8-1  Bnqrest,  Uoc  Wes.  12-1  otao. 


X-«W  SEVERN  HLUES  SELLING  STAKES 
CMMh-EI  ,999: 71)  (16) 

.1  4214  LADV  0L 10  (Cl  B  Srmrt  B-U 


6  Canui  a  J7 


i*. -• . 


1 


44  SPORT 


FOOTBALL 


Northampton  earn 
lucrative  derby 
from  cup  victory 


FAN  ATKINS,  rhe  manager  of 
Northampton  Town.  was  able 
to  look  forward  to  an  FA  Cup 

third-round  game  against 
Leicester  City  yesterday  after 
his  side  survived  a  penally 
shoot-out  at  Basingstoke 
Town  in  a  hard-fought  seoand- 
round  replay  on  Tuesday 
night. 

The  Ryman  League  hosts 
held  the  Nationwide  League 
second  division  side  io  0-0 
after  120  minutes,  but  then 
missed  twice  from  the  penalty 
spot. 

“Leicester  in  the  next  round 
is  great  for  the  players,  but 
also  financially  for  the  club  — 
it's  a  terrific  draw."  Atkins 
said. 

Carl  Heggs  scored  the  win¬ 
ning  penalty  in  the  4-3  shoot¬ 
out.  but  said:  “Full  credit  to 
Basingstoke.  They  were  terri¬ 
ble  conditions,  but  we  stuck  to 
our  task  and  thankfully  we 
came  through."  Ernie  Howe, 
the  Basingstoke  manager. 


By  Our  Sports  Staff 

said:  "We  are  disappointed, 
but  that's  the  luck  of  penalty 
shoot-outs.  I’m  proud  of  my 
players,  who  showed  what  a 
good  all-round  outfit  they  are. 
We  have  got  stronger  in  each 
of  the  games  we've  played 
against  league  opposition  and 
proved  a  match  for  them.” 

Chesterfield,  who  reached 
the  FA  Cup  semi-finals  last 
season,  made  an  early  exit  this 
rime  with  a  2-0  home  defeat 
against  Grimsby  Town  in 
their  second-round  replay.  A 
goal  from  Jack  Lester  in  the 
22nd  minure  and  another  U 
minutes  from  rime  from  Raul 
Groves  eliminated  Chester¬ 
field.  who  had  recovered  from 
two  goals  down  at  Blundell 
Park  to  earn  the  replay. 
Grimsby  now  entertain  Nor¬ 
wich  City,  of  the  first  division 
side,  in  die  third  round. 

The  class  of  Cheltenham, 
the  Vauxhall  Conference  dub. 
finally  told  over  Bo  reham 
Wood,  from  the  Ryman 


Sedloski  transfer 
hangs  in  balance 


SHEFFIELD  Wednesday’s 
hopes  of  finalising  the  trans¬ 
fer  of  Goce  Sedloski  for 
£1.75  million  from  Hadjuk 
Split  have  been  dampened 
after  the  Macedonia  interna¬ 
tional  failed  a  medical  yester¬ 
day.  The  news  on  Tuesday 
that  Sedloski  23.  would  face  a 
delay  in  obtaining  a  work 
permit  means  that  his  debut 
for  Wednesday  looks  further 
away  than  ever. 

Ron  Atkinson,  the  Wednes¬ 
day  manager,  refused  to  con¬ 
firm  the  extent  of  the  problem, 
but  said:  "The  X-rays  have 
shown  up  something  which 
could  later  give  him  some 
trouble.  We  will  now  have  to 
renegotiate  and  restructure 
the  deal  because  we  want  to 
safeguard  our  interests.  I  still 
want  the  player  to  join  us,  but 
we  will  have  to  look  for  an 
incentive  scheme,  like  a  pay- 
as-you-play  type  deal." 


Atkinson's  enthusiasm  to 
sign  Sedloski  could  be  tem¬ 
pered  by  the  player’s  dub. 
who  will  also  have  to  agree  to 
the  package.  Atkinson  added: 
“They  (Hadjuk  Split]  are 
going  to  have  him  looked  at 
by  their  medical  people  and 
we  will  then  have  to  see 
where  we  go  from  there." 

Even  if  Wednesday  agree 
terms  with  Hadjuk.  they 
could  have  to  wait  for  up  to  a 
month  before  Sedloski  can 
obtain  a  work  permit. 

□  Nigeria’s  Football  Associ¬ 
ation  announced  yesterday 
that  Bora  Milutinovic.  the 
former  Mexico  coach,  has 
been  chosen  to  lead  the 
national  side  at  the  19% 
World  Cup  finals  in  France. 
The  military  government  in 
Nigeria  has  given  its  approv¬ 
al  to  the  choice  and  the 
contract  is  expected  to  be 
signed  today. 


League.  Bob  Bloomer  put  the 
visitors  ahead  in  the  42nd 
minute  and  Jimmy  Smith 
finished  the  job  in  the  68th  to 
take  Cheltenham  through  to  a 
home  tie  against  Reading. 

Steve  Cotterill.  the  Chelten¬ 
ham  manager,  said:  “We 
didn’t  play  particularly  well  in 
the  first  game  and  we  didn’t 
play  that  well  today,  but  we 
put  in  a  thoroughly  profes¬ 
sional  performance  and  it's 
fantastic  to  reach  this  far." 

Bob  Makin.  the  Bo  reham 
Wood  manager,  said:  "I'm 
absolutely  devastated  with 
that  performance  because  my 
whole  team  did  not  perform." 

Two  extra-time  goals  from 
the  Watford  teenager.  Gifton 
Noel-WilJiams.  ended  Tor¬ 
quay’s  hopes  of  a  second 
consecutive  cup  win  over  sec¬ 
ond  division  opposition  after 
their  defeat  of  Luton  Town  in 
the  first  round.  Noel-Wiiliams 
broke  the  deadlock  at  Vicar¬ 
age  Road  when  he  scored  just 
seconds  into  the  additional  30 
minutes  and  then  he  scored 
again  in  the  108th  minute.  In 
between.  Gary  Clayton  scored 
for  Torquay-  Watford  are  at 
home  to  Sheffield  Wednesday 
in  the  third  round. 

Kevin  Hodges,  the  Torquay 
head  coach,  said:  “I  could  not 
have  asked  more  from  my 
team.  They  showed  tremen¬ 
dous  character." 

A  ninetieth-minute  equal¬ 
iser  for  Preston  from  Dave 
Moyes  and  a  winner  from 
David  Eyres  six  minutes  into 
extra-time  broke  the  hearts  of 
Notts  County,  the  third  divi¬ 
sion  pace-setters,  at  Meadow 
Lane.  Sean  Farrell's  51st- 
minute  goal  seemed  to  have 
put  County  through  against 
their  second  division  oppo¬ 
nents  and  given  them  a  chance 
to  embarrass  first  division 
opposition  at  home  to  Stock- 
port  County. 

Hereford  United  beat  Col¬ 
chester  5-4  on  penalties  after  a 
1-1  draw  at  hone.  Steven 
Forbes  put  Colchester  ahead, 
but  Neil  Grayson  equalised 
within  seconds.  Hereford  are 
at  home  to  Tranmere  Rovers 
in  die  next  round. 


Scots  ask  for  Danish  double 


SCOTLAND  are  trying  co 
arrange  two  matches  against 
Denmark  next  March  so  that 
they  can  give  as  many  players 
as  possible  the  chance  to 
impress  before  the  World  Cup 
finals. 

The  first-choice  team  is  due 
to  face  the  Danes,  who  have 
also  qualified  for  France,  on 
March  25.  probably  at  Ibrox. 
Craig  Brown,  the  manager,  is 
also  keen  to  arrange  a  B  team 
match  so  that  he  can  test  his 
fringe  players.  Hie  Danish 
football  association  has  been 
approached,  but  is  not  expect¬ 
ed  to  give  its  decision  until  the 
new.’  year. 

Sootland  are  due  to  face 


By  Our  Sports  Staff 

Finland  in  April  before  proba¬ 
bly  embarking  on  a  two-match 
trip  to  the  United  States  the 
next  month.  Then  they  will 
settle  into  their  French  base  in 
St  Remy  de  Provence  as 
Brown  finalises  his  prepara¬ 
tions  for  the  opening  match 
against  Brazil,  the  World  Cup- 
holders.  on  June  10. 

Meanwhile.  Scotland’s  lead¬ 
ing  ten  clubs  confirmed  yester¬ 
day  rhat  they  will  reject  a  new 
proposal  from  Bell’s  Scottish 
League  first  division  teams  in 
the  dispute  about  a  new  pre¬ 
miership.  It  is  understood  that 
the  first  division  sides,  who 


met  at  Love  Street,  the  home  of 
St  Mirren,  yesterday,  will  be 
campaigning  for  an  immedi¬ 
ate  premiership  of  12  clubs 
from  next  season  before  they 
give  their  blessing  to  the 
breakaway.  They  are  also 
understood  to  be  seeking  com¬ 
pensation  of  a  minimum  {25 
million  each  year  for  the  next 
20  years  to  be  paid  to  the 
Scottish  League. 

However,  Lex  Gold,  the  Hi¬ 
bernian  chairman  and  spokes¬ 
man  for  the  premier  division 
clubs,  said:  “Our  position  re¬ 
mains  unchanged  —  we  are 
driving  forward  towards  estab¬ 
lishing  a  new  league  at  the  end 
of  this  season.” 


THE  TIMES  THURSDAY  DECEMBER  i8  1997  /  -  - 


rugby  union 


Everett,  the  Swansea  winger,  breaks  through  the  Durham  defence;  he  scored  a  try  as  Swansea 
won  easily,  27-11,  away  horn  home  in  the  North  East-based  pool  one.  Photograph;  Raoul  Dixon  - 

Darricarere  kicks  Toulouse  to 
semi-final  berth  in  the  wind 


By  Mark  Soustbr 

THE  likely  semi-final  line-up  in  the 
inaugural  The  Times  Students  Euro¬ 
pean  Rugby  Championship  emerged 
after  the  second  round  of  games 
yesterday.  University  of  Wales.  Insti¬ 
tute  of  Cardiff  (UW1C),  Swansea  and 
Toulouse  all  won  for  the  second  time, 
while  Oxford  or  Cork  will  contest  the 
outcome  of  pool  four. 

The  match  of  the  round  took  place 
in  France,  where  Toulouse  and 
Loughborough  knew  that  the  winners 
would  almost  certainly  progress  to  the 
last  four  from  pool  two.  In  front  of  a 
crowd  of  more  than  1300,  Toulouse 
edged  home  26-22. 

Playing  with  the  wind  in  the  first 
half,  Loughborough  took  full  advan¬ 
tage  and  led  22-3  at  half-time  after 
scoring  three  tries.  It  was  a  different 
story  in  the  second  half  as  Toulouse 
replied  with  23  unanswered  points. 
Jeannard,  Joanny  and  Mattalia  each 
scored  a  try,  but  the  French  side  had 
to  wait  until  the  final  five  minutes 
before  David  Darricarere  dropped  a 
goal  and  added  a  late  penalty  to  earn 
his  side  victory. 

In  the  other  game  from  the  pod. 
University  Coflege,  Dublin  beat 
Northumbria  144). 

Qualification  from  the  North  East- 
based  pool  one  rested  between  Swan¬ 
sea  and  Durham,  the  hosts.  They  met 
yesterday  with  Swansea  emerging  as 


Results  „. 


45 


die  winners  27-11.  Durham  took  the 
lead  through  Lee  Cholewa,  but  a 
sustained  period  of  Swansea  pressure 
and  some  stick  handling  earned  them 
tries  by  Owen  Jones  and  Griffiths,  the 
NoS. 

The  turning  point  in  the  match  was 
the  concession  in  injuiy4ime  of  the 
first  half  of  a  soft  try  scored  for 
Swansea  by  Donovan,  the  right  wing, 
for  a  17-5  lead.  Further  scores  by 
Everett  and  Lewsey  maintained 
Swansea's  comfortable  advantage. 

Also  in  pool  one,  a  hat-trick  of  tries 
by  McLougftlin,  the  left  wing,  was  the 
prominent  feature,  in  Dublin’s  45-12 
defeat  of  Roma,  who  took  the  lead 


through  Fabrics  but  then  buckled' 
under  Dublin’s  attack. 

UWIC  continue  to  set  a  cracking 
pace  in  pool  three  and,  on  their 
present  form,  look  a  sound  bet  to  win 
the  tournament.  After  rattling  up 
more  than  100  points  against  Queen’S, 
Belfast  on  Monday,  they  put  60  points 
past  Exeter  at  Cyncoed  yesterday. 

Despite  the  conditions,  UWICs 
class  was  readily  apparent  as  they 
built-up  a  20-9  half-time  advantage. 
Exeter,  whose  points  came  fromfore»« 
Owen  Ashton  penalty  goals,  had  no 
answer  to  UWICs  speed  and  ball 
handling  as  Graham  Thomas  helped 
himself  to  a  hat-trick  of  tries,  while 
Steve  Jones  and  Gavin  Evans  each 
scored  two.  Carl  Morgan,.  Jonathon 
Williams  and  Adrian  Evans  also  got 
on  die  scoresheet  . 

UWIC's  final  game  is  this  after¬ 
noon.  against  Edinburgh,  who  sur¬ 
prisingly  lost  to  Queen’s.  Belfast  The 
Scottish  side  led  15-0  at  half-time,  but 
a  change  of  shirts  from  blue  to  more 
traditional  emerald  green  at  the 
interval  did  the  trick  for  the  Irish. 
They  ran  in  five  tries,  which  included 
a  brace  for  John  Patton,  the  full  back. 

The  winners  of  pool  four  will  be 
decided  by  the  final  match  between 
Oxford  and  Cork  tomorrow.  Oxford 
proved  too  strong  for  Cardiff 
Medicals,  winning  27-3,  yesterday. 
Coin’s  match  against  Bristol  .was  a 
late  kick-off. 


pave  way 
for  return 
of  Hallett 

By  David  Hands 

RUGBY  CORRESPONDENT 

RICHMOND,  having  moved  into  tiurd 
place  in  the  Allied  Dunbar  Prcmiereiup 
With  victory  over  Leicester  on  a  bitter 
Tuesday  night  could  hardly  keep  them- 
sdreTout  of  the  public  eye  yesterday. 
Their  announcement  of  a  new  chief 
executive.  Tony  Hallett.  wili  cnate  waves 
at  nearby  Twickenham,  while  they  also 
found  themselves  involved  in  a  spat  with 
Bristol  over  an  alleged  stamping. 

Hallett  resigned  as  chairman  of  Rich¬ 
mond  —  then  lurking  in  the  third  division 
of  the  Courage  Clubs  Championship -- 
when  he  became  secretary  of  the  Rugby 
Football  Union  (RFU)  in  1995.  His  period 
at  the  helm  became  a  chapter  of  conflict 
since  it  coincided  with  the  introduction  of 
professionalism  and  be  resigned  in 
August  after  a  series  of  disagreements 
within  the  RFU,  in  which  Hallett  and 
Cliff  Brittle,  the  chairman  of  what  was 
then  the  executive  committee,  were  per¬ 
ceived  as  the  main  protagonists. 

Hallett.  52,  will  replace  Symon  Elliott, 

-  who. is  taking  up  a  position  in  the  City,  in 
January.  “It  is  ironic  that  I  was  chairman 
of  Richmond  in  the  amateur  days  and 
now  I  am  back  in  the  hectic  world  of 
professionalism,"  Hallett  said.  Badt, 
moreover,  with  one  of  the  more  hawkish 
members  of  the  first  division,  though  the 
RFU  would  not  disagree  with  his 
sentiments  regarding  the  development  of 
English  players. 

“The  non-English  players  are  making  a 
big  contribution  at  most  premiership  dubs 
now,"  Hallett  said,  “but,  for  the  good  of 
. Richmond  and  English  rugby,  we  hope  to 
produce  home-grown  players  of  a  similar, 
or  better,  standard.  It  is  easy  to  spend 
money  now  when  you  have  access  to  a  rich 
investor,  but  we  want  to  utilise  our 
developing  mini /youth  section  and  our 
development  academy  as  a  pipeline  for 
English  players  coming  into  the  first  XV. 
Money  available  also  needs  to  be  used  to 
devdop  the  ground  and  its  facilities." 

In  the  wake  of  Tuesday’s  32-15  defeat  of 
Leicester,  however,  Richmond  found  that 
Barry  Williams,  their  Wales  hooker,  has 
been  cited  by  Bristol,  who  claim  that  he 
stamped  on  foe  head  of  Paul  Burke,  their 
fly  halt  during  foe  13-12  win  at  the 
Memorial  Ground  last  Saturday.  “Paul  is 
severely  shaken  tty  the  incident  and  is 
still  having  difficulty  moving  his  jaw," 
Fred  Howard,  the  Bristol  rugby  manag¬ 
er,  said. 

Though  Richmond,  in  a  statement, 
refuted  the  allegation,  they  have  fined  foe 
player.  “We  do  not  condone  foul  play  and 
we  are  sorry  to  hear  that  Paul  Burke 
'sustained  an  injury."  the  club  said, 
“-tjpwever,  having.,  reviewed  the  vidfo 
-evidence,  we,  ^ttegoricalty  refute  that 
Williams  intended  any  injury  to  foe 
player—  indeed,  his  foot  seemed  to  make 
contact  with  foe  player’s  chest  If  we  all 
must  work  on  this  basis,  then  Richmond 
must  in  turn,  cite  Phil  Adams  for  his 
deliberate  stamp  on  Craig  QninneU  (for 
which  Adams  received  a  yellow  card}." 

Quinnell  was  one  of  foe  heroes  of  foe 
victory  over  Leicester,  who  have  lost  their 
half  backs  for  the  forthcoming  game 
against  Harlequins  as  a  result  Jod 
Stransky.  the  South  African  fly  half,  will 
be  out  for  three  or  four  weeks  after 
displacing  a  rib  cartilage  and  Jamie 
Hamilton,  foe  scrum  half,  sustained  a 
-trapped  nerve  in  his  neck,  which  makes  it 
likely  that  Austin  Healey  and  WaiSale 
Serevi  will  form  a  new  half-back  pairing. 

Bristol,  who  hope  foal  they  can  resolve 
(heir  financial  problems  fay  selling  their 
ground  and  leasing  it  back,  have  sighed 
Adam  Laritin  from  North  Harbour, .foe 
New  Zealand .  first  division  province. 
Laridn.  23,  can  play  centre  of  fly  halfr^;: , 


t 
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Late  developer  makes  light  of  age  concerns 


Miles  has  attracted  the  attention  of  Leyton  Orient 


Ian  Wright  of  Arsenal  and 
England,  is  the  footballer  most 
often  held  up  as  an 
inspiration  to  all  potential  late 
developers  who  dream  of  glory 
while  dogging  round  foe  parks  or 
performing  in  front  of  a  few 
hundred  people  in  the  semi- 
professional  game. 

However,  even  Wright  has 
nothing  on  Adie  Miles,  who  is 
close  to  joining  the  professional 
ranks  at  the  age  of  36.  when  many 
players  are  considering 
hanging  up  their  boots  for  good. 

Miles,  a  striker  who  plays  for 
Bognor  Regis  Town  in  foe  Ryman 
League,  was  spotted  by  Leyton 
Orient  scouts  during  a  game 
against  Wembley,  in  which  he 


scored  a  hat-trick  in  only  21 
minutes.  He  scored  his  23rd  goal 
of  foe  season,  in  iris  27th  game, 
in  Bognor’s  4-0  win  against  Thame 
United  on  Saturday  and  was 
due  to  play  for  Orient  in  a  match 
against  Tottenham  Hotspur  last 
week  until  the  weather  intervened. 

Nevertheless,  hr  has  been 
invited  back  to  Brisbane  Road  by 
Tommy  Taylor,  foe  Orient 
manager,  and  seems  to  have  few 
doubts  about  his  ability  to 
grasp  his  opportunity.  “1  know  I'm 
getting  on  in  years  in  terms  of 
becoming  a  professional 
footballer,  but  I’m  the  fittest 
I'Ve  ever  been,"  Miles  said. 

He  had  a  six-year  rest 
between  foe  ages  of  16  and  22 


Nick  Szczepanik  on  the 
striker  ready  to  take 
a  belated  step  into 
professional  football 


when,  he. said,  “I  literally  never 
kicked  a  ball”  preferring  to 
concentrate  on  badminton, 
which  he  played  to  county  level  in 
Essex,  rather  than  pursue  a 
possible  career  with  Southend 
United.  Working  as  a  diamond 
setter,  he  appeared  occasionally 
for  Sutton  United  and  Woking., 
among  others,  before  joining 
Bognor  from  Pag  ham,  of  foe 


Unijet  Sussex  County  League 
first  division.  "At  30, 31, 1  started 
improving  again."  he  said. 

“Jack  Pearce  [the  Bognor 
manager)  has  really,  got  the  best 
out  of  me.” 

He  is  in  bis  thud  season  with 
Bognor,  during  which  time  he  has 
scored  73  times  and  finished  as 
leading  scorer  in  each  season. 
Among  those  hopeful  that 
M  lies  is  successful  will  be  foe 
headline  writers,  for  whom  the 
potential  of  Bo  goer’s  rough 
diamond  is  manna  from 
heaven. 

It  could,  of  coarse,  be 

something  in  the  sea  air  around 
Bognor.  Colin  Matthews,  the 
goalkeeper,  a  mere  stripling  at  28, 


has  also  attracted  attention  in 
the  capitaL 

He  played  in  a  trial  match  for 
West  Ham  United  against 
Bournemouth  at  Don  Court  .  . 
last  week,  watched  by  Harry 
Redknapp,  the  West  Ham 
manager,  and  Frank  Burrows,  the 
reserve  team  manager,  and  was 
invited  to  train  for  a  week  with  foe 
London  dub. 

“I  reckon  I've  got  another  few 
good  years  left  in  me,”  Matthews 
said.  “Ifs  not  too  late  for  a 
goalkeeper  to  go  into  foe  pro  game 
at  my  age." 

He  may  be  right.  Peter 
Shilton  was  47  when  he  reached 
L0O0  league  games  last  season 
— for  Leyton  Orient. 
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CRICKET:  DAMP  CONDITIONS  MAY  ASSIST  AGAINST  AUSTRALIA  IN  WORLD  CUP 

England  face  true  test  of  strength 


THE  England  women’s  team 
face  their  roughesr  test  so  far 
in  foe  World  Cup  today  when 
they  play  Australia  in  Nagpur 
in  the  final  round  of  qualifying 
matches  before  the  quarter¬ 
finals.  The  winner  of  the 
match  will  top  pool  A  and 
should  enjoy  the  easier  draw 
through  to  the  final. 

After  a  hard-fought  victory 
over  South  Africa  a  week  ago, 
England  have  enjoyed  embar¬ 
rassingly  easy  victories  over 
Pakistan,  Denmark  and  Ire¬ 
land,  passing  300  runs  in  50 
overs  on  ail  three  occasions 
and  winning  Ity  230,  194  and 
208  runs  respectively. 

Australia,  thrice  winners  of 
foe  World  Cup.  will  be  desper¬ 
ate  to  atone  for  their  unexpect- 


FROM  THRASY  PETROPOULOS  IN  NAGPUR 


edly  poor  showing  in  1993, 
when  they  lost  to  Englmid. 
With  opposition  thus  motivat¬ 
ed.  this  match  will  go  a  long 
way  to  indicating  whether 
England  are  capable  of  retain¬ 
ing  their  crown.  They  should 
be  full  of  confidence  in  the 
batting  department,  with  Jan 
Brittin.  Barbara  Daniels  and 
Charlotte  Edwards  having 
scored  centuries,  but  they 
have  dismissed  only  Ireland  in 
their  matches  to  dale. 

It  would  be  churlish  to  be 
critical  of  the  bowlers;  when  a 
side  is  defending  300-plus 
scores,  it  is  difficult  to  create 
pressure  in  foe  field.  Criticism 
can  be  levelled,  though,  at  the 


decision  by  captain  and  man¬ 
agement  to  bat  first  against 
Ireland.  England  have  yet  to 
field  first  on  this  tour  and  have 
come  to  India  out  of  season. 
The  time  for  experimentation 
has  gone. 

Australia  are  fresh  from  a 
363-run  victory  over  Denmark 
in  Bombay,  in  which  Belinda 
Clark  hit  a  world  record  229 
not  out  off  only  157  balls,  two 
more  than  Edwards  faced 
during  her  173  not  out  against 
Ireland  on  the  same  day. 

Clark,  though,  believes  Eng¬ 
land  will  be  a  different  propo¬ 
sition.  "This  will  be  a  good 
yardstick  to  where  the  teams 
stand,"  she  said.  “If  we  were 


playing  in  Australia,  it  would 
be  different,  but  the  conditions 
in  India  pull  the  teams  closer 
together." 

Those  conditions  are  likely 
to  be  damp  and  muggy  and 
more  to  England  is  liking.  Eng¬ 
land  will  be  desperate  to  gain 
the  upper  hand  against  the 
team  they  could  easily  meet  in 
the  final. 

Pool  B  concluded  yesterday 
with  India  involved  in  a 
thrilling  tie  with  New  Zealand 
in  Indore  and  Holland  defeat¬ 
ing  Sri  Lanka  by  47  runs  in 
Jaipur.  All  tour  teams 
progress  to  the  quarter-finals, 
with  West  Indies  missing  out. 

ENGLAND:  *K  Smithies,  S  Mstcalte.  C 
EdHranfc.  J  Briton.  S  Osntets.  WCaasar.  M 
Reyrard.  K  Urn,  C  Connor,  S  Ffedtem.  C 
Taylor. 


MCC  hierarchy  backs  # 
election  of  women 


By  Our  Sports  Staff 


A  SPECIAL  general  meeting  • 
of  MCC  has  been  called  for 
February  24  to  decide  whether 
to  admit  women  as  members 
for  the  first  time.  The  commit¬ 
tee  is  supporting  the  proposal. 

.  Roger  Knight,  the  club  sec¬ 
retary,,  has  sent  members  a 
report  of  Iasi  week's  meeting, 
when  tlie  committee  decided 
on  the  radical  change.  “The 
committee,  by  a  large  major¬ 
ity.  has  now  reached  the  view 
that  the  time  has  come  to 
adopt  the  rule  changes  neces-  . 
sary  to  allow,  for  the  election  of 
ladies  to  the  membership  of 
the  dub,"  Knight  writes. 

“While  the  committee  hopes 
that  the  membership  will 
share  these  conclusions,  it 


acknowledges  that  this  is  a 
matter  for  "each  individual 
member  to  decide  for  himself. 
A  two-thirds  majority  of  votes 
cast  will  be  required." 

The  committee's  support, 
along  with  the  backing  al¬ 
ready  voiced  by  Colin  Ingleby- 
Mackenzie,  foe  president  is 
cause  for  optimism,  according 
to  Rachel  Heyhoe-Flint,  a  per¬ 
sistent  campaigner. 

Highlights  from  the  final  of 
the  Champions  Trophy  be¬ 
tween  England  and  West  In¬ 
dies  in 'Sharjah  tomorrow  will 
be  shown  on  BBC  Grand¬ 
stand  on  Saturday.  Hamp¬ 
shire  have  signed  Baer 
Hartley,  foe  long-serving 
Yorkshire  seam  bowler. 
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equestrianism 


chance  of 
World  Cup 
success 


By  Jenny  MacArthur 


ROBERT  SMITH’S  hopes  for 
a  second  successive  win  in  the 
Volvo  World  Cup  qualifier  at 
the  Olympia  show  jumping 
championships,  which  start 
today  in  the  Grand  Hall. 
Olympia,  have  been  dashed 
because  of  the  withdrawal  of 
Senator  Tees  Hanauer,  his 
(op  horse. 

The  17-year-old  gelding, 
whose  performances  at  the 
Amsterdam,  Brussels  and 
Berlin  qualifiers  this  season 
have  lifted  Smith  to  No  10  in 
the  World  Cup  rankings,  has 
sustained  a  slight  tendon 
injury  and  will  be  rested  until 
after  Christmas. 

Smith,  who  is  the  only 
Briton  to  feature  in  the  top  20 
of  the  World  Cup  rankings, 
will  now  ride  either  Senator 
Scham  or  Senator  For  The 
Best  in  the  qualifier  on  Satur¬ 
day  afternoon,  but,  with  both 
horses  only  recently  back  on 
the  circuit  after  ~ niggling" 
injuries,  he  does  not  rate  his 
chances  of  success  very 
highly  in  what  looks  set  to  bie 
the  most  competitive  qualifier 
of  the  season. 

Nine  of  the  top  ten  riders 
on  the  present  world  ranking 
list  are  competing,  including 
Willi  Melliger,  of  Switzer¬ 
land.  the  Olympic  silver  med¬ 
al-winner,  and  the  two 
leading  German  riders, 
Ludger  Beerbaum,  the  Euro¬ 
pean  champion,  and  Franke 
Sloothaak.  the  world 
champion. 

Great  Britain,  which  boast¬ 
ed  four  riders  in  the  top  ten 
six  months  ago,  now  has  oily 
John  Whitaker,  but  Geoff  Bil- 
lington,  Michael  Whitaker 
and  Nick  Skelton,  ranked  at 


Noll,  No  12  and  No  17  re¬ 


spectively,  wall  all  attempt  to 
reinstate  themselves  this 
weekend. 

John  Whitaker,  although  at 
No  3  in  the  world  rankings,  is 
also  in  need  of  a  boost  His 
disappointing  performance  in 
Berlin  last  month,  where 'he 
sustained  a  heavy  fall  in  the 
qualifier  after  Welham  failed 
to  dear  the  back  pole  of  a 
parallel,  has  left  him  trailing 
in  as  joint-No  57  in  the  World 
Cup  rankings  —  from  which 
the  top  19  qualify  for  die  final 
in  Finland  in  ApriL 

Whitaker,  who  competes  to¬ 
day  in  the  opening  Petplan 
family. pairs  relay  with  his 
son,  Robert,  and  daughter, 
Louise,  will  decide  tomorrow 
whether  to  ride  Virtual  Village 
Welham  or  Grannusch  on 
Saturday  afternoon. 

Billington,  who.  in  It’S  Otto, 
has  the  most  talented  horse  of 
the  16  Britons  competing,  is 
.  hoping  Bob  Ellis,  the  course 
designer,  wfl]  "build  big"  far 
die  qualifier.  “The  more  diffi¬ 
cult  it  is,  die  better  for  me," 
Billington  said  in  a  reference 
to  his  Dutch  gelding’s  effort¬ 
less  scope.  In  both  Berlin  and 
Geneva,  the  only  two  World 
Cup  events  in  which  he  has 
competed  this  season,  a  frus¬ 
trating  four  faults  in  the 
opening  round  kept  him  out  of 
contention. 

Billington,  a  natural  show¬ 
man,  can  be  guaranteed  to 
help  entertain  the  67,000  who 
wiD  flock  to  Olympia  this 
week.  The  Shaw’s  winning 
formula  —  devised  by  the  late 
Raymond  Brooks-Ward  26 
years  ago  —  stems  from  its 
heady  mix  of  serious 
showjumping  and  Christmas 
frivolity. 


Win  Christmas  fizz 


Bv  Simon  Barnes 


MAfilC  numbers  and '  free 
champagne:  what  more  could 
possibly  be  desired  by  anyone 
with  sporting  blood  in  die 
veins?  Once  again.  The  Times 
is  able  to  offer  bottled  bliss,  in 
the  form  of  Nicolas  Feuflhtfte 
champagne,  to  anyone  who 
contributes  a  Magic  Number 

J^this  Christmas. 

^  A  Magic  Number  is  one 
that  carries  immense  sporting 
weight.  Some  numbers  cany 
weight  for  all  time,  like  Don 
Bradman’s  99.94  or  Torvill 
and  Dean’s  6.  but  every  year 
throws  up  new  numbers. 
How  about  78, 0,  and  0?  These 
are  the  numbers  for  Michael 
Schumacher  the  78  points  be 
was  docked  far  crashing  into 
Jacques  ViDeneuve,  the  zero 
points  he  was  left  with  and  the 
zero  fine  he  was  given.  I  wiD 


judge  the  numbers  for  their 
champagneworthiness.  En¬ 
tries  should  be  sent  to  me  at 


The  Sports  Desk, 
The  Times, 

1  Pennington  Street, 
London  El  9XN 


or  by  fax  to  0171 .782  5211. 

The  final  collection  is  to  be 
published  shortly  after  Christ¬ 
mas,  so  do  it  soon. 


BASKETBALL 

EUROPEAN  CUP:  Rfwtorf  (QerJ  71 
London  Toms  W  _ 

national  association  (nbai_c&«- 
tend  103  Phoenix  90;  tAaim  95  Utah  103: 
Los  Angeles  Lakers  109  Mmrresott  96:  No* 
Vort.  sSuetion  7B;  Houston  i lavyoxwg 
91 .  Dow  85  San  Antorw  S3;  GoJOan  Sate 
103  Dates  92.  Los  Angeles  CSppere .9* 
Scdirte  109.  Sacramento  94  Portland  87 

_ CRICKET _ 

World  Series  Cup 
Australia  v  New  Zealand 

MELBOURNE  (New  Zealand  *on  Toss? 
Ausuaha  deal  Na»  Zealand  Oysa wakes 
NEW  ZEALAND 

M  j  Home  c  Gflchnsl  o  Caw  -  - ^ 

N  j  Asm  c  Gflchusl  b  Date . ™ 

C  L  Cams  ti  Wilson  .  . O 

•S  P  Fleming  c  Bowan  b  WBfion . “ 

C  □  McSMan  c  Harvey  Warns . ’ 

R  G  Twose  run  out  . “ 

tA  C  Raw  e  QenrB  b  Mbon . = 

C  Z  Hams  nor  out  .... 

D  L  VBflon  c  W&me  b Sevan -'J 

GflLtfsencSRWauEpbBevan..  --o 

S  a  O  ConnOf  r  Jh  oul  . 

Euras  (ID  4.  *  S.  re  Si .  • 

To»H49  3  _ 141 

FALL  OF  WICKETS  1  5.  2-9.  3-19.  4-<S, 
L-J5  6-45  7-75  8  103. 9-1® 


BOWUNG'  Wteon  UHV36-3:  Date  10-2- 
22-£  Warns  10-2-25-1.  Sevan  10-0-26-2: 
Bictol  90-17-0:  Harvey  0.3-O-S-O. 
AUSTRALIA 

M  J  DiVenuto  c  Astte  b  Caens . -  7 

M  E  Wai#i  c  ParorB  b  Cams . 

RT  Porting  not  out..  .  ..  . . « 

•SR Waugh cParoreb Calms .  V 

MG  Swan  cAstteb Calms .  ....  42 

t A  c  Offcrasi  na  out . —  . ” 

Extras  [to  4.w8,nb  1|  . .J3 

Total  (4  wfcta.  3L5  ovarsj - 142 


I J  harwy.  A  Date.  P  Wteon.  S  K  Wamo  and 

AJ  BichetdW  notbai 

FALL  OF  WICKETS  1-17.2-2Z3-22.4-T17. 

BOWUNG.  O'Conner  10-0-43-0:  Cams 

10-3-40-4:  vetiofi  9-1-32-0:  Ham*  9.5-1- 

23*0 

Umptfes  R  Emereon  and  D  G  ^ 

Scuh  AWca  -  •  *  *  l  J 

Australia  .. .  *  2  \  * 

Now  Zealand  .  4  l  a  x 


Tour  match 

Sooth  Africa  Students 

v  England  Undcr-W 


PORT  ELIZABETH  (ftaf  day  otto*:  South 

ai - uevi  lOSS). 


Sufenis  hem  **  *** 

against  England  UnderlB 

SA  STUDENTS:  Rretlmlrgs 
0  Malta!  b  Tcjeter  . . . 1® 

J  Henderson  b  Napier  .  ..  - 7 


Sporting  legends  who  have  gloried  in  excess  avoirdupois 

Roly-polies  can  pull  their  weight 


Christmas  is  coming 
and  sportsmen  are  get¬ 
ting  fat  —  and  some  of 
them  are  not  at  all  happy 
about  turning  into  sporting 
Tdefubbies.  On  Tuesday, 
Shane  "Warne,  die  Australia 
Test  cricketer,  rolled  out  of  a 
news  conference  in  Mel¬ 
bourne.  wobbling  with  rage 
after  being  asked  about  ms 
weight. 

He  was  attending  die  un¬ 
veiling  of  a  waxwork  model  of 
himself  when  he  was  asked  by 
a  reporter  if  he  preferred  the 
leaner  lines  of  his  wax  image. 
“That’s  why  I  don’t  answer 
any  questions  from  you 
blokes."  Wame  spluttered. 
“That’s  it,  you’ve  ruined  it 
Thanks  very  much." 

Wame  should  learn  to 
watch  his  sense  of  proportion 
— for  die  glorious  truth  is  that 
sport  has  always  had  its 
helping  of  fat  boys  and,  as 
long  as  they  have  been  able  to 
produce  great  performances, 
they  have  been  loved  and 
respected  by  players  and  spec¬ 
tators  alike. 

In  some  sports,  the 
Sportytubbies  are  naturals, 
and  Wame  shouldn’t  worry 
too  much  because  cricket  is 
one  of  them.  Dr  W.  G.  Grace, 
the  father  of  them  alL  was  a 
giant  of  a  batsman  in  every 
way  —  though,  in  his  youth, 
he  was  slim  and  athletic 
enough  id  win  gold  medals  on 
the  track  for  hurdling. 

Concern  over  Ian  Botham’s 
waistline  at  times  ate  up  as 
many  column  inches  as  analy¬ 
sis  of  his  averages,  while  Mike 
Gatdng  fought  a  long  but 
losing  battle  against  his  love 
for  B ransom  pickle  sand¬ 
wiches. 

Bade  in  Australia,  the  critics 
of  Wame  should  remember 
die  fine  play  of  Warwick 
Armstrong,  the  captain  wbo 
led  diem  to  eight  successive 
wins  over  England  in  1920 
and  1921.  He  took  to  the  pilch 
at  well  over  20st  and  was 
known  affectionately  as  “The 
Big  Ship”. 

Despite  the  best  efforts  of 
the  dieticians,  -football,  too, 
has  always  had  its  share  of  fat 
favourites  —  none  more  criti¬ 
cised  for  his  weight  than  Paul 
Gascoigne,  whose  size  goes  up 
and  down  like  a  Richard 
Branson  balloon.  In  Italy, 
they  got  him  down  from  14st 
71b  to  list  41b  by  putting  him 
on  a  Mediterranean  diet  — 
which  meant  red  wine  instead 
of  pints  of  lager. 

-  In  some  sports,  like  tug 
o*war.  Wrestling  or  American 
football,  die  extra  ballast  can 
be  a  positive  advantage.  Wil¬ 
liam  Ferry,  the  American 
footballer,  who  played  for  the 
Chicago  Bears  in  the  Eighties, 
was  employed  just  for  his  size. 
He  weighed  28st  and  was 
known  as  "The  Refrigerator". 


ened  and  risking  serious  inju¬ 
ry.  The  super-heavyweights, 
of  course,  have  no  such  prob¬ 
lems  and  are  often  remem¬ 
bered  as  much  for  their  size  as 
for  their  skill.  So  it  is  for  his 
nickname  that  we  recall  the 
American  heavyweight  “Two- 
ton"  Tony  Galento  rafter 
man  for  the  fan  that  he  was 
beaten  by  the  great  Joe  Louis. 

The  secret  of  many  a  fat 
sportsman  of  the  past  has 
been  to  acquire  a  memorable 
nickname,  to  relax  and  to 
glory  in  the  power  of  his  size. 
Perhaps  “Waxy”  Wame  could 
leam  a  lesson  from  these 
giants  of  sporting  history. 

The  greatest  of  them  all  was 
surely  the  formidable  English 
goalkeeper.  William  “Fany" 
Foulke.  He  was  sometimes 
also  known  as  ‘Little  Willie" 
and  he  kept  balls  out  of  the  net 
for  his  country  in  the  late  19th 
century. 

He  once  hit  23st  and  helped 
Sheffield  United  io  two  FA 
Cup  victories  and  one  League 
championship.  He  was  said  to 
be  able  to  carry  a  man  under 
each  arm  and  to  regularly 
punch  a  footbaJJ  as  far  as  the 
halfway  line. 

On  one  occasion,  he 
brought  a  game  to  a  halt  when 


‘In  some  sports 
the  extra 
ballast 
can  be  a 
positive 
advantage’ 


Konishiki.  a  Sumo  wrestler  known,  not  surprisingly,  as  The  Dum; 


ck”  makes 
ok  sylphlike  figures 

whOe  “Fatty”  Foulke,  the  mountainous  English  goalkeeper,  pares  in  comparison 


Botham,  left,  and  G acting,  both  partial  to  a  good  lunch.  look  sylpr 


Some  sportsmen  grow  fat 
without  trying,  while  others 
are  practically  force  fed.  In 
Sumo  wrestling,  they  like  to 
select  their  future  champions 
as  children  and  fatten  them 
up  like  geese  bring  pumped 
for  their  pdti  de  foie  gras. 

In  darts,  the  figure  of  a 


Jocky  Wilson  is  no  disadvan¬ 
tage  and  snooker's  cubbies 
can  take  their  cue  from  Bill 
Werbeniuk,  the  great  Canadi¬ 
an,  who  gloried  in  his  20st  and 
steadied  his  arm  with  eigh¬ 
teen  pints  of  lager  per  match. 

Boxers,  of  course,  like  jock¬ 
eys.  have  always  been  preoc¬ 


cupied  with  weight.  They 
often  have  real  problems 
when  they  try  to  lose  surplus 
pounds  too  rapidly  in  the  run¬ 
up  to  a  contest  by  fasting  or 
sweating  it  off  in  order  to 
make  the  weight  The  danger 
is  that  they  will  go  into  the 
ring  dehydrated,  badly  weak- 


he  snapped  a  crossbar. 
Another  time,  he  had  to  be 
carried  off  injured,  but  he  was 
far  too  big  for  the  stretcher 
and  it  took  six  strong  men  to 
lift  him. 

He  was  also  feared  for  his 
temper.  In  one  game,  he 
picked  up  George  Allan,  the 
Liverpool  centre  forward,  and 
planted  him  head  first  in  the 
muddy  goalmouth.  Liverpool 
won  as  a  result  of  the  penalty 
that  followed. 

On  another  occasion,  when 
“Fatty"  was  on  a  losing  FA 
Cup  final  side,  he  was  en¬ 
raged  by  the  decisions  of  the 
referee.  Tran  Kirkham.  His 
anger  boiled  over  as  he  lay  in 
ihe  team  bath  after  the  match 
and  a  few  minutes  later  a  vast, 
steaming,  naked  goalkeeper 
was  seen  charging  around 
Crystal  Palace  hunting  the 
hapless  official. 

Foulke  transferred  as  cap¬ 
tain  to  Chelsea  in  1905,  taking 
with  him  his  legend  and  his 
appetite.  One  morning  before 
a  match,  he  got  into  the  dining 
room  ahead  of  his  team-mates 
and.  finding  the  food  ready, 
polished  off  all  eleven  break¬ 
fasts. 

When  they  cried  foul  and 
called  him  all  sorts  of  names, 
he  replied  with  a  line  that 
Shane  Wame  would  do  well 
to  borrow — “  I  don’t  care  what 
you  call  me,  as  long  as  you 
don’t  call  me  late  for  dinner." 


John  Bryant 


FOR  THE  RECORD 


G  King  ran  out  _  .  _  ...  78 

M  Qarrfie*J  t>  Fwrett  - . ...4 

JKempnotoul .  -  ...  - 16 

*G  Lora  not  out — . — —  .8 

Extras  (b  1,  t>4,  nb  7) .  .  .  ■  12 
Tc*af(4wttB) - 256 


tA  Jacobs.  M  Mtotoo.  M  Holmes.  N  Evans 

and  J  Atoarua  rtd  not  bat 

FALL  OF  WICKETS-  1-38.  2  201,  3-200. 

4-240. 

BOWUNG:  Tudar  16-2-48-1;  Gwa  17-1- 
750.  Napter  9-2-18-J;  Pmwfl  14-5-25-1; 
SctatakJ  196-41-0.  Gough  12- 2-350; 
Haywood  30-7-0 

ENGLAND  UNDER-lfc  "S  D  PWars.  J  N 
Flanagan.  M  A  Gough.  G  P  Swann,  G  R 
Haywood.  G  R  Nepfer.  J  C  PonWfl.  C  P 
Schofield.  tN  J  WWon.  J  T  Tucker  J  O 
Grove. 

WOMEN'S  WORLD  CUP:  Barodsc  South 
Africa  258-7.  Denmark  1 1S.  South  AWca  «en 
by  143  runs  Near  DeW:  Hotand  138  (1 


Indta  176  JA  Jam  61).  Mdch  Bed 


FOOTBALL 


CONFEDERATIONS'  CUP:  Czech  Repub- 
ic  6  Unted  Arab  Emtoes  1:  4 

South  Africa  3  (both  m  Riyadh) 

Tuesday's  lata  reams 

FA  CUP:  Seocnd-mund  rephys: 

Town  0  Northempton  Town  0 
4-3  on 


law. 


wh 


pons. 


Northampton  away  to  Leicester  Cltyj; 
Bore  ham  Wood  0  Cheltenham  Town  2 
iQwecnhom  home  to  Rasdtep).  Chester¬ 
field  0  Grvnsby  Town  2  [Grtmsby  home  to 
NonMchChy);  Hertford  United  1  Cotaheslw 
United  1  [aer:  1-1  after  90mm:  Heretad  w 
54  on  pens:  Hetetord  home  to  Tranmere 
Rovers);  Notts  County  1  Preston  North  End 
2  (ant  1-1  alter  90mm;  Preston  home  to 
Stockport  Oouay):  Wartord  2  Torquay  1 
(set.  OO  tfur  BQmin.  Warlord  home  io 
Sheffield  Wednesday! 

VAUXHALL  CONFERENCE:  Spakfing 


Cup:  Quarter-finata:  Hayes  3  Ye«i1  Town 
0:  Nodhwteh  Vfetene  3  Hednssfotd  Town  2 


1-1  after  9&tte). 


L*S  SCOTTISH  LEAGUE:  Second 
rfivtston:  Clyde  0  Queen  ol  the  South  0 
FA  CARLS8ERG  VASE  TNid-round  ra- 
atayE  Hteton  3  Brook  House  0.  Sudbury 
WncksS  Camberley 1 
UNtBOND  LEAGUE:  Bra  dhrWon:  Cong- 
leton  2  Droyteden  2.  Cup:.  ThW  romd: 
4  Colwyr  Bay  2;  B 


Alum  chain  4  Colwyr  Bay  K  Blyth  Spsrtans 
4  Frdstey  1:  Marine  1  Runcorn  0.  Un»ta 


Cur  Hna  round:  Wilton  0  Traffcrd  2. 
DR  M 


_  I MAHTB4S  LEAGUE:  Planter  dbrUorc 
Atheretone  0  Worcester  2,  Dorchester  2 
SOfngCbume  0.  Ntreaion  3  Gtoucester  1 
Southern  dvtelon:  devedon  2  Waterlco- 
rie  1  Cup:  Second  round:  Bath  i 
Newport  IfoWI  2:  Baton  f  Moo r  Green  J. 
CambndgeCoy  1  HkictJey  Uld  0.  Haslnps 
1  Margate  2.  Stourbridge  0  SofchuB  0 
RYMAN  LEAGUE;  Premier  drvteton:  Beb¬ 
op's  Stcmtcrd  1  Hendon  t  first  tftnsion: 
Abingdon  Town  2  Wembley  0:  Hampton  2 
Boonv  1  Second  dMstoir  Horsham  0 
WMdttene  2  Third  dMstorr  Wingate  and 


Answers  from  page  42 
HYGR1C 


[dating  to  water  or  ^  *»  »y 


_  of  the  boll  of  Sba  which  is  his 

8  mythology.  A to  a  figw*  w  statoeof 

Side,  and  The:  majestic  Nandi. 

^^S!TCSSSL  ito-  of  *e 


SNOW  REPORTS 


Depth 

(OT) 


Concflttons 
Ptsie  Ofl/p 


Buns  to 
resort 


Weather 
(5pm)  Last 
■°C  snow 


AUSTRIA 

Kitzbuhet 


toe 


Obergmgt 

Wasiendori 


15  S3  good  powder  art 

(Same  good  slang  on  open  runs) 

70  110  good  powder  te*  doud 

(Excellent  skiing  conditions .) 

95  good  powder  dosed  sun 

(Ewsfetf  staig  on  upper  pstes) 


IS 


■A  17/12 
-5  17/12 
-6  17/12 


FRANCE 

Aucriaz 


Chamonix 


Flatne 


35  SO  good  varied  fak  cloud 

(24  runs  open  wth  some  good  slung) 

5  70  lair  varied  dosed  loir 

(Untied  stitng  at  the  moment  with  strong  Htnds/ 
30  120  good  varied  lair  doud 

(Very  windy  yesterday  morning,  higher  title  dosed) 
45  120  .  good  varied  lair  snow 

(Strong  winds  and  poor  visJbffiy.  good  on  glacier) 
40  60  good  varied  art  doud 

(Good  siding  higher  up.  46/100  Sits  running) 

SWITZERLAND 

C  Montana  5  40  lair  varied  dosed  windy 

(Best  siding  above  2£00m  bur  strong  winds) 
Ktosters  45  105  good  powder  aft  far 

•  ■  (Exceflent  stasng  wflh  25  fiffs  open) 


Tignes 
Val  d'lsSre 


-1  17/12 
-<  17/12 
■6  17/12 
-2  17/12 
-7  17/12 


-5  17/12 
-6  17/12 


Source:  Ski  Ck*  ol  Greet  Britsm.  L  -  lower  dopes;  U  -  upper;  art  -  artificial 


Finchley  1  ConrttvsnCasuals  3 
Mambars  Trophy:  Sacontf  round;  At®iev  J 
Cheshunt  0  Fub  Members  Cup:  Second 
round:  Laatherheaa  2  Chertsey  1  Guard¬ 
ian  insurance  Cup:  TTwd  round:  Canvey 
Island  2  Iteonn  0.  Carsheiton  1  BJertcay  0. 
Rorrtord  3  Bromley  1:  Si  Albans  t  Bedford 
Tn  1  taec  l-l  after  90mmi:  Wotengnem  1 
Walton  and  Heretom  0 
WMSTONLEAD  KENT  LEAGUE.  First 
Aittfon:  State  Green  2  Shappey  Z 
Whrtsiabte  1  Folreswne  Invsaa  4 
UNUET  SUSSEX  COUNTY  LEAGUE-  First 
division:  Arundel  0  Wick  1;  Uriehempwn  3 
Chtehesur  1  John  OXara  Cup:  Fourth 
round;  PwtTetd  3  Poaham  0 
ARNOTT  KSURANtS  NOHTHHIN 
LEAGUE:  Cup:  Second  round:  Tcnu  Le*  3 
Janow  Roofing  2 

ENDSLEJGH  INSURANCE  MIDLAND 
COfc«NATION:  Premier  dMstOK  Chesfyn 
Hay  2  hnowte  1 

J6WSON  EASTERN  COUNTIES  LEA¬ 
GUE:  Premier  division:  D«&  0  Woodbndge 
0.  Wrexham  1  Great  Yaimoulh  1 
JEWSON  WESSEX  LEAGUE:  First  dL 
vtefcxr  Lyrrvngron  3  Gosport  0:  Andover  4 
Easfleajn  1.  Botanemouth  0  Ton  cm  2 
Wmbome  4  Theicham  3 
GL8ERT  LEAGUE  GUP:  Second  round: 
Second  kn  Rhayaaer  Town  0  fLsry  8 
fBany  vn  ifrO  on  aggi 
CALOR  COUNTY  ANTHW  SHELD:  Ouar- 
ter-Snais:  OBOitery  4  Batf/da»  i.  0untfefa4 
Lame  (L  Lrfiekt  0  CEftonvfc  0  fact  Lr.fiet! 
wn  6-5  on  pens)  Portadewi  0  Crusaders  1. 
THE  TIMES  FA  YOUTH  CUP:  Second 
rOLtfxt  UanchasMr  Oty  3  West  Bromwich  2 
(ael:  2-2  after  90mm). 

SCHOOLS  MATCH:  Premier  League  Tro¬ 
phy  (Under- 16)-  Hampshae  4  Berkshire  4 
GBWti  LEAGUE:  Bonsua  Dortmund  9 
HenhaBertna 

GERMAN  CUP:  Quarter-Snots:  iSerdmgen 
0  VS  Stungart  4.  Cat  Zeiss  Ieri3  1  MSV 
Dustug  2 

CONFEDERATIONS'  CUP:  Brazil  3  Meoco 
2pnRiyadh| 

NTBWAT10NAL  MATCH:  Zambia  0  Ni¬ 
geria  0  (in  Krtwel 


FIXTURES 


FOOTBALL 

PONTIN'S  LEAGUE  Pramler  rfivtiorr 
Da  by  County  v  Aston  Via  tel  irw  Baseban 
Ground,  7D)  Cup:  Group  three:  Notts 
County  v  Leicester  City  (7  0| 

FA1  HARP  LAGER  NATIONAL  LEAGUE: 
Plainer  aveton:  Dundalk  <i  Shamot* 
Rovsre  (745) 

^WSON  WESffiX  LEAGUE:  Fast  dh 
utotoK  V,fhnetturch  v  Courts  Sports  (7  3Dj 


OTHEH  SPORT 

BASKETBALL  Man's  National  Gup:  Semi- 
ftnat  second  leg:  Lzcsskt  Rutera  f74|  » 
London  T ewers  (76i  (BO) 
EQUESTRIANISM'.  Otympa  attemafeonal 
showjumping  champohshps 
ICE  HOCKEY:  StAterteegue:  Sheffield 
SfetteJs  v  Basingdoffi  Bfeon  (730)  Ek- 
□rBSE  Cup;  Manchester  Storm  v  Ayr 
Scottish  Eagles  (7  301.  Cardiff  Devrfs  v 
Nottingham  Panthera  (7  0) 


ICE  HOCKEY 


NATIONAL  LEAGUE  (NHL)-  Prttsbiagh  t 
Tampa  Bay  l  IOTi  .  Washington  2  New S  od 
Islanders  2  (OTl.  Caoima  2  Ottawa  I.  New 
Jersey  4  New  Yorti  Rangers  3.  Calgary  « 
Chcego  3  (OT>.  San  Jose  5  Detroa  1 


RACKETS 


QUEEN'S  CLUB: 


Pubfc  schools 
chamtdonshmsr.  Jim  Dear  Cep:  First 
round:  M  Hollend  fKlafvemi  bi  G  McEwen 
iCfnUenhami  15-B.  15-12’  T  Howard  (Eton 
Dt  M  Gnnoy  (Charterhouse)  17-14.  158.  T 
Joy  (Cheftemamj  fa  H  Adar  fMarfborougni 
15-e.  t6-14.  WMoragorrdry  (Tontndpei  W 
A  Hoaie  fMtfttxxoughi  15%.  15-1  J.  P  Mc- 
Fenae-Chaningion  iRadtev!  bt  J  Lycn 
iWbihnglant  15-B  11-15.  15-0.  A  CcUieon 
fChctter.hami  fce  B  Darcv  iRddleyi  15-9. 15- 
12  T  Carter  fHarrowI  br  B  Sn»J  iCnelten- 
tiarr.i  15-12.  15-12  L  Dawes  iMalvcrnl  bt  W 
Srcm  fRadteyi  15-12  15-1:  J  Baie/ 
iWn-^eeterj  wo  S  HoUngswonn  tChanei- 
housei.  K  Behai  (Harroni  br  L  TuBey 
iChanerheusei  15-0  15-2.  A  Hussan 

iSoni  bt  T  Greaves  fRugfjy)  15-8.  15-J:  K 
Myers  .’Radterj  vio  D  JacLson  (Rugby).  C 
Goodman- Srnrth  (Martborouqb)  bi  fc  innes- 
Kctt  (EKXH  IMS  15-6.  IS- IT.  RHal (0 on) 
bt  N  h^nrty  IHauow)  15-5.  15-0:  J  Smat- 
hurst  'Harrow'  '  ~  -  -  - 


i  bt  J  Cronh  (Tonbndgei  15-3. 
15-7.  B  Townsend  [Qom  t"  S  Hiu  iMaNemi 


15-J.  15^:  6  Adams  (Tonbrelpel  M  J  Hall 
[CWicmi  15-11.  i£-3.  C  Moi3V!  (Radlevl  **> 
A  Prennce  iClttc^i.  J  Seabr>:*  (Etonj  tn  a 
Crawley  (Harrow  i  15-1,  15-2  F  EctersJey 
|E»ni  bi  W  Marshall  (CheOerhem)  1 5-0.  '5- 
6.  J  wairs  i  Harrowj  b!  0  S-auage  iCMon)  15- 
5.  15-0  M  Yoh-Lcng  lAadteyl  bi  B  Sloop 
iMariborouQhi  15-1  i  15-2  Second  round: 
B  Bumeff  (ChettsnltemlUPHambbn(Chai- 
:erftti»ei  15-s.  12- 1 5.  15-4  l  Darcy 
(Wmchdieri  wo  J  Panun  (Tontndge;.  J 
McCal  (Eloni  t*  HoBand  1 5-3,  l5-9:.ioywo 
Reward:  Montgomery  w  MOastrie^nei- 
nnacn  15-12. 15-1.  CoiAeon  tt  Cam  15- 
C.  17-14:  Davies  t«  Beney  15-8.  i7-i4. 
Btha!  to)  Hussain  16-13.  IS- 10;  iSoodman- 
Snwti  bi  Myeis  15-7.  15-2  SmeOutrsI  u 
fte*  15-3  16-13.  Adams  in  Townsend  15-2 
150.  SeauuOK.  di  Motav- 15-7,  15-ft  Wilts 


bt  Ederstey  150.  15^;  veA-ipng  a  E 
Watson  (Eren)  IB-13. 156:  W  Trtttli  |Ton- 


tmdgej  bl  J  BaKei  (Mahwn)  1S-9. 1S-6;  M 
Srfers  (Wtelhnatonl  W  R  Milard  fHalleybuivi 
lfr-0. 15-2  Third  round:  Deniv  a  Bunetl 
15-2,  15*  3d y  «  MfCaH  15- H.  I5-S; 
Monioo«T«iy  W  Cottcon  15-6. 15-7;  Davies 
a  Behai  11-15.  15B.  15-7:  Smeffiutsi  a 
Goodman-Snwh  15-3  15-9:  SeabtotA  W 
AOjmt,  15-8  1S-3:  Wte  a  York-Long  15- 
11 15-8  156.  a  T«laa  156.  159 
Quarter nets:  Joy  h  Dancy  15-10.  15-11: 
Morigomery  W  Davies  «69,  t  it.  156: 
Statu  00k  a  Smethurst  156. 1E-0;  Witte  t» 
aett  0-15.155.1513 


RUGBY  UNION 


The  Times  Students 
European  championship 

Pool  one 

Durttem 

11  Swansea 

27 

Roma 

12  TCD 

45 

Pool  two 
Northumfiria 

0  uco 

14 

Toulouse 

28  Loughborough 

22 

Pool  three 

UWIC  60  Exeter  9 

Oueen's,  Bates:  36  Edkibwgh  IB 

Pool  four 

Oxsotd  27  CbkUI  Mad  3 

ALLIED  DUNBAR  PREMIERSHIP:  First 

dhriston.  Richmond  32  Leicester  15 
Leactog  portions 


Saracens. . 

Newcastle 

Richmond 

Harlequins. 

Leicester 

Sate.  ..  . 

Bath . 


P  W 
7  7 


L  F  A 
0  195  103 
0  180  109 

3  166  135 
2  164  161 

2  142  110 

4  232  an 

3  176  169 


Pts 


14 


SKIING 


VAL  D’iSERE:  Woman's  World  Cup 
downhrit:  1.  K  Seranger  |Get)  2nwi  i  82sec 
Mmaiul  6»sec,  irrm  t»2isec):  2  H  Gera 
iGen  20231  (10162  10069):  3.  IH 
Marten  (Nor)  202.44  Iltn  59. 100.851.  4. 
M  Suchei  (Fri  203  02  (1  01  74.  >Oi  26).  5. 
R  Cava^oud  (Fr)  20320  (lOI  75. 
1  01  45) 


POOLS  DIVIDENDS 


VERNONS:  Treble  chance.  22  pc. 
£58  690  65.21  £361 20.  20  £36.90  Super 
shots  £1725  (pad  on  two  conecli 
Premier  ten:  £275  (paid  on  nine  correct) 
ZETTERS.  Treble  chance:  22pta 

£9.101  -25  21  £45.96.  20  E3  Hi.  19  50p 
Four  sways  C1Q2.80.  Sgf*  homes  (notn- 
Iro  barred).  £830  Four  draws  (Horn  an  12 
draws)-  £40.00  AH  draws  mMs  chance 
Harm  an  12  draws)  2-tpts  £402  95.  23 
140  70  Fair  five:  £27.10. 


VOLLEYBALL 


Financial 
cuts  force 
Britain  to 
disband 


By  John  Goodbody 


THE  Great  Britain  men’s 
team  has  had  to  be  disbanded 
because  of  cuts  in  funding 
from  the  taxpayer.  Although 
the  team  has  only  had  a 
properly-funded  programme 
for  seven  years,  ir  has  enjoyed 
receni  success,  including  vio 
tones  over  Australia.  Roma¬ 
nia.  Saudi  Arabia  and  France. 

However,  after  a  review  by 
the  United  Kingdom  Sports 
Council  and  the  British  Olym¬ 
pic  Association,  it  was  decided 
thai  "until  such  time  as  quali¬ 
fication  for  the  Olympics  be- 
comes  a  real  prospect  for 
indoor  volleyball,  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  span  within  the 
United  Kingdom  would  be 
best  administered  at  a  home 
coLimry  level".  England.  Scot¬ 
land.  Wales  and  Northern 
Ireland  are  members  of  the 
International  Volleyball  Fed¬ 
eration.  while  Britain  has 
never  qualified  for  the  Olym¬ 
pics  since  the  sport  became  a 
regular  part  of  ihe  Games 
programme  25  years  ago. 

The  British  Volleyball  Fed¬ 
eration  (BV'F)  had  applied  for 
a  grant  of  £84.000.  but  the  UK 
Sports  Council  has  given  it 
£42.000  in  the  present  finan¬ 
cial  year  and  “transitional 
funding"  of  £25.000  for  1995- 
99  so  that  “key  development 
project  for  the  sport  can 
continue  to  be  supported  until 
new  funding  partners  can  be 
found". 

The  derision  has  been  met 
with  outrage.  Mike 
McKeever.  the  BVF  secretary, 
said:  "With  nothing  for  young 
talent  to  aim  for,  the  sport’s 
youth  is  bound  to  be  lost  either 
to  other  games  or,  worse,  to 
British  sport  altogether. 

“Even  run-of-the-mill  play¬ 
ers  will  have  little  incentive  to 
improve.  The  bid  for  medals 
will  have  been  put  back  more 
than  the  seven  years  and  the 
Government's  ‘Sport  for  All’ 
policy  will  have  lost  some  of  its 
credibility.  “ 


ROWING 


Amateur 
era  ends 
at  Henley 


By  Mike  Kosewell 

ROWING  CORRESPONDENT 


THE  stewards  of  Henley  Roy¬ 
al  Regatta  have  broken  a  159- 
year  tradition  and  abandoned 
the  requirement  that  all  com¬ 
petitors  at  their  meeting 
should  be  amateur.  Mike 
Sweeney,  the  Henley  chair¬ 
man.  said:  “The  stewards 
recognise  that  the  concept  of 
an  amateur  status  is  no  longer 
valid  at  the  highest  levels. 

“Henley  is.  therefore,  fol¬ 
lowing  fte  lead  of  Fisa,  the 
international  governing  body, 
which  removed  all  references 
to  ‘amateur*  in  its  rules  and 
introduced  a  new  concept  of 
’eligibility'  last  summer." 

Henley  will  not  turn  away 
foreign  crews  who  are  paid  to 
row  or  whose  sponsors  prom¬ 
ise  win  bonuses.  The  Amateur 
Rowing  Association  (ARA) 
has  yet  to  clarify  its  “amateur" 
rule  for  British  crews,  but 
changes  could  come  before 
the  neatt  Henley  meeting. 

Another  era  ended  yester¬ 
day  when  Di  Ellis,  the  chair¬ 
man  of  the  ARA,  became  the 
first  directly-elected  female 
steward  of  the  regatta.  Two 
other  new  stewards.  Richard 
Stanhope  and  Richard 
Phelps,  are  former  Great 
Britain  internationals. 

Membership  of  the  stew¬ 
ards’  enclosure  increased  to 
6,410  from  6,042  in  1996. 
Henley’s  assets  increased  by 
14  per  cent  to  £3.7  million  and 
Holey  Royal  Regatta  Ltd. 
the  event’s  sister  trading  com¬ 
pany.  after  recording  a 
growth  of  43  per  cenL  donated 
£300,000  to  the  stewards' 
charitable  trust  which  aims  to 
provide  for  the  development 
of  youth  rowing. 


DISTANCE  TO  FINISH  (as  at  1200GMT  yesterday,  witti  miles  to  Sydney):  1 .  EF 
Language  iSwb)  1.210.5  miles:  2.  Swedish  Match  (Swe)  1,222.6;  3.  Toshiba 
(US}  1223.5.  4.  Chessie  Haang  (US)  1.226.2;  5.  Silk  Cut  (GB)  1,231.1.  0. 
Innovation  kvaemer  (Nor)  1 233.7.  7.  Mem  Cup  (Monaco)  1,243.5.  8.  EF 
Education  (Swe)  1.2462;  9.  BninelSunergy  (Hoff)  1.253.9. 
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Hamed  gets  ready  to  land  decisive  blow  in  defence  of  his  title 


Warren,  Hatred's  promoter,  poses  with  his  boxer  and  with  Hamed's  opponent,  Kelley,  left  at  a  press  conference  at  Madison  Square  Garden 


Angiy  Kelley  eyes  main  chance 


Over  the  past  two  weeks, 
Naseem  Hamed  has  been  sell¬ 
ing  himself  with  great  success 
on  television  and  radio  here,  but  Kevin 
Kelley,  his  opponent  tomorrow  at 
Madison  Square  Garden,  has  been 
reluctant  to  talk.  He  claimed  that  he 
has  been  too  busy  naming  for  this 
contest  in  the  Ftocano  Mountains  of 
Pennsylvania. 

In  fact,  he  is  not  inclined  to  help 
HBO.  the  television  cable  company 
that  is  backing  Hamed,  to  sell  the  bout 
In  the  Eighties,  Kelley  would  promote 
his  appearances  by  driving  around 
New  York  handing  out  pencils  with  his 
name  on  them,  sweets,  cookies  and 
T-shirts,  but  on  this  occasion,  he  has 
refused  to  do  even  that. 

The  reason  is  simple.  Although  Kelley 
was  a  regular  on  HBO  boxing  presenta¬ 
tions  for  many  years,  the  company  is 
paying  big  money  to  Hamed.  who  is 
little  known  in  the  United  States,  and 
not  to  him.  Hamed  is  receiving  $2 
million  (about  El -2  million)  for  this 
contest.  Kelley  just  $600,000. 

While  television  stations  are  captivat¬ 
ed  by  Hamed  “s  showtnans hip  and  have 


From  Srikumar  Sen,  boxing  correspondent,  in  new  york 


given  him  prime  time  coverage,  the 
newspapers  have  not  been  over-gener¬ 
ous  to  the  Sheffield  man.  New  York 
boxing  writers  are  hard  to  please  and 
are  never  too  enamoured  of  Britons  at 
the  best  of  times.  They  are  suspicious  of 
hype  and  publicity  and  have  preferred 
to  listen  to  the  complaints  of  their  man. 

Kelly  surfaced  on  Tuesday  at  a  face- 
to-face  press  conference  at  the  Garden 
and.  after  engaging  in  a  20-minute 
shouting  match  in  which  no  one  could 
understand  what  he  or  Hamed  was 
saying,  he  could  not  stop  putting  his 
point  of  view  to  journalists.  He  could 
not  understand  why  a  Brooklyn  boxer 
should  get  second  billing  to  a  foreigner. 

Seth  Abraham,  the  head  of  HBO  and 
the  man  backing  the  British  boxer  with 
a  muItimfllion-doUar  deal,  had  an 
answer  fix-  him,  however.  “I  told  Kevin: 
‘And  God  bless  you  if  you  beat  him.’ 
He  will  get  the  same  commitment  from 
HBO  as  Hamed  is  getting.” 

Lou  Di  Bella,  the  vice-president  of 
HBO.  went  further:  This  represents  a 
great  opportunity  for  Kevin,”  he  said. 


“He’s  a  terrific,  exciting  HBO  fighter,  ff 
he  beats  Hamed.  he  will  move  up  to  a 
level  of  popularity  that  he  didn’t  have 
before.  Kevin  will  benefit  from  the 
publicity  that  we've  done  for  Hamed." 

Yet  that  hurt  Kelley  even  more.  After 
all.  having  given  years  of  loyal  service 
to  HBO.  did  it  need  a  foreigner  to  make 
his  cause  deserving?  Phil  Borgia,  his 
trains',  said:  “Words  are  cheap.  We 
heard  Such  talk  before,  but  we  ain't 
seen  HBO  take  die  walk  yet" 

Kelley  added:  “Hamed  didn’t  start  all 
this  —  t  did.  1  was  the  first  to  put  the 
featherweights  on  die  map  after  25 
years.  That'S  why  Hamed  and  Junior 
Jones  and  Kennedy  McKinney  and  all 
the  others  are  getting  die  kind  of 
treatment  that  I  should  have  got  a  long 
time  ago.  They  are  jumping  the  gun 
with  this  guy.  They  are  putting  too 
much  into  a  man  who  is  not  known, 
who  does  not  come  from  this  city,  even 
this  country.  People  have  thrown  money 
at  him  like  tuna  fishes." 

You  cant  blame  Kelley  for  complain¬ 
ing.  He  has  never  had  if  .easy.  Despite  \ 


being  the  No  1  contender  in  1991.  he 
had  to  wait  two  years  before  he  got  his 
chance  to  fight  for  the  tide.  He  won  the 
World  Boxing  Council  championship 
in  1993,  but  lost  it  two  years  later  after  a 
severe  beating  from  Alejandro 
Gonzales,  of  Mexico.  Kelley  retired 
after  that,  came  back  six  months  later, 
but  has  never  recaptured  his  old  form. 


Kelley  came  to  England  recently 
to  see  Hamed  defend  his  World 
Boxing  Organisation  tide 
against  Jose  Badillo  and  said  all  the 
right  things  in  order  to  secure  this 
contest  —  hut  now  things  have  gone 
sour.  "Hamed  is  not  a  pioneer,"  he 
said.  “He  has  learnt  showmanship 
from  Muhammad  Ali,  hut  Ali  did  it 
with  a  srafle.  Hamed  does  it  arrogant¬ 
ly.  Guys  in  my  neighbourhood  keep 
telling  me  to  beat  his  butt. 

“My  aunt,  who  is  really  a  religious 
lady  and  doesn't  speak  bad  about 
anybody,  called  me  the  other  day  and 
said:  'Kevin,  I  saw  those  commercials 
and  he's  so  arrogant  and  so  nasty, 
that's  not  God-like.  You  need  to  give 
him  a  beating.  Herneeds  it.* "  '• 
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Free  Andrew  Coffihge  Moisfuming 

Shampoo  200ml  worth  £2.99 
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Natural  Bora  Healers  • 

Channel  4.2M0p^  , 

The  series  tsi  compienwnfefy  medicine  concludes 
by  looking  arwhat.it  can'do  for  one  of  the  mge 
contentions  diseases,  chronic  fatigue  syndrome 
also  known  as  ME.  Although  dismissed  in  some 
quartets  -as  yuppie  flu,  this  programme  at  least  is 
prepared  to  take  If  scrims  y  and  nobody  would 
suggest  that  Roy  Haggerty  is  fibbing  when  he  talks- 
of  a  miserable -.-three  years  of  woken  nights, 
blurred  vision  and  debilitating  lack  of  energy.  His 
GP,’  Dr  Peter  May,  iff  sceptical  about  alternative 
treatments  bnt  prepared  to  let  Dr  Julian" Kenyan, 
who  believes  in  them,  take  Haggerty  under  his 
wing.  There  is  no  instant  miracle.  May  accuses 
Kenyon  of  "pulling  wadty  ideas  out  of  the  blue" 
and  remains  unimpressed. But  there  is  evidence  to 
suggest  that  .-alternative  methods  may  succeed 
where  conventional  ones  have  failed. 


Les  GodUy  shows  his  respect  pv,  &38pm) 


Was  It  Good  For  Yon? 
Channel  5, 8.00pm 
The.  holiday  program: 


The.  holiday  programme  visits  Mexico  in  the 
company  of  three  groups  of  Britons  doing  very, 
different  thingfe.  For  Rachel,  Christine  and  Eileen, 
nurses  and  a  physio  from  a  London  hospital  who 
have  been  backpacking  for  three  months,  Mexico 
ts  a  chance  to  unwind  anddo  nothing  very  mutfi 
Jon  and  Nkfc  friends  from  Leeds,  give  up  their 
usual  holiday  pursuits  of  birds  and  booze  in  favour 
of  scuba  divmg,  while  die  Allingtoos  and  their  two 
sons  take  a  coach  tour,  in  search  of  Idea]  culture. 
The  series  has  more  than  a  whiff  of  Channel  4's 
Real  Holiday  Show,  except  that  it  goes  to  one  place 
at  a  time  and  sends  the  presenters  along  too. 
Indeed,  .what  with  camera,  crews  tracking  every 
move,  and  chirpy  tittle  Ailsa  Gfeenbalgh  popping 
up  in  themidcue  of  everything,  you  worfatr.Whatj 
sort  of  a  hoUdaythesepeople  are  having.1 


vain  But  there  is  a  stradngseooaiff  in  this  hfe»~ 
episode  as  Dover  comes  to  a  halt  in  Rimoprtf 
Dfanaf  Princess  of  Wales.  Ujs. 
funeral  and  bringing  a  busy  port  toa  stands®  fa  ” 

obsave  a  minuted  silenre  is  a  tag  opoaaoj  Rux 

police  form  a  guard  of  honour  and  sn£  and  - . 
passengers  bow  thetr  heads  until  a  cannon  sba 
signals  that  the  minute  is  up.  The  arrival  otacnase 
Jiner,  ironically  called  the  Royal  Prtneea  provides 
the  other  main  storyline,  gnra  spice  by  luggage 
ending  up  in  the  sea-  ' 


Dover  •• 

ITV,  830pm  . 
The  ChanneT  part 


The  Channel  part  documentary  has  been  short  on- 
high  drama  and  unlike  Holiday  Reps  it  dra  not 
have  regular  characters  to  sustain  the  interest  One 
gathers,  toa  that  legal  constraints  may  have 
censored. the  more  dramatic  triumphs  of  HM 
Customs.  The  .sniffer  dogs  have  usually  sniffed  in. 


Scare  Stories:  Sinking  the  Ark 
BBC2. 925pm 

The  final  programme  in  a  bold  series  ahqfflteto 
revisionism  turns  to  the  animal  conservaorasstsL 
The  film  reminds  us  that  until  about  30  years  ago 
the  Old  Testament  view  that  animals  were  mere  to 
be  tamed  and  eaten  had  gone  largely 

unchallenged  Then  toe  conso-vaiiQn  mcregpept 
'took  off  .told  its  argghenrs  became  y 
'ij&r  toe-protection’ of  species  became  toe 'haf 
orthodoxy-  The  film  pays  tribute  tothe  onergyaoi 
persistence  of  conservationists'  campaigns^  But  "k  - 
does  suggest  that  some  of  their  darker  predictions 
have  been  based  on  dubious  evidence  are!  that 


v  •  -  -  ,: 

Hr  *■ 


•  for  many  ordinary  people.  Storing  5,000  Indian 
tigers  may  have  been  a  laudable  crusade,  hut  frJed 
to  nearly  one  rruUkm  peasants  being  evicted  from 

•  their  land.  Peter  WaytWMk 


RADiO  CHOICE 


Thursday  Afternoon  Flap  Clever  As  Paint 
Radio  4,2.00pm 

Readers  who  can  spend  time  near  a  radio  on 
weekday  afternoons  know  erf  riches  others  can  only 
dream  about  and  this  slot  on  Thursdays  often 
provides  proof,  Cleveras  Paint  is  a  clever  tide  fora 
play  about  toe  Pre-Raphaelites,  the  leading  lights 
of  die  art  world  in  mid-Victorian  London.  Kim 
Morrisseys  dramatisation  is  set  at  Christmas  and 
focuses  on  three  of  the  most  famous  of  toe 
movement's  figures:  Dante  Gabriel  Rossetti,  lizzie 
Siddal  and  William  Morris.  The  tortured 
relationship  between  these  three  led  to  the  suicide 
of  Siddal  in  her  twenties,  after,  years  of  suffering 
over  the  infidelity  of  her  husband,  Rossetti,  not 
least  with  Morris's  wife.  The  leads  are  played  here 
by  Imogen  Stubbs,  Paul  Rhys  and  Jonatoan.Cake. 


Analysis:  Tiger.  Tiger,  Bunting  Out? 

Radio  4. 8.00pm 

The  so-called  “tiger" economiesof  South-East  Asfr 
were  trumpeted  as  shining  examples  to  us  -afi 
throughout  the  1980s  and  indeed  Tony  Bbir.went- 
east  to  see  what  amid  be  learnt  Air  New  Labour.  ’ 
But  these  economies  have  suddenly  frit  tntoHe, 
though  whether  (he  trouble  that  forced  South 
-  Korea  to  call  in  the  IMF  is  a  sign  of  worse  to  come 


0?* 


coming.  The  programme  also  looks  ai.the  strong, 
possibility  that  these  economies  have  merely 


suffered  a  cyclical  downturn  and  could  spoil  been 
tiie  up  again,  thus  limiting  die  time  available  for 
people  in  the  West  to  gloat.  Peter  Barnard 


WORLD  SERVICE 


630wn  Kwln  Greening  and  Zod  Safl  930  Simon  Mayo  1290- 
Jo  Whtey.  Includes  1230pm  Newsbo*  200  Mark  RadcSfle 
4.00  Dave  Pearca  s.is  Newsbeat  630  Evening  Session  Mth 
Sieve  Lamacq  830  Movie  Update  with  Mark  Kfermoda.840 
John  Peel  1030  May  Aim  Hobbs  12.00  Blue  Jam  I.OOata 
CSve  Warren  4-00  data  Moylas 


630am  Sarah  Kennedy  730  Wake  Up  to  Wbgan  930  Kari 
Bnjco  11  JO  Jimmy  Young  1  JOpm  Debbie  Thrower  330  Ed 
Stewart  535  John  Dunn  7j00  David  Alan’s  Courtly  Cteb  830 
Paul  Jones  9J»  Smofcey  Robinson’s  Soul  Selection  Sl30  The 
Russ  Abbot  Show  10J0O  The  Comedy  Ouz  10M  Richard 
AJnaon  12J)5am  Steve  Madden  &00  Atex  Lester 


RADIO  5  LIVE 


ftOOwn  The  Breakfast  Rogremrae  9M  DavW  Meflor  12JXI 
Midday  with  Mar  SLOOpm  Ruscoe  on  Rve4JWNattorwndewtth 
JiAan  Worricter  7J00  News  Extra  with  David  McNei  r^O 
FootbaBon  the  Brink  toOO  Inside  Edge  wWi  Rob  Bonnet  end  the 
team  9.00  SportsAmerics  with  Alton  Byrd  9  JO  Spodshop 
10.00  News  Tafc  11JW  News  Extra  with  David  McNeil  12.00 
Alter  Houra  2O0*n  Up  Aff  vrith  Rfchaid  Da^ip  100 
Marmg  Reports 


aooam  Newsday  6JJ0  Mericfian  Bate  7J»  News  7.15  OH  the 
'She#:  The  Grass  is  Singing  7 .30  Composer  ollfte  Month  BjOO 
News  B.10  Pause  lor  Thougte -&1S -pBitocrnanca  Bl30  Ed 
Stewart  Show  toOO  News;  News  in  Goman  (64Son^  «J0r 
Worid  Business  Report  9.15  Sme  andSansftriBiss  9:30  BBC 
Englsh:  Wodd  Business  Report  Fife  9AB  ^orts  Rourefcp 
10.00  NewBdesk  1030  Discovery  lljOO  NGMSdetit  1TA0 
Chitdran  In  Conversation  1^ 1  AS  From  Ow  Omi  Conespondanf 
12M  News  IZJOSpm  Worid  Business  Report  12.15  BriOmr 
Today  1230  Record  News  12AS  Sports  Roundup  TjOO 
Nawshou-  200  News  2 JOB  OuSook  230  MuHftrack  X-Praffl 
3jX  News;  News  eiGarmai  (648 only)  3L0S  Sports  Ftawdup 
3.15  Westway  330  Vintage  Chan  Show  4j00  News  4.15 
Record  News  4J30  World  Today,  News  ki  German  {648  oriy) 
4  >45  Brian  Today- 500  Europe  Today  5M  Wdrid  Busknss 
Report  5^  Sports  Rnnhp  too  Nemsdesk.  Asstgn- 
Vhwnt;  News  pGpnrien  ®4t5  bn^f  7^0  News  Summary  7JJ1 
OuUook  726  Tau6a‘  tor  TWiijW  7J0  John  Peel  8.00 
Newshote  9JOO  News  t05  Wcrid  Business  Repot  9.1SBr«ain 
Today  93)  Mendsn  Books  tduOO  Newsdesk.  1030-World 
Today  10AS  Sports  Roundup.  11J»  News  11JS  Ouaook 
11AJ  John  Peal  1200  Newsdeak  1230am  Wesfeay  1245 
Britain  Today  IjOO  Newadssk  130  Composer  of  the  Month 
200  Newsday -230  Focus  on  Fate  200  News  3j05  World 
Buftnees -Report  215  Sport  330  Assignment  4JW  Nawsdesfc 
430  Europe  Today  5M  Nowaday  530  Europe  Today 
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CLASSIC  FM 


5.00am  Jeremy  Oaric  7JOD  Chrie  Bans  10.00  (F9I)  Robki 
Banks  (AM)  Giahm  Dene  IjQQpm  (FM)  MdrAtteel  tWW) 
Nteky  Home  400  Ftoss  W  Jono  730  (FM)  Pad  Cdyte  (AM) 
Caknin  Jones  IOjQO  Mark  Forest  ZObam  fitahad  Porter 


fALK  RADIO 


S30am  Paul  Ross  and  Card  McGBfei  MO  Scott  Chisholm 
12JQ  Lotrplne  KaRy  200pm  Tommy  Boyd  4JM  Pder  Deeley 
730  Anna  Raeburn  930  Jamas  Whale  l.OQatn  Ian  Coins 


6.00am  Man  Mam.  Inducing  Trumpet  Atarm  Cal  and 
Breakfast  Baroque  9.00  Heray  KeOy.  Mfchael.Banys  Classic 
RedpeThar-rtytels  roast  tukay  Plus,  tee  Oasste  Mastetaaca 
ijOOpm  Listener  Raquest  Hour,  vate  Jana  Jonas.  200 
Concoto.  XawSchanmnka  (Plano  Concerto  No  41n  F  mnor) 
330  Jarrie -Crick  630  Newsnigftf  730  Smooth  Cfessicx  d 
Savon  with  John  Bruming  830  Evening  Concert.  VVIBfern 
Harschel  (Symphony  No  23).  Beethoven  (Piano  Sonata  Nbtt 

in  C  sharp  minor).  DvofSc  (O  Siver  Mdon);  Holst  flhe  i^neto- 

John  VWBana  (Theme.  Star  wars)  1030  Michael  Mappin 
230am  Concerto  (r)  330  Mark  GrttBtes  '  ;  ' 


630am  On  Alt,  with  Stephens  Hughes,  inducing 
Haydn  (Mass  in  G,  Missa  Rorate  coefi  destper); 
Brahms  (Violin  Sonata  No  3  In  D  minor.  Op  108) 


Grieg  fHpw  Fak  Thou  Art,  Op  74>No1fc  feed  (Ti 
In  C);  (3nka  (Ovsrtura  Ruslan  and  ludmSa) 


9-00  Mondng  CoOecSon,  withPdo  Hcfcday.  Dvofak 
(Serenade  in  D  mind);  Josquin  (Benadfcta  Es. 
Cetorum  Ftegbia);  Briton  (Variattons  on  a  Theme 
o!  Frank  Bridge) 

1030  Musical  Encounters.  Neruda'  (Trumpet  Concerto  . 
In  E  Usd):  Beethoven  (F)de8p,  exceipts);  Haydn 
(Symphony  No  96  in  0,  Made):  Ravel  (Gaspard 
be  La  Nuft):  NHes  (Btack  Is  the  Cokxs):  Levinson 
Five  Fires);  Shostatoirich  (Festival  Overture); 
Beethoven  (Ftdefio,  axoerpts) 

1230  Composer  of  toe  Weelc  Prokofiev  ' 

130pm  Tne  Operatic  Ye*-.  Hugh  Camteg.  Andrew 
Clements  and  Michael  Oliver  consider  recordings 
conducted  by  Marc  MnkowskL  With  Anrick 
Massis  in  the  prndpel  soprano  role;  Bofektteu's 
La  Dame  Blanche  and  Rossini's  L'lnggnna.Fefice. 
Ptos  Safe's  La  Scmambuia,  conducted  by.-  .J 

■-  Alberto  2aMa  .  ‘  .. 

230 The  BBC  Oral— trm.  BBC  Symphony'  Orehoetia 
Wagner  ^Overture  Die  Met^ranger),  under 
Andrew  Davis..  Hindemith  (Symphonic 
Metamorphoses),  under  Gunther  Hertrig.  Prokofiev 
(Piano  Concerto  No  3);  SiostaKovich  (%mphbry 
No  5).  under  Andrew  Davis,  with  John  Ls,  piano 
430  En  wimble.  Penny  Gore  introduces  a  redtai  by 
lorrakie  McAslan,  vioCn,  and  Nigel  Clayton,  piano. 
Suk  (Four  Pieces);  SeirX-Safins  (VtoHn  Sonata  No 


7  Jr*  Dmra)(i)  ' 

436  Music  MacMne.  Tammy  Pearson  discovers  the. . 
ways  In  which  belts  feature  In  music  and  ctdture 
around  the  work* 

530  In  Tune,  with  Sear  Ralferty  ‘ 

.  730  JtorfDnmnceflo KMaceelta Anew pnxtoetktt 
by  Graham  Vick  of  VerdTs  operatic  werelonb(  c 
Shakespeare's  plm.  to  a  Hbretto  by  Francesoo  - 
Maria  Plave.  With  Renato  Bruson,  baritone,  Maria- 
Giieghlna.  soprano,  Roberto  Ala&ia.  tenor,  . 
CteorusartoOrchestraottheTeatroate’ScalaO'- 
under  fficcardo  Mutt.  Acte  1  «aJ  2  830  Directing 
Vercfi.  Deailel  Sncwtnan  oonskaera  the  changing  - 
styles  erf  Verdi  protection  240  Macbeth,  Acts  3“ 

atid4  R','- 

1035  Spanish  Love  Songs. Robert  Schumann’s 

Spanfecbe  Uebesfedar,  Iritarmirigting  songs  fcs  - 
vocal  quartet  performed  by  Eiddvren  Harrhy.  ; 
soprano,  Janet  Baker,  mezzo,  Dale  Lawrence, 
tenor,  Thomas  Allen,  baritone,  Geoffrey  Parsons-  - 

'1036  S|^S^^3hGr 

on  theato^iS'o^^^'AmerictBl' 
.  .  •  He.  Plus  Humphrey  Carpenter  and  guests  cfiscuss 
Robert  Rauschenberg's  retrospective  at  the  - 
Guggenheim  Museum 
11-30  Composer  of  toe  Week:  Goehr  (r) 

1230am  Jazz  Notes,  with  Dioby  Ftorweedhei.  Includes 
the  second  part  of  the  Reteher  Henderson 
retrospective  .  . 

130  Through  flie’NIgM,  with  Donald  Madeod 


930  News  9.05  The  Moral  Maze.  Michael  Buerit 
chaira  investigations  irto  the  moral  questions 
behkid  the  week’s  news 

1030  (FM)  News;  RstBo  Timas  Past.  A  Bght-hearted 
fix*  at  popkiar  broadcastog.  drawing  oh-the  BSC 
sound  archives.  Written  birM3re'B»f&d  (I) 

1030  (LW>  Daffy  Sarvkra 

10.15  (LW)  On  This  Day,  with  Geoffrey  Wheeler 

1030  Woman's  Hour,  introduced  by  Jenni  MCnsy 

11-30  From  OUr  Own  Ccaraapondent  Dispatches 
from  BBC  reporters  around  tee  world 
1200  News;  You  and  Yours,  with  Mark  Whittaker 
1225pm  Foul  Play.  A  new  series  in  which  quests 
attempt  to  solve  a  crime.  WRh  SImon  Brett, 

-Antorea  Fraser  and  Anthony  Prioe  1255  Weather  . 

130  The  Wortd  atom,  with  NtekCtate  . 


Charlie  Lee-PoOer  and  Chris  Lowe  530 
„  Forecast  5^5  Wether 

S30  Six  6-Ctocfc  Nans 

230  Smooth  Talkers.  A  new  series  ot  the  paiel  game 

,  '  improvisatlona!  wit  and  deceit 

730  News  735  Tha  Arehsra 

730  Somt  and  Mothers.  Nick  Balw  aeptoras  the 

mlatBTOhip  between  femWsfmathare- and  their  .. 

8.00  ^telysts;  Tiger,  Tiger,  Bumtog  Out?  See  - 

Ufjofoe  *,,<_• 

8-45  Letter  from  Scotland.  Alan  TayJor  considers  the : 

_ _ wtecta  or  devakrtian  on  the  Scottish  people 

T***  Frederick  Dove. 


«  ®-S9  Weefoer 

^0-00  Tha  World  Toright,  wfih  Rdan  Lustig 


130  The  Wortd  *On*  with  NfckOate  . 

130  The  Archers  (r)  135  Shippng  Forecast 
200  News;  Ttaasday  Afternoon  Play:  Clever  as  -  ' 
PMrt,  ty  ram  Montesay:  See  Choice 
330  News;  Altomoon  Shift,  with  Datre  Brehan 
430  News  4.05  Kaletdoscopa.  Paul  Allen  soesv  Jenny 
Agutor  and  Ian  McKefen  intee  National  Theatre's 
Refer  Phnac  it  begins  at  the  Oliver  auditorium 
Plus  a  review  of  a  new  production  erf  The 
Government  inspector  at  the  Almelde  Theteie  h 
London 

4j45  Short  Story;  The  Story  of  tha  Goblins  Who 
Stole  a  Sexton,  by  Charles  Dickens,  read  by 
CSve  Francis 


1045  Book  aft  Bocftfime:  Spacfad  Terms,  by  Ronald': 

~.5ran5-  Atate“* in  1950s  E£**urgh(T® 

1130  RayrBratfixiry'B  Tales  ot  the  BizameAndSo  . 
Died  RfaboucWnska.  The  tale  of  estrange ; 

bahwen  a  vertriloquistandhrsdoB. 
Witii  Liam  Brerewn,  Vat!  ^tveder  and  Jcrfin  .  '  1  ■ 
Ramage(5/B)  ..  ‘‘-,; 

H*?  fl-*?  Today  in  Parttemani  ' 

11-30^UtopfaettoptofeDaeBnaaon«.The. 

raatonan  and  Journalist  Paul  Johnson  shares,  hb  . 
an  ideal  wortd  with  MtahaetO’ponnM.  -j 

1200  mm  1230am  The  Late  Boole  Comwra^ens 

SS  hv  ^  ^  ^  ^  - 

1248  Shipping  Forecast  130  As  World  Sertric^  r  X 
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TELEVISION  47 


The  end  of  the  queue  is  forming  a  queue 


Maybe  you,  too.  had  as¬ 
sumed  that  “hardcore 
Prommer"  was  a  service 
you  might  read  about  in  a  Soho 
telephone  kiosk  until  you  saw  last 
night's  Modern  Times  (BBC2).  It 
was  about  the  fervent  posse  of  men 
and  women  who  make  the  annual 
Promenade  Concerts  the  pivot  on 
which  the  rest  of  their  lives  tilts. 
Often  quite  precariously. 

It  is  _  not  the  concerts,  exactly, 
dial  grip  them.  It’s  the  queueing 
for  specific  positions  in  the  arena 
of  the  Albert  Hail,  positions  they 
have  always  had.  And  always 
intend  to.  When  Sartre  wrote 
about  existential  engagement,  it’s 
hard  to  imagine  he  ever  thought  it 
might  mean  the  Prom  queue. 

And  you  can  forget  all  about 
music  soothing  a  savage  breast.  If 
these  music-lovers  are  anything  to 
go  by.  it  can  make  you  a  lot  more 
savage.  These  are  people  who 
might  be  conscientious  objectors  in 
a  war  against  Hitler,  but  will  roll 


up  their  sleeves  and  spit  on  their 
palms  if  anyone  tries  to  jump  the 
queue.  “Same  bugger  tried  to 
overtake  me!"  said  Sue  Brady, 
snorting  like  an  angry  buIL 

You  don’t  know  Sue?  Oh.  you 
must  meet  her.  “Like  many  regu¬ 
lar  season-ticket  holders."  said  the 
narrator,  inserting  the  first  of 
many  blades,  all  as  deftly  as  a 
matador,  "Sue  Brady  is  retired  and 
unmarried.  She’s  the  uncrowned 
queen  of  the  Proms,  with  an 
entourage  to  prove  ft.  They’re 
known  as  the  Brady  Bunch." 

Sue  even  holds  her  birthday 
party  in  the  queue:  champagne, 
cake,  the  lot.  Sue  recently  went 
caravanning  in  Belgium  with  Hm. 
whom  she  met  in  the  queue  ten 
years  ago.  John  Underwood,  who 
puts  together  a  Prommers*  orches¬ 
tra  and  who  spends  12  hours  in  the 
queue  every  day,  met  Susie  in  the 
queue  last  year.  They  have  been  a 
couple  ever  since.  We  saw  them 
exchange  rings  as  fellow  queuers 


drank  champagne  to  toast  their 
plan  to  marry  when  Susie  has 
finished  her  studies.  Face  in  if  you 
find  another  human  being  who 
also  enjoys  queueing  for  12  hours  a 
day  just  to  secure  a  particular  spot 
in  the  arena  rather  than  another 
spot  which  may  be  only  two  yards 
away,  then  that’s  nor  the  sort  of 
compatability  you  toss  aside  light¬ 
ly.  Or.  as  John  put  it,  “The 
problem  with  the  Prams  is  actually 
going  to  all  these  concerts.  If  we 
didn't  have  to  go  to  all  these 
concerts,  the  season  would  be 
wonderful."  Then  he  tucked  into  a 
chicken  leg  off  the  barbecue. 

Did  I  mention  the  barbe¬ 
cues?  Oh  yes.  there's  full 
in-queue  catering.  Sau¬ 
sages,  grilled  sardines,  squeeze  of 
lemon,  salads,  wine  glasses,  claret, 
espresso  brewed  on  Calor-Gaz 
burners.  The  hot  dog  stands  dial 
lurk  in  the  shadow  of  the  Albert 
Memorial  don't  get  much  custom 


REVIEW 


Joe 

Joseph 


from  the  Brady  Bunch.  For  the 
sake  of  accuracy,  we  should  men¬ 
tion  that  John  isn't  actually  includ¬ 
ed  yet  in  the  Brady  Bunch 
barbecues.  He’s  still  a  bit  "nou¬ 
veau"  for  the  ancien  regime. 
having  been  a  12-hours-a-day 
queuer  for  only  four  years.  Not 
enough  pedigree,  frankly. 

Of  course.  Helen  Richards's  film 
was  all  hugely  entertaining:  in  the 
uncomfortable  way  that  visiting 


Bedlam  must  have  been  entertain¬ 
ing.  We  laughed  at  the  inmates, 
shook  our  heads  at  their  inanities, 
and  the)1  never  once  twigged  we 
were  here  to  mock.  To  them,  what 
they  do  is  normal  behaviour. 

We,  who  happen  nor  to  be 
“retired  and  unmarried",  who 
cannot  imagine  hating  either  the 
rime  or  the  desire  to  spend  12  hours 
a  day  queueing,  gaze  on  these 
people  with  the  pity  we  might  feel 
for  those  who  measure  out  their 
lives  in  coffee  spoons.  There  but  for 
the  grace  of  God.  etc.  I  felt  rather 
shabby  and  slightly  guilty  by  the 
end  of  it,  as  if  f’d  just  opened  and 
read  someone  etse's  personal  mail. 

But  at  least  Richards  didn't  have 
to  hump  her  cameras  from  one  end 
of  the  world  to  the  other  as  Mike 
Richards  (any  relation?)  had  to  do 
for  last  night’s  Wildlife  Special 
(BBCI)  on  the  eagle.  Eagles  are 
everywhere,  but  my  vote  goes  to 
the  golden  eagles  which  survive  in 
the  mountains  of  Greece  by  scoop¬ 


ing  up  tortoises  in  their  daws  like 
bowling  balls,  and  then  dropping 
them  like  bombs  to  crack  open 
their  shell.  Maybe  that  tall  siorv 
about  Aeschylus  dying  as  a  result 
of  a  tortoise  falling  on  his  head 
isn’t  pure  fable  after  all. 

Yet,  for  a  bird  of  prey,  the  eagle 
aimed  out  to  be  quite  pfarid.  One 
mother  in  Africa  returned  to  its 
nest  to  find  that  her  three-day-old 
chick,  feeling  peckish,  had  started 
to  ear  its  freshly-bom  sibling.  She 
didn't  even  scold  the  child.  Queue¬ 
jumping  Prommers  have  probably 
been  castrated  for  less. 

As  usual,  it  all  took  David 
Attenborough’s  breath 
away.  “Few  birds.”  he  whis¬ 
pered  sweetly,  “have  captured  the 
human  imagination  quite  so  pow¬ 
erfully  as  the  eagle."  Well,  David 
obviously  never  met  that  bird 
Marilyn  Monroe. 

John  F.  Kennedy,  of  course,  did. 
as  we  heard  yet  again  in  Secret 


Lives;  JFK  (Channel  4).  “There are 
two  Jack  Kennedy's,"  said  G. 
Robert  Blakey.  chief  counsel  of  the 
House  Assassinations  Committee. 
“There  was  the  good  Jack  Kenne¬ 
dy.  who  was  young,  was  articulate, 
who  talked  about  peace,  talked 
about  racial  justice ...  the  one 
everybody  knew.  And  there’s  a  bad 
Jack  Kennedy.  And  the  bad  Jack 
Kennedy  was  a  \ery  reckless 
man."  Which  we  knew’,  too.  We 
knew  about  the  hookers,  his  affair 
with  Monroe,  his  corrupt  father, 
his  links  with  the  Mafia,  his 
amphetamine  habit,  everything. 
But  it  was  waichable  all  the  same, 
like  a  favourite  old  movie  you 
chance  upon  late  at  night. 

It  was  that  seraphic  smile,  of 
course,  ihai  saved  Kennedy.  And 
now  we  know  how  he  kept  if.  In 
Londun.  they  say.  such  is  the 
rodent  infestation  that  you're  nev¬ 
er  more  than  ten  yards  away  from 
a  rat.  JFK  was  never  more  than  ten 
minutes  away  from  an  orgasm. 


6.00am  Business  Breakfast  (19499) 

7 JW  BBC  Breakfast  News  (T)  (14857) 

9.00  Good  Living  (1029050) 

9.25  Stylo  Challenge  The  experts  treed 
pantomime  stars  Widow  Twanky  and 
AJadrfn  to  a  makeover  (1015857) 

9JSO  KIiroy  fT)  (2753147) 

\  10.30  Cant  Cook,  Wont  Cook  (T)  (1523012) 
1055  The  ReaHy  Useful  Show  (8522586) 
11.35  Change  That  (3748437) 

12.00  News  fT)  and  weather  (9262944) 
12.05pm  Call  My  Bluff  (2473437) 

1^35  Give  Us  A  Clue  (5146925) 

1.00  News  (T)  and  weather  (17944) 

1.30  Regional  News  (1 7315166) 

1.40  The  Weather  Show  (861 19925) 

1 .45  Neighbours  (T)  (B9386960) 

2.10  Petroceffi  (r)  (1817470) 

3.00  Vets  in  Practice  (r)  (T)  (5437) 

330  Pingu  (8033215)  3.35  Playdays 

(7571505)  335  The  Silver  Brumby 
(7575321)  4.20  Mr  Wymi  (7596418)  4J5 
Smart  The  National  Portrait  Competition; 
how  to  bring  a  mechanical  character  to 
life.  Last  in  series  (2454760)  5.00 
Newsround  (1)  (4781875)  5.10  Aquila  (T) 
(6161383) 

5JtS  Neighbours  (r)  (T)  (845321) 

6.00  News  fT)  and  weather  (505) 

630  Regional  News  (B57) 

7.00  Watchdog  with  Anne  Robinson  (T) 
(7418) 

7.30  EastEnders  Cindy  laces  a  showdown; 
Marft  plans  a  trip  out  with  Jessie  (T)  (741) 

8.00  Animal  Hospital  Harmsworth's  Chief 
Vet.  David  Grant,  talks  to  Rolf  Harris 
about  his  30-year  career  dedicated  to 
helping  sick  and  injured  animals  and  the 
despair  he  often  feels  when  faced  with 
cruelty  cases  (T)  (6166J  , 

830  Holiday  Raps  The  season  draws  to  a 
dose  along  with  CaroSne’s  relationship.- 
but  others  have  better  news.  Last  In 
series  (T)  (5673) 

930  Nows  (T)  and  weather  (4925) 

930 The  Thin  Blue  Une:  Yufetide  Spirit 

Grim  tracks  down  some  criminal  carol 
singers,  and  Fowler  falls  victim  to  the 
ruthless  GasJorth  Amateur  Dramatic 
Society  frj  (T1  (80215) 

ia00  They  Think  It's  AU  Over  Olympic  athlete 
k  Iwan  Thomas  and  comedian  Jett  Green 
*  join  regulars  David  Gower.  Gary  Lineker, 
Phy  Jupitus  and  Rory  McGrath  and 
chairman  Nick  Hancock  (74166) 

1030  C8ve  Anderson  AH  Taft  With  Andie 
MacDowell  and  Harry  Enfield  (1)  (50586) 
11.00  Question Time  David  Dimbleby's  guests 
are  Baroness  Shirley  Williams.  Germane 
Greer  and  the  MPs  Chris  Smith  and 
Michael  Heseltine  (T)  (804499) 

12.05am  Jailbirds  (1991)  Comedy  adventure. 

I  starring  Dyan  Cannon.  Phyflcta  Rashad 
I  and  Dakin  Matthews..  Two  women  from 
vastly  different  backgrounds  become 
close  friends  during  a  spell  behind  bars. 
Handcuffed  together,  they  manage  to 
escape  from  He  dutches  of  the  law. 
Directed  by  Burt  Brinckerhoft  CD 
(5021074) 

1 35  Weather  (7162093) 

130  BBC  News  24  _____ 


VldeoPtus-t-  and  0m  Vkfao  PhntCodcs 
The  numbers  next  to  ear*  TV  progiarrin 
listing  are  Video  PlusCode”  numbers,  which 


the  Video  PlusCode  for  the  programme  you 
wish  to  record.  VideopJus+  ( 
and  Video  Programmer  are  trade  marks  or 
Gwnstar  Development  Lid. 


600am  Science;  Cosmology  on  Trial 
(63708)  630  Food  —  Whose  Choice  is  It 
Anyway’  (85357) 

730  See  Hear  Breakfast  News  (T  and 

signing)  (3048234) 

7.15  Tehtfubbtes  (r)  (2235234)  730  Yakky 
Duck  (r)  (8895895)  835  Btue  Peter  (r)  (T) 
.  (6880012)  830  Mouse  and  Mote  (r) 
(2860215)  8.35  Johnson  and  Friends  (r) 
(9893383)  645  The  Record  (6846352) 

9.10  The  Fugitive  (r)  fQ  (1685234)  10.00 
Teletubbies  (29627) 

1030  Make  Une  Uink  (1960)  Star-studded 
nM  comedy  wfth  Teny-Thomas,  Billie 
Blial  Whitetaw  and  Kenneth  WlBams.  Directed 
by  Robert  Asher  (85757055) 

12.10pm  Birds  with  Tony  Soper  (8865673) 
1230  Working  Lunch  (91321)  1.00 
Joshua  Jones  (r)  (50310654)  1.10 
Hammer  it  Home  (73470741)  130  A 
River  Somewhere:  Fly  fishing  on  the 
Chamberlain  River  in  Western  Australia 
(90892)  230  Take  a  Meal:  Alsace 
(92552050)  2.1  S  Going.  Going.  Gone 
(45955895)  230  News  (T)  2.45 

Westminster  (T)  (5768031)  335  News  (T) 
330  The  Village  (r)  Last  in  series  (963) 

4.00  Ready,  Steady,  Cook  (470)  430 
Through  the  Keyhole  (2453031)  435 
Esther:  Teenage  mothers  (5849857)  530 
Today’s  the  Day  (234) 

600  SUent  Running  (1971)  Ecological  sci-fi 

n  Fable  with  Bruce  Dem.  Dvected  by 
Douglas  Trumbull  (T)  (64437) 

730  First  Sight  Home  Alone  Former 
homeless  people  reveal  how  securing  a 
roof  over  their  head  does  not  necessary 
unlock  the  door  to  a  happier  life  (7)  (383) 
WALES:  Decisive  Weapons  EAST: 
Matter  of  Fact  MIDLANDS:  Midlands 
Report  NORTH/NORTH  EAST/NORTH 
WEST/ SOUTH  WEST/WEST:  Close  Up 
SOUTH:  Sotehem  Eye 

600  Decisive  Weapons:  The  Queen  of 
Tanks  — -  the  Russian  T34  (r)  (T)  (4703) 
WALES:  Roy  Noble  on  Common  Ground 
B30Tbp'Gear  Jeremy  Clarkson.  Tiff  Needefi- 
andQuenttn  Wfflson  pick  the  best  cars  of 
1997  (I)  (3215) 


The  Solomon  family  (9.00pm) 

930 Third  Rock  from  the  Sun  The  Solomons 
learn  toe  true  meaning  of  Christmas  (T) 
.  (619532)  • 

935  Scare  Stories  Animal  rights 

campaigns  in  the  1960s.  Las! 
in  series  (T)  (676741) 

1615  Expanding  Pictures  (461505) 

1030  Newsnlght  (T)  (190963) 

11.15  Lata  Review  (418031) 

1135  SfcBng  Forecast  (955302) 

1230 The  MkMght  Hour  (83884) 

1230am  Learning  Zone:  Eve  Arnold 
(8893451)  1235  20to  Century  Women 
(8228364)  130 Working  Mothers  (53258) 
230  Movie  Making  (23277)  4.00 
Teaching  Rim  and  Media  (22432)  5.00 
Teacher  Training  (27093) 


600am  GMTV  (2521708) 

935 Supermarket  Sweep  fT)  (1024505) 

935  Regional  News  (7)  (7877147) 

1600  The  Time,  the  Place  (96963) 

1030 This  Morning  (T)  (97369437) 

1230pm  Regional  News  (T)  (9276147) 

1230 ITN  News  (T)  and  weather  (5165050) 
1235  Shortiand  Street  (5140741)  135  Home 
and  Away  (T)  (73486302 )  1 30  Quisine 
(T)  (76231091)  230  Countdown  to 
Christmas  Last  In  the  series  (T) 
(45930586)  230  Vanessa  (4887437) 
620  News  (T)  (6113055) 

335  Regional  News  (T)  (7563596) 

330  Potsmus  Park  (2909505)  640 

Wizadora's  Christmas  Carol  (8048147) 
650  Scooby  Doo  (1556128)  430  it  s  a 
Tiny  Toon  Christmas  (7505166)  4.40  Out 
of  Sight  (1746532) 

5.10  A  Country  Practice  (9134321) 

540  News  (T)  and  weather  (471429) 

600  Home  and  Away  (r)  (T)  (673) 

630  Regional  News  (925) 

7.00  Emmerdale  Kim's  harasser  gets  more 
persistenL  Doug  has  disappointing  news 
for  Kathy  (T)  (2586) 

730 WALES:  Wales  This  Week  (437) 


Dennot  Mumaghan  (730pm) 

730  The  Big  Story  Current  affais 

investigation  of  topical  issues  with 
Dermot  Mumaghan  (437) 

600  The  BUI:  Humpty  Dumpty  AS  the 
evidence  points  to  Jimmy's  lather  kffling 
Banner  man  and  pushing  his  son  oft  toe 
roof  (3/3)  (T)  (1234) 

830  Dover  Behind  the  scenes  at 

regraral  the  Kent  port.  The  port  shows 
its  respect  on  the  day  of  toe  funeral  of 
Diana,  Princess  ot  Wales  (T)  (8881) 

600 TWef  Takers  The  team  race  to  the  aid  of 
Oxford,  who  is  fighting,  unarmed,  to  save 
some  Japanese  witnesses  (T)  (9963) 
10.00  News  at  Ten  fT)  and  weather  (69234) 
1030  Regional  News  fT)  (581321) 

10j40  Cocktail  (1988)  with  Tom  Cruise  and 
Bryan  Brown.  A  c&Uege  dropout  begins 
on  toe  road  to  fortune  by  working  in  an 
upmarket  Manhattan  bar  where  he  teams 
•  up  with  a  flashy  barman  Directed  by 
Roger  Donaldson  (S3 1962 15) 

1235am  WALES:  The  Big  Story  (3312906) 
1235am  Tales  from  the  Crypt  (331 2906) 
135  The  LADS  (T)  (8700797) 

135  Funny  Business  (5765722) 

235  The  Loop  (r)  (8752635) 

235  Late  and  Loud  (r)  (5338109) 

330 The  Good  Sex  Guide  Late  (r)  (6406529) 
435  Sound  Bites  (24849546) 

435 The  Time,  the  Place  (r)  (79683884) 
530 The  Making  of  a  Life  Less  Ordinary 
(11242) 

530  News  (84567) 


CENTRAL 


As  HTV  West  except 

1235pm-135  A  Country  Practice  (5140741) 
5.70-5.40  Shortiendi  Street  (9134321 1 
635  Central  News  (847215) 

655-7.00  LffeSne  (793215) 

1235am  Cool  Vibes  (8896548) 

12^40  Funny  Business  (331 1277) 

1.10  Planet  Mirth  (8709068) 

1.40  Rockmanfa  (6129906) 

2.40  Central  Jobflnder  *97  (12891 567) 

530  Asian  Eye  (4362345) 


As  HTV  West  except 
1230pm-1230  IHuminattons  (9266128) 
1235  Home  and  Away  (7259031) 
130-130  Emmerdale  (64389924) 
610-5.40  Home  and  Away  (9134321) 
600-7.00  Westcountry  Live  (82186) 
1235am  Campus  Cops  (3312906) 


As  HTV  West  except 
130pm-230  The  Fashion  Police 

(76231091) 

610640  Home  and  Away  { 9134321 ) 

600  Meridian  Tonight  (673) 

630-7.00  Rural  Rides  (925) 

1235am  Weekly  World  News  (3312906) 

600  Freescreen  (1 1242) 


As  HTV  West  except 
12.19pm  Anglia  Air  Watch  (9270963) 
1235-135  What's  My  line?  (5140741) 
5.10-640  Shorttand  Street  (9134321) 

633  Anglia  Weather  (749234) 

635  Anglia  News  (647215) 

635-7.00  What's  On  (793215) 

1039  Anglia  Air  Watch  (997505) 

1235am  Short  Story  Cinema  (3312906) 

Starts:  730  The  Big  Breakfast  (30895) 

930  Something  So  Right  (46383) 

930  Ftbm:  The  Girl  Next  Door  (1953)  A 
musical  romance  starring  June  Haver 
and  Dan  Dailey  (80267906) 

1135  Season's  Greetings  (8649944) 

1130  Powerhouse  (812B) 

1230  Sesame  Street  (66147) 

1230pm  Ricki  Lake  (93789) 

1.00  Slot  Metthrin  (50329302) 

1.15  Wll  Cwac  Cwac  (50324857) 

130  Gardens  without  Bordets  (17299128) 
1.45  Him:  Crooks  Anonymous  188110654) 
330  Collectors’  Lot  (5822470) 

330  Ftfteen-to-One  (6927925) 

430  Movers  and  Shakers  (550) 

5.00  5  Pump  (3692) 

530  Countdown  (302) 

6.00  Newyddton  (202128) 

610  Heno  (695050)  . 

730  Pobol  y  Cwm  (950673) 

735  Penbhvydd  Hapus  (232050) 

8.00  Os  Byw  Ac  iach  (9876) 

830  Newyddton  (8383) 

930  Hefiwr  (97922483) 

1030  Secret  Live  (58231499) 

1235am  Dispatches  (1097277) 

1.15  Uoyds  Bank  Film  Challenge  (4505616) 
1 30-230  Natural  Bom  Heaters  (75426) 


535am  Sesame  Street  (35437) 

7.00  The  Big  Breakfast  (30895) 

9.00  Something  So  Right  (46 383) 

930  The  GM  Next  Door  (1953)  with  June 
H3ver  and  Dan  Dailey  A  musical 
romance  directed  by  Richard  Sale 
(80267906) 

11.05  Season's  Greetings  toUowed  by  Whafs 
Going  On  Frank ?  (8649944) 

11.30  Powerhouse  (Tj  (8128)  1230  Sesame 
Street  (66147)  12.30pm  Light  Lunch  fr) 
(6101505) 

135  The  Wonderful  Country  (1959)  with 
Robert  Mtichum  and  Julie  London  A 
|  western  about  gun-running  and  romance 
on  me  Tex-Mex  border.  Directed  by 
Robert  Parrish  (T)  (51495692) 

330  CoBectors’  Lot  Former  Tory  MR  Gyles 
Brandreto’s  collection  oi  teddy  bears  (T) 
(5822470)  3.50  Fifteen-to-One  (T) 

(6927925)  4.30  Countdown  (T)  (2455499) 
435  Ricki  Lake:  Michael  Bolton  (T) 
(5834925)  530  Pet  Rescue  fT)  (302) 
6.00  Boy  Meets  World  fT)  (860166) 

635  Fresh  Pop  (746147) 

630  Hoilyoaks  Teen  soap  fT)  (895) 

7.00  Channel  4  News  (T)  (608944) 

7.50  Schubert  Shorts  Christopher  Mailman 
performs  Der  Strom  (659692) 


Roy  Haggerty  (8.00pm) 

8-00  fisfUftjjyf  Natural  Bom  Healers  Roy 
Haggerty  embarks  on  a 
course  of  integration  to  hetp  to  combat 
chronic  fatigue  syndrome,  from  which  he 
has  suffered  lor  three  years  fT)  (9876) 

B30  United  Tastes  of  America  Darinda 
Hafner  samples  African  American  cuisine 
in  Georgia  (8/8)  (T)  (8383) 

930  Dispatches  Investigation  into  whether 
children  and  young  adults  who  were 
given  contaminated  polio  vaccinations  in 
the  late  i95Gs  and  early  1960s  may  be 
facing  a  cancer  legacy  <T)  (691050) 

9.45  Lloyds  Bank  Film  Challenge:  My  Dead 
Buddy  A  comedy  drama  about  the 
relationship  a  schoolboy  has  with  the 
ghost  of  his  best  friend  (6/6)  (T)  (401963) 
10.00  This  Boy's  Story  In  the  late  1960s,  two 
young  brothers  horn  a  broken  home  go  in 
search  of  their  footballing  hero  — -  George 
Best  (I)  (2752091) 

1 1.05  Babylon  5  (T)  (605470) 

12.00-235am  The  Shooting  Gallery:  Is  It  the 
Design  on  the  Wrapper?  (9686600) 
12.05  The  Sunny  Side  ol  the  Street 
(1951646)  1230  Pride  (1157249)  1235 
Scary  Movies  (6301890)  1235  The  Girl 
and  toe  Almond  (6429180)  1.15  The 
Sheep  Thief  1 4490364)  1.40  Week  in 
Week  Out  (2018797)  230  Fatima 
14072703)  230  Ftytng  Over  Mother 
(2727529) 

235  SpringhiH  (53176161  335  Glasgow  Kiss 
(9317249)  435  E2  Street  (6431722) 

535  Schools:  Science  In  Focus  ( 3626513 ) 


CHANNEL  5  ON  SATELLITE 

Channel  5  is  now  broadcasting  cm 
transponder  No  63  on  the  Astra  Satellite. 
Viewers  with  a  Videocrypt  decoder  will 
be  able  to  receive  the  channel  free  of 
charge.  Frequencies  for  transponder  No 
63  are  picture:  10.92075  GHz;  sound: 
7.02  and  730  MHz 


6.00am  5  News  Earty  (4229895) 

730  Milkshake!  <7509654]  7.35  Adventure? 
of  the  Bush  Patrol  it)  (91911 47i  B.00 
Havaka^oo  if)  (7506401) 

830  WkieWorid:  Fragile  Planet  The  flora 
and  launa  whose  lives  involve  being 
submerged  under  water  lor  several  hours 
a  day  (5110)  (8956942) 

930  Espresso  Consumer  affairs  magazine 
(7063147)  10.00  Exclusive  (r)  (4428586) 
1030  Instant  Gardens  (0  (4556186) 

1 1 .00  Leeza  (3347708)  1 1 30  Double  Espresso 
(90903079)  1230  The  Bold  and  toe 
Beautiful  <T|  (8046398)  1230pm  Family 
Affairs  (r)  fT)  (1529944) 

1.00  5  News  1.05  Sunsel  Beach  (T)  (41 12166) 
230  5's  Company  (331 7944) 

330  At  the  Midnight  Hour  (1995)  starring 
Patsy  Kensit  and  Smon  MacCorkindale. 
A  drama  about  a  nanny  trying  to  unite  a 
troubled  child  with  his  widowed  lather  by 
unravelling  the  mystery  surrounding  the 
mother's  death.  Directed  by  Charles 
Jarott  (9509760) 

530  5's  Company:  Late  Extra  (56866741) 
530  Whittle  (D  (4785708) 

630  100  Per  Cent  (4775321) 

630  Family  Affairs  Liam  and  Charlotte  have  a 
lucky  escape  (T)  (4766673) 

730  Exclusive  (5134586) 

730  Empire  of  Hie  Elephant  Hippos,  which 
spwd  18  hours  a  day  submerged  in  mud 
13/7)  (T)  (4762857) 

8.00  IVww^gj  Was  It  Good  for  You?  Three 
different  holidays  in  Mexico- 
an  all-inclusive  trip  in  Cancun.  a  budget 
break  on  isla  Mugeras.  an  island  oil 
Cancun:  and  a  combined  sightseeing 
lour  and  beach  break  on  Cozumel  island 
(5143234) 

830  5  News  (T)  (5122741) 


SATELLITE  AND  CABLE 


ft  For  further  listings  see 

Saturday's  Vision 

SKY  1 _ _ _ 

6.00ot  Momma  CHay  (91  15051  MO  HottJ 
1 73470)  10.00  Another  Watt  (6487S)  11.00 
Day?  ol  Oa  Lrres  (44012)  I2-00 
Winfrey  07760)  1.00pm  Geratto  143703} 
2.00  Sdty  Jessy  Raphael  (407081  XM 
Jenny  Jones  i-4323J)  4.00  OprtfrWirVrey 
<2274 1)  SJO  Star  Tit*. '/wager  (49631  tOO 
to*  Lmb  6  Sho*  (7925)  630  MaffiKJ  vwft 
Cnklren  US05)  7.00  The  Smpsors  (SS2J 
7 JO  Red  TV  (77SPI  BOO 
(10121  aao  The  Manny  12037)  930  Serti* 
(28325)  930  Mad  A&3U1  You  1 35739)  10J» 
ER  165944)  1130  Star  Trek  Vwftgj* 
I655051  12JQ  Lflle  W«1  Daur 

leBEman  £5600)  IMam  to  Head 
I  he  NtgN  (95345)  2.00  Long  R«V  (6002838) 

SKY  BOX  OFFICE _ 

Sky’s  pay-per-view 

To  *10,  any  Lit,  ■xtephone  0390  8CKS88 
Easfc  fin  cssre  C29S  per  viewing 
SKV  BCR  OFFICE  1  (IWi^oncfcf  261 

The  fiknswr  Uan  (1M6) 

srr  BOX  Office  2  (Tranapanoef 

JngteAlMhe  Way  (1996) 

SK¥  BOX  CFF  ICE  3  iTrarwpwde*  591 
ThaRnrtWHW  Club  (1996) 

£KY  BO*  OFFICE  4  {Turspondaj*} 

The  Long  Kb*  Go«MgM  (19*1 

SKY  HOWES  SCREEN  1  __ 

6J0om  A  Pynxnantet’* 

(1995)  raamosi.  7A&  LWirtWJtTW 
CUBdraVa  Crusade  (19S7)  P57®^ 
*30  An  AiNKiean  CtirW*»  Can* 
(1079)  t?£r*65i)  11-16  A 
(1996)  p4S8c2>l!  l  OOp^  T*** 

Syatan  flMfl  '15012)  330  A^« 
CtwtaOa'a  Bpartfing 
(31383)  5.00  (Jonlteart:  rtm 
Cnkade  1198?;  i$49«J 
Prtncccs  (1395)  '617831  ““  *!g 

■rtlh  a  WngaaacB  (1S*S) 

Sbwrt  F^ter  pBM)  il  1MCT 
to  the  Nn  J  Lomk  A  Taxes  Tragedy 
(IMS)  (129615-  aJB 
(1694)  C33'  I5»i  Ab«*M 
Spotting  Cyanide  P963)  t"«,074> 

SCREEN  2  __ 

cad  Dre»"  H94®! 
,  TT*«e  Worlds  ** 
■mxh  1030  Time 
[^MBtenBC(1B95) 


117383)  iaoo  The  Uan  from  Coloisdo 
(1048)  (12925)  ZOQpm  The  Enatohman 
^  Went  Up  a  But  CtemeDwima 
Hountafei  (IMS)  (871661  440  The  Three 
wSSSTi'arffter  (7437)  ILOOA 

DOarent  Kind  oT  Clirtahna*  W 
(56551019)  BJBO  Mbwd  Nute  (1W 
(79147)  10J»  Stood  Homy  0*5) 
1671944)  1145  Animal  Instincts  at  The 
SSSea  fiaas)  (513741)  1.10*>i 

Ordinary  Haroaa  fWOO) 

The  OW  Curtostty  Shop  (1*4)  (5S9a*) 

SKY  MOVIES  GOLD _ 

440pm  The  Razor's  Edge  tWSj 
pSrMi)  bJO  PualJWQ.WOflgng 
So  Bf.  The JPSST’SS 

(49682151  laoo  fiW JW  0®^ 
(S77912B) 

(99542961  120am  Out  of  »  Oartawa 

{1906)  (6235703) 

(60373906)  A25  Close 

TNT _ _ 

gjOpm  Mkacto  to  tht»  W9dernc«i  (1<^1) 

1.10am  The  AdvenfaaM  ef  Rohftr  Htwd 

nmm  (1498»13»  3JJ0  Chkdren  ol  the 

g^(1964)  (607^1 5J»Ck«e 


SAD  Footbal  (4798806)  EM  Futhol 
Mundttl  (2056383)  5J0  FoottMl  L^aguei 
Review  (664729Q  60X3  Poweftxm  and 
JeoW  WarW  (6677437)  &30  Woftt  * 
Suing  (66687B9)  70»  Spain  Cenre 
(2075147)  730  The  RugCV  Club  (4100272) 
SOW  Trans  WWd  Spot  (257B895I  10J» 
Rawoboat  end  Jetsid  Watt  15495128) 
1(L30  iron  Woman  Dsvondafe  (5404876) 
11JW  Watt  ol  Sailing  (407664S)  11J0 
Tg«  Unas  (4789147)  12J0am  Rebel 
Spate  (8843190)  1.30  Spate  Certie 
(4744074)  2X0  Ouse 

SKY  SPORTS  3 _ 

12.00pm  VtteaSrg  (B1 311706)  1JW  Rdi 
TV  (813871281  2 M  Sportrao  {4693242P) 
i30  Tto  Gotten  Age  *  Motor  Reemg 
(658279631  300  Spat  USA  (1Z7B9S86) 
BJOWndswfng  (28832609)  5JO  Squash 
75944)  A30  Foextx*  league  Review 
(28643878)  7 -DO  Tfltt  Lnvja  (568380 T2) 
8.00  Spanish  Primam  l«a  (56568878) 
moo  Bobby  Chariton  s  hXttfiS  Scrap¬ 
book  (63747944)  11 JO  Close 


eurosport 


SKY  SPORTS  1 


7  ODani  Spots  C*«b  (94031)  7J°  Wiw- 
thrw  (46^630  Spars  Gertre _P<391| 

(41C63)  10JO  FflOtW  P84^ 
L-nhics  125437)  12J0ppl  Big  figtil 
fvvinRkNin  (5207^  1.00  lw  P8673) 

Mai^J  (4470)  SJ»  Pas ctv 
|«r  Cup  (967ti8)  4JtO  sports  UnfimKjd 

(94371  MO  Spore 

J?  4qgi  ire*  Big  FigW  CcxrtdCMin 

Sg  jswsys 

S  Sport  (72249) 


SKY  SPORTS  2_ 


7Mam  JLgmbta  (9682050)  730  Sjorts 

gSSS®*2 

gESZE&S&as 


7JKm>  StxwM<Vlng  (4M1R  BJO  WPG 
Season  Rwwv  (81657)  9J0  Sarton 
(64166)  11J0  Nadar  Conbnec  Skmg 
184654)  12J0  Snowtoadhg  (69857) 
2.oopm  Footbat  (82031)  3J0  Moon 
(79963)  4J0  Vtorid  Supocmse  (82586) 
BJO  iWl  (37302)  7 JO  PonwWmfi 
roony;>  aoo  teicDCs  (78463)  9J0 

«ymp« inlamanaiaaiaiv 

pKrehtta — Lna  (68206)  10J0  Watt  &«> 
Legends  (96050)  11-30  McwcycSng 
(93147)  l2JOamCtoe 

UK  GOLD _ 

7J0*a  B-Jfeeva  (4399031 1  73S  ftagh- 
boura  (4182296)  BJO  Qosaoade 
(2257505)  S3B  EastEnders  (6867470)  BJO 
The  BM  (6013128)  SL30  HcmOfrt'  Way 
>93084701  1000  Sbss  TNa  fhne 

(1474031)  1030  The-  SXhians  (6032012) 
11  JO  goon  (8038418)  12.00  Cra&srofids 
(46163963)  IZJSpai  NSgTCxEis 
(461860501  12JS  EastEndos  (2017780) 
1JO  M-De-H  (4219078)  2-10 No  Place  Uka 
Home  (6572321)  £J0.LaEt  o»  the  Sviro 
Wine  (5046012)  3J0  The  Bfi  (387587S) 
400  J ulel  Bravo  (30007673)  SJB  Eesi- 
Enpcro  (11619631  5.40  Bnb't  FuS  House 
(4159437)  635  Ilia's  SnootJusness 

(92S7S32I  7  JO  Last  d  Sw  Simmer  Wia 
(0336673)  7J0  No  Place  Lflce  Hons 
msXBSS)  830  Clean  Smith  (2749019) 
ID 0  The  81  (1896925)  BJO  Stalk 


A  tender  moment  for  Drew  Barrymore  and  ET  (Sky  Movies  Gold,  8pm) 


(662686731  1040  Bttckaoder  tt  (5555892) 
11  JO  The  J**  Dee  Show  (3801586)  11 JS 
Three  of  a  Kind  (9783857)  12J0amF1UH: 
WUd  Flower  (1991)  (6315187)  2JS  Marn 
Vice  (3735703)  IS  Shopping  («55542fl) 

GRANADA  PLUS _ 

6.00am  The  Bax  (9006585)  7 DO  COTO- 
lior  SI  (6413741)  7 JO  Parries  (6432876) 
am  BSnd  bate  (6056696)  9 JO  W6m 
Thssa  Wafa  (4988166)  1000  Donahue 
(6421760)  11  JO  Han  to  Hart  (6418296) 
12J0  Coronstton  Si  (8861418)  12J0pm 
Farrttes  (2324673)  1.00  On  ma  Buses 
(6412012)  1J0  Pteaw  (2323944)  2m 
trie  Good  Ouya  (7937234)  100  Donahs 
(7161876)  4.00  Ms»n:  tmpossrbte 

(71400831  5m  Hawai  FweO  (3925789) 
8.00  Famitos  (7281060)  &30  Corowtion  Si 

(7272302)  7m  aatt  Dae  (1G328S3J  am 

Han  to  Hart  (5337401)  9m  CmonaUai  St 
(7173895)  030  Hate  and  Pace  (2344437) 
1 0J0  Haaai  Fn»0  (2062334)  1 1.00  dore 

CARLTON  SELECT  (cable) 

smpra  Gridlock  (54007893)  SJO  Hey  Dad 
11(3863 721 5)  6m  FOockbustera  (28634 128] 
SJO  A  Country  Pradea  (28858708)  7.00 
Get  Back  (30637037)  7 JO  Ms  Shang- 
cn  (28647685  am  Desmond's 


(24332645)  BJO  Thet's  Lowe  (49182942) 
SJO  Soon  (56649128)  10J0  The  Trace/ 
Daman  Stow  (56642215)  11J0  S  Ebe- 
wtera  (64368302)  12J0  Doarr  Dcwr. 
Under  [636320E8I  12J0am  Ta*  el  Ito 
Unexpected  IM947884)  1.00  Ctose 

DISNEY  CHANNEL _ 

BJOara  Under  the  Umbrella  Tree  6J0 
Rosie  and  Jim  SA5  Vtome  the  P**  7.00 
Aladdin  7  JO  Tew  Avery  SJO  Dnosaure  8J0 
Sonheri  SJO  Gurran  Beers  SJO  Qwp  'nT 
Ode  155  Smalt  Smuts.  1OQ0  SOiamc  St 
lim  Winrae  rfw  Pooh  11 .15  Rosie  and  Jm 
11J5  Smg  Me  e  Siay  12.00  Tota  TV 
12J0MI  B  s  Fen  lo  Learn  mntfi  Spec  1i*5 
Wmo  the  Poon  1.00  Sesama  Si  2m 
A Annwfc  2J0  Gonmi  Bears  3m 
Tate  Spm  3J0  Gaol  TrOOO  ABO  Tttwt  2to 
Purtoaa  C30  Ateddn  5  JO  GsgOyfes  SJO 
DnaGaas  Bm  Blossom  8J0  Boy  Meets 
Watt  7.00  Hone  Impiawmenl  7m 
Wo tow  Teas  BJO  FILM;  The  Ctutomaa 
Tree  Sm  Home  impmemere  lOJQCuse 

FOX  KIDS  NETWORK 

6.00«n  Deitv  6J0  &9y  the  Cat  7m  Pnoc- 
enm  7m  Power  Rangers  2ea  8  JO  BaeBe- 
togs  aJO  Masted  Rider  9  JO  Mage  Box 
aJO  Dudtoy  10J0  InspecW  Gadget  10J0 


Sana**'  Peza  Cats  lim  Sw«r  Valey 
H>gri  12m  Ace  Vercuia  12J0pm  >^spei 
imTcn  1  JO  Iron  Man 2m  Fantaac  Fux 
2J0  Power  Rangers  Zeo  3.00  Beeflabaps 
3J0  Masted  Ride*  4m  Ace  Ventura  4  JO 
Casper  5J0  Tcfc  SJO  *  Men  6m 
Sprderman  &30  Sweet  Valley  FSph 

TCC _ 

6.00am  Kapp4y  Ever  After  6J0  Bobby’s 
WortJ  7.00  Spiou  7m  [WB  me  Menace 
aM  Barman  BJ0  Barman  9  m  Earthworm 
Jrm  BJO  Romuald  the  Rewttoer  0A5 
Romuald  ihe  Rwndeer  1000  Oscar's 
OrCtoara  10J0  Rash  Gordon  lim 
Iznoqoud  11  JO  uup&nw  12-00  Sprou 
12J0pm  Sane  UM  Bamwi  1J0  AJ’s 
Tme  Travellers  2m  tnogcud  2 30  Flash 
Gordon  3m  Scnc  3m  Earmvrerrri  Jim 
4m  Dennts  me  Menace  «m  Baiman 

CARTOON  NETWORK 

An  you  lavourne  cartoons  broadcaci  Iron 
5. 00am  »  9  JOpro.  seven  days  a  ween. 

NICKELODEON _ 

emarn  Kftet  Tomaioes  6JO  Aaahh1  Real 
thtonsurs  7.00  Hev  Arnold1  7m  Fttgiats 
&0D  Doug  830  Meter  end  ng  Store  9.00 
CBBC  10.00  VYimne’s  House  ID  JO  Baber 
limUaoe&ctoolBuslim  Bananas  c 
Pytamas  12J0  Paddnyan  Beer  «c 
12J0pm  Little  Red  Trader  eifi  1  JO  Cf 
Senes  1  JO  UDie  Seei  Smites  2.00  Animal 
Stow  2.30  CBBC  SJO  Rxfcsrftoug  4m 
An^y  Beavers  4  JO  Rug  rate  SJO  Srsns 
&siw  SJO  Kenan  and  td  «m  Sabina  me 
Teenage  Witch  SJO  M»sha  7m  Close 
TROUBLE _ 

12J0pm  Swan's  Crossmg  12J0  Ready  w 
Not  1.00  MacSsoi  1  JO  CaBond  Dreams 
2m  Saved  by  the  Bel  2J0  Swan's 
Crating  XJO  9-2-5  US  Ready  or  rial  4J0 
Saved  oy  me  BeB  4J0  USA  High  5.00 
Hangwne  SJO  CaMotrtB  Dioons,  tOO  TX 
Sor  SJO  Madison  7.00  Hangtere  7  JO  USA 
High  am  I  Jose 

CHALLENGE  TV _ 

SJOpm  Cross  W«5J0  Move  cn  Up  too 
Fxniy  Fortunes  8m  CalchptvBsa  7.15 
The  S64.00Q  Ouesfton  LOO  Spit  Second 
am  Karaoke  Chafenge  9.15  Writer  Tates 
All  10m  Treasure  Hoti  11.15  Kafante 
Challenge  12J0  Say  -Jia  Wot)  1230am 
Han  10  Han  130  The  &g  Vafiey  230 
EmMctot  3J0  Jrtfe  Bee  Rap  4m  Jew 
Sans  Frwnres  too  ScraarEtop 


BRAVO 


ampin  The  A  Team  («845383|  9m  Tour 
d  Duly  (4866147)  10.00  TT*  Red  Shoe 
Dares  I5&576S?)  10.45  FILM:  EvB  Dead  D 
(1987)  (984»79)  12A5am  Tour  a  Duly 
0268529)  1.45  The  Red  Shoo  Dianes 
(5350161)  2m  FILM:  Evl  Daad  II  (1987) 
(2801258)  430  FamJy  Dog  (21846591 5.00 
Starsity  and  Huwh  I  *4621611 

PARAMOUNT  COMEDY 

7-OOpin  Grace  Under  Foe  {87081  730 
Roseanne  (3505)  8m  Ellen  (4128)  830 
Cybil  [69631  SJO  Cheers  (64741)  SJO  Taw 
(30857)  10m  Free**  (24708)  1030  kenny 
Evetefl  115988)  lim  Festival  ol  Fun 
(76586)  1130  Elen  181079)  12m 
Roseame  [fiS2«2i  l2J0m  Nrqhteuvia 
(19703)  1 JO  Soap  (02819)  130  Taxi 
(25068)  ZM  Fasriva )  ol  Fun  (541S5)  2.30 
Grace  Under  Fire  (39690)  3J0  Fraoei 
(99155]  330  Kenny  EveiSR  (57242) 

THE  Sa-FI  CHANNEL 

8.00pm  Sightings  I397730D  9m  FILM: 
Sleeptog  DOQS  (1997)  (396 7789)  11m 
Friday  the  lift  (6389147)  12.00  Settings 
(4969056)  IJOom  The  Twi^qM  2cne 
(0567109)  130  Tales  ol  the  Unexpected 
(3374019)  2J0  Dart.  Shai*?ws  (74B48901 
2m  Naw  Allied  HKchca*  (730779?)  3.00 
Friday  me  13th  (927952B)  4.00  Ctcee 

HOME  &  LEISURE _ 

gJOam  The  Joy  of  Panwg  930  Garden 
Club  10m  Garden  Party  10J0  New 
Yankee  Workstoc  11.00  Hooted  Oft  Fish- 
ng  lim  Hcmeirrr*  12.00  The  Dfceman 
1230pm  Harrena  n  Home  1J»  ran  i^an 
Cook  1  JO  i^oilcdomaria  2.00  Fumriwe  on 
the  Mend  2J0  Antiques  Tran  3.00  Two’s 
Country  SJO  Home  Agam  4m  Close 

DISCOVERY _ 

4J0fxn  Bush  Tucker  Man  (36529S)  430 
Rqtrtfne  (3801437)  SJO  Aiwtt  Wantore 
10009895)  530  Beyond  2000  (38727B9) 
Bm  Am  HU  Mob  (9323147)  7m  Mysteri¬ 
ous.  Wald  (88890311  7 JO  Dtsasier 
(3882166)  8.00  K^toom  (4858857)  9m 
Tap  Marques  (4861321)  1IL00  Ton  Ship 
(4871700)  lim  Medical  Deiacuwra 
(StoTSCS)  iZJODrcerwn  77174971)1230 
Wheel  Nuis  (7658451)  1J0  Disaaer 
(3734398)  1 JO  Beyond  2000  (9777155) 

NATIONAL  GEOGRAPHIC 

7J0pm  Lads  at  the  HotiteKo  (8741437) 


Bruce  Wiilis  stars  (9  00pm) 

9  JO  Blind  Date  (1987)  starring  Kim  Basinger 
and  Bruce  Willis.  A  comedy  about  a 
workaholic  who  invites  a  beautiful 
Southern  belle  with  a  low  alcohol 
tolerance  level  to  an  important  corporate 
celebration.  Directed  by  Blake  Edwards 
(32550692) 

10.50  The  Jack  Doc  hefty  Show  Chat  and 
comedy  (1680234) 

11.35  Live  and  Dangerous  Sports  magazine 
■  (06396128) 

4.35am  The  Streets  of  San  Francisco  Police 
drama  series  (T)  (5854109) 

5.30 100  Per  Ceni  fr;  (7948884) 


a 00  A  Natural  Passion  1(3727057)  9.00 
Camsrajnftn  Daied  ifl7303S'ii  10.00 
A/Jtia  Sana,  Sea  and  Sky  (87407081 11 JO 
Oasn  ra  Ux-  South  Bow  (506412a)  12m 
Swum  River  (26929061  1  JOam  Close 


TRAVEL  (cable) 


12mpm  Easi  Meets  WesM  JO  No  Tiucion 
HoluJjy  1  JO  On  Iftt-  Horcon  2.00  WorlJ- 
wide  Guide  230  Flavours  ol  France  3m 
Ocean  World  330  Innocent  Abread  4m 
Roe<  Watt  4J0  Cn  Tout  5J0  Gong  Fttca3 
830  flWway  Acfvertues  830  Fr^r<U7ap 
Dnve  7.00  Travel  Uve  8J0  Ctifcs  ol  the 
Watt  BJO  Peope  and  tea*  oi  Africa 
0.00  Swiss  Ratwoy  Joumev-  10.00  FigftlS 
Over  Spain  10J0  Aspects  of  Ule  lim 
Riage  Fkteis  lim  Spots  SaUrc. 

THE  HISTORY  CHANNEL 

4.00pm  TT*  Most  Decor MA  Et'o  tjerman 
Faces  oi  Watt  War  Tew  (5426106)  5  JO 
Modem  Marvels  (2074413)  8.00  Anaern 
Mysteries  (7486895)  7.00  Bcgraphy  The 
Queen  Mother  (2S49383)  8.00  Ctose 

CARLTON  FOOD  (cable) 

12.00pm  Food  Network  Doty  l2J0Ftench 
Lunch  1  JO  Food  la  Trough!  1  JO  Twelve 
Chefs  ot  Christmas  2m  Jenny  BrrJtw 
Speoat.  2J0  Food  Neiwcri  C'ajly  3-00  7N? 
Reaaurani  Stow  SJO  Graham  Kerrs 
KiKton  4.00  From  the  Ground  Up  4J0 
Christmas  at  Balymatte  SJO  dose 

LIVING _ 

6.00am  Thy  Owng  9  JO  Why  Me’  SJO 
Gadon  EAon  10.10  Jerry  Springer  11.00 
>oung  and  ito  RcsiIks  11-55  Bcooterto 
12_2Epm  Jrnmy's  1  JO  ’Cheap  Clue  1-30 
Ready.  Steady,  Oy*  2.05  Han  lo  Hart  LOO 
Live  a  Three  4.10  Jerry  Spnnger  SJO  Roto- 
nda  5J0  Cheap  Chic  820  Ready.  Steady, 
Cook  7.00  Rescue  9)1  7 JO  Myaaies. 
Mage  and  Meades  SJO  Acsenain  Junior 
9rn  Ftuc  HoSow  Potrfl  10-55  Sw  Lue 


ZEE  TV 


CJOem  Lfrdnyun  7.00  Jaagran  730  Buse 
ness  Muse  BJO  Lore  S>GtoS  9m  Rang 
Barangi  930  Aap  Ki  Farmaeh  10m  Moha¬ 
met  AUi  Mohahbai  lim  Pa  Ludi  1130 
Mast  Mas  ha  Zmoagi  12.00  DaMaan 
12J0pm  Ha  to  HO  Ha  1.00  FILM  4m 
Top  10  5J0  &  Aui  Vnuie  5m  In  a  JBfy 
SJO  Hon  PaanCh  630  Hey  Ha  Hn  7m 
Pandiaya!  7 JO  Clnemagtc  BJO  News  BJO 
Anriaz  830  Baal  Bon  Jaye  BJO  Hasiaten 
1030  Men  Meizi  HJ0  Stotgun,  Horror 


a-«i  pea.'c  a  a.  a  *  a  i  i  »■  n  a  bl  r»  «a 


RUGBY  LEAGUE  42 

Sheldon  leads  new 
challenge  for 
Northern  soul 


Spanish  tests  for  Villa  and  Chelsea 


appointment 


By  Oliver  Holt,  football  correspondent 


THEY  have  the  backing  of  the 
royal  family,  a  team  that  is  on 
the  brink  of  a  French  league 
record  for  excellence  and  a 
stadium  fit  for  kings,  but 
when  the  draw  for  the  quarter¬ 
finals  of  the  European  Cup 
paired  Manchester  United 
with  AS  Monaco  yesterday. 
Alex  Ferguson  and  his  players 
breathed  a  collective  sigh 
of  relief  that  they  had  not 
been  matched  with  any  of  the 
true  aristocracy  of  European 
football. 

As  Aston  Villa  swallowed 
hard  after  the  news  that  they 
will  have  to  overcome  Adedco 
Madrid  to  reach  the  semi¬ 
finals  of  the  Uefa  Cup  and 
Chelsea  stayed  steadfastly 
ambiguous  about  their  meet¬ 
ing  with  Real  Beds,  of  Seville, 
for  a  place  in  the  last  four  of 
the  Cup  Winners'  Cup.  Uni¬ 
ted  went  as  far  as  any 
sensible  dub  is  prepared  to 
go  before  a  crucial  match: 
they  were  caudously  optimis¬ 
tic. 

Monaco  are  hardly  likely  to 
be  whipping  boys.  They  fin¬ 
ished  at  the  top  of  a  modest . 
group  F  in  the  Champions' 
League,  ahead  of  Sporting 
Lisbon,  Lierse  and  Bayer 
Leverkusen,  who  also  quali¬ 
fied  as  one  of  the  best  run¬ 
ners-up.  Just  as  important, 
though,  they  lead  the  French 
league  and  will  equal  a  13- 
y ear-old  record  if  they  win 


their  eighth  successive  champ¬ 
ionship  game  in  Metz  tonight 

Once  the  domain  of  Ars£ne 
Wenger,  now  the  Arsenal 
coach,  and  his  star  pupil, 
Glenn  Hoddle.  Monaco’s  for¬ 
tunes  dipped  when  Wenger 
left.  However,  under  the  tute¬ 
lage  of  Jean  Ttgana,  the  for¬ 
mer  France  midfield  player, 
they  are  enjoying  a  renais¬ 
sance.  Last  season,  they 
knocked  Newcastle  United  out 
of  the  Uefa  Cup.  dominated 
the  domestic  scene  and  won 
the  title  by  12  points  from  their 
nearest  challengers. 

Defensively,  they  are  sus¬ 
pect  and  twice  during  the 
Champions'  League,  they 


Lama  target 
for  West  Ham 


WEST  Ham  United  will  wait 
until  the  full  extent  of  the  next 
injury  to  Ludek  MOdosko,  the 
goalkeeper,  is  known  before 
deriding  whether  to  pursue 
an  interest  in  Bernard  Lama, 
who  has  played  35  games  in 
goal  for  France.  MOdosko 
could  be  ruled  out  for  three 
months,  but  West  Ham,  who 
have  made  Craig  Forrest  the 
Canada  international  their 
No  1,  will  not  be  rushed  into  a 
signing,  even  though  Lama, 
of  Paris  Saint-Germain,  is 
desperate  to  find  a  dub. 


CUP  WINNERS’ 
V  CUP 


Bayer  Leverkusen  v 
Real  Madrid 


Juventus  v 


Dynamo  Kiev  g,  ( 


Ajaxv 

Spartak  Moscow 
bitemazfunale  v 
Schafke  04 


Roda  JC  Kerkrade  v 
Vicenza 


Slevia  Prague  v 
VfB  Stuttgart 


Bayern  Munich  v 
Borussia  Dortmund 


Lazio  v 
Auxerre 


T  ABK  ftttwns'v"  " 


Lokomotiv  Moscow 


AS  Monaco  v 
Manchester  United 


Atiitka  Madrid  v 
Aston  Villa 


Real  Bette  v 
Chelsea 


Hist  leg  March  4  First  leg  March  3  First  leg  March  5 

Second  leg  March  IB  Second  leg  March  17  Second  leg  March  19 

Ffca-named  atde  to  play  Aral  lag  m  homo 


came  back  from  two-goal  defi¬ 
cits.  Despite  losing  Sonny 
Anderson,  the  Brazilian  for¬ 
ward,  to  Barcelona  last  sum- . 
m'er,  attacking  remains  then- 
forte.  In  Thierry  Henry,  they 
have  a  precocious  forward 
who  is  at  the  top  of  the 
competition’s  scoring  list  with 
six  goals,  one  in  front  of  Andy 
Cole.  John  Collins,  the  former 
Celtic  player,  is  an  integral 
part  of  their  midfield. 

Alex  Ferguson,  a i  home 
yesterday  suffering  from  flu, 
said  United  had  already  taken 
the  precaution  of  having  Mo¬ 
naco  watched.  He  gave  diem 
due  respect,  but  admitted  he 
felt  relieved  United  were  not 
involved  in  a  tie  as  tough  as 
that  between  Dynamo  Kiev 
and  Juventus  or  Bayern  Mu¬ 
nich  and  Borussia  Dortmund. 
He  was  happy,  too,  that 
United  would  play  the  first  leg 
in  the  magnificent  Stade  Louis 
II  in  Monaco  on  March  4, 
with  the  return  at  Old 
Trafford  a  fortnight  later. 

“We  have  already  had  Mo¬ 
naco  watched  a  couple  of 
times."  Ferguson  said.  "It  was 
important  that  we  knew  some¬ 
thing  about  the  teams  we 
could  meet  later  in  the  compe¬ 
tition.  Jt  is  a  decent  draw  for 
us.  The  obvious  thing  we 
would  want  is  to  play  away 
first  and  we  have  got  that 

“You  have  to  respect  a  team 
that  won  its  domestic  league 
so  crushingiy  last  season  and 
there  is  no  easy  draw  at  this 
stage  of  die  competition,  but  1 
admit  there  are  a  couple  of 
tough  ties  out  there.  I'm  think¬ 
ing.  in  particular,  of  the  Dynar 
moKiev-Juventus  one." 

If  United  could  afford  to 
look  ahead,  Brian,  little,  the 
Villa  manager,  was  not  allow¬ 
ing  himself  that  luxury.  His 
obdurate  side  has  already 
confounded  the  sceptics  by 
outlasting  Bordeaux,  Steuea 
Bucharest  and  another  Span¬ 
ish  side.  Athletic  Bilbao,  but 
this  match,  against  the  con¬ 
querors  of  Leicester  City,  will 
be  their  toughest  test  so  far. 

Atlfitico  Madrid,  still  la¬ 
bouring  in  the  giant  shadows 
cast  by  Barcelona  and  Real 
Madrid,  put  nine  goals  past 
the  PAOK  Saionica  side  that  I 
eliminated  Arsenal  from  the  | 
competition.  Formidable  in 
attack,  they  have  players  such 
as  Christian  Vieri,  the  Italy 
forward,  and  the  prodigiously- 
gifted  Juninho.  “We  know  it 
will  be  an  extremely  tough 
game,"  Little  said.  "They  were 
one  of  the  favourites  from  the 
beginning  of  the  competition 
and  we  will  have  a  healthy 
respect  for  them." 

Like  Ferguson,  though.  Lit¬ 
tle  drew  solace  from  the  fact 
that  Villa  had  been  drawn 
away  first  The  same  happy 
fete  befell  Chelsea.  Betis  are 
one  of  the  better  teams  left  in  a 
competition  that  has  been 
devalued  by  the  Champions' 
League  derision  to  take  the  top 
two  teams 'from  the  champi¬ 
onships  of  leading  countries. 

Beds,  whose  leading  player 


No  1280 


ACROSS 

I  Suddenly  appear  (3.2);  book 
for  infants  (3-2) 

7  Skilled  worker  {once)  (7) 

8  Doughty  (7) 

9  PcEpeye’s  magicveg(7) 

II  Path  out  of  one’s  way  (6) 

13  (Violin)  plucked  (9) 

15  A  reptile;  file  of  children  (9) 
19  Friedrich  — .  worked  with 
Marx  (6) 

21  Morning  prayer  (7) 

23  One  running  ^jumping  (7) 

24  One  with  black/ white  par¬ 
ents  (7) 

25  Invigorate  (3,2) 


DOWN 

I  Laid  with  stones  (5) 


2  Sense  of  taste;  roof  of 
mouth  (6) 

3  (Machirie)  start  to  go 
wrong;  exaggerate  (4.2) 

4  Light  touches:  bits  of  butter 

(4) 

5  Outdoor  meal  (6) 

6  Shortage  (7) 

10  One  requiring  solution  (6) 
12  Afflicted  by  sat  on  for 
travel  (b) 

14  Collapse;  come  to  end  ol 
term  (5  2) 

16  Brief  snooze  (6) 

17  Catch  in  snare  (6) 

18  Loose  skin  fold  by  jowl  (b) 
20  Tiny  piece:  abandon  (5) 

22  Denounce;  emporium  (4) 


Ferguson;  content 


SOLUTION  TO  NO  1279 

K  ACROSS;  I  Dovetail  5  Swap  9  Fall  into  place  10  Pang 


11  Nineveh  13  Lustre  15  Kaiser  18  Picasso  20  Cool 
23  Hefterckdter  24  Dirk  25  Criteria 


DOWN;  1  Daft  2  Volga  3  Trigger  4  Intone  6  Wharves 
7  Plethora  8  Span  12  Slipshod  14  Secular  16  Ancient 
17  Mooser  19  Slew  21  Otter  22  Aria 
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E2.W).  The  Time,  Jumbo  Qrowranfa  Book  3  is  available  Id  Times  reader*  lor  fus!  H  [rrp 
U.W/  while  supplies  last  from  Ihe  Times  Booksinp- 
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is  their  forward,  Alfonso,  who 
nearly  joined  Barcelona  for 
E25  million  Last  season,  be¬ 
moaned  their  misfortune  in 
drawing  Chelsea.  There  is  a 
faint  possibility  that  their  own 
world  record  signing.  DemL- 
son,  whom  they  prised  away 
from  Sao  Paulo  in  Brazil  for 
£21.5  million,  may  be  avail¬ 
able,  but  it  is  unlikely. 

They  do  have  FInIdi 
George,  the  Nigeria  World 
Cup  player,  and  Robert  Jami, 
the  Croatia  wing  back,  but 
were  crestfallen  about  the 
draw.  ‘They  are  the  one  team 
we  did  not  want  to  play."  a 
dub  spokesman  said. 


Kelley  stands  between 
Hamed  and  an 
American  dream 
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Seizinger  looks  totally  focused  as  she  sweeps  downhill  at  Val  disere  on  her  way  to  her  fifth  victory  of  the  season  in  a  speed  event 


KATJA  SEIZINGER  con¬ 
firmed  that  she  was  in  a  class 
of  her  own  when  she  won  a 
women's  downhill  at  Val 
d’lsere,  France,  yesterday  — 
her  fifth  consecutive  victory  in 

a  speed  event  this  season.  The 
25-year-old  German  trailed 
Ingeborg  Marken,  of  Nor¬ 
way,  by  O.CQsec  after  the  first 
leg.  but  was  unbeatable  in  the 
second. 

With  a  combined  time  of 
2min  LSZsec,  Seizinger.  the 
leader  in  the  World  Cup 
competition,  beat  Hilde  Gerg, 
her  compatriot,  by  0.49sec. 
Marken  finished  in  third 
place,  her  best  in  a  downhill, 


By  Our  Sports  Staff 


0.62sec  behind  the  winner. 
Seizinger.  the  Olympic  down¬ 
hill  champion,  has  won  every 
speed  event  so  far  this  season, 
building  up  an  impressive 
lead  in  the  World  Cup  stand¬ 
ings,  Seizinger  has 643  points, 
214  more  man  Gerg,  in  sec¬ 
ond  place  on  429. 

‘I  prefer  to  concentrate  on 
each  race  and  see  what  hap¬ 
pens,”  Seizinger  said.  “I  can’t 
really  say  where  all  this  is 
leading  to.  Today  1  also  had  a 
lot  of  hick,  the  race  was  surely 
not  the  most  fair.” 

Seizinger  said  she  takes 


fewer  risks  than  other  com¬ 
petitors.  “I  ski  by  instinct," 
she  said.  “My  coaches  say  l 
can  go  fester,  I  am  not  doing 
100  jper  cent  IfS  not 
intentional.” 

Her  rivals  would  not  haw 
been  encouraged  to  hear  her1 
add:  “I  abhor  this  type  of  race:  : 
I  prefer  the  downhillirom  top , 
to  bottom.  Here  the  bottom  is  ; 
pretty  easy  and  you  have' to 
do  the  same  dements  twice." 

•  The  German  has  a  chance 
to  leave  her  rivals  further' 
behind  today  ia  frie  -third 
super-giant  slalom  of  the 


.  season.  Hear  win.  yesterday,  in 
the  third  'downhill  of  the 
seasori.- was  her  fifteenth  in  a 
downhill  and  the  33  rd  in-_her 
career,  ma&hg'her  the  tftfrd- 
raost- successful  skier,  with 
Hann.i .  ■'  -  Wenzel,  of 
LicSitraStein.  ' 

The  .  race  was  held  in  two 
legs  on  a  shortened  OreQler- 
.Killy  piste  after  strong  winds 
twice  halted  tjbe  morning  run. 

Boor-  weather  has  ham¬ 
pered  die  start  of  the  Euro¬ 
pean:  season.  Two  women's 
events  were  postponed  here 
fist  week  and  the  races  due  to 


take  place  this  week  in  the, 
Swiss  resort  of  Veysonnaz- 
wereraoved  to  Val  d’lsere.  ’ 

The  downhill  yesterday^ 
marked  the  return  to  World 
Cup  action  of  Seizmgtrt 
'main  rivals  of  the  past  turn; 
seasons,  Hcabo  Street,  of  .the : 
United  States,  and  Pemilla. 
Wiberg,  of  Sweden. 

Street,  who  suffered  a  sen-: ; 
ous  knee  injury  a  year  ago, 
finished  in  a  promising  tenth. . 
place  on  2min  3.85sec,  but 
Wiberg.  the  World  Cup  title- 
holder,  who  hurt  her  knee  in- 
training  before  the  start  of  the 
season,  finished  out  of  the 
plarings. 


drastic  action  over  cup 


ENGLISH  dub  representa¬ 
tives  will  go  into  European 
Rugby  Cup  board  meeting 
tomorrow  prepared  to  with¬ 
draw  from  the  Heineken  Cup 
next  season  unless  the  existing 
structure  is  changed.  They 
seek  a  tournament  based  on 
merit  with  greater  financial 
rewards  for  success,  arid 
believe  that  theirfopinfons  are. 
shared  by  France.  - 

The  meeting  in  Dublin 
comes  an  the  eve  of  this 
season's  cup  semi-finals,  in 
which  Bath  seek  to  prevent  a 
French  monopoly  on  Saturday 
by  beating  Fau,  white,  on 
Sunday,  Toulouse  meet  Brive, 
the  didders,  in  a  match  that : 
attracted  60,000  applicants  for 
tickets  to  the  municipal  stadi¬ 
um,  where  the  capacity  is  only 
Z7.000. 

“ English  dubs  are  not  pre¬ 
pared  to  enter  the  European 
competition  next  season  if  it . 
retains  the  same  structure, 
with  the  same  rewards,” 
David  Tyler,  representing  die 
English  Rugby  Partnership 
(ERF),  said.  “They  feel  they 
have  allies  in  the  French  dubs, 
who  are  happy  with  die  struc¬ 
ture  but  less  happy  with  the 
rewards." 

The  tournament  now  in  its 
third  year,  has  grown  signifi¬ 
cantly  in  size  and  payments  to 
dubs  since  Brive*s  success 
against  Leicester  last  January. 
However,  there  is  mounting 
unhappiness  about  its  place¬ 
ment  in  the  season  —  Andy 
Robinson,  the  Bath  director  of 
coaching,  called  yesterday  for 
it  to  be  played  after  Christmas 
to  encourage  the  growth  of  a 
sustained  domestic  league 
programme  before  the  holiday 
period  —  and  the  uneven 
quality  of  {day. 

English  dub  representa¬ 
tives  firmly  deny  that  they 
seek  an  exclusive  Anglo- 


By  David  Hands 
RUGBY  CORRESPONDENT 


French  tournament  and  ac¬ 
knowledge  the  need  to  involve 
as  many  countries  as  possible 
so  that  the  competition  can  be 
as  pan-European  as  casting 
playing  standards  allow.  Yet 
they  also  want  to  ensure  a 
quality  that  wflL  eventuaUyv 
allow  a  genuine  challenge  to-' 
the  Super  12  provinces  of  the 
southern  hemisphere  and  gen- 


Robmson:  calls  for  switch 


erate  more  money  through 
gate  receipts  and  sponsorship. 

“Money  isn’t  the  only  issue," 
Charles  Levisoru  of.  Wasps, 
who  is  one  of  die'  English 
directors  on  the.  ERC  board, 
said.  “English  dubs  have  writ¬ 
ten  to  ERC  on  a.  number  of 
issues,  the  main  one  of  which 
is  the  eligibility  of  teams  for 
the  competition.  We  are  con¬ 
cerned  about  improving  the 
quality,  as  well  as  the  equita¬ 
ble  distribution  of  money." 

cems  tii^SwtisI^^^lrish 
provinces;  each  country  "has. 
three  teams  in.  the  Heineken 
Cup,  compared  with,  four 


chibs  each  from  France,  Eng¬ 
land.  and  Wales,  but  one 
English  official  said:  “We  are 
worried  that  the  Scots  and  the 
Irish  are  using  this  as  their 
basic  competition  because 
they  don’t  have  teams  of: 
sufficient  quality  to  play  do¬ 
mestic  rugby  at  the  top  level." 

The  Scots  have  addressed 
-the  ■  problem-  by  'rehjweriting 
their  district  teams1  as  duo 
organisations  and  have  gone 
further  by  establishing  elite 
development  squads:  Glas-, 
gow,  for  example,  will  send  a 
development  party  to  New! 
Zealand  next  summer,  where¬ 
as  in  England  it  is  the  pre¬ 
miership  chibs  who  have 
taken  up  the  development 
banner,  through  recenttyin-.. 
'  stituted  academies  of  youth. 

■The  dubs  have  done  Eng¬ 
land  a  gigantic  favour  since 
they  have,  in  effect,  12  divirion- 
al  teams."  Bob  Dwyer,  the 
Leicester  director- of  rugby, 
said.  “We  need  to  'make  sure 
we  don’t  have  ,  too  many  .dubs 
in  one  area  [hone  the  so-' 
called  super-dub  strategy,  that  * 
is  one  of  the  -fashionable 
theories  being  aired]-but  there 
is  nothing  to  suggest  that  a 
Rugby  Football  -  Union-ap¬ 
pointed  administration  in  die 
regions  would  do  the  job  betta 
than  what  is  being  done 
already. 

■"The  RFU  haven't  even  got 
an  elite  development  polity 
which  fledgling  countries  —  I 
mean  New  Zealand  and  Aus¬ 
tralia  —  have  put  in  place  " 
Some  ERC  directors  will  ar¬ 
gue  that  the  cran  petition  must 
be  given  time  to  develop, 
ffiough  ft  is  possible  thar 
.  tomorrow’s  discussion:  will 
consider  qualifying  tourna¬ 
ments.  such  as  the  recently- 
mooted  Celtic  Cup  involving 
teams  from  Scotland,  Ireland 
■and  Wales- 
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